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A PREFACE  is  generally  unnecessary,  and  often 
impertinent:  that  is  to  say,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
the  reader;  far  otherwise  to  the  author  of#a 
book.  It  is  a vehicle,  like  the  armed  chariots  of 
old,  in  which  he  proudly  sits,  displaying  his 
own  importance  arid  superiority,  while  the  wheels 
of  invective  on  which  it  rolls,  pass  without 
mercy  over  those  unfortunate  wights  who  have 
attempted  to  possess  themselves  even  of  the 
smallest  corner  of  that  peculiar  province,  of  which 
he  himselt  perhaps  is  an  impudent  usurper.  Some- 
times too,  to  use  an  humbler  simile,  he  conde- 
scends to  play,  in  it  the  part  of  a puffing  pre- 
cursor to  a show,  who,  with  much  noise  of  drum 
and  trumpet,  proclaims  the  mighty  things  which 
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you  shall  see  and  hear ; and  having  pocketed 
your  money,  ushers  you  behind  the  curtain,  and 
leaves  you  in  the  lurch,  to  grumble  at  his  wretched 
tragi-comedy,  or  to  laugh  at  the  awkwardness 
of  his  company  of  performers. 

These  observations,  however  ludicrous  the 
manner  in  which  they  arc  here  offered  may  seem, 
are  gravely  intended,  and  well  meant.  The 
Author  of  this  volume,  in  making  them,  enjoys 
a certain  degree  of  self-congratulation,  when  he 
reflects,  that  the  nature  of  his  subject  must  ex- 
efnpt  from  such  censure,  and  save  from  such  ri- 
dicule, the  few  prefatory  lines  which  he  hopes 
his  readers  will  agree  with  him  are  not  wholly  un- 
necessary. A subject  on  which,  as  his  humble 
endeavours,  with  exceptions  scarcely  worth 
naming,  have  the  honour  to  be  first  exerted,  he 
has  no  competitors  to  envy  or  to  blame.  A sub- 
ject so  splendid  in  its  story,  so  notorious  in  the 
infinite  ubiquity  of  its  fame,  that  he  needs  only 
refer  his  readers  to  his  title  page,  to  bespeak 
their  attention. 

If,  however,  he  be  thus  fortunately  exempted 
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from  painful  tricks  and  expedients  of  recommen- 
dation, he  feels,  and  painfully  too,  the  weight 
of  the  task  which  he  here  essays  to  perform, — 
The  brilliancy  and  publicity  of  his  tlieme,  of 
which  but  now  he  boasted,  overwhelm  him  with 
the  sense  of  his  own  inadequacy  to  such  an  at- 
tempt. Me  will  offer  an  apology  on  the  only 
ground  where  apologies  aught  ever  to  be  tested, 
on  the  ground  of  truth  and  sincerity,  in  a can- 
did avowal  of  the  motives  which  have  induced 
him,  from  time  to  time,  to  collect,  and  now  to 
present  to  the  public,  a sketch  of  die  memoirs 
of  Lord  Nelsox. 

An  enthusiastic  attachment  to  the  naval  ser- 
vice, and  all  that  relates  to  it,  has  been,  from 
his  childhood,  his  ruling  passion.  It  has  led 
him,  in  more  instances  than  one,  to  devote  his 
pen  to  the  illustration  of  its  mechanical  ceco- 
nomy,  and  to  the  biography  of  many  of  its 
numberless  heroes.  With  a disposition  so  in- 
clined, and  habits  so  fixed,  it  became  his  fortune 
to  gain  some  personal  knowledge  of  the  great 
man  whose  memory  be  now  seeks  to  consecrate  ; 

' and  that  occasional  intercourse  took  place  iu  die 
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house  of  the  late  Captain  William  Locker, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Greenwich  Hospital, 
with  whom  the  Author  may  presume  to  boast  of 
many  years’  strict  intimacy  and  friendship,  and 
whose  high  character  in  public  service,  and  in 
private  life,  are  above  his  powers  of  praise.  That 
excellent  officer,  as  we  shall  see,  was,  in  a manner, 

. Lord  Nelson's  professional  father.  By  him,  a 
thousand  traits  and  anecdotes  were  communi- 
cated, in  that  exquisite  manner  of  simplicity  and 
feeling  which  belonged  almost  peculiarly  to  him- 
self.— By  him  the  present  work  was  suggested, 
even  during  the  life  of  his  Lordship,  almost 
in  the  form  of  a request;  certain  materials, 
whose  value  will  speak  for  them  in  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  pages,  have  been  since  supplied 
by  his  estimable  family.  Thus,  with  an  original 
bias  to  the  subject,  some  aid  of  private  intel- 
ligence relative  to  it,  and,  perhaps  above  a If, 
pushed  on  to  the  undertaking  by  the  late  pro- 
digious conclusion  of  the  Hero’s  triumph,  have 
promoted  the  Author’s  presumption  in  devoting 
his  feeble  powers  to  their  celebration. 

Of  the  mode  in  which  he  has  executed  his 
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task,  the  reader  must  judge  for  himself,  recollect- 
ing always,  that  the  work  affects  only  the  cha*  , 
racter  of  memoirs.  A life  of  Lord  Nelson*, 
properly  given,  would  perhaps  involve  some 
years  of  the  general  history  of  Europe.  A detail 
even  of  naval  exploits,  which  have  extended 
from  the  Nile  to  the  Baltic,  nay,  which  have 
shone  in  almost  every  sea  that  bears  a distinct 
denomination,  could  not  possibly  be  confined  to 
a single  volume. 

The  Author  claims  little  merit  beyond  that, 
which,  of  right,  belongs  to  a faithful  collector 
and  reporter  of  much  authentic  intelligence, 
that  had  been  before  - widely  scattered  under 
the  public  eye.  He  hopes,  by  this  faithful 
miniature  representation  of  Lord  Nelson,  to 
correct  the  defects  and  mistakes  of  such  mi- 
serable sketches  as  have  already  appeared,  and 
to  furnish  an  outline  to  those  who  may,  in  fu- 
ture, be  inclined  to  amplify  on  a subject  which 
affords  such  boundless  space.  Should  a work 
of  that  kind  be  undertaken  by  no  one  else,  he 
may,  at  some  future  time,  produce  his  best 
endeavours  to  that  effect,  lie  means  to  de- 
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vote  to  them  all  the  favourable  intervals  which 
an  uncertain  state  of  health,  and  many  pain- 
ful pri%-ate  concerns  may  allow  him.  He 
craves,  in  the  mean  time,  to  the  defects  of  the 
present  performance,  that  candour  of  criticism 
which  is  seldom  denied  to  unavoidable  imper- 
fections. 
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LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


* | "'HE  labours  of  the  biographer,  of  all  literary 
duties  perhaps  the  most  important  to  the 
temporal  interests  of  mankind.are  usually  attend- 
ed by  difficulties  proportioned  to  that  general  im- 
portance. In  the  intricacies  of  cabinets,  the  secret 
cabals  of  factions,  the  intrigues  of  courtiers, or  the 
closets  of  monarchs,  what  clue  can  he  find  to 
truth?  what  degree  of  penetration  can  guard  him 
against  error  ? If  he  turn  from  the  actions  of 
men  to  their  motives,  from  the  review  of  their 
conduct'  to  the  examination  of  their  characters, 
his  pains  will  but  be  increased.  The  contradic- 
tory features  which  will  almost  always  be  found 
in  bold  and  generous  minds,  and  the  hypocrisy 
and  dissimulation  which  generally  belong  to  those 
of  a meaner  cast,  will  evade  his  severest  scrutiny, 
and  baffle  his  most  honest  and  acute  judgment. 
Should  he  however,  by  a rare  good  fortune,  avoid 
all  these  pitfalls  of  error,  a greater  peril  still 
lurks  behind  in  his  own  passions,  in  those  pre- 
judices and  partialities,  under  the  influence  of 
which  when  his  subject  admits  the  freedom  of 
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conjecture,  he  will  frequently  praise  or  blame, 
acquit  or  condemn,  with  an  injustice,  which, 
however  unpremeditated,  will  expose  him  to  in- 
evitable censure,  and  probably  disgrace. 

How  fortunate  then  is  he  to  whose  lot  it  may 
fall  to  pen  the  splendid  details  of  a life  so  spent, 
and  a character  so  constituted,  as  to  leave  the 
biographer  in  perfect  security  from  any  of  those 
dangers ! We  will  sketch  the  outline  of  the 
portrait,  and  challenge  the  world  to  deny  the 
resemblance. 

The  extraordinary  person  then  of  whom  we 
are  to  treat,  bom  and  educated  in  the  stillness  of 
domestic  privacy,  carried  with  him  through  a 
life  of  unexampled  glory  that  exquisitely  noble, 
though  tender,  simplicity  of  mind  and  manners, 
which,  while  it  relieved  the  more  dazzling  parts 
of  his  character,  endeared  him  to  those  who 
knew  him  best,  even  more  than  all  his  victories. 
It  was  made  up  of  many  excellent  passions  and 
sentiments,  so  mixed  and  nourished  in  the  warm- 
est heart  that  ever  inhabited  an  human  breast, 
that  it  seemed  to  be,  or  rather  was,  but  one  qua- 
lity, which  invariably  influenced  his  conduct, 
and  shone  in  all  he  thought,  said,  or  acted. 

This  nameless  ruling  principle,  inspired  him 
with  an  exalted  pride,  which  looked  down  with 
contempt  on  the  littleness  of  political  or  pro- 
fessional parties,  and  with  a sincerity  which 
would  have  disqualified  him  to  act  with  them. 
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could  he  have  been  so  inclined ; with  a sympathy 
not  uncommon  to  great  minds,  which  led  him, 
without  the  aid  of  deliberation  and  judgment, 
to  the  happiest  selection  of  his  friends  in  private 
life,  and  of  his  companions  in  public  service ; 
with  ambition  of  a sort  simple  as  the  rest  of  his 
character,  which  seemed  to  belong  particularly 
to  himself,  and  in  the  gratification  of  which,  the 
plan,  the  execution,  and  the  event,  were  solely 
his  own,  and  always  successful ; with  a magna- 
nimity, courage,  and  presence  of  mind,  not  con- 
fined to  the  quarterdeck,  its  pinnacle  of  glory, 
but  evident  in  all  his  intercourse  with  kings  and 
statesmen  of  his  own  and  other  countries  ; with  a 
quickness  of  decision  and  a promptitude  of  exe- 
cution so  instantly  following,  that  they  appeared 
but  one  act ; with  a pure  and  correct  spirit  of 
patriotism,  which,  while  it  modestly  declined  to 
profess  itself  in  the  senate,  and  proudly  disdained 
to  proclaim  itself  to  the  people,  spoke  in  thunder 
to  the  enemies  of  his  country,  from  that  station 
only  in  which  his  sovereign  had  wisely  thought 
fit  to  place  him. 

Such  was  the  public  character  of  this  great 
man,  and  his  country  was  fully  sensible  of  those 
services  which  it  never  could  sufficiently  recom- 
pense. Honours  and  dignities  were  thickly 
showered  on  him,  and  he  became  the  idol  of 
Britain,  and  the  wonder  of  the  world.  Y et  in 
those  short  intervals  of  relaxation,  which  his  pub* 
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lie  duties  allowed  him,  how  did  we  find  him  in 
his  domestic  retirement  ? Mild,  unassuming, 
and  innocent : the  only  man  in  Europe  with 
whom  we  could  have  sat  even  for  half  an  hour, 
without  hearing  of  Lord  Nelson’s  fame.  If  that 
service,  the  already  glorious  reputation  of  which 
he  had  so  frequently  crowned  with  his  own  lau- 
rels, became  perchance  the  topic  of  conversation, 
he  joined  in  it  only  to  express  his  gratitude  to 
those  veterans  who  had  been  his  professional  in- 
structors, and  his  affection  to  the  brave  men  who 
had  served  with  him.  In  a word,  for  we  must 
repeat  it,  the  ruling  character  of  his  mind  was  a 
noble  and  chaste  simplicity.  To  that  we  owe 
his  public  services  and  his  private  merits,  our 
past  rejoicings,  and  our  present  grief. 

Horatio,  late  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  was  the 
third  son  of  the  Reverend  Edmund  Nelson, rector 
of  Burnham  Thorpe,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
and  Catharine,  daughter  of  Maurice  Suckling, 
D.  D.  rector  of  Barsham  in  Suffolk,  Woodton  in 
Norfolk,  and  one  of  the  prebendaries  of  West- 
minster. He  was  born  on  the  29th  of  September, 
1758,  and  received  the  first  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion in  the  public  school  of  Norwich,  from 
whence  he  afterwards  removed  to  North  Wal- 
sham.  His  progress  in  scholastic  learning  was 
however  necessarily  interupted  at  a very  early 
age  ; for  having  fortunately,  at  least  for  his 
country,  been  destined  by  his  father,  though,  as 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON.  5 

it  is  reported,  not  strictly  in  unison  with  his  own 
inclination,  for  the  sea  service,  he  was,  when 
only  twelve  years  old,  entered  on  board  the  Rai- 
sonnable,  of  sixty-four  guns,  a ship  at  that  time 
commanded  by  his  maternal  uncle.  Captain 
Maurice  Suckling.*  This  circumstance  took 

* This  gentleman  was  descended  from  a family,  whose  resi- 
dence at  Wodton,  or  Woodton,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  ap- 
pears, from  the  visitations  of  that  county,  to  be  traced  from  a 
.very  remote  period,  to  the  year  ifith.  It  had  given  birth  to 
many  men  of-reputalion,  and  among  others,  to  Sir  John  Suck- 
ling, whose  father  was  comptroller  ot  the  household,  and  a 
member  of  the  privy  council,  in  the  reigns  of  James  I.  and  his 
successor  Charles  I.  Sir  John  was  not  more  noticed  at  the 
period  in  which  he  flourished  for  the  elegance  and  urbanity  of 
his  manners,  than  for  his  talents,  which  bore  a very  distin- 
guished rank  among  the  literati  of  that  age,  more  especially  in 
the  poetical  department.  The  immediate  ancestor  of  Captain 
Suckling  was,  as  before  mentioned,  the  Uev.  Maurice  Suck- 
ling, D.  D.  one  of  the  prebendaries  of  Westminster,  who 
married  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Sir  diaries  Turner,  of  War- 
ham,  in  Norfolk,  Knight  and  Baronet,  by  which  marriage 
Captain  Suckling,  and  the  noble  lord,  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
sent memoirs,  became  related  to  the  noble  family  of  Walpole, 
the  wife  of  Sir  Charles  Turner  being  sister  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Robert  Walpole,  Earl  of  Orford. 

Mr.  Suckling,  having  discovered  an  inclinalion  for  nautical 
pursuits,  entered  at  a very  early  period  of  life  into  the  royal 
navy;  and  though  from  his  subsequent  conduct  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  he  distinguished  himself  in  the  inferior/stations 
of  the  service,  whenever  an  opportunity  offered,  yet  there  is  no 
particular  mention  of  him,  except  merely  his  appointment  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1744-5,  previous 
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place  in  the  year  1770,  and  the  ship  just  men- 
tioned was  one  of  those  ordered  to  be  equipped, 

• 

to  his  receiving  a commission  as  captain  of  the  Dreadnought,  a 
ship  of  sixty  guns,  on  the  second  of  December,  1755. 

Soon  after  his  advancement,  war  breaking  out  between  the 
rival  powers  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  it  was  thought  ne- 
cessary to  send  some  ships  to  the  West  Indies,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect those  valuable  possessions  from  any  attack  that  might  be 
made  on  them  by  the  enemy.  Among  those  sent  on  this  oc- 
casion was  the  Dreadnought,  making  part  of  a small  squadron 
of  three  sail  of  the  line,  which,  after  a short  period  of  inacti- 
vity, were  ordered  to  cruise  off  Cape  Francoise.  The  force 
consisted,  besides  his  own  ship,  of  the  Augusta  and  Edinburgb, 
the  former  of  sixty,  the  latter  of  sixty-four  guns.  They  had 
not  long  been  on  this  station,  ere  Captain  Suckling  met  with 
the  opportunity  so  long  sought  for,  of  distinguishing  himself; 
as  they  bad  the  good  fortune  to  fall  in  with  a French  arma- 
ment, consisting  of  seven  sail,  four  of  which  were  of  the  line, 
one  of  forty-four  guns,  and  two  frigates,  which,  in  the  pre- 
sumptuous hope  of  annihilating  the  British  squadron,  had 
quitted  the  protection  of  their  batteries,  where  they  bad  so 
long  continued  in  security. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  inequality  opposed  to  them,  the 
commanders  of  the  British  force,  after  a momentary  consulta- 
tion, unanimously  determined  to  add  fresh  laurels  to  their 
country,  or  perish  in  the  encounter.  An  action  accordingly 
commenced,  not  exceeded,  if  equalled,  in  the  annals  of  naval 
valour,  and  the  share  that  Captain  Suckling  bore  in  the  en- 
gagement, which  ended  in  the  total  discomfiture  of  their  op- 
ponents, is  recorded  in  the  following  short  account. 

“ The  Dreadnought,  getting  on  the  Intrepide’s  bow,  kept 
her  helm  bard  on  starboard  to  rake  her,  or,  if  she  proceeded, 
to'  fall  on  l>oard  as  the  most  advantageous  situation  ; but  site 
chose  to  bear  up,  and  continued  to  do  so  during  the  action. 


Digitized  by  Google 


toni)  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


7 


in  consequence  of  the  rupture  at  that  time  appre- 
hended between  the  courts  of  London  and  Ma- 
drid, relative  to  the  Falkland  Islands.  The  mat- 
ter in  dispute  being  however  speedily  accom- 
’ modated,  the  Raisonnable  was  put  out  of  com- 
mission j and  a life  of  indolence,  even  for  a sin- 

till  she  fell  disabled.  By  thus  bearing  short  on  her  own  ship, 
those  astern  were  thrown  into  disorder,  from  which  they 
never  recovered  ; and  when  the  Intrepide  dropped,  and  was 
relieved  by  the  Opiniatre,  the  Greenwich  in  confusion  got  on 
board  her,  while  the  Sceptre  pressing  on,  the  whole  number 
were  furiously  cannonaded  by  the  Edinburgh  and  Augusta, 
especially  the  Intrepide,  which  lay  dismantled  in  a very  shat- 
tered situation,  having  a signal  out  for  relief." 

Captain  Suckling,  whose  conduct  and  courage  in  the  above 
engagement  became  the  admiration  of  his  country,  continued 
to  be  employed  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  but  without  hav- 
ing any  second  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself.  At  the 
conclusion  of  it,  he  appears  to  have  lived  in  domestic  retire- 
ment ; having  married,  on  the  19th  of  June,  176*,  the  IJou. 
Mary  Walpole,  eldest  daughter  of  Horatio,  first  Lord  Wal- 
pole, by  Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  Lombard,  Esq.  He  was 
however  soon  deprived  of  this  felicity,  his  wife  having  lived 
only  two  years,  dying  on  the  19th  of  June,  1766. 

On  the  apprehended  rupture  with  Spain  relative  to  then 
Falkland  Islands,  Captain  Suckling  was  appointed  in  1770  to 
the  Raisonnable  of  sixty-four  guns,  and  in  the  month  of  May, 
1771,  to  the  Triumph  of  seventy-four  guns;  but  peace  continu- 
ing, this  was  tire  last  naval  promotion  he  experienced,  if  we 
except  that  of  comptroller  of  the  navy,  in  which  office  lie 
succeeded  Sir  Hugh  Palliser,  and  retained  it  to  his  death.  This 
event  took  place  in  the  prime  of  his  life,  and  in  the  month  of 
July,  1778. 
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gle  day,  being  considered  highly  improper  by 
Captain  Suckling,  his  nephew,  by  his  advice,  ex- 
perienced  a temporary  transfer  into  the  mercan- 
tile line  of  service,  having  made  a voyage  to  the 
West  Indies  under  the  care  of  Mr.  John  Rath- 
bone,  who  had  formerly  served  under  Captain 
Suckling  on  board  the  Dreadnought,  and  who 
then  commanded  a ship  employed  in  the  trade 
to  these  colonies. 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Nelson,  Captain 
Suckling  had  been  appointed  to  command  the 
Triumph  of  seventy-four  guns,  a guardship  sta- 
tioned at  Chatham  ; and  immediately  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  former,  he  returned  into  the  king’s 
service,  under  the  protection  and  guidance  of  his 
uncle,  being  appointed  a midshipman  on  board 
the  ship  just  mentioned.  It  is  said,  and  from 
such  authority  as  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that 
he  had  imbibed  the  strongest  prejudice  against 
serving  in  the  navy,  and  that  it  was  not  without 
much  difficulty  that  his  uncle,  than  whom  no 
person  could  be  better  qualified  for  such  a 
task,  was  able  to  remove  it.  Gentle  precept, 
and  the  force  of  example,  having  completed  this 
purpose,  this  young  navigator  gave  the  earliest 
proofs  of  that  enthusiastic  attachment  to  his  pro- 
fession which  very  rarely  fails  to  create  renown, 
and  lead  to  the  highest  honours.  It  is  reported, 
ai  an  anecdote,  that  his  uncle,  who  appears  from 
this  circumstance  to  have  obtained  very  con- 
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Btderable  knowledge  of  the  workings  of  the  hu-1 
man  heart,  as  well  as  to  have  made  himself  com- 
pletely master  of  his  nephew’s  peculiar  turn  of 
mind,  carried  his  point  by  judiciously  appear- 
ing to  place  a confidence  in  him  far  beyond 
what  his  years  and  short  time  of  service  might 
be  thought  to  justify,  but  which  his  conduct 
uniformly  proved  he  fully  merited. 

He  continued  in  the  Triumph  no  longer  than 
till  the  month  of  April  in  the  year  ensuing;  when' 
it  having  been  resolved  to  send  out  two  vessels 
to  the  northern  seas,  on  a voyage  of  discovery, 
and  the  office  of  a midshipman  on  board  a guard- 
ship  little  according  with  his  active  turn  of  mind, 
he  solicited  an  appointment,  and  was  accord- 
ingly received  on  board  the  Carcase,  as  coxswain 
to  Captain  Lutw’idge,  who  was  commander  of 
that  vessel.  This  application  stands,  among 
many  others,  a very  convincing  proof  of  that 
enthusiastic  attachment ‘to  every  branch  of  the 
service  in  which  he  w’as  engaged,  that  has  so 
strongly  marked  the  character  of  this  noble  per- 
son through  life.  The  expedition  in  which  he 
so  earnestly  wished  to  engage,  was  attended 
with  many  disagreeable  and  dangerous  conside- 
rations which  do  not  usually  fall  to  the  share  of 
voyages  undertaken  towards  other  quarters  of 
the  world.  The  principal  object  of  it  was  to-  as- 
certain how  near  to  the  north  pole  navigation 
eopld  possibly  be  carried,  the  Royal  Society,  and 
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many  learned  persons,  being  of  opinion  that  some 
advancement  might  be  effected,  through  such  a 
measure,  towards  the  discovery  of  a north-west 
passage  into  the  South  Seas  j and  also  that  many 
astronomical  observations  might  be  taken  in 
those  high  latitudes,  which  would  afford  a va- 
riety of  data  and  deductions  extremely  useful  to 
seamen. 

The  peculiar  dangers  which  it  was  supposed 
the  vessels  engaged  in  this  undertaking  would 
have  to  encounter,  caused  the  admiralty-board 
not  only  to  take  such  extraordinary  precautions 
in  fitting  out  and  preparing  the  vessels  as  might 
have  intimidated  a less  ardent  mind  than  that 
of  Mr.  Nelson  from  voluntarily  exposing  himself 
to  them,  but  also  to  issue  a positive  ,order  that' 
no  boys  whatever  should  be  received  on  board. 
The  cause  was  obvious ; but  the  eager  and 
strenuous  manner  of  the  application  overcame 
the  difficulty,  though  our  youthful  adventurer 
was  not  then  fifteen  years  old.* 

* This  expedition  was  entrusted  to  the  command  of  die  ho- 
nourable Constantine  John  Phipps,  afterwards  Lord  Mulgrave. 
He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Constantine,  created  Baron  Mulgrave 
of  New  Ross  in  the  county  of  Wexford  and  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land, bv  writ  of  privy-seal,  dated  at  St.  James's,  August  the 
Sth,  I76f,  and  by  patent  at  Dublin,  on  the  3d  of  September 
following,  by  Lepell,  eldest  daughter  to  Jolui  Lord  Hervey, 
son  of  John  first  Earl  of  Bristol.  Having  at  an  early  age  pro- 
fessed an  inclination  for  maritime  pursuits,  he  was  entered  on 
board  one  of  his  Majesty’s  ships  of  war,  and  served  as  a mid- 
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His  conduct  through  all  the  perils  of  this  ex- 
pedition, which  were  extremely  numerous,  fully 

sbipman  on  board  the  Dragon,  at  the  attack  of  Martinico,  under 
his  relative  Captain  Hervey.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  any  particular  manner  in  a subordinate 
situation,  nor  do  the  naval  annals  record  any  thing  material  ex- 
cept the  mere  dates  of  his  commissions.  He  was  raised  to  the 
rank  of  post-captain  on  the  20th  of  June,  1765,  and  took  the 
command  of  the  Terpsichore  frigate.  In  1767  he  was  captain 
©f  the  Boreas,  then  employed  as  a cruizer.  This  ship  he  how- 
ever soon  quitted ; nor  does  he  appear  to  have  held  any  subse- 
quent commission  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1773.  w hen 
he  was  appointed,  on  the  22d  of  April,  to  the  Racehorse  bomb- 
ketch,  as  the  senior  in  command  on  the  projected  expedition  to 
the  north  pole.  This  vessel,  and  the  Carcase,  Captain  Lut- 
widge,  were  pitched  upon  for  this  purpose,  as  tire  best  calcu- 
lated, on  account  of  their  solidify,  to  resist  those  assaults  they 
might  encounter  from  the  ice  and  other  unforeseen  impedi- 
ments. Accordingly,  after  every  possible  attention  had  beep 
paid  by  the  admiralty-board,  and  also  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich 
himself,  at  that  time  first  commissioner,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  supplied  with  every  necessary,  and  the  minutest  scru- 
tiny made  as  to  the  proper  equipment  of  the  vessels.  Captain 
Phipps  proceeded  to  the  Nore,  where  he  was  joined  on  the 
30th  of  May  by  his  consort.  They  sailed  on  their  voyage  the 
4th  of  June,  and  on  the  2Sth  made  the  land  of  Spitsbergen. 
The  Racehorse  and  Carcase  continued  in  those  frozen  seas  till 
the  10th  of  August,  occasionally  occupied  either  in  coasting 
along  the  shore  of  Spitzbergen,  the  land  adjacent,  the  immense 
fields  of  ice  which  might  be  said  to  inclose  them,  or  in  endea- 
vouring to  fulfil  more  completely  the  object  of  their  expedition, 
by  forcing  a passage  through  every  channel  that  appeared  in 
any  degree  open.  On  the  31st  of  July  the  ships  were  closely 
surrounded  by  the  ice,  which  became  so  thick  and  impene- 
trable, that  the  greatest  fears  were  entertained  they  would  be 
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justified  the  propriety  ofhis  application  for  the 
appointment,  and  answered  the  most  sanguine 

prevented  from  returning.  Every  attention  was  of  course  im- 
mediately paid  to  the  safety  of  the  people : the  launches  were 
hauled  over  the  ice;  and,  in  short,  no  measure  that  bore  any 
appearance  of  tending  to  their  deliverance  omitted.  At  length, 
when  least  expected,  and  ranch  labour  had  been  fruitlesslv, 
though  prudently,  thrown  away  in  the  attempt,  the  ships  drill- 
ed to  the  westward  with  the  ice,  passed  the  boats,  which  were 
immediately  ordered  on  hoard,  and  on  the  10th  of  August, 
about  noon,  having  got  clear  of  their  surrounding  difficulties, 
stood  out  to  sea. 

On  the  following  day  they  anchored  in  Smeerenberg  har- 
bour, where  the  Dutch  were  formerly  accustomed  to  boil  their 
whale  oil,  and  where  they  then  found  four  Dutch  ships  at  an- 
chor. A few  subsequent  attempts  to  push  to  the  northward 
were  made  between  this  time  and  the  22d.  They  all  of  them, 
however,  proved  of  no  importance;  and  the  wind  then  coming 
round  briskly  to  the  northward,  this  circumstance,  together 
with  the  very  advanced  season  of  the  year,  united  to  confirm 
the  determination  of  Captain  Phipps  to  make  no  farther  exer- 
tions, which  experience  had  taught  him  could  not  he  expected 
successful,  but  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  southward.  A 
wall  of  iropenctra'.:  !e  ice  was  found  to  extend  more  than  twenty 
degrees  between  the  latitudes  SO  and  81,  through  which  there 
did  not  appear  to  be  the  smallest  opening  to  the  northward. 
The  astronomers  landed  on  several  islands,  and  made  a mini-, 
ber  of  curious  observations;  a circumstance  which  stands  as  an 
incontrovertible  proof,  that  the  expedition  was  not  undertaken 
in  vain. 

On  the  7 th  of  September  the  ships  arrived  off  Shetland,  and 
from  that  time  till  the  24th,  when  they  reached  Orfordness,  en- 
countered constant  and  most  violent  gales  of  wind,  such  as 
proved  the  judgment  with  which  the  time  was  chosen  for  the 
commencement  of  the  voyage,  as  well  as  for  the  abandoning 
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expectations  of  his  friends  and  professional  re- 
latives. In  so  high  a degree  did  he  acquire  the 

any  farther  attempt,  which,  if  persisted  in,  must  inevitably 
have  proved  fatal.  , 

Captain  Phipps,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  in  the  year  1775, 
succeeded  to  lib  honours  in  the  title  of  Mulgrave,  Sc c.  and  was, 
through  the  friendship  of  Lord  Sandwich,  returned  as  member 
for  the  town  of  Huntingdon  in  the  year  1777,  which  place  he 
continued  to  represent  till  the  general  election  in  1?S4.  In 
parliament,  his  abilities  were  conspicuous  as  a public  speaker, 
the  which  indeed  lie  had  given  a specimen  of  prior  to  his  pe- 
rilous voyage,  as  he  had  been  chosen  one  of  the  representatives 
for  the  borough  of  Lincoln,  alter  a very  severe  contest  with 
Mr.  Vyner,  in  the  year  170'$;  but  from  177 1 till  the  period  of 
lib  election  for  Huntingdon,  he  had  ceased  being  a member  of 
tiie  house  of  commons.  He  was  also  appointed  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord-high-admiral, 
which  situation  lie  held  during  four  commissions,  resigning  it 
on  the  30th  of  May,  1782.  Though  it  may  he  naturally  sup- 
posed that  the  ostensible  post  he  held,  as  well  as  liis  duty  to 
his  constituents,  must  occupy  a considerable  portion  of  liis  time, 
yet  he  so  blended  his  civil  labours  with  those  of  his  nautical 
ones,  that  both  received  additional  lustre  by  his  observance  of 
them.  Soon  alter  the  commencement  of  the  American  war,  he 
was  employed,  being  then  captain  of  the  Ardent  of  sixty-four 
guns,  iu  cruizing  in  the  liuy  of  Biscay.  He  was  also  present  at 
the  engagement  off  Lsliant,  on  the  27th  of  July,  177S,  in  which 
his  ship,  the  Courageux  of  sev  enty-four  guns,  bore  a very  dis- 
tinguished share.  From  that  pemd  till  the  year  1781,  be  was 
employed  in  the  Chanuel  service,  under  the  progressive  com- 
mands of  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Admiral  Geary,  and  Mr.  Darby. 
On  the  4th  of  January,  in  the  above-mentioned  year,  being  on 
a separate  cruize  with  the  Valiant,  a ship  of  his  own  force,  they 
fell  in  with  two  French  frigates,  one  of  which  was  chased  by 
the  Valiant,  while  his  lordship  pursued  the  other,  which  proved 
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confidence  of  his  commanding  officer,  that,  when 
the  vessels  were  in  the  most  perilous  situation, 

to  be  the  Minerva  of  thirty  guns  and  three  hundred  and  six- 
teen men,  taken  from  the  English  in  the  West  Indies,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  The  sea  ran  very  high  at  the  time 
the  Courageux  got  up  with  her  chace,  which,  though  so  evi- 
dently inferior  in  point  of  strength  to  her  opponent,  was,  with 
a courage  almost  bordering  on  frenzy,  so  obstinately  defended 
by  her  commander,  the  Chevalier  de  Grimouard,  that  she  did 
not  surrender  till  after  tire  captain  himself,  together  witli  twen- 
ty-one persons,  were  dangerously  wounded,  and  one  of  hit 
lieutenants,  and  forty-nine  of  the  crew,  killed.  Soon  after  his 
return  into  port,  his  ship  being  refitted  from  the  damage  she 
had  received  in  the  preceding  engagement,  he  was  sent  with  a 
small  force  to  make  an  attempt  on  Flushing,  which,  from  pre- 
vious information  of  the  meditated  attack,  proved  fruitless. 
Ilis  lordship  was  not  particularly  noticed  during  the  remainder 
of  the  war,  except  in  having  led  tire  van  of  the  commander  in 
chiefs  division  in  the  slight  encounter  which  took  place  off  the 
Streights,  on  the  120th  of  October,  1782,  in  the  relief  of  Gibral- 
tar, by  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe. 

The  Courageux  being  paid  off  soon  after  peace  was  made, 
his  lordship  never  accepted  any  other  naval  command,  but  con- 
fined himself  to  the  duties  of  his  civil  appointments.  At  the 
general  election  in  1 78.+,  he  was  chosen  representative  for  the 
town  of  Newark-upon-Trcnt;  and  in  the  month  of  April,  in 
the  same  year,  was  raised  to  the  high  station  of  joint  paymas- 
ter-general of  the  forces ; and  on  the  18  th  of  the,  ensuing  month 
was  made  one  of  the  commissioners  for  managing  the  affairs  of 
the  East-India  Company.  These  offices,  together  with  that  of 
a lord  of  the  committee  of  council  for  the  consideration  of 
matters  relative  to  trade  and  foreign  plantations,  he  held  till 
the  year  1791.  Previous  to  this  period,  namely  on  the  ]6th 
of  June,  1790,  he  was  still  further  ennobled,  by  being  raised  to 
the  rank  of  a peer  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  same  title  he  had 
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and  all  persons  on  board  entertained  the  strong- 
est apprehensions  that  they  would  be  inclosed 
in  the  ice,  Mr.  Nelson,  notwithstanding  his 
youth,  was  appointed  to  command  one  of  the 
boats  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to 
find  a passage  or  channel  into  the  open  water. 

One  anecdote  is  related  of  him  during  this  ex- 
pedition, which,  though  already  repeatedly  pub- 
lished and  in  some  respects  irregular  with  regard 
to  the  service,  does  too  much  honour  to  his  filial 
attention  to  be  omitted  here : — During  the  time 
the  vessels  were  closely  jammed  up  by  the  ice, 
Mr.  Nelson  was  missed  in  the  night,  and  no  in- 
considerable apprehensions  were  entertained  on 
board  for  his  safety ; but  he  was  at  length  dis- 
covered on  the  return  of  day  at  a considerable 
distance  from  the  vessel,  in  pursuit  of  a large 
bear.  He  was  armed  only  with  a musket,  the 
lock  of  which  having  been,  by  some  accident, 
injured,  was  rendered  of  no  further  service  to 
him  than  as  a club;  yet,  thus  weakly  armed,  he 
had  the  resolution  and  intrepidity  to  pursue  the 
animal,  in  the  hope  of  tiring  it  out,  and  knock- 
ing it  down  with  the  but-end  of  his  piece.  When 
he  returned,  he  was  somewhat  harshly  repri- 

held  his  Irish  honours.  This  advancement,  however,  be  did 
not  long  survive : dying  on  the  10th  of  October,  1792,  and 
leaving  no  issue,  the  English  title  became  extinct,  but  was  re- 
vived in  1794,  in  the  person  of  his  brother,  the  right  honour- 
able Henry  Phipps. 
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manded  by  the  captain,  who  demanded,  ill  a 
very  peremptory  tone,  to  know  his  reason  for 
go  inconsiderate  and  rash  an  undertaking;  when 
his  answer  must  have  unbent  the  brow  of  the 
most  unrelenting  tyrant — “ I was  in  hopes,  sir," 
said  the  young  hero,  “ of  getting  a skin  for  my 
father.” 

The  farther  prosecution  of  the  voyage  being 
given  up  soon  after  the  anecdote  just  mentioned 
had  taken  place,  the  ships  returned  to  England, 
and  were  paid  off  in  the  month  of  October  fol- 
lowing. A fresh  opportunity,  however,  of  in- 
dulging his  thirst  for  rendering  himself  com- 
pletely master  of  his  profession  occurred  very 
soon  afterwards.  A small  squadron  was  order- 
ed to  be  fitted  out  for  the  East  Indies  ; and  our 
youthful  adventurer  entered  on  board  the  Sea- 
horse, of  twenty  guns,  w'hich  vessel  wras  then 
commanded  by  the  gallant  Captain  Farmer,* 

* George  Farmer  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  on  the  23d  of  May,  1 7 59,  and  to  that  of  commander 
the  2(ith  of  May,  176S.  We  know  not  to  w hat  particular  ship 
he  was  first  appointed ; but  in  l/(>9  he  was  commissioned  to  the 
Swift  sloop  of  w ar,  and  ordered  out  to  Falkland  islands.  11^ 
arrived  there  in  safety  early  in  the  ensuing  year,  but  unfortu- 
nately suffered  shipwreck  on  the  13th  of  March  following  at 
Port  Desire,  on  the  coast  of  Patagonia.  The  sloop  had  un- 
happily grounded  on  a sand-bank,  just- at  high-water,  but 
remained  during  the  ebb  in  perfect  safely,  though  Captain 
Farmer  aud  his  crew  were,  during  the  whole  lime,  in  a state  of 
most  anxious  uncertainty.  The  tide  had  began  to  flow,  when 
tiie  hope  of  their  deliverance,  which  had  progressively  strength- 
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who,  some  years  afterwards,  lost  his  life  on 
board  the  Quebec,  in  an  engagement  with  the 

ened,  was  at  once  almost  anniliilated,  by  the  Swift  having 
slipped  off  the  rock,  overset,  and  sunk  to  the  bottom  hi  nine 
fathom  water. 

This  melancholy  accident  being  totally  unexpected,  the 
crew,  who,  in  the  midst  of  their  distress,  were  fortunate  enough 
to  save  their  lives,  were  reduced  to  the  utmost  extremity,  most 
of  them  who  had  been  labouring  incessantly  during  the  w hole 
preceding  tide,  in  the  hope  of  preserving  the  ship  from  further 
mischief  than  she  had  by  the  first  accident  sustained,  being  left 
almost  destitute  of  covering.  This  circumstance  was  rendered 
additionally  alarming  in  that  inhospitable  climate,  by  the  rapid 
approach  of  winter.  The  country  was  barren  to  a degree 
scarcely  credible,  considering  it  a continent.  It  was  destitute 
even  of  water,  except  what  w'as  produced  from  two  old  wells; 
destitute  of  every  article  that  could  contribute  to  the  support 
of  life,  except  the  sea  weed,  w hich  was  thrown  up  above  high 
water  mark,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  internal  resources 
amounted  to  no  more  than  a single  biscuit  for  each  man  per 
day:  nevertheless  in  this  wretched  stale  were  Captain  Farmer 
and  his  crew  compelled  to  remain  during  twenty-nine  days. 

Immediately  on  the  Swift  being  cast  away,  Mr.  William 
White,  then  a master’s  mate,  and  who  afterwards  in  1783 
most  deservedly  obtained  the  rank  of  post-captain  in  the  navy, 
was  dispatched  w ith  six  volunteers  to  Falkland  islands,  as  the 
only  certain  means  of  obtaining  relief.  The  attempt'  w as  ha- 
zardous, particularly  in  those  tempestuous  seas,  the  distance 
being  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  leagues ; but  Pro- 
vidence favoured  their  bold  undertaking,  and  success  crowned 
it.  The  Favourite  sloop,  commanded  by  Captain  Maltby, 
instantly  sailed  to  the  relief  of  the  sufferers,  and  took  them  all 
safely  on  board  on  the  12th  of  April.  The  dispute  with  the 
Spaniards  having  risen  to  no  inconsiderable  height  in  that quar- 
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Surveillante,  8 French  frigate  of  very  superior 
force.  The  climate  of  India  ill  suiting  Mr.  Nel- 

ter,  the  British  foroe,  completely  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  that  right  it  was  sent  to  defend  against  the  for- 
midable armaments,  comparatively  speaking,  which  his  anta- 
gonists brought  against  it,  was  compelled  with  great  re- 
luctance to  give  them  up  quietly  that  possession,  which 
otherwise  would  liave  been  extorted  hv  force,  and  would  have 
occasioned  the  most  serious  consequences,  and  unnecessary 
bloodshed. 

Captain  Farmer  returned  to  England  with  his  people  in  the 
month  of  September,  as  passengers  on  board  the  same  vessel, 
which  delivered  them  from  their  distress  in  the  former  instance, 
the  Favourite  sloop  of  w ar.  On  the  10th  of  January,  1771, 
having  been  previously  most  honourably  acquitted  of  all 
blame  by  a court-martial  held  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring  into 
the  loss  of  die  Swift,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  post-cap- 
tain,  and  commissioned  to  tire  Launceston ; but  this  appoint- 
ment 1 laving,  as  is  very  customary  in  time  of  peace,  been  grade 
out  merely  as  a matter  of  form,  he  quitted  that  ship  immediately 
afterwards,  and  docs  not  appear  to  have  held  any  subsequent 
command  till  the  year  1773,  or  the  succeeding,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Seahorse  of  twenty  guns,  and  ordered  to  the 
East  Indies.  He  continued  there  we  believe  to  the  year  1778, 
and  having  then  returned  to  England,  was  very  soon  after  his 
arrival,  appointed  to  the  Quebec  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns. 
Being  ordered  out  on  a cruize  off  Ushant,  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, he  fell  in,  on  the  4th  of  the  ensuing  month,  with  the 
Surveillante,  a French  frigate  of  the  largest  construction  then 
in  service,  carrying  twenty-eight  eighteen  pounders  on  her  main- 
deck,  ami  twelve  or  fourteen  twelve  and  six-pounders  on  her 
quarter-deck  and  forecastle,  manned  with  a chosen  crew  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  men;  while  the  force  of  the  Quebec 
amounted  to  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
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son’s  constitution,  which,  strange  to  say,  was 
then,  and  ever  afterwards  continued  to  be,  cx- 

twcnty-six  twelve-pounders  on  her  main-deck,  with  six  six- 
pounders  on  her  quarter-deck  and  forecastle.  The  encounter 
commenced  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  having 
then  opened  their  fire  on  the  Quebec,  but  at  too  great  a di- 
stance to  effect  any  considerable  execution.  Captain  Farmer, 
however,  did  not  return  their  salute  till  an  hour  afterwards, 
during  the  whole  of  which  interval,  the  two  ships  continued 
gradually  to  approach  each  other.  Being  then,  as  he  judged, 
sufficiently  near  to  do  execution,  he  hoisted  his  colours  and  be- 
gan to  engage,  still  continuing  to  close  with  the  Surveillante, 
till  he  got  within  pisfol  shot.  The  French  frigate  was  totally 
dismasted,  after  a very  severe  action  of  three  hours  and  a half's 
continuance,  and  appeared  on  the  point  of  surrendering,  when 
unfortunately  the  main  and  fore-masts  of  the  Quebec,  which 
had  been  very  severely  wounded  in  the  former  part  of  the  en- 
gagement, in  which  also  the  mizcn-mast  had  been  already  car- 
ried away,  fell  almost  at  the  same  instant.  The  yards  and 
tattered  remnants  of  the  sails  falling  down  on  the  deck,  im- 
mediately took  fire  from  the  Hash  of  the  Quebec’s  own  guns, 
for  the  spirits  of  the  crew  were  raised  to  that  degree  of  eager- 
ness, that  the  utmost  efforts  of  their  officers  could  not  for  some 
few  minutes  induce  them  to  desist  from  the  encounter.  In  that 
short  iuterval  the  dreadful  mischief  had  taken  place,  and 
fatally  spread  beyond  the  power  of  extinction. 

Owing  to  the  disabled  state  of  the  Quebec,  the  people  were 
rendered  almost  totally  incapable  of  making  any  exertions  for 
the  preservation  of  the  ship;  so  that  her  destruction  was  almost 
inevitable,  from  the  first  moment  the  accident  took  place. 

Some  of  the  officers,  and  several  of  the  seamen,  were 
picked  up  by  the  boats  of  the  Rambler  cutter  who  was  m 
company,  and  had  sustained  a very  sharp  action  with  a vessel 
of  her  own  description,  in  which  her  gaft  was  shot  away,  many 
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tremely  delicate.  Commodore  Hughes,  who 

/ 

persons  were  also  taken  up  by  the  Surveillante.  Several  of 
tiie  crew  swam  on  board  that  ship,  among  whom  was  the  first 
lieutenant,  one  of  whose  arms  was  broken,  and  who  was  aho 
otherwise  wounded.  Having  for  a long  time  endeavoured  to 
persuade  Captain  Farmer  to  accompany  him,  but  in  vain,  he  at 
length  stripped  himself,  and  fortunately  got  on  board  the  Sur- 
vcillante,  w hich  ship  was  found  to  be  herself  in  the  greatest 
distress:  she  was  on  fire,  and  had  been  so  much  damaged  iu 
the  action,  that,  without  the  assistance  of  their  Knglish  visitors, 
little  doubt  is  entertained,  that  she  either  would  have  been 
burnt,  or  have  foundered.  So  great  was  the  apprehension  en- 
tertained by  the  French  sailors  of  their  antagonists,  that  they  re- 
fused for  some  time  to  admit  them  on  hoard,  fearing  they  might 
take  the  ship  from  them,  till  their  officers,  who,  in  justice  to 
them  we  must  observe,  behaved  in  every  respect  like  humane 
and  benevolent  men  of  honour,  compelled  them  to  afford  their 
former  foes  every  assistance  in  their  power.  Mr.  George  erro- 
neously stated  that  the  Surveillante  fired  at  his  boats,  which 
were  sent  to  take  up  those  of  the  sufferers  whom  lie  might  find 
in  the  water.  This  misrepresentation  is  supposed  to  have  arisen, 
either  from  some  of  the  Quebec’s  own  guns  going  off  when  the 
flames  reached  them,  or  tile  casual  discharge  of  some  few  shot 
from  tiie  Surveillante  at  the  Quebec,  utidcr  the  idea  that  resist- 
ance had  not  totally  ceased.  In  the  great  confusion  which  must 
then  have  prevailed,  such  a mistake  might  easily  have  been 
made. 

Captain  Farmer,  who  bad  been  very  severely,  and,  as  it  was 
believed,  mortally  w ounded  in  the  action,  is  said  by  some  of  the 
survivors  who  attended  him,  to  have  pulled  off  his  coat  and 
committed  himself  to  the  sea,  after  remaining  on  board  nearly 
till  the  last  man;  but,  as  might  have  naturally  been  foreseen, 
was  drowned  in  his  attempt  to  get  on  board  cither  the  enemy’s 
frigate,  or  the  Rambler  cutler.  Mr,  George,  who  commanded 
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commanded  in  chief  on  that  station,*  thought 
proper  to  send  him  to  England  on  board  the 

the  Rambler,  concludes  his  account  of  the  action  with  the  fol- 
lowing well-deserved  encomium  on  the  memory  and  gallantry 
of  Captain  Farmer.  “I  want  words  (says  he)  sufficient  to 
describe  the  noble  and  gallant  manner  of  Captain  Fanner's 
engaging  tire  enemy,  for  upwards  of  three  hours  and  a half 
that  he  lay  alongside  the  frigate,  which  carried  twenty-eight 
eighteen  pounders  on  her  main-deck,  and  twelve  guns  on  her 
quarter-deck  and  forecastle.  The  Quebec  continued  burning 
very  fiercely,  with  her  colours  flying,  till  six  o’clock,  when  she 
blew  up." 

Immediately  on  the  news  of  the  above  melancholy  event 
having  arrived  in  England,  the  son  of  Captain  Farmer  was,  as  a 
public  testimony  given  of  the  high  sense  entertained  of  bis  fa  tiler's 
conduct,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baronet  of  Great  Britain. 

* Mr.  afterwards  Sir  Edward,  Hughes,  was  the  descendant 
of  a respectable  family  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  having  a 
predilection  for  the  sea,  entered  into  the  service  when  very  young- 
The  first  particular  mention  wc  find  made  of  him  is,  that  after 
the  taking  of  Porto  Bello  he  was  promoted  by  Mr.  Vernon,  the 
commander  in  chief,  to  a lieutenancy,  for  his  conduct  during 
the  siege  of  that  plate,  his  commission  being  dated  on  the  25th 
of  August,  1740.  In  the  year  1/47  he  sailed  as  a passenger 
in  the  Warwick  (being  then  only  a lieutenant)  to  Louisbourg, 
carryinga  special  recommendation  to  Commodore  Knowles,  and 
was  by  him  appointed  to  thecommand  of  the  Lark,  pro  tempore, 
as  successor  to  Captain  Crookshauks,  her  commander,  who 
was  suspended.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  which  took 
place  on  Captain  Crookshanks,  he  being  totally  dismissed  from 
all  command,  Mr.  Hughes  was  regularly  appointed  to  the 
Lark,  by  commission  bearing  date  the  6'tli  of  February,  1747-8, 
which  being  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  admiralty-board, 
be  accordingly  took  rank  as  post-captain  from  that  very  hour. 
Front  tins  time,  till  that  of  his  receiving  the  rank  of  com- 
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Dolphin,  a frigate,  then  under  orders  to  sail  for 
Europe ; and  gratitude,  as  well  as  justice,  re-> 

modore,  about  the  year  1774,  though  frequently  engaged  in 
active  service,  nothing  very  remarkable  occurred  to  merit  par- 
ticular notice,  except  his  intermediate  appointments.  In  1756 
he  was  commissioned  to  the  Deal-castle,  of  twenty-four  guns; 
and  in  1757  was  removed  to  the  Somerset,  a third  rate,  then  on 
the  American  station,  in  which  ship  he  served  with  the  highest 
credit  in  the  memorable  expedition  against  Louisbourg,  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  Boscawen,  as  lie  afterwards  did  in  that 
undertaken  against  Quebec,  by  Sir  Charles  Saunders  and 
General  Wolfe.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  war  he  was 
removed  by  Sir  Charles  Saunders  into  the  Neptune,  of  ninety 
guns,  on  board  wbicli  ship  Sir  Charles  had  hoisted  his  flag, 
and  in  which  he  accompanied  him  to  the  Mediterranean,  in 
the  spring  of  tile  year  1760.  From  the  conclusion  of  hostilities 
till  the  year  1770,  he  was  unemployed.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed to  the  Somerset,  and  after  retaining  the  command  of 
that  ship  tlnee  years,  was,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1774, 
raised  to  the  rank  of  commodore,  and  appointed  to  the  East- 
India  station,  whither  he  repaired  in  the  Isis,  of  fifty  guns,  and 
without  meeting  with  any  occurrence  worth  notice  during  the 
time  he  held  the  command  there,  returned  to  Europe  in  1777, 
being  succeeded  by  Sir  Edward  Vernon. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Europe,  he  was  honoured  by  his 
sovereign  with  the  order  of  the  Bath,  and  being  raised  to  the 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  on  the  23d  of  January,  1778, 
was  in  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  year  again  appointed  to 
the  chief  command  in  the  East  Indies;  for  which  station, 
having  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Superb,  of  seventy-four 
guns,  he  immediately  sailed,  taking  with  him,  besides  his  own 
ship,  two  others  of  seventy-four,  and  three  of  sixty-four  guns. 
On  his  passage  thither,  he  reduced  the  French  settlement  at 
Goree,  and  on  his  arrival  in  India,  finding  his  own  squadron 
fully  capable  of  encountering  whatever  force  the  French  could 
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quires  us  to  state,  that  the  very  humane  atten- 
tion he  received  when  in  his  infirm  state  of 

collect,  lie  dispatched  Commodore  Vernon  with  the  ships  he 
found  on  that  station  under  his  command,  to  Europe.  Every 
thing  remained  in  perfect  tranquillity  tiH  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1781 ; when  Monsieur  de  Suffrein,  who  had  been  detached 
by  the  French  court  to  India  with  a squadron  of  five  sail  of  the 
tine,  and  several  others,  armed  cn  flute,  arrived  there.  Hosti- 
lities immediately  commenced,  and  Sir  Edward,  having  pre- 
viously been  joined  by  three  ships  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty 
guns,  was  not  backward  in  seeking  the  enemy.  On  the  17th 
of  February  a partial  engagement  took  place,  which  lasted  three 
hours,  five  ships  only  of  Sir  Edward’s  squadron  being  engaged, 
owing  to  the  wind,  with  eight  of  the  enemy.  Both  armaments 
suffered  considerably,  and  the  British  proceeded  to  Triucomdf, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  2+tli,  to  refit,  which  was  done  with 
such  expedition,  as  to  enable  it  to  put  to  sea  again  on  the  4th  of 
March.  On  the  30th  Sir  Edward  was  joined  by  two  more 
ships  of  the  line  from  Englund ; and  on  the  twelfth  of  the  fol- 
lowing month,  was  again  enabled  to  bring  the  French  to  ac- 
tion. In  this  engagement,  though  jio  ship  was  taken,  the  ad- 
vantage was  evidently  in  favour  of  the  English ; and  indeed 
Monsieur  Sulfreiu's  own  ship  was  so  severely  handled,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  shift  his  flag  to  another ; and  at  length 
the  whole  of  the  French  squadron  was  obliged  to  retire  in 
the  greatest  disorder.  This  contest  decided  the  superiority  of 
Britain  in  those  seas ; for  though  the  French  commander  made 
a shew  on  the  19th  of  again  attacking  the  English  squadron,  in 
hopes  of  cutting  off  the  Monmouth,  which  lay  completely  dis- 
masted, yet  Sir  Edward  made  so  judicious  a disposition  of  his 
force,  that  the  former  thought  projier  to  haul  his  wind,  and 
soon  after  to  quit,  for  a time,  these  seas,  where  he  had  hoped 
to  have  reigned  triumphant. 

Sir  Edward  again  sailed  in  search  of  the  French  squadron  on 
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health  from  Captain  J.  Pigot,  who  then  com- 
manded the  Dolphin,  contributed  in  a great  de- 
gree to  the  preservation  of  his  life,  which  was 
for  a considerable  time  in  the  most  imminent 
danger. 

The  air  of  his  native  country  operated  like  a 
magical  charm  on  the  constitution  of  this  enter- 
prising young  man.  He  recovered  so  speedily, 
that,  though  the  Dolphin  was  not  paid  oft'  till 
the  24th  of  December,  1776,  on  the  26th  of  the 
same  month  he  was  appointed,  by  order  from  Sir 
James  Douglas,  then  commander  in  chief  at 
Portsmouth,  to  be  acting  lieutenant  of  the  Wor- 
cester, a third  rate,  commanded  by  Capt.  Mark 

(be  20th  of  June,  but  no  encounter  took  place  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  and  he  was  afterwards  joined  by  Sir 
Richard  Bickerton,  with  a reinforcement  of  six  sail  of  the  line, 
and  the  Bristol  of  fifty  guns.  Hostilities  had  ceased  in  Europe 
early  in  the  year  1783,  but  the  intelligence  had  not  reached 
India  iii  the  month  of  June,  at  which  time,  the  admiral  being 
off  Cuddalore,  the  enemy  again  appeared  in  sight ; a heavy 
cannonade  took  place,  which  continued  three  hours,  when  the 
French  again  thought  proper  to  haul  off.  On  the  22d  they 
were  again  descried  off'  Pondicherry,  but  no  encounter  took 
place.  Sir  Edward  immediately  proceeded  to  Madras,  where 
certain  intelligence  being  received  that  peace  was  concluded, 
hostilities  ceased,  and  Sir  Edward  returned  to  England ; after 
which  he  never  took  upon  him  any  other  command.  He  was 
advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red  on  the  24th  of  Sept. 
J787,  and  afterwards,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1793,  to  be  ad- 
miral of  the  blue.  He  died,  universally  beloved  and  respcctedj 
on  the  17th  of  February  , 1794. 
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Jiobinson,*  which  ship  was  then  under  sailing 
orders  for  Gibraltar,  with  a convoy.  Mr.  Nel- 

* The  services  of  this  gentleman,  previous  to  his  attaining 
the  rank  of  post-captain,  are  hut  little  known,  except  that  he 
served  as  a lieutenant  on  board  the  Ramillies,  about  the  year 
1757,  that  ship  then  bearing  the  flag  of  Sir  Edward  Ilawkc. 
He  was  on  the  13th  of  August,  l/6'0,  advanced  to  the  rank 
first  mentioned,  bv  being  appointed  captain  of  the  Vanguard, 
a third  rate  ; though  some  accounts  state  him  to  have  com- 
manded the  Isis  of  fifty  guns,  in  the  very  early  part  of  that 
year.  In  17b-  lie  received  a commission  for  the  Rainbow  of 
forty-four  guns,  which  ship  he  is  believed  to  have  quitted  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  nor  is  be  known  to  have  been  again  em- 
ployed till  1767,  when  he  received  the  command  of  the 
Fowey,  of  twenty-four  guns ; and  the  settlement  of  the  Falk- 
land Islands  being  then  in  contemplation,  is  reported  to  have 
been  ordered  into  the  southern  Atlantic.  He  returned  how- 
ever to  England  in  1769  > nor  did  he  again  fill  any  active  sta- 
tion till  some  time  in  the  year  1775,  when  he  w3s  commis- 
sioned to  the  Worcester,  one  of  the  guardships  at  Portsmouth, 
mounting  sixty-four  guns.  This  command  he  held  till  the 
beginning  of  the  year  177 9>  when  the  Worcester  being  under 
orders  for  the  East  Indies,  he  quitted  her,  and  was  promoted, 
in  the  month  of  March,  to  the  Shrewsbury,  of  seventy-four 
guns.  During  the  time,  however,  that  he  retained  the  com- 
mand of  the  Worcester,  that  ship  constituted  a port  of  the 
Channel  fleet,  and  he  was  materially  engaged  hi  the  action  that 
took  place  off  Ushant  with  the  French  fleet  under  Count  d’Or- 
villiers,  on  the  27th  of  July,  1778,  being  appointed  to  lead  the 
rear  division,  commanded  by  Sir  Hugh  Paliiser.  He  was  after- 
wards ordered  to  reinforce  Sir  George  Rodney  in  the  West 
Indies,  but  did  not  reach  his  destination  till  after  the  encoun- 
ters with  the  Count  de  Guicben  had  taken  place.  Nothing  of 
any  material  consequence  happened  to  this  gentleman  until 
after  his  return  to  the  West  Indies  from  North  America,  wbi- 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEMOIRS  Ol 


16 

son  retained  this  station  till  the  month  of  April 
following,  and  displayed  during  the  whole  of  a 
very  long  disagreeable  winter’s  cruize  in  the  Bay 
of  Biscay,  the  same  attention  to  his  duty  which 
had  so  deservedly  acquired  him  the  love  and  the 
esteem  of  every  officer  he  had  before  sailed  with. 
Captain  Robinson  is,  in  particular,  said  to  have 
declared  to  his  friends,  that  notwithstanding  Mr. 
Nelson’s  youth,  he  being  then  little  more  than 
eighteen  years  old,  he  felt  himself  quite  as  easy 

ther  he  accompanied  Sir  George  Rodney.  In  1781  he  mate- 
rially distinguished  himself  in  the  action  which  took  place  be- 
tween the  greater  part  of  the  British  fleet  detached  under  the 
orders  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  and  the  French  armament  com- 
manded by  the  Count  de  Grasse.  In  that  encounter  he  led 
the  division  of  Rear-admiral  Drake;  and  though  he  displayed, 
as  indeed  he  did  on  all  occasions,  the  greatest  gallantry,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  to  sustain  but  little  loss,  having  only  six  men 
killed  and  fourteen  wounded.  He  however  experienced  a more 
severe  iry ury  on  the  5th  of  September  following,  at  the  battle 
off  the  Chcsa'peak : for  Sir  Samuel  Hood  har  ing  proceeded,  in 
the  month  of  August,  with  part  of  the  Wcst-India  squadron  to 
America,  immediately  sailed  with  Mr.  Graves  and  his  squadron 
in  quest  of  the  enemy.  In  the  engagement  which  took  place, 
the  Shrewsbury,  from  the  disposition  of  the  fleet,  led  into  ac- 
tion, and  received  more  damage  than  any  other  of  the  British 
squadron,  having  had  fourteen  men  killed,  and  fifty-two 
wounded.  Unfortunately  for  himself  and  his  country,  Captain 
Robinson  was  among  the  latter,  having  lost  a leg  by  a camion 
shot.  He  recovered  this  misfortune,  but  ceased  acting  as  a naval 
officer.  He  was  however  gratified  with  a pension  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  a year;  and  when  by  seniority  lie  became  entitled 
to  a flag,  was  placed  on  the  list  of  superannuated  admirals. 
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in  the  most  boisterous  night,  when  it  was  his 
turn  to  command  the  watch,  as  when  it  was 
that  of  the  oldest  officer  in  the  ship. 

The  necessary  period  of  service  in  the  subor- 
dinate station  of  midshipman  or  mate  being  ex- 
pired, Mr.  Nelson  passed  his  examination  on  the 
8th  of  April,  1777,  and  acquitted  himself  on  the 
occasion  with  such  high  credit,  that  on  the  fol- 
lowing day  he  received  a commission  as  second 
lieutenant  of  the  Lowestoffe,  of  thirty-two  guns, 
a frigate,  commanded  by  Captain  William 
Locker,*  afterwards  lieutenant-governor  of 

* This  brave  man  was  the  son  of  Mr.  John  Locker,  a gen- 
tleman highly  esteemed  in  the  literary  world  tor  bis  knowledge 
in  polite  literature,  and  remarkable  for  his  skill  in  the  modem 
C reek  language.  1 1 is  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Stilliugflcet, 
Bishop  of  Worcester,  by  his  lordship’s  first  wife,  and  was  con- 
sequently sister  to  the  celebrated  Benjamin  Stillingfleet.  Being 
destined  by  his  parents  for  the  sea  service,  he  began  his  career 
in  that  line  under  the  protection  of  Captain  Wyndham,  a distaiij 
relative,  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen,  in  the  year  1746,  and  ac- 
companied him  on  hoard  the  Kent  of  seventy  guns,  of  wliich 
ship  that  gentleman  then  held  the  command.  On  the  decease 
of  his  patron,  which  happened  very  soon  after  his  appointment 
to  the  Kent,  Mr.  Locker  was  removed  to  the  Vainqueur  sloop, 
Captain  Kirk,  under  whom  he  continued  to  serve  in  that  and 
other  vessels  on  the  Jamaica  station,  till  removed  into  the  flag- 
ship of  Admiral  Knowles,  the  Cornwall.  This  situation  he  soon 
quitted,  and  was  again  put  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Kirk,  with  u hom  lie  returned  to  Euro]>e  in  the  Elizabeth,  in 
the  year  1748. 

Hostilities  having  ceased,  and  Mr.  Locker  wishing  to  perfect 
himself  in  maritime  alluir.-,  lie  entered  into  the  Easl-India  ser- 
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Greenwich  hospital,  who  was  appointed  to  that 
ship,  on  a three  years  station  at  the  island  of 

vice,  and  made  two  or  three  voyages  to  their  most  distant  set- 
tlements, by  which  means  lie  became  a great  proficient  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  duty  as  a seaman. 

War~against  France  recommencing  in  the  year  1756,  he  re- 
turned to  the  king's  service,  and  served  under  Sir  Edward 
* Hawke  as  a mate  and  acting  lieutenant,  in  which  stations  he 
attracted  his  notice  so  much,  that  when  he  was  sent  out  to  the 
Mediterranean  for  the  purpose  of  superceding  Mr.  Byng,  he 
selected  Mr.  I,ockcr  as  one  of  the  officers  to  be  appointed  in 
the  place  of  those  whom  it  might  be  necessary  to  send  home, 
in  order  to  give  evidence  on  the  meditated  enquiry  into  the  un- 
fortunate admiral's  conduct.  He  was,  soon  after  his  arrival 
there,  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Experiment,  commanded  by 
Sir  John  Strachan.  This  vessel,  while  on  a cruize  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, had  so  distressed  the  French  Commerce,  that  a 
large  ship,  which  had  been  formerly  an  East-Indiaman,  was  fit- 
ted out  by  the  French  merchants,  and  manned  with  a picked 
crew  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  men,  in  order  to  attack  her. 
The  crew  of  the  Experiment  consisted  of  no  more  than  one 
hundred  and  forty-two  men,  and  mounted  only  twenty  guns, 
of  which  fourteen  were  nine-pounders,  two  sixes,  and  four 
four-pounders,  while  the  Telemaque,  her  opponent,  besides 
the  disproportion  of  her  crew,  carried  twenty-six,  most  of 
which  were  twelve-pounders,  and  the  remainder  nine. 

The  ships  fell  in  w ith  car'-i  other  on  the  10th  of  June,  1757 ; 
and  both  parties  being  equally  anxious  for  the  contest,  an  en- 
gagement immediately  took  place  with  the  greatest  fury,  which 
was  finally  put  an  end  to  by  the  gallantry  of  Mr.  Locker. 
The  French,  confiding  in  the  superiority  of  their  numbers,  at- 
tempted to  board  the  Experiment  in  the  heat  of  the  action  : 
they  were  in  the  first  instance  foiled,  but,  returning  a second 
time  to  the  charge,  effected  their  purpose,  but  so  imperfectly, 
that  they  were  instantly  driven  back,  with  very  comi  lerablc 
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Jamaica.  His  new  commander  very  soon  found, 
experimentally,  that  his  behaviour  in  every  re- 
toss. Mr.  Locker  immediately  requested  his  captain,  Sir  John 
Strachan,  to  suffer  him  to  return  the  compliment,  which  being 
permitted,  he  conducted  the  attack  in  so  gallant  a maimer,  that 
though  the  enemy  made  an  obstinate  defence, they  were  obliged 
to  surrender,  though  with  the  greatest  reluctance;  for  Mr. 
Locker  was  obliged  to  bring  their  own  captain,  wounded,  on 
deck,  to  command  those  who  were  quartered  in  the  tops  to 
cease  their  fire.  In  tills  encounter  he  received  a wound  from 
a splinter  in  his  leg,  which,  though  slight,  affected  him  at  times  ' 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  some  reason,  not  to  be 
accounted  for,  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  action  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  Mr.  Osborn,  which  very  much  displeased  Sir 
John  Strachan,  not,  as  lie  declared,  on  his  own  account,  but 
on  that  of  Lieutenant  Locker,  to  whose  gallantry7  and  good 
conduct  the  success  was  principally  owing. 

Sir  John  being  taken  ill,  Mr.  Jervis,  now  Earl  of  St.  Vincent, 
was  appointed  to  the  Experiment;  from  which  period  Mr. 
Locker,  whose  abilities  as  au  officer  became  every  day  more 
conspicuous,  became  possessed  of  that  great  man’s  most  per- 
fect esteem,  which  continued  to  the  time  of  his  decease.  After 
the  recovery  of  Sir  John  Strachan,  lie  was  promoted  to  the 
Sapphire,  of  thirty-two  gnus,  and  took  his  former  officers, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Locker,  with  him  to  that  ship;  which 
being  attached  to  the  fleet  under  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  be  was  pre- 
sent at  the  defeat  of  Conflaus,  in  November  1 7 5y,  oft' Quiberon ; 
but  from  bis  station  took  no  part  iti  the  encounter.  In  the 
following  year  he  was  appointed  lieutenant  of  the  Ramiiiies, 
commanded  by  Captain  Taylor,  and  narrowly  escaped  ship- 
wreck in  that  vessel,  from  the  accidental  circumstance  of  the 
officer  who  was  to  have  succeeded  him  in  the  Sapphire  not 
having  joined  the  Ramillics  when  she  went  to  sea.  Thus  pre- 
veuted  from  going  on  board  the  lust-mentioned  ship,  he  was 
appointed  fourth  lieutenant  of  the  Royal  Ge.rge,  under  Sir 
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spect  justified  that  character,  which  he  before 
knew  only  from  report.  Immediately  af:er  his 

Edward  Hawke,  with  whom  he  remained  till  1762,  when, 
through  his  recommendation,  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
commander,  and  promoted  to  the  Roman  Emperor  fireship. 

When  peace  was  concluded,  he  received  a commission  for 
the  Nautilus  sloop  of  war,  in  w hich  he  sailed  to  Coree  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  from  whence,  after  having  delivered  up  that 
fortress  to  the  French,  he  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  where 
he  remained  three  years,  performing  what  duty  was  requisite 
with  the  utmost  diligence.  Soon  after  his  return  to  England, 
he  was,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1768,  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
post -captain,  and  for  the  sake  of  form,  was  commissioned  to 
the  Mercury,  which  ship  he  never  however  joined,  being  im- 
mediately afterwards  appointed  to  the  Queen  of  ninety  guns, 
a new  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  navigating  her  to  Plymouth 
from  Woolwich. 

In  October,  1770,  he  received  the  command  of  the  Thames 
frigate,  which  lie  held  during  the  customary  time,  when  he  re- 
tired, and  was  not  again  employed  till  the  commencement  of 
the  dispute  with  America.  On  this  occasion  he  was  commis- 
sioned to  the  Lowestoffe,  of  thirty-two  guns,  and  proceeded  in 
her  to  the  West  Indies,  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  Clarke 
Gayton.  On  that  station  he  remained  till  the  year  177  fl,  when 
ill  health  obliging  him  to  resign  the  command,  he  returned  to 
England.  It  was  in  the  above  vessel  that  Lord  Nelson  served 
under  him,  and  to  his  instruction  and  advice  the  noble  lord 
has  most  honourably  ami  publicly  attributed  the  chief  know- 
ledge be  gained  of  maritime  service.  His  infirm  state  of  health 
did  not  permit  him  to  accept  of  any  other  command  till  the 
year  1790,  if  we  except  his  being  selected  as  one  of  the  officers 
to  superintend  the  impress  service  at  Exeter,  which,  by  his  ju- 
dicious management  of,  he  rescued  in  a great  measure  from  the 
obloquy  generally  attached  to  it.  In  179O  he  took  the  com- 
mand of  the  Cambridge,  an  eighty  gun  ship,  as  captain  to  Mr. 
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arrival,  he  was  accordingly  appointed  to  com- 
mand a schooner,  which  was  fitted  out  as  a ten- 
der to  the  Lowestoffe.  In  this  station  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  on  a variety  of  occasions, 
which,  in  the  memoirs  of  so  active  and  great  a 
character  as  his  lordship's,  it  becomes  needless 
to  repeat.  The  narrative  would  afford  nothing 
but  a constant  uniform  repetition  of  valorous 
and  noble  acts,  each  vying  with  the  other  so 
closely,  that  it  might  be  difficult  to  assign  any 


since  Lord  Graves,  then  port-admiral  at  Plymouth,  which  was 
equipped  on  account  of  an  exacted  rupture  with  Spain,  rela- 
tive toNootka  Sound;  but  this  being  compromised,  Mr.  Graves 
struck  Im  dag,  aud  Mr.  Locker  again  retired  to  his  domestic 
enjoyments. 

In  the  year  1792  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  commodore, 
and  hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on  hoard  the  Sandwich  of 
ninety  guns,  as  commander  in  chief  at  the  Nore.  This  situa- 
tion he  held  but  a short  time,  as  in  the  ensuing  spring  he  was 
advanced  to  be  lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich  hospital,  a 
situation  he  enjoyed  til)  his  death,  which,  after  several  paralytic 
attacks,  happened  on  the  2dth  of  December,  1800,  being  in  the 
70th  year  of  his  age.  He  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  William 
Parry,  Esq.  admiral  of  the  blue,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1770, 
and  left  issue  by  her,  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. His  general  character  may  be  justly  summed  up  in  a few 
words : he  was  mild  and  benevolent  as  a man ; steady,  active, 
eager,  and  diligent,  as  an  officer ; possessed  of  a courage  cool 
and  determined,  yet  when  circumstances  required  him  to  be 
so,  sufficiently  impetuous,  at  the  same  time  without  rashness  or 
imprudence.  In  Iris  life  lie  was  truly  respected,  and  at  his 
death  most  sincerely  regretted  by  all  who  had  the  happiness 
of  his  acquaintance. 
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particular  one  to  which  pre-eminence  is  due. 
We  cannot  however  resist  the  ^temptation,  even 
though  we  may  incur  the  charge  of  literary  pi- 
racy, by  inserting  an  extract  from  his  memoirs, 
published  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Naval 
Chronicle,  page  163,  which,  in  just  and  honest 
tribute  to  the  merits  of  that  publication,  we 
aver  to  contain  the  only  genuine  account  of  his 
lordship’s  life,  so  far  as  it  goes,  that  has  ever  yet 
appeared. 

“ During  Mr.  Nelson’s  continuance  in  the 
Lowestoffe,  as  second  lieutenant,  a circumstance 
occurred,  which,  as  it  strongly  presaged  his  cha- 
racter, and  conveys  no  invidious  reflection  on 
the  officer  to  whom  it  alludes,  deserves  to  be 
here  recorded. 

**  In  a strong  gale  of  wind,  and  a heavy  sea, 
the  Lowestoffe  captured  an  American  letter  of 
marque.  The  captain  ordered  the  first  lieute- 
nant to  board  her,  which  he  accordingly  at- 
tempted,  but  was  not  able  to  effect,  owing  to 
the  tremendous  sea  running.  On  his  return  to 
the  ship,  Captain  Locker  exclaimed,  ‘ Have  I 
then  no  officer  who  can  board  the  prize?’  On' 
hearing  this,  the  master  immediately  ran  to  the 
gang-way,  in  order  to  jump  into  the  boat,  when 
Lieutenant  Nelson  suddenly  stopped  him,  say- 
ing, .*  It  is  my  turn  now — if  I come  back,  it  will 
be  yours.’  Hence  we  perceive  the  indications 
of  that  intrepid  spirit  which  no  danger  could 
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ever  dismay  or  appal ; and  also  an  early  propen- 
sity for  deeds  of  hardy  enterprize.  In  the  sub- 
sequent events  of  his  glorious  life,  the  reader 
will  observe  with  pleasure,  that  whatever  perils 
or  difficulties  Horatio  Nelson  had  to  encounter, 
they  only  called  forth  a greater  energy  of  mind 
to  surmount  them.” 

Captain  Locker  being,  in  1779,  compelled  to 
return  to  England  for  the  benefit  of'  his  health, 
Mr.  Nelson  was  appointed  by  Sir  Peter  Parker,1* 

* This  gentleman  was  the  son  of  Rear-admiral  Christopher 
Parker.  Of  the  early  part  of  his  initiation  into  the  service, 
there  arc  no  particulars ; but  we  find  him  in  the  year  1743 
sewing  on  hoard  the  Russel,  of  w hich  ship  hcw'as  appointed  a 
lieutenant  by  Admiral  Matthews,  then  commander  in  chief  of 
the  fleet  employed  on  the  Mediterranean  station. 

How  long  he  continued  in  this  situation  is  not  known,  nei- 
ther are  his  subsequent  appointments,  till  he  was  promoted  to 
1m;  captain  of  the  Margate,  supposed  to  have  been  a frigate, 
from  which,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  174 9,  he  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  Lancaster,  a third  rate.  A second  cliasm  in  our 
knowledge  of  his  commands  then  takes  place,  and  continues  till 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  France  in  1756,  when 
in  the  following  year  he  was  appointed  to  the  Woolwich,  a 
fourth  rate,  of  fifty  guns,  employed  in  the  West  Indies.  On  his 
return’ from  thence,  he  was  removed  to  the  Montague,  and  em- 
ployed during  the  winter  of  175.3  in  cruizing  in  the  Channel, 
where  he  was  successful  in  capturing  several  prizes.  In  the  year 
1761  he  commanded  the  Buckingham,  in  which  ship  he  served 
under  Commodore  Keppel  in  covering  the  siege  of  Bellt  -sle, 
and  blocking  up  the  French  ports;  but  that  ship  becom.ng  in 
need  of  repair  soon  afterwards,  he  removed  into  the  Terrible, 
of  74  guns,  just  newly  launched.  Phe  latter  vessel  being  put  out 
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then  commander  in  chief  on  that  station,  to  be 
third  lieutenant  of  the  Bristol,  which  was  his 

of  commission  not  long  afterwards,  no  further  mention  is  made 
of  Mr.  Parker  till  the  year  1772,  when  he  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood,  and  in  1774  was  commissioned  to  the  Barfleur, 
of  ninety  guns..  About  the  end  of  the  year  1775,  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  commodore  on  the  American  station, 
whither  he  sailed,  from  Portsmouth,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
having  hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the  Bristol,  of  fifty 
guns.  Owing  to  the  tempestuous  weather  he  met  with,  he 
did  not  arrive  before  Charlestown,  in  South  Carolina,  which 
was  the  destined  object  of  Ids  attack,  till  the  beginning  of  June 
the  following  year.  The  assault  took  place  on  the  28th  ; and 
though  thf  commodore  acted  with  the  greatest  personal  intre- 
pidity and  professional  ability,  the  diliiculties  which  prevented 
his  entering  the  harbour  were  too  great  to  be  overcome.  After 
this  failure  Sir  Peter  put  himself  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Howe,  and  soon  afterwards  was  detached  with  a small  squa- 
dron against  Rhode  Island.  In  this  expedition  he  was  com- 
pletely successful,  and  continued  in  command  at  that  port,  till 
having  been  raised,  in  the  month  of  April,  to  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  he  was  ordered  to  Jamaica,  where  he 
remained  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  and  so  judiciously 
stationed  his  cruizcrs,  as  to  in  jure  the  trade  of  the  enemy  very 
materially.  He  quitted  Jamaica  in  1782,  and  returned  to 
England  on  board  the  Sandwieh.  He  had  been  advanced, 
in  the  year  1778,  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  white;  on  the 
1.9th  of  March,  1779,  *0  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue;  and 
, on  the  26'th  of  September,  1780,  to  be  vice  of  the  white. 
Since  the  period  of  his  return  to  England,  Sir  Peter’s  appoint- 
ments have  been  confined  to  those  of  a port-admiral.  In  the 
year  1787,  he  was  chosen  representative  for  the  borough  of 
Malden,  but  was  not  re-elected  into  the  new  parliament. 
On  the  24th  of  September,  1787,  he  was  promoted  to  be 
admiral  of  the  blue;  and  laftly,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1795, 
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flag-ship.  He  rose  from  thence  in  regular  rota- 
tion to  be  first  in  that  rank,  and  was  afterwards, 
as  he  had  a very  just  claim  to  be,  promoted  to 
the  command  of-the  Badger  sloop  of  war.  Being 
ordered  out  to  the  Musquiro  shore  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  Baymeu  from  the  depredations 
of  the  American  privateers,  he  there  shewed 
himself  no  less  attentive  to  the  moral  duties  of 
private  life,  than,  he  had  before  approved,  he  was 
to  those  of  his  profession.  By  his  care,  his  gen- 
tleness of  manners,  and  conciliating  conduct,  he 
gained  the  entire  love  of  all  the  settlers,  who, 
when  his  time  of  service  on  that  station  expired, 
voted  him  their  unanimous  thanks  for  his  con- 
duct, and  expressed  their  regret  at  his  departure 
in  the  most  affectionate  terms. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  at  Jamaica,  his  presence 
of  mind  and  uncommon  exertions  proved  the 
cause  of  preserving  from  destruction  Captain 
Lloyd,  and  all  the  crew  of  the  Glasgow,  a twen- 
ty-gun ship,  commanded  by  that  gentleman, 
which  had  unfortunately  taken  fire,  owing  to  an 
accident  by  no  means  uncommon,  occasioned  by 

carelessness  in  drawing  off  a cask  of  rum.  Cap- 
« 

to  the  same  rank  in  the  white  squadron.  He  has  since  that 
time  risen  through  seniority,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
tire  late  Earl  Howe,  to  the  highest  rank  in  the  navy,  that  of 
admiral  of  the  fleet ; but,  owing  to  his  advanced  age,  has  not 
taken  on  himself  any  command  ^nce  th#  commencement  of 
the  present  war. 

D X ' 
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tain  Lloyd,  to  our  certain  knowledge,  nev«r 
mentioned  the  transaction  alhided  to,  without 
uttering  the  warmest  and  most  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments of  the  coolness  and  the  intrepidity 
displayed  on  so  dreadful  an  occasion,  by  this 
youthful  hero. 

On  the  nth  of  June  1779,  he  was  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  post-captain,  and  appointed  to  the 
Hmchinbrooke,  of  twenty  guns.  An  attack  upon 
the  island  of  Jamaica  being  then  daily  appre- 
hended, in  consequence  of  the  French  fleet  hav- 
ing arrived  at  Hispaniola  from  Martinico,  under 
the  command  of  that  well-known  character  the 
Count  d’Estaing,  Captain  Nelson  was  appointed, 
both  by  the. general  and  admiral,  to  command  the 
important  batteries  which  defended  Port  Royal, 
a post,  than  which  a more  honourable  and  impor- 
tant one,  could  not  have  been  entrusted  to  him. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  year,  all 
apprehension  of  a visit  from  the  enemy  having 
passed  away,  an  expedition  was  planned,  and 
sent  out  against  the  Spanish  settlements,  situ- 
ated on  the  river  St.  John,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. The  chief  command  by  sea  was  given  to 
Captain  Nelson,  who,  not  content  with  coldly' 
fulfilling  what  the  strict  letter  of  his  duty  re- 
quired, quitted  his  ship,  and  volunteering  his 
services  up  the  river,  through  a navigation  then 
totally  unknown  to  all  Europeans,  Spaniards  ex- 
cepted, contributed  most  essentially,  by  his  ex- 
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ertions  and  gallantry,  to  the  capture  of  Fort  St. 
Juan.  Captain  Poison,  the  commanding  officer 
by  land,  in  his  public  dispatches,  pays  the  fol- 
lowing tribute  to  his  conduct, 

“ Captain  Nelson,  then  of  the  Hinchinbrooke, 
came  up  with  thirty-four  seamen,  one  serjeant, 
and  twelve  marines.  I want  words  to  express 
the  obligations  I owe  that  gentleman  ; he  was 
the  first  on  every  service,  whether  by  day,  or  by 
night.  There  was  scarcely  a gun  fired,  but  was 
pointed  by  him,  or  Lieutenant  Despard,  chief 
engineer,  who  has  exerted  himself  on  every  oc- 
casion. I am  persuaded,  if  our  shot  had  held 
out,  we  should  have  had  the  fort  a week  sooner. 
As  Captain  Nelson  goes  to  Jamaica,  he  can  in- 
form you  of  every  delay,  and  point  of  service, 
as  well  as  I could,  for  he  knows  my  very 
thoughts. 

“ The  bearer.  Lieutenant  Mounsey,  can  in- 
form your  excellency  of  many  things  that  may 
escape  my  memory  : he  is  a very  good  officer, 
and  commanded  the  party  I sent  to  reconnoitre 
the  look-out,  and  began  the  attack  of  it,  in  con- 
cert with  Captain  Despard  and  Captain  Nelson, 
who  with  his  seamen  volunteered  that  duty.” 

In  the  fort  were  found  one  brass  mortar,  of  five 
inches  and  an  half,  twenty  pieces  of  brass  ord- 
nance, mounted,  besides  swivels,  ten  or  twelve 
iron  ditto,  dismounted,  together  with  a propor- 
tionate quantity  of  military  stores. 
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The  fatigue  occasioned  by  such  extraordinary 
exertions,  added  to  the  natural  unwholesomeness 
of  the  climate  on  the  Spanish  main,  and  the  deli- 
cacy of  his  own  constitution,  reduced  him  to  the 
necessity  of  returning  back  to  Jamaica  as  a pas- 
senger, on  board  the  Victor  sloop.  On  his  ar- 
rival, he  found  himself  to  have  been  promoted 
during  his  absence,  to  the  command  of  the  Janus 
of  forty-four  guns,  as  successor  to  Captain  Bon- 
novier  Glover,  who  had  died  on  the  21st  of 
March  preceding.  So  much,  however,  was  he 
debilitated,  as  to  be  incapable  of  profiting  from 
this  honourable  testimony  paid  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  his  conduct.  It  appears  very 
doubtful,  whether  he  ever  proceeded  to  sea  as 
captain  of  the  Janus;  having,  during  the  greatest 
part  of  b:s  time,  been  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
■ maining,  for  the  better  preservation  of  his  health, 
at  the  residence  of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  the  com- 
mander in  chief  on  that  station  ; who  paid  him 
the  kindest  and  most  affectionate  attention. 
These  marks  of  friendship  were  unfortunately 
unproductive  of  the  Cnd  to  which  they  were  ap- 
plied ; for  Captain  Nelson’s  health  still  continu- 
ing much  impaired,  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  returning  to  England,  at  the  close  of  the  same 
year,  with  the  honourable  Captain  Cornwallis,* 
as  a passenger  on  board  the  Lion. 

* The  honourable  William  Cornwallis,  now  living,  is  the 
fourth  son  of  Charles,  fifth  lord,  and  first  Earl  Cornwallis,  by 
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After  enduring  a long  and  excruciating  indis- 
position at  Bath,  whither  he  repaired  imme- 

his  lady  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Charles,  Lord  Viscount 
Townsbend,  by  his  first  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lord  Pelham,  and  sister  to  Thomas,  Duke  of  Newcastle.  At 
a very  early  period  of  his  life,  he  entered  into  the  naval  service 
of  his  country,  and  attained  the  rank  of  lieutenant  at  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1 761 . He  was  promoted  to  be  master  and  com- 
mander on  the  1 2th  of  July  in  the  following  year,  and  to  the  rank 
of  post-captain  on  the  20th  of  April  1765,  being  then  appointed 
to  the  Prince  Edward  of  forty  guns.  In  the  year  1767,  he  is 
supposed  to  have  received  the  command  of  the  Guadaloupe  of 
thirty-two  guns,  in  which  frigate  he  was  stationed  in  the  Me- 
diterranean for  the  space  of  three  years ; after  his  return  to 
England  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  held  any  other  commission  till  1774,  when  the  command 
of  the  Pallas,  of  36  guns,  on  the  African  station,  was  conferred 
on  him":  in  that  frigate  he  continued  till  177 6,  when  having  re- 
turned to  his  native  country,  he  took  upon  him  the  command 
of  the  Isis  of  50  guns,  in  which  ship  he  was  immediately  ordered 
to  North  America,  where  he  rendered  himself  very  conspicuous 
on  many  occasions,  not  only  by  his  personal  valour,  but  by  the 
order  and  discipline  of  his  ship.  He  returned  to  England  at 
the  end  of  the  year  1778,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Lion  of 
sixty-four  guns.  In  this  ship  he  was  sent  to  the  West  Indies  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year;  and  very  particularly  distin- 
guished himself,  while  on  that  station,  in  three  several  engage- 
ments. The  first  was  in  the  encounter  off  Grenada,  under 
Vice-Admiral  Byron,  in  which  the  Lion  was  so  shattered  that 
die  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Jamaica  to  refit.  In  the  en- 
suing year,  being  on  a cruize  with  his  own  ship  of  sixty-four, 
the  Bristol  of  fifty,  and  the  Janus  of  forty-four  guns,  he  fell  in 
with  a squadron,  consisting  of  four  sail  of  the  line,  commanded 
by  Moil.  De  la  Motte  Piquet,  esteemed  one  of  the  ablest  officers 
ip  the  French  service.  Thft  event  proved  highly  honourable 
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diately  on  his  arrival  in  England,  he  happily  re- 
ceived so  much  benefit,  as  to  declare  himself,  on 

* \ 

to  him,  for  after  a severe  engagement,  the  French  hauled  their 
wind,  notwithstanding  the  Janus  was  disabled,  and  although 
Captain  Cornwallis  chased  them  for  five  hours,  they  constantly 
declining  any  further  combat.  The  third  engagement  was,  if 
possible,  more  honourable  than  the  preceding:  having  attended 
the  homeward-bound  convoy  through  the  gulph  of  Florida, 
and  parted  company  from  it  on  the  <)th  of  June,  he  pro- 
ceeded, according  to  the  instructions  he  l\ad  received,  ou  a 
cruise  to  the  northward  ; and  on  the  20th,  fell  in  with  a French 
force  under  Mon.  de  Ternav,  bound  to  America,  consisting  of 
ten  or  eleven  ships  of  two  decks,  two  of  them  carrying  eighty- 
four  guns  each,  three  or  four  frigates,  a cutter,  and  an  armed 
brig;  while  the  squadron  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Cornwallis 
consisted  of  only  two  ships  of  seventy-four,  two  of  sixty-four, 
one  of  fifty  guns,  and  the  Niger  frigate.  But  so  good  a coun- 
tenance did  this  gentleman  put  on,  and  manoeuvred  his  little 
armament  with  such  judgment  and  skill,  that  after  a distant 
firiug  in  which  only  two  men  were  killed  and  five  wounded. 
Moil.  Tcrnay  took  advantage  of  the  approaching  night,  and  on 
the  succeeding  morning  not  one  of  the  enemy  was  to  be  seen. 
At  the  close  of  the  year,  Captain  Cornwallis  returned  to  Eng- 
land in  the  Lion,  and  served  on  the  home  station  under  Ad- 
miral Darby,  with  whom  he  proceeded  to  the  relief  of  Gib- 
raltar. After  his  return  to  England,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
Canada  of  seventy-four  guus,  and  being  ordered  to  the  West 
Indies  witli  Sir  G.B.  Rodney, again  most  conspicuously  display- 
ed the  mo't  gallant  conduct  in  two  encounters  with  the  Count 
dc  Guichen,  on  the  9th  and  12th  of  April,  1782.  I11  the  month 
of  August  he  was  ordered  to  England  with  a convoy ; but  his 
ship  experienced  so  much  damage  in  a gale  of  wind,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  make  the  best  of  his  way,  and  arrived  safe  on  the  1st 
of  October,  when  being  immediately  paid  off,  he  did  not  again 
take  any  command  till  the  year  1788,  except  that  of  the  kiqgV 
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the  approach  of  the  ensuing  summer,  capable  of 
undertaking  a command.  He  was  accordingly 

yacht.  In  tlic  year  last-mentioned,  he  was  appointed  com- 
mander of  a small  stjuadron  sent  to  the  East  Indies  ; but,  ow  ing 
to  many  intervening  accidents,  he  did  not  sail  till  the  yth  of 
February  in  the  following  year.  During  his  continuance  on  that 
station,  nothing  very  particular  occurred,  and  he  returned  to 
England  early  in  the  year  17114,  w hen  he  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand a small  cruising  squadrou.  Ou  the  12th  of  April,  he  was 
raised  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and  on  the  4th  of 
July  ensuing,  to  tiiat  of  vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was, 
moreover,  on  the  1st  of  June  17y5,  to  the  same  station  in  the 
red  squadron.  He  hoisted  his  dag  within  a very  short  period 
on  board  several  different  ships,  the  last  of  which  was  the 
Royal  Sovereign,  a first-rate,  in  which  he  uninterruptedly  con- 
tinued, without  meeting  with  any  particular  occurrence  till 
the  month  of  June  17.45,  when  he  fell  in  with,  on  the  7th,  a 
French  squadron,  which  were  unfortunately  enabled  to  make 
their  escape  before  he  could  close  in  with  them,  as  did  also 
two  frigates  the  same  day.  Nothing  further  happened,  except 
the  capture  of  a few  merchant  vessels,  till  the  J 6th  of  the  same 
month  ; when  bojug  off  the  Pcnniarks,  having  under  his  orders 
the  same  force,  which  consisted  of  five  sail  of  the  line,  two  frigates 
and  one  sloop,  he  fell  in  with  a French  armament  amounting  to 
thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  fourteen  frigates,  and  a cutter.  Not- 
withstanding this  inequality  of  force,  and  the  utmost  endeavours 
of  the  French  fleet  to  bring  him  to  action,  Admiral  Cornwallis 
manoeuvred  his  ships  with  such  consummate  ability,  as  again  to 
have  the  singular  honour  of  defending  himself  with  success 
against  an  enemy  nearly  triple  his  force,  and  of  bringing  off  his 
ships  uninjured,  in  the  face  of  so  powerful  an  opponent.  For 
this  conduct  he  received  -the  thanks  of  both  houses  of  par- 
liament. During  the  remainder  of  the  year  he  continued  to 
be  employed  in  the  same  quarter;  but  on  the  10th  of  February 
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appointed  in  the  month  of  August  1781,  to  the 
Albemarle  of  twenty-eight  guns,  a merchant 

following  was  appointed  to  command  tlie  squadron  and  convoy 
ordered  to  the  West  Indies. 

He  accordingly  put  to  sea  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
having  his  flag  on  board  the  Royal  Sovereign;  but  unfortunately 
having  run  foul,  on  the  1st  of  March,  of  the  Belisarius,  a large 
transport  belonging  to  the  fleet,  his  ship  received  so  much  da- 
mage tiiat  it  was  compelled  to  put  hack,  and  the  admiral  di- 
rected Captain  Louis  in  the  Minotaur,  of  seventy-four  guns,  to 
proceed  with  the  fleet  and  convoy  to  the  place  of  their  destina- 
tion. He  immediately  announced  itb  arrival  at  Spithead  on  the 
lAtb.and  received  orders  to  proceed  on  his  voyage  in  theAstrea 
frigate.  During  this  month  be  was  advauccd  to  tlie  rank  of 
rear-admiral  of  Great  Britain,  as  successor  to  Lord  Bridport. 
Being,  however,  in  a very  ill  state  of  health,  he  hesitated  to 
obey  the  order ; but  at  the  same  time  offered  to  proceed  in 
his  own  ship,  the  Royal  Sovereign,  as  soon  as  she  could  be  re- 
fitted. This  was  deemed  such  a breach  of  discipline  as  to 
subject  him  to  a court  martial,  which  was  accordingly  held  on 
him.  The  result  was  as  honourable  as  any  thing  short  of  an 
unequivocal  acquittal  could  be.  For  though  he  might  be  in 
a very  slight  degree  censurable  for  returning  without  leave,  and 
not  shifting  his  flag  to  some  other  ship  of  his  squadron,  he  was, 
in  consequence  of  other  circumstances,  acquitted  of  disobe- 
dience ; and  as  to  that  part  of  the  charge,  which  regarded  his 
not  having  proceeded  in  the  Astrea  frigate,  he  was  unanimously 
and  honourably  acquitted  of  all  blame,  on  account  of  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  lie  acted. 

The  above  circumstance,  however,  occasioned  him  to  strike 
his  flag,  and  he  retired  into  private  life,  except  that  he  attended 
his  occasional  duty  in  tiic  house  of  commons,  in  which  he  first 
sal  as  member  in  the  year  1768';  being  then  chosen  for  the 
borough  of  Eye  in  Suffolk.  After  the  dissolution  of  that  par- 
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ship  captured  from  the  French  at  the  dose  of  the 
year  1779,  and  purchased  into  the  king’s  ser- 
vice. After  a long  and  fatiguing  station,  during 
the  whole  of  the  ensuing  winter,  in  the  North 
Seas,  he  was  sent  to  Newfoundland,  in  com- 
pany with  Captain  Pringle,  who  commanded  the 
convoy,  sent  thither  wi,h  the  outward-bound 
fleet,  in  the  month  of  April  1782.  Being  ordered 
on  a cruise  off  Boston,  he  distinguished  himself 
very  rematkably  by  his  conduct,  when  chased  by 
three  French  ships  of  the  line,  and  a frigate. 
Finding,  according  to  the  seaman’s  phrase,  that 

liament'in  1774,  he  remained  unnoticed  till  1784,  when  he  waj 
returned  for  Portsmouth  ; and  in  1790  was  again  chosen  for 
Eye,  which  he  still  continues  to  represent. 

On  the  14th  of  February  1799,  he  was  advanced  to  be  ad- 
miral of  the  blue  squadron ; as  he  moreover  was  on  the  23d 
of  April  1804,  to  be  admiral  of  the  white;  and,  lastly,  on  the 
9th  of  November  1805,  to  bo  admiral  of  the  red;  a revived 
rank  which  had  lain  dormant  during  a century.  In  respect  to 
active  service,  the  honourable  admiral  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  channel  fleet  in  1801,  and  accordingly  hoisted 
his  flag  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris.  But  the  enemy  was  pru- 
dent enough,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  to  trust  to  the 
protection  of  their  batteries,  in  preference  to  their  own  naval 
prowess.  He  was,  moreover,  immediately  on  the  recom- 
mencement of  hostilities,  invested  with  the  command  of  tire 
main  or  channel  fleet ; and  has  been  uninterruptedly  employed 
in  the  very  tedious  service  of  watching  the  motions  of  the 
French  naval  force  at  Brest.  Unfortunately  for  his  country, 
and  nnpropidously  to  his  own  wishes,  the  enemy  have  afforded 
him  no  opportunity  of  trying  his  strength  with  them. 
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his  pursuers  had  the  heels  of  him,  he  resolved, 
as  the  case  was  desperate,  to  adopt  a desperate, 
or  at  best  a very  dangerous  remedy,  and  without 
hesitation  pushed  for  the  St.  George’s  Bank  ; 
among  the  shoals  of  which  he  entertained  hopes 
of  entangling  his  enemies,  or  of  inducing  them 
to  discontinue  the  chase,  from  the  apparent  ha- 
zard of  pursuing  it  any  farther.  He  was  not 
disappointed  in  the  latter  part  of  his  expectation, 
the  larger  ships  having  immediately  shortened 
sail.  The  frigate,  however,  drawing  less  water, 
was  not  to  be  baffled  so  easily;  she  continued 
the  chase  till  nearly  the  close  of  the  day,  when, 
being  almost  up  with  the  Albemarle,  Captain 
Nelson  very  resolutely  ordered  his  ship  to  be 
hove  to,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  contest 
to  a speedy  decision.  This  instance  of  firmness, 
unexpectedly  displayed  by  an  inferior  opponent, 
struck  the  pursuer  with  immediate  dismay  : he 
instantly  put  about,  and  made  sail  from  th« 
Albemarle,  which,  though  it  might  possibly,  by 
the  bravery  of  its  commander  and  crew,  have 
been  preserved  from  again  reverting  into  the 
hands  of  the  foe,  was,  from  her  force  and  equip- 
ment totally  unfit  to  seek,  or  court  an  engage- 
ment, with  so  superior  an  antagonist. 

Having  proceeded  afterwards  to  Quebec,  he  was 
ordered  from  thence  to  New  York  with  a convoy 
jn  the  month  of  October  ; and  being  instructed  to 
put  himself,  on  his  arrival  there,  under  the  orders 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


45 

of  the  commander  in  chief  on  that  station,  he  ac- 
cordingly proceeded  from  thence  to  the  West  In- 
dies in  the  following  month  with  Lord  Hood,* 

* This  nobleman,  who  is  now  living,  was  appointed  to  a 
lieutenancy  in  the  navy,  on  the  17th  of  May  1/46,  and 
some  time  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war  was  promoted  to  be 
commander  of  a sloop : in  the  year  17  56  he  was  captain  of 
the  Jamaica,  a sloop  employed  by  Commodore  Holmes  in 
watching  the  port  of  Louisbonrg.  In  this  service  he  was  in- 
defatigable, and  particularly  distinguished  himself  in  an  en- 
counter with  a small  French  squadron  on  the  27th  of  July. 
He  is  stated  to  have  taken  rank  as  a post-captain  on  board  the 
Lively  frigate,  by  a commission  bearing  date  the  22d  of  that 
month,  sent  out  to  him  from  England,  and  that  he  remained 
in  the  Jamaica  sloop  till  it  reached  him.  The  following  year 
lie  commanded  the  Biddefprd,  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay ; and  in 
1 758  removed  to  the  Vestal  of  thirty-two  guns,  then  stationed 
in  the  Channel,  in  which  ship  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall 
in  with  the  Rellona,  a French  frigate  of  superior  size  to  his 
own,  which,  after  a m&st  gallant  and  desperate  engagement 
of  four  hours,  he  captured,  but  the  Vestal  was  so  materially 
damaged,  that  Captain  Hood  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
port,  where  he  safely  arrived  with  his  prize  on  the  2d  of 
March.  As  soon  as  the  frigate  was  refitted,  he  proceeded  in 
her  to  the  Mediterranean,  from  whence  he  again  returned  to 
England  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  without  having  met 
with  any  further  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself. 

Captain  Hood  is  not  again  mentioned  in  the  service  till  the 
year  J77L  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  Royal  William,  of 
eighty-four  guns,  on  the  expectation  of  a rupture  with  the 
Spaniards,  concerning  Falkland  Islands;  but  that  dispute  being 
settled,  and  the  Royal  William  put  out  of  commission,  Mr. 
Hood,  in  the  year  1774,  was  appointed  to  the  Marlborough, 
of  seventy- four  guns,  one  of  the  guard-ships  at  Portsmouth. 
This  command  he  retained  during  the  customary  period  of  three 
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and  the  squadron  under  his  command.  His  lord- 
ship  had  just  returned  from  a cruise  off  Boston,  in 

1 

years ; and  in  1 777  quitted  for  a short  time  the  line  of  active 
aervice,  having  been  nominated  the  resident  commissioner  at 
the  port  just  mentioned  j and  on  the  visit  of  his  Majesty  to  that 
place,  in  the  month  of  May  1778,  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
a baronet  by  patent,  bearing  date  the  1 9th  of  that  month.  On 
the  26'th  of  September,  being  raised  to  the  rank  of  rear-admi- 
ral of  the  blue,  he  quitted  his  civil  appointment,  and  imme- 
diately took  upon  him  the  command  of  a squadron  destined  to 
reinforce  Sir  George  Rodney  in  the  West  indies.  He  accord- 
ingly hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Barfleur,  of  ninety  guns,  and, 
with  a fleet  of  merchant-vessels  under  bis  protection,  sailed 
about  the  latter  end  of  November  for  that  station,  accompanied 
by  seven  sail  of  the  line,  exclusive  of  his  flag  - ship,  two  frigates, 
and  three  smaller  vessels.  He  arrived  safe  at  the -place  of  his 
destination,  after  encountering  several  severe  storms,  in  one  of 
which  the  Monarca,  of  seventy  guns,  received  so  much  da- 
mage in  a gale  of  wind  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  back. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival  in  the  West  Indies,  he  became 
engaged  under  Sir  G.  B.  Rodney,  in  very  active  service ; for 
intelligence  having  been  received  about  the  end  of  April  that 
the  Count  de  Grasse  was  daily  expected  with  a reinforcement. 
Sir  Samuel  was  detached  with  the  greatest  part  of  the  fleet  to  in- 
tercept him.  The  British  squadron  discovered  their  antagonist* 
on  the  28tli  of  April  off  Martinico,  consisting  of  nineteen  sail 
of  the  line,  two  others  armed  en  flute,  and  a number  of  large 
frigates.  The  English  force  amounted  to  only  seventeen  sail 
of  the  line  ; but,  notwithstanding  this  inferiority.  Sir  Samuel 
determined  if  possible  to  attack  them.  An  action  accordingly 
took  place ; but  the  French  kept  at  such  a distance  as  to  ren- 
der it  very  indecisive,  and  little  damage  ensued.  Having, 
however,  repaired  what  little  he  had  received,  he  formed  • 
junction  with  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British  fleet  be- 
tween the  islands  of  Montserrat  and  Antigua.  On  the  approach 
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search  of  Captain  Nelson’s  quondam  pursuers,  and 
was  left  to  follow  Admiral  Pigot,  who  had  quit* 

of  the  hurricane  months.  Sir  Samuel  having  followed  tire  Count 
de  Grasse  to  America,  joined  the  fleet  then  under  tire  command 
of  Admiral  Graves  ; but  in  the  engagement  that  took  place  in 
that  quarter  had  no  opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself, 
not  being  in  the  smallest  degree  conoerned  in  the  action,  owing 
to  the  local  circumstances  of  his  station.  On  the  return  of  the 
Count  dc  Grasse  to  the  West  Indies,  Sir  Samuel  Hood  again 
followed  him  j he  had,  however,  scarcely  reached  his  station, 
when  the  island  of  St.  Christopher’s  was  attacked  by  the  Count 
Bouille,  at  the  head  of  a land  force,  protected  by  upwards  of 
thirty  ships  of  the  line.  Sir  Samuel,  though  much  inferior, 
having  only  twenty-two,  determined  if  possible  to  save  the 
island.  In  this,  however,  though  his  manoeuvres  were  con- 
ducted with  the  most  consummate  skill  and  abilities,  he  could 
not  succeed ; yet  so  good  a disposition  did  he  make  of  his 
fleet,  as  to  receive  very  little  damage  in  several  partial  en- 
counters that  took  place  on  that  occasion.  After  the  capitula- 
tion of  the  island,  on  the  13th  of  February,  nothing  remained 
for  Sir  Samuel  but  to  retire  in  as  good  a condition  as  possible) 
which  he  effected  so  completely,  that  the  measures  he  then 
pursued  did  not  a little  contribute  to  the  glorious  victory 
which  followed  on  the  12th  of  April.  Sir  Samuel  and  his 
division  bore  the  principal  part  of  the  action  in  a short  skir- 
mish  which  took  place  previous  to.  the  great  event  above 
mentioned  j and  on  the  latter  occasion  his  conduct  was 
so  conspicuous  as  to  procure  him  the  thanks  of  his  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  of  his  country.  He  was  rewarded 
by  his  sovereign  with  an  Irish  peerage,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Hood,  of  Catherington.  The  freedom  of  the  city  of  London 
was  voted  him,  and  he  received  from  several  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom  similar  instances  of  the  general  approbation  his 
conduct  merited. 

Hie  lordship  was  detached  on  the  18th  with  twelve  sail  ctf 
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ted  America  with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet. 
The  exertions  made  by  the  French  in  the  West 

the  line,  in  quest  of  any  French  ships  that  might  have  en- 
deavoured to  pass  through  the  Mona  passage,  after  their  defeat 
of  the  12th  instant.  On  the  following  day  five  sail  was  disco- 
vered, of  which  four  were  captured.  The  French  making  no 
further  efforts,  and  peace  taking  place,  his  lordship  returned 
to  England  in  the  spring  of  1783.  During  the  peace,  his 
lordship  commanded  at  Portsmouth  as  port-admiral,  having 
his  flag  on  board  the  Ba'fleur,  the  same  ship  in  which  he 
had  acquired  so  much  glory  in  the  West  Indies.  At  the  ge- 
deral  election  in  l"S4,  he  was  chosen  representative  for  West- 
minster; and  on  the  24-th  of  September  178 7,  w'as  promoted 
to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue.  On  the  l6th  of  July  1 7*8,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty; 
and  in  the  year  1 79O,  he  again  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Vic- 
tory. on  an  apprehended  rupture  with  Spain,  which  however 
soon  subsiding,  was  consequently  ayain  struck.  On  the  lltli 
of  February  1703,  w ar  having  re-commenced  with  France,  he 
was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red  squadron,  and  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  fleet  ordered  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, to  which  station  he  proceeded  in  the  month  of  May  fol- 
lowing, on  board  the  Victory.  His  achievements  on  this  sta- 
tion w'ere  of  the  most  brilliant  kind  : Toulon  surrendered  to 
his  arms  ; and  the  conquest  of  the  French  ports  in  the  island 
of  Corsica  added  fresh  laurels  to  his  brow  : the  latter,  though 
since  evacuated,  became  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain by  the  surrender  of  Calvi  on  the  1st  of  August  1794.  His 
lordship  was,  on  the  12tli  of  April  preceding,  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  returned  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  year  to  England  on  board  the  Victory.  On  the  24th  of 
March  1796,  his  lordship  succeeded  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  as 
master  and  governor  of  the  Royal  Hospital  at  Greenwich, 
which  honourable  situation  he  still  holds.  He  was  also,  on 
the  28th  of  May  following,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a vis- 
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Indies,  ceased  with  the  defeat  they  experienced,  on 
the  ever-memorable  i ath  of  April  preceding ; so 
that  the  flame  of  war  was  sunk  into  a smothering 
ember,  and  served  only  to  point  out,  by  a mere 
harmless  smoke,  the  devastation  it  had  formerly 
caused.  It  therefore  becomes  a matter  of  no  won- 
der, that  though  constantly  employed  on  the  most 
active  service  till  the  news  arrived  of  peace  being 
concluded, CaptainNelson  was  not  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  with  any  opportunity  of  particularly  distin- 
guishing himself.  Having  been  ordered  to  attend  his 
royal  highness  Prince  William  Henry,  now  Duke  of 
Clarence,  on  a visit  paid  by  him  to  the  governor 
of  the  Havannah,  he  returned  from  thence  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  paid  off  at  Portsmouth  about  the 
end  of  July.  He  immediately  went  over  to  France, 
as  well  for  the  purpose  of  relaxation,  as  for  the 
more  perfect  re-establishment  of  his  health. 

After  continuing  there  till  the  ensuing  spring,  he 
returned  to  England,  where,  soon  after  his  arrival, 
he  was  commissioned  to  the  Boreas  frigate,  of 
twenty-eight  guns,  a ship  then  under  orders  of 
equipment  for  the  Leeward  Islands,  as  a cruiser 
on  the  peace  establishment.  This  service  was  by 
no  means  so  easy,  as  the  public  situation  of  affairs 

count  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  Viscount  Hood  of 
Whitby,  in  the  county  of  Warwick.  On  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1799,  he  was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  white,  and 
on  the  pth  of  November,  1805,  was  raised  to  the  same  rank 
in  the  red  squadron. 
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appeared  to  promise.  The  Americans,  after  hav- 
ing erected  themselves  into  free  and  independant 
states,  were  extravagant  enough  to  expect,  not- 
withstanding their  disseverment  from  the  mother- 
country,  they  should  continue  to  enjoy  the  same 
privileges  which  they  possessed  when  considered  as 
colonies  to  it.  The  governors  and  inhabitants  of 
the  West-India  islands  supported  this  absurd  claim; 
and  Captain  Nelson  having,  in  consequence  of  his 
adopting  a firm  opinion  of  its  impropriety,  declared 
that  he  would  seize  all  American  vessels,  which 
he  found  trading  contrary  to  the  rules  established 
for  that  purpose  with  foreigners,  was  treated  with 
much  asperity. 

In  a short  time  afterwards  he  demonstrated  that 
his  declaration  was  not  an  empty  threat,  intend- 
ed merely  to  intimidate,  and  never  to  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  the  act  itself.  Having  accordingly 
seized  several  American  vessels  which  he  chanced 
to  meet  with,  the  outcry  against  him  rose  to  so 
great  an  height  throughout  all  the  British  islands 
and  colonies  in  that  quarter,  that  he  was  constrain- 
ed, for  a considerable  time,  to  continue  on  board 
his  ship,  without  going  even  on  shore,  fearing  he 
might  meet  with  some  unpleasant  conduct,  which 
his  spirit  could  neither  brook,  nor  the  station  he 
held  would  permit  him  to  endure.  Much  how- 
ever as  his  behaviour  might  be  reprobated  by  the 
parties  interested,  Captain  Nelson  had  the  satis- 
faction to  find  it  approved,  in  the  most  unqualified 
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manner,  by  his  sovereign,  and  his  native  country. 
He  continued  on  the  same  station,  till  the  month  of 
June,  17X7,  and  was  then  ordered  to  England;  the 
term  usually  allotted  to  ships  employed  on  such  ser- 
vice, during  the  time  of  peace,  being  expired.  In  the 
month  of  March  preceding,  he  married  Mrs.  Fran- 
ces Herbert  Nesbit,  widow  of  Dr.  Nesbit,  daughter 
to  William  Herbert,  Esquire,  senior  judge,  and 
niece  to  Mr  Herbert,  president  of  the  same  island; 
his  royal  highness  Prince  William,  who  served 
on  the  same  station  as  Captain  of  the  Pegasus, 
gracing  the  nuptials  with  his  presence,  and  acting 
as  father  to  the  truly  amiable  lady.  Captain  Nel- 
son was  put  out  of  commission,  soon  after  his  ar- 
rival in  England,  the  Boreas  being  paid  off  at 
Sheerncss  on  the  SOth  of  November.  From  this 
time  he  experienced  the  longest  relaxation  from 
the  fatigues  of  public  service,  which  he  had  ever 
allowed  himself,  since  his  first  entrance  into  it : 
it  was  a period  of  five  years ; and  never  perhaps 
did  any  of  equal  length,  since  his  mere  childhood, 
appear  half  so  long,  or  half  so  irksome. 

“ Captain  Nelson,”  observes  the  author  of  his 
life,  inserted  in  the  Naval  Chronicle,  already  ho- 
nestly referred  to,  as  being  the  best  source  of  any 
printed  information  hitherto  extant,  “ retired  to 
enjoy  the  consolation  of  domestic  happiness,  at  the 
parsonage  house  at  Burnham  Thorpe,  which  his 
father  gave  him  as  a place  of  residence;  where 
imitating  Xenophon,  in  the  arrangement  of  his  little 
£ 2 
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farm  at  Scyllus,  Captain  Nelson  passed  the  interval 
of  peace  in  rural  occupation,  and  solitude.  From 
the  age  of  twelve  years  to  the  time  occupied  at  this 
retreat,  no  period  occurs  in  the  life  of  Horatio  Nel- 
son for  the  mind  to  pause;  all  previous  to  this,  and 
since  that  period,  has  been  a continued  succession  of 
events,  arising  from  professional  duties,  amid  a 
complication  of  peril,  and  unprecedented  emergen- 
cies. He  now  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  strength- 
ening, by  frequent  reflection,  the  experience  he 
had  obtained  ; combining  the  various  ideas  which 
a quick,  yet  sound  observation  had  collected  ; and 
improving  that  knowledge  of  himself,  and  of  hu- 
man nature,  so  essential  to  those  who  are  called 
on  by  their  country  to  command  with  firmness, 
to  obey  without  a murmur.  Like  the  celebrated 
Roman  who  retired  into  the  country  to  enjoy  the 
calm  of  repose.  Captain  Nelson  might  declare,  that 
he  had  been  many  years  on  earth , but  had  lived 
very  five  for  himself. 

On  the  prospect  of  a rupture  with  Spain,  rela- 
tive to  Nootka  Sound,  Captain  Nelson,  who  with 
the  utmost  impatience  regretted  passing  so  inactive 
a life,  repaired  immediately  to  London,  and  so- 
licited an  appointment  in  the  strongest  terms.  His 
application  was,  however,  ineffectual,  owing  to  the 
multitude  of  officers,  who  being  his  seniors  on  the 
list,  appeared  to  have  a priority  of  claim  to  com- 
missions, and  the  speedy  manner  in  which  the 
dispute  terminated.  Fortunately  for  his  country, 
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the  sudden  war  in  which  Britain  found  itself  in- 
volved with  French  anarchists  was  more  favour- 
able to  his  wishes.  At  the  very  commencement 
of  it,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Agamemnon  of 
sixty-four  guns,  by  commission  bearing  date  Ja- 
nuary 30th,  1793.  This  ship  was  then  under  or- 
ders of  equipment  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  hav- 
ing taken  in  its  powder  and  stores,  at  Blackstakes, 
sailed  in  company  with  the  Robust  of  seventy-four 
guns,  commanded  by  the  Hon.  Captain  Elphin- 
stone,  and  proceeded  to  its  station  in  the  month  of 
May.  In  this  service  Captain  Nelson  continued 
for  three  years : foremost  in  the  hour  of  danger 
and  difficulty,  while  at  the  same  time  his  bravery 
was  happily  mingled  with  the  most  consummate 
prudence,  and  profoundest  judgment,  it  became  ra- 
ther a matter  of  public  wonder,  if  any  official  re- 
port of  an  encounter  passed  him  over  in  silence. 
He  was  entrusted  as  a negotiator,  employed  as 
a naval  partizan,  as  a superintendant  of  trans- 
ports, and  as  a general  officer  on  shore ; in  all 
which  multifarious  offices  he  acquitted  himself 
with  such  credit,  that  it  were  a difficult  matter  to 
decide  on  what  occasion  his  services  shone  most 
conspicuously  j whether  at  Genoa,  or  in  his  long 
communications  with  General  De  Vins ; on  the 
coast  of  Italy,  where  he  was  so  frequently  em- 
ployed in  expeditions  against  the  French  flotillas, 
which  sought  their  safety  by  running  into  creeks, 
whither  they  thought  it  impossible  gallantry  could 
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pursue  them  ; on  the  coast  of  Corsica,  where  the 
embarkation  and  landing  of  troops  was  so  happily 
confided  to  him  ; or  at  the  sieges  of  Bastia  and 
Calvi,*  where  he  displayed  the  knowledge  of  an 
able  engineer,  joined  to  the  experience  of  a con- 
summate general.  It  was  on  the  latter  occasion  he 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  the  sight  of  his  right 

• Lord  Hood  in  his  official  letter,  containing  the  account 
of  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Calvi,  pays  the  following  justly 
merited  compliment  to  Captain  Nelson  : " The  journal  I 
herewith  transmit  from  Captain  Nelson,  who  had  the  com- 
mand of  the  seamen,  will  shew  the  daily  occurrences  of  the 
siege  ; and  whose  unremitting  zeal  and  exertion  I cannot  suf- 
ficiently applaud,  or  that  of  Captain  Hallowell,  who  took  it 
by  turns  to  command  in  the  advanced  batteries  twenty-four' 
hours  at  a time  ; and  I flatter  myself  they,  as  well  as  the 
other  officers  and  seamen,  will  have  full  justice  done  them 
by  the  general.  It  is  therefore  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any 
thing  more  upon  the  subject."  In  a subsequent  letter,  written 
by  the  noble  admiral  during  the  siege  of  Calvi,  which  con- 
veyed to  him  the  thanks  of  both  houses  of  the  British  par- 
liament, the  former  compliment  received  the  following  justly 
merited  addition : 

" Sir,  Victory',  oflF  Calvi,  Aug.  8,  1/94. 

" Having  received  his  Majesty's  commands  to  communi- 
cate to  the  respective  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  soldiers, 
who  have  been  employed  in  the  different  operations  carried 
on  against  the  enemy  in  Corsica,  a resolution  of  the  two 
houses  of  parliament,  which  I have  the  honour  herewith  to 
enclose,  I desire  you  will  make  known  to  all  in  the  Agamem- 
non, and  such  other  officers  and  seamen  as  are  with  you,  and 
were  employed  at  Bastia,  the  sense  that  is  entertained  of 
their  spirited  and  meritorious  conduct.” 
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eye ; a shot  from  one  of  the  enemy’s  batteries 
having  struck  the  ground  near  the  spot  where  he 
stood,  and  driven  up  the  small  gravel  with  such 
violence,  that  a minute  particle  of  it  struck  him 
on  that  tender  part,  and  produced  the  irreme- 
diable mischief,  which  even  his  enemies  must 
have  in  some  sort  lamented.  In  the  encounters 
which  took  place  in  the  months  of  March  and 
July,  1795,  between  the  French  and  the  Bri- 
tish fleets,  which  latter  was  at  that  time  com- 
manded by  Lord  Hotham,*  he  no  less  eminently 

* The  first  account  that  appears  of  this  nobleman,  who  is 
now  living,  is  his  appointment  to  be  captain  of  the  Gibraltar, 
on  the  17th  of  August,  1/57.  He  was  early  in  the  following 
year  promoted  to  the  Melampe  of  thirty-six  guns,  and  on  tlte 
28th  of  March  gained  great  reputation  in  an  action  he  fought 
with  the  Danae,  a French  frigate  of  forty  guns,  which  ho 
captured.  Mr.  Hotham  quitted  the  Melampe  in  1761,  and 
removed  into  the  ASolus.  He  was  stationed  in  the  Channel 
in  this  vessel  during  the  remainder  of  the  war,  in  which  period 
he  very  much ' distressed  the  enemy,  by  taking  several  of  their 
privateers,  besides  a number  of  very  valuable  merchant  ves- 
sels. He  returned  from  his  station  to  England  a short  time 
before  the  restoration  of  peace.  On  that  event  taking  place, 
the  .dSolus  was  put  out  of  commission,  and  Mr.  Hotham  con- 
tinued unemployed  till  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 763,  when 
he  was  appointed  to  the  Superb,  of  seventy-four  guns,  one  of 
the  guardsbips  stationed  at  Plymouth.  This  command  he  is 
supposed  to  iiave  held  but  a short  time  ; and  the  next  mention 
made  of  him  in  the  naval  line  is  not  till  the  year  1775,  after 
the  commencement  of  the  dispute  with  America ; on  which 
station  he  was  appointed  to  serve  as  commodore  in  tlte  ensuing 
year,  and  sailed  from  Spithead  on  the  6th  of  May,  having  his 
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distinguished  himself,  and  in  the  first  of  those  naval 
skirmishes  had  the  happiness  of  contributing  to  the 

broad  pendant  on  board  the  Preston,  with  a numerous  fleet  of 
transports,  having  troops  on  board,  under  his  convoy.  Imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  he  was  employed  in  directing  the  disem- 
barkation of  the  army  under  General  Howe,  at  Long  Island* 
having  shifted  his  pendant  to  the  Phoenix ; and  his  services  on 
this  occasion  were  so  conspicuous,  that  Lord  Howe,  in  his 
official  letter,  compliments  him  by  saying,  " the  activity  of 
Commodore  Hotham,  most  of  the  officers  of  the  fleet,  and  the 
naval  officers  in  general,  were  infinitely  conducive  to  the 
King’s  service  in  this  difficult  movement.” 

In  the  month  of  December  he  was  detached  by  Sir  Peter 
Parker  to  cover  the  expedition  against  Rhode  Island,  a service 
which  he  conducted  wiih  his  usual  ability.  Soon  after  this  he 
was  sent  on  a cruize  to  the  southward  of  the  Chesapcak, 
where  he  made  several  valuable  captures,  and  remained  there 
till  recalled  by  Lord  Howe,  to  conduct  the  business  at  the  port 
of  New  York,  during  his  Lordship's  absence.  Nothing  very 
material  took  place  subsequent  to  this  period,  though  he  con- 
tinued actively  employed,  till  after  the  arrival  of  the  Count 
D'Estaing,  with  the  French  squadron  off  New  York.  He  had 
at  that  time  returned  back  into  his  former  ship,  the  Pres- 
ton ; and  in  the  partial  engagement,  which  took  place 
between  Lord  Howe  and  the  French  fleet,  he  eminently  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  an  attack  on  the  Tonant  of  eighty- 
four  guns,  which  in  all  probability  he  would  have  captured 
had  not  several  French  ships  of  the  line  made  their  appearance : 
this  spirited  encounter  took  place  during  the  night  of  the  13th 
of  August.  Mr.  Hotham  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  detached 
to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  joined  Rear-Admiral  Barring- 
ton, and  conducted  himself  with  the  greatest  credit  while  under 
his  command,  particularly  in  the  attack  of  the  island  of  St. 
Lucia.  From  this  time  till  1780  he  was  not  particularly  en- 
gaged in  any  employment  that  called  for  exertion  : at  the 
last-mentioned  period  he  removed  his  broad  pendant  into  the  _ 
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partial  success  then  obtained,  by  the  spirited  attack 
he  made  on  the  12th,  in  .conjunction  with  the  In- 
constant frigate,  on  the  Ca  Ira,  of  eighty  guns. 

Vengeance  of  seventy-four  guns,  on  the  arrival  of  Sir  G.  Rod- 
ney, and  was  present  at  the  different  engagements  with  the 
Count  de  Guichen  j and  though  he  was  distinguished  for  his  gal- 
lantry in  the  first  action,  being  stationed  to  lead  the  van  of 
Rear-Admiral  Rowley’s  division,  he  was  much  more  so  on  a 
subsequent  occasion  which  took  place  on  the  19th  of  May, 
17SO;  when  serving  in  the  same  situation  as  before,  he  be- 
haved in  so  gallant  a manner,  as  to  occasion  the  commander 
in  chief,  in  his  official  dispatches,  to  bestow  on  Mr.  Hotham 
the  greatest  praise. 

Mr.  Hotham  was  in  the  ensuing  spring  ordered  to  England; 
and  having  with  him  a fleet  of  vessels,  chiefly  Dutch,  cap- 
tured at  St.  Eustatia,  he  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  fall  in  with 
a French  squadron  of  very  superior  force ; and  though  the  com- 
modore manceuvred  in  such  a manner  as  to  save  himself  and 
the  other  ships  of  war  that  were  with  him,  a great  part  of 
the  merchant  vessels  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  From  this 
period  till  1782,  he  held  no  subsequent  command ; but  being 
then  appointed  to  act  with  the  Channel  fleet,  he  hoisted  his 
broad  pendant  on  board  the  Edgar,  and  was  partially  engaged 
in  the  action  under  Lord  Hbwe,  at  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Peace 
taking  place  soon  after,  he  quitted  active  service,  which  lie 
did  not  again  resume  till  die  year  17yo,  having  been  in  the 
intermediate  time,  on  the  24  th  of  September  1787,  advanced 
to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red.  In  the  year  179O,  on 
an  apprehension  of  a rupture  with  Spain,  he  was  again  em- 
ployed in  the  Channel  fleet,  under  Admiral  Barrington  ; but 
that  storm  soon  subsiding,  he  struck  his  flag.  On  the  21st 
of  September  in  the  same  year  he  was  promoted  to  be  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  as  he  was  on  the  1st  of  February,  1793,  to 
the  same  rank  in  the  white  squadron.  In  the  month  of  April 
following  he  was  appointed  second  in  command  of  the  fleet 
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On  the  4th  of  July  Captain  Nelson  was,  as  had 
frequently  been  the  case  on  former  occasions,  de- 

/ 

ordered  into  the  Mediterranean  under  Lord  Hood,  and  was 
left  by  that  noble  Lord  in  June,  179-4,  with  a detached  squadron 
to  block  up  the  remains  of  the  French  fleet,  which  had  escaped 
the  disasters  at  Toulon,  and  which  having  put  to  sea  on  the 
5th,  had  been  driven  within  the  shoals  of  the  bay  of  Gourgean, 
where  they  lay  protected  by  their  batteries.  Previous  to  this, 
he  had  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  on 
the  12th  of  April  preceding. 

Nothing  material  took  place  till  the  month  of  March,  1795, 
when  the  French  squadron,  consisting  of  seventeen  sail  of  the 
line  and  five  frigates,  or  smaller  vessels,  again  ventured  to  sea. 
Being  pursued  by  the  vice-admiral,  one  of  their  ships  was  on 
the  13th  brought  to  action  by  the  Inconstant  frigate,  supported 
by  the  Agamemnon,  Captain  Nelson,  and  had  not  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy’s  ships  prevented  it,  she  would  have  fallen 
a prize  to  their  gallantry.  She  was  however  so  much  disabled, 
that  she  was  obliged  to  be  taken  in  tow,  and  both  vessels  were 
discovered  in  the  morning  so  far  to  leeward,  that  the  French  fleet 
were  obliged  to  come  to  an  engagement,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  vice-admiral,  who  threaten- 
ed to  cut  them  off.  In  this  action  were  captured  the  Ca  Ira 
of  eighty  guns,  and  the  Censeur  of  seventy-four.  The  result 
of  it,  though  in  the  beginning  it  promised  to  ■ be  more  suc- 
cessful, completely  frustrated  whatever  designs  the  enemy 
had  meditated.  On  the  1 6th  of  April  following,  Mr.  Hotbam 
was  advanced  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue  : nothing  further  of 
any  consequence  happened  in  the  Mediterranean  till  the  month 
of  July,  when  the  French  fleet  having  again  put  to  sea, 
chased  into  St.  Fiorenzo  on  the  7th  a small  squadron  which 
had  been  detached  under  Commodore  Nelson.  Admiral  Ho- 
tham  immediately  put  to  sea  on  the  first  information,  but  did 
not  get  sight  of  them  till  the  13th,  when  a partial  and  unde- 
cisive encounter  took  place,  the  particulars  of  which  are  best  ex- 
plained by  the  following  extract  from  the  admiral's  own  account: 
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tached  from  the  fleet  as  senior  officer  of  a squa- 
dron of  observation,  consisting  of  the  Agamemnon, 

" Yesterday  at  day-break  we  discovered  them  to  leeward  of 
us,  on  the  larboard  tack,  consisting  of  twenty-three  sail  seven- 
teen of  w hich  proved  to  be  of  the  line ; the  wind  at  this  time 
blew  very  hard  from  the  W.  N.  \V.  attended  with  a heavy 
swell,  and  six  of  our  ships  had  to  bend  their  maio-top-sails, 
in  the  room  of  those  that  were  split  by  the  gale  iu  the  course 
of  the  night.  I caused  the  fleet  however  to  form  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition  on  the  larboard  line  of  bearing,  carrying  all 
sail  possible  to  preserve  that  order,  and  to  keep  the  wind  of 
the  enemy,  in  the  hope  of  cutting  them  oft'  trom  the  land, 
from  which  we  were  only  five  leagues  distant.  At  eight 
o’clock,  finding  they  had  no  other  view  but  that  of  endeavour- 
ing  to  get  from  us,  I made  the  signal  for  a general  chase,  and 
for  the  ships  to  take  suitable  stations  for  their  mutual  support, 
and  to  engage  the  enemy  as  arriving  up  with  them  in  succes- 
sion ; but  the  baffling  winds  and  vexatious  calms,  which  ren- 
der every  naval  operation  in  this  country  doubtful,  soon  after- 
wards took  place,  and  allowed  a few  only  of  our  van  ships  to 
get  up  with  the  enemy’s  re3r  about  noon,  which  they  attacked 
so  severely,  that  in  the  course  of  an  hour  after  we  had  the 
satisfaction  to  find  one  of  their  sternmost  ships,  the  L'Alcide, 
of  seventy-four  guns,  had  struck  ; the  rest  of  the  fleet,  fa- 
voured by  a shift  of  wind  to  the  eastward  (that  placed  them 
now  to  the  windward  of  us)  had  got  so  far  into  Fregus  Bay, 
whilst  the  major  part  of  ours  was  becalmed  in  the  offing, 
that  it  became  impossible  for  any  thing  further  to  be  effected, 
and  those  of  our  ships  which  were  engaged  had  approached  so 
near  to  the  shore,  that  1 judged  it  proper  to  call  them  oft'  by 
signal.  If  the  result  of  the  day  was  not  so  completely  satis- 
factory as  the  commencement  promised,  it  is  my  duty  to  state, 
that  no  exertions  could  be  more  unanimous  titan  those  of  the 
fleet  under  my  command  ; and  it  would  be  injustice  to  the 
general  merit  of  all,  to  select  individual  instances  of  comtncn- 


6o 


ME  MO  IKS  OF 


Meleager,  Ariadne,  Moselle,  Mutine  cutter  ; and 
being  on  the  7th  of  the  ensuing  month  chased 
into  St.  Fiorenzo  by  the  French  fleet,  which  had 
put  to  sea  from  Toulon,  that  circumstance  led  to 
a second  partial  encounter,  which  ended  without 
any  farther  loss  to  the  enemy  than  that  of  the 
Alcide  of  74  guns,  which  took  fire  and  blew  up, 
after  she  had  struck  her  colours,  ere  she  could 
be  properly  taken  possession  of  by  the  Eng- 
lish. In  the  ensuing  month  he  was  detached  by 
the  commander  in  chief  as  senior  officer  of  a light 

dation,  had  no  superiority  of  sailing  placed  some  of  the  ships 
in  an  advanced  situation,  of  which  they  availed  themselves  in 
the  most  distinguished  and  honourable  manner.  Among  the 
number  was  the  Victory',  having  Rear-Admiral  Mann  on 
board,  who  had  shifted  his  Rag  to  that  ship  on  this  occasion. 
I am  sorry  to  say  the  Alcide,  about  half  an  hour  after  she  had 
struck,  by  some  accident  caught  tire  in  her  fore-top,  before 
she  was  taken  possession  of,  and  the  flames  spread  with  such 
rapidity,  that  the  whole  ship  was  soon  in  a blaze : several 
boats  were  dispatched  from  the  ships  as  quickly  as  possible, 
to  rescue  as  many  of  her  people  as  they  could  save  from  the 
destruction  that  awaited  them ; three  hundred  of  them  were 
in  consequence  preserved,  when  the  ship  blew  up  with  the 
most  awful  and  tremendous  explosion,  and  between  three  and 
four  hundred  people  are  supposed  to  have  perished.” 

At  the  close  of  this  year.  Admiral  Hotham  resigned  his 
command,  and  returned  to  England,  and  was  in  the  year  1 “97 
advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a peer  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Hotham,  as  a reward  for  his  long  and  meritorious  ser- 
vices. On  the  14th  of  February,  1799,  his  Lordship  was  pro- 
moted to  be  admiral  of  the  white  ; as  he  was  moreover  on  the 
9th  of  November,  1805,  to  the  same  rank  in  the  red  squadron. 
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squadron,  with  which  he  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  Bays  of  Alassio  and  Languilia,  both  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Vado,  and  at  that  time  not  only 
in  possession  of  the  French  army,  but  serving  as 
the  principal  rendezvous  for  the  transports  and 
store-ships  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  stores 
and  other  necessaries  applicable  to  the  maintenance 
of  war  in  that  quarter  of  the  world  ; in  this  ser- 
vice he  displayed  his  customary  diligence,  and  his 
activity  experienced  the  reward  it  merited.* 

* Letter  from  Captain  Nelson  to  Admiral  Hotham,  dated 
Agamemnon,  Vado  Bay,  Aug.  27,  1795. 

Sir,  i 

Having  rc-eeived  information  from  General  DeVins,  that  a 
convoy  of  provisions  and  ammunition  was  arrived  at  Alassio,  a 
place  in  the  possession  of  the  French  army,  I yesterday  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  ships  named  in  the  margin  (Inconstant, 
Meleager,  Southampton,  Tartar,  Ariadne,  Speedy)  to  that 
place,  where,  within  an  hour,  we  took  the  vessels  named  in 
the  enclosed  list : there  was  a very  feeble  opposition  from 
some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  fired  on  our  boats  when 
boarding  the  vessels  near  the  shore ; but  I have  the  pleasure 
to  say,  no  man  was  killed  or  wounded.  The  enemy  had  two 
thousand  horse  and  foot  soldiers  in  the  town,  which  prevented 
my  landing,  and  destroying  their  magazines  of  provisions  and 
ammunition. 

I sent  Captain  Freemantle,  of  the  Inconstant,  with  the 
Tartar,  to  Languilia,  a town  on  the  west  side  of  the  Bay  of 
Alassio,  where  he  executed  my  orders  in  a most  officer -like 
manner ; and  I am  indebted  to  every  captain  and  officer  in 
the  squadron  for  that  activity,  but  most  particularly  so  to 
Lieutenant  George  Andrews,  first  lieutenant  of  the  Aga- 
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It  were  difficult  perhaps  to  decide  which  point 
of  character  was  most  conspicuous,  the  spirit  and 
gallantry  which  he  displayed  in  conducting  the  en- 
terprise, or  the  modesty  with  which  he  described 
the  events  of  it.  His  commander  in  chief,  Mr. 
Hotham,  bore  the  amplest  testimony  to  the  former, 
and  every  individual  under  his  command  endea- 
voured to  exceed  each  other  in  their  honest  suf- 

inemuon,  who,  by  his  spirited  and  officer-like  conduct,  saved 
the  French  corvette  from  going  on  shore. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

With  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  obedient. 

Admiral  Hotham.  Horatio  Nelson. 

List  of  vessels  taken  by  his  Majesty's  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  Horatio  Nelson,  Esq.  in  the  Bay  of  Alassio  and 
Languilia,  the  2()th  of  August,  1 79-5. 

La  Revolue  (corvette)  pollaco  ship,  ten  guns,  four  swivels, 
eighty-seven  men,  six  guns  thrown  overboard,  belonging  to 
the  French  : La  Republique  gun  boat,  six  guns,  forty-nine 
men,  belonging  to  the  French  : La  Constitution  galley,  one 
■ brass  gun,  four  swivels,  thirty  men,  belonging  to  the  French  : 
1 a Vigilante  galley,  one  brass  gun,  four  swivels,  twenty-nine 
men,  belonging  to  the  French  : a brig  in  ballast,  name  un- 
known, burden  one  hundred  tons,  belonging  to  the  French  : a 
bark,  name  unknown,  burden  seventy  tons,  laden  with  pour- 
der  and  shells,  belonging  to  the  French  : La  Guiletta  brig, 
burden  one  hundred  tons,  laden  with  wine,  belonging  to  the 
French  : a galley,  name  unknown,  burden  fifty  tons,  in  bal- 
last : a tartane,  name  unknown,  burden  thirty-five  tons,  laden 
with  wine : a bark,  name  unknown,  laden  with  powder, 
drove  on  shore  : a bark,  name  unknown,  laden  with  pro- 
visions, burnt. 
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frages  aS  to  the  truth  of  the  latter.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  current  year  Mr.  Hotham  was  super- 
seded in  his  commmand  by  Sir  John  Jervis,* 

* This  nobleman  is  the  descendant  of  a respectable  and 
ancient  family  in  the  county  of  Stafford  ; being  the  second  son 
of  Swinfen  Jervis,  Esq.  barrister  at  law,  sometime  counsel  to 
the  board  of  admiralty,  and  auditor  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 
He  entered  early  in  life  into  the  sea-service,  and  served  about 
the  year  1749  on  board  the  Gloucester,  a fourth  rate  then  on 
the  Jamaica  station.  On  the  19th  of  February,  1755,  he  was 
promoted  to  a lieutenancy,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  on 
board  the  flag-ship  of  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  on  the  expedition 
against  Quebec.  Being  in  1759  advanced  to  the  rank  of  com- 
mander, he  was  early  in  the  ensuing  year  appointed  to  the 
Albany  sloop  of  war,  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean,  where 
on  account  of  the  illness  of  Sir  John  Strachan  he  took  upon 
him  the  temporary  command  of  the  Experiment  of  twenty 
guns  ; in  which  ship  he  distinguished  himself  in  an  engage- 
ment with  a large  xebec,  under  Moorish  colours,  carrying 
twenty-six  guns,  but  chiefly  manned  with  French  sailors, 
which  after  a severe  contest  was  obliged  to  take  advantage  of 
the  wind  and  make  her  escape.  He  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  a post-captain,  and  appointed  to  the  Gosport  of  forty-’ 
four  guns  on  the  13  th  of  October  following:  in  that  ship  he 
continued  during  the  whole  war,  being  employed  for  some 
time  on  the  home  service;  and  during  the  latter  part  of  his 
command  on  the  Mediterranean  station.  On  his  return  to 
England  in  1763,  the  Gosport  was  put  out  of  commission, 
and  Mr.  Jervis  received  no  other  commission  till  he  was  ap- 
pointed in  1769  to  the  Alarm,  of  thirty-two  guns,  in  which 
frigate  he  proceeded  almost  immediately  to  the  Mediterranean, 
and  had  the  honour  of  entertaining  on  board  his  ship  the  Due 
de  Chablais,  brother  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  who  made  him 
some  valuable  presents.  He  continued  on  that  station  in  the 
same  ship  till  1773,  and  being  a short  time  before  his  return 
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afterwards  created  Earl  of  St.  Vincent,  who  in  the 
month  of  April,  1796,  promoted  Captain  Nelson 


to  England  in  1775  promoted  to  the  Foudroyant  of  eighty 
guns,  remained  captain  of  her  till  the  year  1783.  During 
this  whole  period  of  time,  only  two  opportunities  sufficiently 
interesting  occurred  in  which  Mr.  Jervis  could  distinguish  him- 
self, which  was  in  the  encounter  with  the  Count  D'Orvilliers, 
on  the  2“lh  of  July,  1/7 8,  when  he  was  stationed  as  one  of  the 
seconds  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  most  gallantly  sup- 
ported the  honour  of  his  country.  He  continued  employed 
under  various  commanders  without  any  thing  material  oc- 
curring, except  the  common  routine  of  service,  till  the  year 
1/S2,  when  in  the  month  of  April,  being  under  the  orders 
of  Vice-Admiral  Barrington,  who  was  sent  in  pursuit  of  a 
French  squadron  destined  for  the  East  Indies,  he  came  up  with 
and  attacked  the  Pegasc,  a French  ship  of  seventy-four  guns, 
which  struck  to  the  Foudroyant,  after  a gallant  action.  The 
admiral  in  his  dispatches  took  such  particular  notice  of  this 
engagement,  that  on  his  return  into  port  he  was  honoured 
with  the  order  of  the  Bath.  During  the  encounter  he  received 
a wound  by  a splinter,  which  struck  him  on  the  right  temple, 
and  affected  his  eye  so  much,  that  the  consequences  have  never 
since  been  completely  removed.  Early  in  1/83  Sir  John  quitted 
the  Foudroyant,  and  hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  the 
Salisbury  of  fifty  guns,  as  commodore  of  a squadron  intended 
for  a secret  expedition  j but  peace  taking  place,  this  was  con- 
sequently laid  aside.  He  now  experienced  some  relaxation 
from  his  naval  duty,  as  he  took  on  himself  no  subsequent 
command  till  the  year  1790.  During  the  intermediate  pe- 
riod, he  was  in  1/84  elected  representative  in  parliament  for 
Yarmouth  in  Norfolk,  and  on  the  24th  of  September  1/87 
■was  raised  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue  ; as  he  was 
also  on  the  21st  of  September  1/90  to  the  same  rank  in  tho 
white.  On  the  apprehension  of  a rupture  with  Spain,  rela- 
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to  the  rank  of  temporary  commodpre,  with  a 
distinguishing  pendant,  which  he  accordingly 

tive  to  Nootka  Sound,  in  that  year,  Sir  John  was  appointed  to 
be  captain  of  the  fleet  equipped  on  the  occasion.  The  dispute 
being,  however,  accommodated,  it  never  proceeded  to  sea. 
He  had  been  chosen  member  for  Chipping  Wycombe  at  the 
general  election  which  took  place  in  the  above  year.  On  the 
1st  of  February,  1793,  he  was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of 
the  blue  ; and  having  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Barfleur, 
sailed  in  the  ensuing  year  with  a squadron,  of  which  he  had 
accepted  the  command,  to  the  West  Indies;  on  which  occasion 
lie  vacated  his  seat  in  parliament.  His  conduct,  while  on  this 
service,  l>ecame  the  subject  of  parliamentary  inquiry,  and  is 
too  recent  in  the  minds  of  all  to  need  any  comment,  par- 
ticularly as  there  may  still  exist  persons,  who,  notwithstanding 
the  highly  honourable  and  favourable  derision  of  the  house  of 
parliament,  entertain  different  sentiments  of  the  transactions 
which  took  place  during  that  period. 

After  the  return  of  Sir  John  to  England,  he  was  in  the  month 
of  Juuc,  1795,  advanced  from  the  rank  of  vice-admiral 
of  the  white,  to  which  lie  had  been  raised  on  the  12th  of 
April,  in  the  preceding  year,  to  be  admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
was  appointed  to  be  commander  in  chief  on  the  Mediterranean 
station ; he  accordingly  proceeded  thither  in  a frigate. 
Nothing,  however,  of  consequence  occurred  in  those  seas,  and 
Sir  John,  having  quitted  the  Mediterranean,  repaired  to  Lis- 
bon. On  the  14-th  of  February,  1797,  being,  then  off  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  be  fell  in  with  the  Spanish  fleet.  Its  force  consisted 
of  twenty-seven  sail  of  the  line,  seven  of  them  first-rates,  car- 
rying from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  guns, 
while  the  ships  under  the  orders  of  Sir  John  amounted  to  only 
fifteen.  He,  however,  determined  to  engage  them.  The  result 
was  glorious  to  himself,  and  to  his  country.  His  own  dispatch 
will  best  explain  the  event. 
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hoisted,  in  the  first  instance,  on  board  his  old 
ship  the  Agamemnon,  but  in  the  ensuing  month 

“ Victory)  off  Lagos  Bay,  February  16. 

“ Sir, 

“ The  hopes  of  falling  in  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  expressed 
in  tny  letter  to  you  of  the  13th  instant,  were  confirmed  that 
night  by  our  distinctly  hearing  the  report  of  their  signal-guns, 
and  by  intelligence  received  from  Captain  Foote,  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s ship  Niger,  who  had,  with  equal  judgment  and  persever- 
ance, kept  company  with  them  for  several  clays  on  my  pre- 
scribed rendezvous,  which,  from  the  strong  south-east  winds, 
I had  never  been  able  to  reach ; and  that  they  were  not  more  than 
three  or  four  leagues  from  us.  I anxiously  waited  the  dawn  of  day, 
When  being  on  the  starboard  tack,  Cape  St.  Vincent  hearing 
east  by  north  ei^ht  leagues,  I had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a 
number  of  ships  extending  from  south-west  to  south,  the  wind 
tlieu  at  west  by  south.  At  forty  minutes  past  ten,  the  weather 
being  extremely  hazy,  La  Bonne  Citoycunc  made  the  signal 
that  the  ships  were  of  the  line,  twenty-five  in  number:  his 
majesty’s  squadron  consisting  of  the  fifteen  ships  of  the  line 
named  in  the  margin,  were  happily  formed  in  the  most  com- 
plete order  of  sailing  in  two  lines.  By  carrying  a press  of  sail, 
I was  fortunate  in  getting  in  w ith  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  half  past 
eleven  o'clock,  before  it  had  time  to  coimect  and  form  a regular 
order  of  battle.  Such  a moment  was  not  to  he  lost ; and,  con- 
fident in  the  skill,  valour,  and  discipline  of  the  officers  and 
men  1 had  the  happiness  to  command,  and  judgiug  that  the 
honour  of  his  majesty’s  arms,  uud  the  circumstances  of  the  war 
in  these  seas,  required  a considerable  degree  of  enterprize,  1 
felt  myself  justified  in  departing  from  lire  regular  system,  and 
passing  through  their  fleet  iu  a line  formed  with  the  utmost 
celerity,  tacked,  and  thereby  separated  one-third  from  the 
main  body  . After  a partial  cannonade,  which  prevented  their 
rejunction  till  die  evening,  and  by  the  very  great  exertions  of 
the  rliips  which  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  up  with  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON.  6 7 

removed  into  the  Captain  of  seventy-four  guns, 
and  in  the  month  of  August  following  was  esta*' 

enemy  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  ships  named  in  the  margin 
were  captured,  and  tire  action  ceased  about  five  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  I enclose  the  most  correct  list  I have  been  able  to 
obtain  of  the  Spanish  fleet  opposed  to  me,  amounting  to 
twenty-seven  sail  of  the  line,  and  an  account  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  in  his  majesty’s  ships,  as  well  as  in  those  taken  from  the 
enemy.  The  moment  the  latter,  almost  totally  dismasted,  and 
his  majesty's  ships  the  Captain  and  Cullodeu,  are  in  a state  to 
put  to  sea,  I shall  avail  myself  of  the  first  favourable  wiuds  to 
proceed  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  in  my  way  to  Lisbon.  Captain 
Calder,  whose  able  assistance  has  greatly  contributed  to  the 
public  service  during  my  command,  is  the  bearer  of  this,  and 
will  more  particularly  describe  to  the  lords  commissioners  of 
the  admiralty,  the  movements  of  the  squadron  on  the  four- 
teenth, and  the  present  state  of  it.  I am,  &c. 

“ J.  Jervis.  ” 

“ Evan  Nepean,  esq.  See.  Sec. 

The  ships  captured  in  this  action  were  the  Salvador  del 
Mundo,'  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns,  the  San  Josef,  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve,  the  San  Nicholas,  of  eighty-four,  and  the 
San  Isidro,  of  seventy-four.  On  the  occasion  of  this  great  vic- 
tory, exclusive  of  inferior  honours,  Sir  John  was  raised  to  the 
dignity  of  a baron  and  earl  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  titles  of 
Baron  Jervis  of  Melford,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  Earl  of  St.  Vincent ; a pension  of  three  thou- 
sand a year  was  also  bestowed  on  him  by  parliament.  His 
lordship  continued  for  the  space  of  two  years  either  occupied  in 
the  blockade  of  Cadiz,  or  iu  sending  off  detachments  of  his 
fleet  where  he  thought  it  necessary.  The  most  important  of 
these  was  that  put  under  the  orders  of  the  late  laard  Nelson, 
which  paved  the  way  for  the  glorious  victory  of  Aboukir.  On 
the  14th  of  February,  1799t  he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
admiral  of  the  white  squadron,  and  finding  his  health  impaired, 
returned  to  England  in  the  month  of  July.  In  October  foliow- 
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Wished  in  permanent  rank,  having  a captain  ap- 
pointed to  command  under  him  in  the  ship  just 
mentioned.*  The  services  on  which  he  was  em- 
ployed till  nearly  the  close  of  the  year,  were  ex- 
tremely important,  although  they  afforded  him 
no  opportunity  of  displaying  that  brilliancy  of 
character  which  have  so  uninterruptedly  marked 

inft,  he  received  a challenge  from  Sir  John  Ordc,  who  thought 
himself  aggrieved  by  his  having  employed  Sir  Horatio  Nelson 
on  the  above  occasion,  in  preference  to  himself,  who  was  a 
senior  officer.  The  circumstance,  however,  becoming  known 
to  the  friends  of  both  parties,  they  were  prevented  from  pro- 
ceeding to  extremities,  and  l>ound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 
His  lordship  recovered  his  health  sufficiently  to  take  upon  him 
the  command  of  the  British  force  in  the  channel  in  the  month 
of  April,  1800.  He  immediately  proceeded  to  watch  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy  off  Brest.  On  the  26th  of  August,  1800,  he 
was  appointed  lieutenant-general  of  his  majesty’snmrine  forces, 
and  on  the  21st  of  April,  1801,  was  created  a viscount  of  the 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  title  of 
Viscount  St.  Vincent,  of  Mclford,  with  remainder  in  succession 
to  bis  nephews,  and  their  heirs.  Having  been  appointed,  on  the 
21st  of  February  preceding,  first  commissioner  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral,  he  continued  to  hold  that 
station  till  the  month  of  May,  1 804,  since  which  time  he  has  not 
taken  upon  himself  any  employment,  either  in  the  line  of  active 
service,  or  in  the  civil  department;  but  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1805,  his  lord-hip  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  admiral  of 
Hie  red  squadron. 

* It  is  said  to  have  been  observed  in  the  Mediterranean,  that 
before  Captain  Nelson  quitted  the  Agamemnon,  he  had  fairly 
worn  her  out.  When  that  ship  came  into  dock  to  be  refitted, 
in  the  mouth  of  October,  1796,  she  had  not  a mast,  yard,  or 
sail  fit  for  service.  The  hull  also  had  been  for  a long  time 
secured  and  kept  together  by  cables  properly  served  round  Iter. 
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the  greater  part  of  the  enterprizes  in  which  he 
was  engaged.  The  blockade  of  Leghorn,  the 
capture  of  Porto  Ferrajio,  together  with  the 
island  of  Caprea,  and  the  evacuation  of  Bastia, 
were  each  of  them  employments  that  required 
the  most  consummate  abilities,  the  most  spirited 
activity,  and  the  soundest  judgment ; and  where 
all  wTere  equally  conspicuous,  it  would  be  de- 
rogating from  one  species  of  merit,  to  bestow 
any  particular  commendation  on  another. 

After  having  convoyed  the  British  troops, 
which  had  been  employed  in  garrisoning  the 
island  of  Corsica,  to  Porto  Ferrajio,  Commodore 
Nelson  proceeded  to  St.  Fiorenzo  bay,  where 
he  rejoined  the  Commander  in  chief,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  accompanied  him  to  Gib- 
raltar. In  the  month  of  December  he  received 
instructions  to  remove  his  broad  pendant  on 
board  La  Minerve,  a frigate  of  thirty-two  guns, 
commanded  by  Captain  George  Cockburn;  and 
the  Blanche  frigate,  of  the  same  force,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Preston,  being  pul  under  his 
orders,  he  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Porto 
Ferrajio,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  from 
thence  the  depot  of  naval  stores  w’hich  had 
been  formed  there,  during  the  time  the  British 
fleet  was  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean,  to 
Gibraltar,  where  they  were  much  wanted,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  of  station  neces- 
sarily occasioned  by  the  commencement  of 
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the  war  with  Spain.  While  on  his  passage 
thither,  the  commodore  had  the  fortune  to  fall 
in  with  two  large  Spanish  frigates,  during  the 
night  of  the  19th  of  December.  The  command- 
ing ship  carried  a poop  light,  and  was  imme- 
diately attacked  by  Mr.  Nelson,  who  at  the 
same  time  directed  the  Blanche  to  engage  her 
consort.  The  encounter  between  the  com- 
modore and  his  antagonist  commenced  about 
forty  minutes  past  ten  at  night ; and  after  an  un- 
remitted as  well  as  most  spirited  contest,  which 
continued  nearly  three  hours,  the  enemy’s  ship 
was  compelled  to  surrender,  having  had  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  men  killed  and  wounded. 
Her  mizen  mast  had  fallen  in  the  action;  her 
main  and  fore  masts  were  also  so  severely 
wounded  that  both  of  them  went  away  on  her 
first  attempt  to  carry  sail  after  her  surrender. 
The  prize  was  named  La  Sabina,  a frigate  of  the 
first  class,  mounting  forty  guns ; those  on  her 
main  deck,  being  twenty-eight  in  number,  were 
eighteen-pounders. 

While  the  Minerve  was  thus  engaged.  Cap- 
tain Preston,  in  the  Blanche,  most  gallantly  bore 
his  share  in  the  encounter,  and  effectually 
silenced  his  antagonist,  but  was  prevented  from 
taking  possession  of  his  defeated  enemy,  by  the 
appearance  of  three  other  Spanish  ships,  which 
. bore  down  on  the  conquerors.  The  commodore 
was  on  his  part  scarcely  less  unsuccessful ; for 
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although  possession  was  taken  of  his  prize,  the 
same  cause  which  rescued  that  of  Captain 
Preston  from  his  hands,  operated  little  less 
forcibly  with  respect  to  himself.  The  Sabina 
and  the  Minerve  steered  different  courses,  and 
the  masts  of  the  former  not  being  able,  as  al- 
ready related,  to  support  a pressure  of  sail,  they 
both  fell  by  the  board,  and,  as  a natural  conse- 
quence, the  Sabina  again  reverted  into  the  pos- 
session of  her  former  masters.  Owing  however  to 
the  exertions  of  theccmmodore,  together  with  the 
rest  of  the  officers  of  the  Minerve  and  Blanche, 
those  ships  were  most ’gallantly  and  happily  re- 
scued from  experiencing  a fate  equally  grievous.* 

* La  Sabina  was  scarcely  taken  possession  of,  when  a second 
frigate  belonging  to  the  enemy  made  her  appearance,  and  be- 
gan to  engage  tbe  Minerve : but,  after  a fruitless  contest  of 
half  an  hour's  continuance,  thought  proper  to  haul  her  wind, 
or,  as  tlie  commodore  himself  expressed  his  opinion,  he  was 
confident  she  would  have  shared  the  fate  of  her  companion. 
At  the  dawn  of  day,  two  of  the  vessels  insight  were  discovered 
to  be  Spanish  ships  of  tbe  line,  when,  owing  to  the  diversion 
of  pursuit,  afforded  by  Lieutenant  Culverbouse,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  command  La  Sabiun,  pro  tempore,  and  who,  while 
the  crippled  state  of  his  masts  permitted  him  to  make  sail, 
steered  an  opposite  course  to  that  of  the  commodore,  added, 
as  above  related,  to  the  exertions  of  the  latter,  and  those  be 
commanded,  the  further  progress  of  the  misfortune  was 
arrested. 

With  that  modesty  peculiar  to  himself,  and  which  so  nobly 
characterised  bis  conduct  on  all  occasions,  Captain  Nelson  as- 
sumed not  fo  himself  the  slightest  merit  on  the  foregoing  oc- 
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Commodore  Nelson  having  executed  the  ob- 
ject f his  mission,  sailed  from  Porto  Ferrajio 
in  the  Minerve,  on  the  29th  of  January,  for  the 
purpose  of  rejoining  the  commander  in  chief.  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliott,  afterwards  Lord  Minto,  the  late 
viceroy  of  Corsica,  together  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Drinkwater,  and  divers  other  persons 
belonging  to  his  suite,  had  taken  their  passage 
on  board  the  Minerve ; and  the  commo- 
dore after  having  studiously  endeavoured  to 
obtain  every  possible  information  in  his  power 
relative  to  the  enemy’s  force  and  future  inten- 
tions, by  reconnoitring  all  the  principal  ports  in 
the  Mediterranean,  proceeded  for  Gibraltar, 
where  he  arrived  a few  days  after  the  Spanish 
fleet  from  Carthagena  had  passed  through  the 

# t 

casion.  A repetition  ot'his  own  words  will  in  themselves  afi'ord 
the  praise  best  adapted  to  surh  hcioic  conduct. 

“You  are,  sir,"  said  he,  “ so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  Captain  Coekhum,  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  ex- 
press them ; but  the  discipline  of  La  Minerve  does  the  highest 
credit  to  her  captain  and  lieutenant,  and  I wish  fully  to  express 
the  sense  l have  of  their  judgment-and  gallantry.  Lieutenant 
Culverhouse,  the  first  lieutenant,  is  an  old  officer  of  very  dis- 
tinguished merit.  Lieutenants  JIardy,  Gage,  and  Noble,  de- 
serve every  praise  which  gallantry  and  zeal  justly  entitled  them 
to  ; as  does  every  other  officer  and  man  in  the  ship. 

“ You  will  observe,  sir,  I am  sure,  with  regret,  among  the 
w ounded,  Lieutenant  James  Noble,  who  quitted  the  Captain  to 
serve  with  me,  and  w hose  merits  and  repeated  wounds  received 
in  fighting  the  enemies  of  our  country,  entitle  him  to  every  re- 
ward a grateful  nation  can  bpstow." 
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Streights.  Burning  with  impatience  to  assume 
a more  active  and  useful  station  than  the  com- 
mand of  a frigate  could  possibly  afford  him, 
when  a serious  contest  with  the  enemy  appeared 
more  than  probable,  he  remained  at  Gibraltar 
only  one  day,  and  in  the  course  of  his  passage  to 
the  westward,  towards  thejappointed  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, was  on  the  1 ith  of  February  not  only 
chased  by  twoSpanish  lineof  battle  ships, but  was 
also  in  sight  of  their  whole  fleet^off  the  entrance 
of  the  Streights.  He  was  fortunate  enough, 
however,  to  effect  not  only  his  escape,  but  his 
junction  with  the  admiral,  and  the  fleet,  on  the 
13th  of  February.  The  important  intelligence 
he  brought,  was  the  prelude  to  the  future  suc- 
cess ; and  as  he  had  been  the  happy  means  of 
first  conveying  to  the  admiral  information  of  the 
near  approach  of  the  enemy,  so  did  he  in  the 
glorious  contest  which  presently  succeeded, 
prove  the  principal  cause  of  effecting  their  dis- 
comfiture and  defeat. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  shifted  his 
broad  pendant  on  board  his  former  ship  the 
Captain  ; and,  as  it  is  reported,  had  not  effected 
his  removal  many  minutes,  ere  the  signal  was 
made  that  the  British  fleet  should  prepare  for  ac- 
tion; the  ships  whichxomposed  it  being  directed 
to  keep  in  close  and  compact  order  during  the 
night.  As  to  the  event  of  the  action,  few  English-  ' 
men  can  be  ignorant ; of  the  circumstances 
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which  Jed  to  that  event,  the  greater  part  of  them 
may  be  but  partially  informed,  perhaps,  notwith- 
standing a variety  of  documents  have  already 
been  printed  andre-printedinamultitudeofforms, 
each  of  them  attempting  to  illustrate  a period  so 
interesting  to  the  feelings  of  Britons,  but  unhap- 
pily,through  an  infimtyof  causes, all  failingtopro- 
duce  the  wished-for  intention  and  the  desired  ef- 
fect. Of  these,  according  to  the  ordinary  course  of 
precedence,  the  official,  or  gazette  account, claims 
the  first  mention.*  No  particular  observation 
is  made  on  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Nelson; 
and  that  circumstance,  perhaps,  paradoxical  as  it 
may  appear,  is  in  itself  a matter  of  the  highest 
praisej  for  it  is  the  natural  infirmity  of  the  hu- 
man mind  to  be  silent  as  to  the  promulgation  of 
that  worth,  which  it  feels  itself  shrink  as  it  were 
from  the  task  of  paying  sufficient  tribute  to. 

The  next  account  we  shall  beg  leave  to  no- 
tice, as  well  as  to  insert,  i^a  short  memorandum 
made  by  the  commodore  himself,  presently  after 
the  encounter,  in  which,  with  his  customary  deli- 
cacy with  respect  to  himself,  he  attributes  the 
highest  possible  praise  to  those  employed  under 
his  orders,  who  aided  in  effecting  the  glorious 
achievement,  but  is  totally  silent  as  to  those 
energies  produced  and  raised  to  maturixy  in  his 
own  miud,  which  gave  birth  to  so  glorious  and 
brilliant  a conclusion. 

* See  page  66. 
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“ At  one,  P.  M.”  observes  the  commodore, 
“ the  Captain  having  passed  the  sternmost  of 
the  enemy’s  ships,  which  formed  their  van,  and 
part  of  their  centre,  consisting  of  seventeen  sail 
of  the  line,  they  on  the  larboard,  we  on  the 
starboard  tack,  the  admiral  made  the  signal  to 
tack  in  succession ; but  perceiving  all  the  Spa- 
nish ships  to  bear  up  before  the  wind,  evidently 
with  an  intention  of  forming  theic  line,  going 
large,  and  joining  their  separated  divisions,  at 
that  time  engaged  with  some  of  our  centre  ships, 
or  flying  from  us — to  prevent  either  of  their 
schemes  from  taking  place,  I ordered  the  ship 
to  be  wore,  and  passing  between  the  Diadem 
and  Excellent,  at  a quarter  past  one  o’clock, 
was^engaged  with  the  headmost,  and,  of  course, 
leevvardmost  of  the  Spanish  division.  The  ships 
which  I knew  were  the  Santissima  Trinidada, 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  guns,  San  Josefj 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve,  Salvador  del  Mun- 
do,  of  one  hundred  and  twelve,  San  Nicholas, 
eighty ; another  first-rate,  and  a seventy-four, 
names  unknown. 

“ I was  immediately  joined,  and  most  nobly 
supported,  by  the  Culloden,  Captain  Trou- 
bridge.  The  Spanish  fleet,  not  wishing,  I sup- 
pose, to  have  a decisive  battle,  hauled  to  the 
wind  on  the  larboard  tack,  which  brought  the 
ships  above  mentioned  to  be  the  leewardmost 
and  sternmost  ships  in  their  fleet.  For  near  an 
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hour  1 believe  (but  I do  not  pretend  to  be  cor- 
rect as  to  time),  did  the  Culloden  and  Captain 
support  this  not  only  apparently  but  really  un- 
equal contest ; when  the  Blenheim  passing  be- 
tween us  and  the  enemy,  gave  us  a respite, 
and  sickened  the  Dons.  At  this  time  the  Sal- 
vador del  Mundo,  and  San  Isidro,  dropped 
astern,  and  were  fired  into  in  a masterly  style 
bv  the  Excellent,  Captain  Collingwood,  who 
compelled  the  San  Isidro  to  hoist  English  co- 
lours; and  1 thought  the  large  ship,  Salvador  del 
Mundo  had  also  struck : but  Captain  Colling- 
wood, disdaining  the  parade  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  a vanquished  enemy,  most  gallantly 
pushed  up  w ith  every  sail  set,  to  save  his  old 
friend  and  messmate,  who  w as  to  appearance  in' 
a critical  state.  The  Blenheim  being  ahead, 
the  Culloden  crippled  and  astern,  the  Excellent 
ranged  up  within  two  feet  of  the  San  Nicholas, 
giving  a most  tremendous  fire.  The  San  Nicho- 
las luffing  up,  the  San  Josef  fell  on  board  her, 
and  the  Excellent  passing  on  for  the  Santissima 
Trinidada,  the  Captain  resumed  her  station 
abreast  of  them,  and  close  alongside.  At  this 
time  the  Captain  having  lost  her  fore-top-mast, 
not  a sail,  shroud,  nor  rope  left,  her  wheel 
away,  and  incapable  of  further  service  in  the 
line  or  in  chase,  I directed  Captain  Miller  to 
put  the  helm  a-starboard,  and  calling  for  the 
boarders,  ordered  them  to  board.  The  soldiers 
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of  the  sixty-ninth,  with  an  alacrity  which  will 
ever  do  them  credit,  and  Lieutenant  Pearson  of 
the  same  regiment,  were  almost  the  foremost 
on  this  service.  The  first  man  who  jumped 
into  the  enemy’s  mizzen-chains  was  Captain 
Berry,  late  my  first  lieutenant  (Captain  Miller 
was  in  the  a&  of  going  also,  but  1 directed  him 
to  remain) ; he  was  supported  by  our  spritsail 
yard,  which  hooked  in  the  mizzen  rigging.  A 
soldier  of  the  sixty-ninth  regiment  having  broken 
the  upper  quarter  gallery  window,',  I jumped  in 
myself,  and  was  followed  by  others  as  fast  as 
possible.  I found  the  cabin  doors  fastened,  and 
some  Spanish  officers  fired  their  pistols ; but 
having  broke  open  the  doors,  the  soldiers  fired, 
and  the  Spanish  brigadier  (commodore,  with  a 
distinguishing  pendant)  fell,  as  retreating  to 
the  quarter-deck.  I pushed  immediately  on- 
wards for  the  quarter-deck,  where  I found  Cap- 
tain Berry  in  possession  of  the  poop,  and  the 
Spanish  ensign  hauling  dowm.  I passed  with 
my  people,  and  Lieutenant  Pearson,  on  the  lar- 
board gang-way  to  the  forecastle,  where  I met 
two  or  three  Spanish  officers,  prisoners  to  my 
seamen : they  delivered  me  their  swords.  A 
fire  of  pistols  or  musquets  opening  from  the 
admiral’s  stern-gallery  of  the  San  Joseph,  I di- 
rected the  soldiers  to  fire  into  her  stern,  and 
calling  to  Captain  Miller,  ordered  him  to  send 
more  men  into  the  San  Nicholas,  and  directed 
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my  people  to  board  the  first  rate,  which  was 
done  in  an  instant;  Captain  Berry  assisting  me 
into  the  main  chains.  At  this  moment  a Spa- 
nish officer  looked  over  the  quarter-deck  rail, 
and  said  they  surrendered.  From  this  most 
welcome  intelligence,  it  was  not  long  before  I 
was  on  the  quarter-deck,  where  the  Spanish 
captain,  with  a bow,  presented  me  his  sword, 
and  said  the  admiral  was  dying  of  his  wounds. 
I asked  him  on  his  honour,  if  the  ship  surren- 
dered. He  declared  she  was ; on  which  I gave 
him  my  hand,  and  desired  him  to  call  on  his 
officers  and  ship’s  company  and  tell  them  of  it ; 
and,  on  the  quarter-deck  of  a Spanish  first-rate , ex- 
travagant as  the  story  may  seem , did  1 receive  the 
swords  of  vanquished  Spaniards , which  as  I received 
I gave  to  William  Fearney , one  of  my  bargemen , who 
put  them  with  the  greatest  sang  froid  under  his 
arm.  I was  surrounded  by  Captain  Berry, 
Lieutenant  Pearson  of  the  sixty-ninth  regiment, 
John  Sykes,  John  Thompson,  Francis  Cooke 
(all  old  Agamemnons),  and  several  other  brave 

men,  seamen  and  soldiers.  Thus  fell  these 
ships. 

. “ N‘  B-  In  boarding  the  San  Nicholas,  I be- 
lieve we  lost  about  seven  killed  and  ten  wound- 
ed; and  about  twenty  Spaniards  lost  their  lives 
by  a foolish  resistance.  None  were  lost  I be- 
lieve in  boarding  the  San  Josef.” 

To  the  foregoing  we  shall  add  the  following 
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irrefragably  legal  document,  which, -in  the  plain- 
est and  most  unadorned,  though  not,  on  that  ac- 
count, less  interesting  style,  sets  forth  not  only 
the  leading  events  of  the  action  itself,  but  those 
also  which  immediately  preceded  it. 

Copy  of  the  log-book  of  his  majesty’s  ship  the 
Captain,  Commodore  Nelson,  the  14th  and 
15th  of  February,  at  the  victory  of  the  Earl 
of  St.  Vincent  over  the  Spanish  fleet. 

“ Tuesday,  February  14th,  wind  variable,  mo- 
derate breezes,  and  hazy  ; out  cutter  and  barge, 
and  sent  them  on  board  the  Victory ; joined 
company  his  majesty’s  ship  Bonne  Citoyenne.  At 
two  the  cutter  returned  with  Lieutenant  Noble. 
Hoisted  Commodore  Nelson’s  pendant.  At 
half  past  four  mustered  at  quarters ; one  divi- 
sion exercised  great  guns.  At  half  past  six 
Commodore  Nelson  came  on  board  from  the 
Minervc.  Hoisted  in  the  barge,  filled,  and 
made  sail.  At  nine  set  the  main  sail;  at  twelve 
tacked  per  signal,  A.  M.  ditto  weather,  be- 
tween two  and  three  o’clock,  heard  the  report 
of  several  guns  to  the  southward,  which  we 
supposed  to  be  the  Spanish  fleet,  who  we  knew 
were  near  us.  At  four  the  Victory,  south  one 
mile,  at  day-light,  made  the  signal  for  a strange 
sail  to  the  northward.  At  half  past  five  heard 
the  report  of  two  guns,  S.  W.  At  half  past 
eight  set  the  mainsail.  At  ten,  up  mainsail; 
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moderate  and  foggy.  At  half  past  ten  saw  the 
Spanish  fleet,  bearing  S.  S.  E.  four  or  five  miles. 
The  signal  to  form  the  line  and  chase  the  ene- 
my. At  twenty  minutes  before  twelve  the 
headmost  ships  of  our  line  began  to  engage  the 
enemy  as  they  passed  us  on  the  other  tack ; 
Cape  St.  Vincent  bearing  north  ten  leagues.  A 
few  minutes  before  noon,  we  opened  our  fire  on 
their  leading  ship,  and  passed  nineteen  sail  of 
the  line,  giving  and  receiving  as  we  passed  ; 
our  leading  ships  having  eight  of  their  rear  ships  ♦ 
to  tack,  by  breaking  their  line. 

“ Wednesday,  1 5th,  wind  variable ; at  eighteen 
minutes  before  one,  the  Captain  having  passed, 
on  the  starboard  tack,  the  last  of  the  enemy’s 
line  of  nineteen  sail,  which  were  on  the  lar- 
board tack,  the  Spanish  admiral,  in  the  Santis- 
ima  Trinidada,  bore  up,  evidently  with  a de- 
sign to  join  a division  of  his  fleet,  of  eight  sail 
of  the  line,  which  were  on  the  Captain’s  lee- 
bow,  on  which  the  commodore  ordered  the  ships 
to  be  worej  when  passing  between  the  Diadem 
and  Excellent,  she  was  immediately  engaged  by 
the  Santissima  Trinidada,  a four-decked  ship, 
and  two  other  three-deckers,  and  several  two- 
deckers  ; so  that  at  one  time  we  were  engaged 
by  nine  line  of  battle  ships,  in  which  we  were 
most  nobly  supported  by  Captain  Troubridge, 
of  the  Culloden.  The  Spanish  admiral  desist- 
ed fr«n  his  attempt  of  joining  his  other  divi- 
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ion,  and  hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard 
tack.  About  two  P.  M.  the  Culloden  having 
got  between  us  and  the  enemy,  we  ceased  firing 
about  ten  minutes,  till  we  got  ahead  of  her,  and 
became  engaged  as  before.  Employed  the  in- 
terval in  replenishing  our  shot,  and  repairing 
our  rigging.  About  half  past  two,  our  sails 
and  rigging  being  almost  cut  to  pieces,  the 
Blenheim  passed  between  us  and  the  enemy. 
Employed  as  before,  while  our  fire  ceased.  At 
three  we  came  to  engage  several  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  particularly  the  San  Josef  and  San  Nicho- 
las. Saw  a Spanish  two-decker  strike'  to  the 
Excellent.  Soon  after  we  shot  away  the  mizzen- 
mast of  the  San  Josef,  which  caused  her  to  fall 
on  board  the  San  Nicholas  to  w’indward.  At 
half  past  three  the  Excellent  passed  us  to  wind- 
ward, engaging  the  San  Josef  within  pistol 
shot  as  she  passed  by  ; on  which  she  and  the 
San  Nicholas  fell  on  board  of  each  other.  The 
San  Josef  having  lost  her  mizzen-mast,  the  Cap- 
tain, whose  fore-top-mast  was  at  this  time  shot 
away,  immediately  luffed  a!ong-side,  prepared 
for  boarding,  and,  having  engaged  very  sharply 
for  a few  minutes,  in  which  we  had  fifteen  men 
killed  and  wounded,  the  Commodore  ordered  the 
ship  to  be  laid  on  board  ; when  himself.  Lieu- 
tenants Berry,  Noble,  and  Pearson,  and  Messrs. 
Samwell,  Withers,  and  Williams,  midshipmen, 
at  the  head  of  the  boarders'  and  troops,  entered 
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on  board  the  San  Nicholas,  on  the  larboard 
quarter,  and  from  ber  boarded  the  San  Josef, 
and  hauled  down  the  colours  at  five  minutes  be- 
• fore  four  o’clock.  The  latter  mounting  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  guns.  Rear-admiral  Winthuy- 
sen,  and  the  former  of  eighty-four  guns.  Com- 
modore Gerraldelino.  They  were  both  mortally 
wounded,  and  died  soon  after  the  action  ceased. 
Commodore  Nelson  put  Lieutenant  Berry  in 
charge  of  the  San  Jcsef,  and  Lieutenant  Spicer 
of  the  San  Nicholas,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  in  each  ship.  Found  the  latter  on  fire, 
but  extinguished  it.  At  five,  all  firing  ceased.  * 
While  we  were  entangled  with  both  ships, 
found  the  San  Nicholas  to  be  on  fire  again,  in 
the  fore  hold ; but  it  was  happily  extinguished 
by  our  firemen.  The  commodore  went  on 
board  the  Irresistible.  At  six,  got  clear  of  the 
prizes.  Wore  to  join  the  fleet,  having  been  be- 
tween them  and  the  enemy,  who  stood  towards 
us  with  a fresh  breeze,  but  hauled  their  wind 
again.  Employed  cutting  away  the  remnant  of 
the  fore-sail,  and  clearing  the  wreck  of  the  fore- 
top-mast. At  seven  the  Minerve  took  us  in 
tow ; our  standing  and  running  rigging,  with 
all  the  bending  sails,  being  cut  to  pieces;  our 
wheel,  fore-top-niast,  and  fore-top,  shot  away  ; 
and  our  masts  severely  wounded  j the  main-mast 
having  three  shot  through  the  heart.  Employed 
filling  powder  and  replenishing  shot,,  knotting 
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and  splicing,  and  to  get  ready  for  battle  again 
as  soon  as  possible.  Found  that  another  ship 
of  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns,  the  San  Salva- 
dor del  Mundo,  and  the  San  Isidore,  of  seventy- 
four  guns,  had  struck  to  our  fleet.  Our  frigates 
took  them  in  tow. 

“ The  Spanish  fleet  consisted  of  twenty-seven 
sail  of  the  line,  nine  of  which  were  three-deck- 
ers, and  eight  frigates:  our  fleet,  of  fifteen  sail 
of  the  line,  and  three  frigates  (six  three-deckers, 
eight  seventy-fours,  and  one  sixty-four).  Found 
we  had  twenty-four  men  killed,  and  fifty-six 
wounded.  In  the  Spaniards  we  took,  the 
slaughter  must  have  been  very  great,  as  there 
were  people  employed  all  night  throwing  the 
dead  overboard.  A.  M.  moderate  and  hazy ; 
the  Spanish  fleet  in  sight  to  windward.  Em- 
ployed repairing  the  damaged  rigging,  securing 
the  masts,  &c.;  bent  a new  fore-sail,  and  mizzen- 
top-sail.  The  four  prizes  in  tow.” 

The  document  just  given  is  more  peculiarly 
valuable,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a plain  relation  of 
facts  given  in  the  most  summary  way,  on  the  in- 
stant of  their  taking  place  ; and  serves  to  esta- 
blish beyond  controversy  many  points,  which 
those  who  are  sceptically  inclined,  might  other- 

m t 

Wise  demur  to. 

The  fourth,  and  more  florid  description  of  the 
great  event  alluded  to,  is  given  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Drinkwater,  who,  as  it  has  been  already 
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related,  had  taken  his  passage  from  Porto  Fer- 
rajio  on  board  the  Minerve,  in  company  with 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  and  having  removed  into  the 
Lively,  that  ship  was,  at  the  express  solicitation 
of  the  viceroy,  permitted  to  continue  with  the 
fleet,  that  the  impatience  of  the  latter  might  be 
gratified  as  expeditiously  as  possible  with  regard 
to  the  result  of  the  encounter. 

“ When  Sir  John  Jervis,”  says  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  in  his  narrative,  “ on  the  14th  of  Febru- 
ary, had  accomplished  his  bold  intention  of 
breaking  the  enemy’s  line,  the  Spanish  admiral, 
who  had  been  separated  to  windward  with  his 
main  body,  consisting  of  eighteen  ships  of  the 
line,  from  nine  ships  that  were  cut  off  to  lee- 
ward, appealed  to  make  a movement  as  if  with 
a view  to  join  the  latter.  This  design  was  com- 
pletely frustrated  by  the  timely  opposition  of 
Commodore  Nelson,  whose  station  in  the  rear 
of  the  British  line  afforded  him  an  opportunity 
of  observing  this  manoeuvre.  His  ship,  the 
Captain,  had  no  sooner  passed  the  rear  of  the 
^enemy’s  ships  that  were  to  windward,  than  he 
ordered  her  to  wear,  and  stood  on  the  other 
tack  towards  the  enemy, 

“ In  executing  this  bold  and  decisive  mance- 
vre,  the  commodore  reached  the  sixth  ship  from 
the  enemy's  rear,  which  bore  the  Spanish  admi- 
ral’s flag,  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  guns,  a ship  of  four  decks. 
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reported  to  be  the  largest  in  the  world,  Not- 
withstanding the  inequality  of  the  force,  the 
commodore  instantly  engaged  this  colossal  op- 
ponent, and  for  a considerable  time  bad  to  con- 
tend not  only  with  her,  but  with'  her  seconds 
a-head  and  a-stern,  each  of  three  decks.  While 
he  maintained  this  unequal  combat,  which  was 
viewed  with  admiration,  mixed  with  anxiety, 
his  friends  were  flying  to  his  support.  The 
enemy’s  attention  was  soon  directed  to  the 
Culloden,  Captain  Troubridge;  and  in  a short 
time  after  to  the  Blenheim,  of  ninety  guns,  Cap- 
tain Frederick,  who  opportunely  came  to  his 
assistance. 

“ The  intrepid  conduct  of  the  commodore 
staggered  the  Spanish  admiral,  who  already  ap- 
peared to  waver  in  pursuing  his  intention  of 
joining  the  ships  cut  off  by  the  British  fleet ; 
when  the  Culloden's  timely  arrival,  and  Captain 
Trouhridge's  spirited  support  of  the  commo- 
dore, together  with  the  approach  of  the  Blen- 
heim, followed  by  Rear-admiral  Parker,  with 
the  Prince  George,  Orion,  Irresistible,  and  Dia- 
dem, not  far  distant,  determined  the  Spanish 
* 

admiral  to  change  his  design  altogether,  and  to 
throw  out  the  signal  for  the  ships’  main  body  to 
haul  their  wind,  and  to  make  sail  on  the  lar- 
board tack. 

" Not  a moment  was  lost  in  improving  the 
advantage  now  apparent  in  favour  of  the  British 
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squadron.  As  the  ships  of  Rear-admiral  Par- 
ker’s division  approached  the  enemy’s  ships,  in 
support  of  the  Captain,  Commodore  Nelson’s 
shfp,  and  her  gallant  seconds,  the  Blenheim  and 
Culloden,  the  cannonade  became  more  animated 
and  impressive.  In  this  manner  did  Commo- 
dore Nelson  engage  a Spanish  three-decker, 
until  he  had  nearly  expended  all  the  ammuni- 
tion in  his  ship,  which  had  suffered  the  loss  of 
her  fore-top-mast,  and  received  such  conside- 
rable damage  in  her  sails  and  rigging,  that  she 
was  almost  rendered  hors  du  combat.  At  this 
critical  period,  the  Spanish  three-decker  having 
lost  her  mizen-mast,  fell  on  board  a Spanish  two- 
decker,  of  eighty-four  guns,  that  was  her  se- 
cond: this  latter  ship  consequently  now  became 
the  commodore’s  opponent,  and  a most  vigorous 
lire  was  kept  up  for  some  time  by  both  ships, 
within  pistol  shot. 

“ It  was  now  that  the  commodore’s  ship  lost 
many  men,  and  that  the  damages  already  sus- 
tained, through  the  long  and  arduous  conflict 
which  she  had  sustained,  appeared  to  render  a 
continuance  of  the  contest  in  the  usual  way 
precarious  or  perhaps  impossible.  At  this  cri-  * 
tical  moment  the  commodore,  from  a sudden 
impulse,  instantly  resolved  on  a bold  and  deci- 
sive measure ; and  determined,  whatever  might 
be  the  event,  to  attempt  his  opponent  sword  in 
hand.  The  boarders  were  summoned,  and 
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orders  given  to  ky  his  ship  on  board  the 
enemy. 

“ Fortune  favours  the  brave ! nor  on  this  oc- 
casion was  she  unmindful  of  her  favourite.  Ralph 
Willet  Miller,  the  commodore’s  captain,  so  ju- 
diciously directed  the  course  of  the  ship,  that  he 
laid  her  aboard  the  starboard  quarter  of  the 
Spanish  eighty-four:  her  spritsail-yard  passing 
over  the  enemy’s  poop,  and  hooking  gi  her 
mizzen-shrouds;  when  the  word  to  board  being 
given,  the  officers  and  seamen  destined  £or  this 
perilous  duiy,  headed  by  Lieutenant  Berry,  to-  - 
gether  with  the  detachment  of  the  sixty-ninth 
regiment,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Pearson, 
then  doing  duty  as  marines  on  board  the  Captain, 
passed  with  rapidity  on  board  the  enemy’s  ship; 
and  in  a short  time  the  San  N icholas  was  in  posses- 
sion of  her  intrepid  assailants.  The  commodore’s 
ardour  would  not  permit  him  to  remain  an  in- 
active spectator  of  this  scene.  He  was  aware 
the  attempt  was  hazardous  ; and  he  thought  his 
presence  might  animate  his  brave  companions, 
and  contribute  to  the  success  of  this  bold  enter- 
prise: he  therefore,  as  if  by  magic  impulse,  ac- 
companied the  party  in  this  attack ; passing 
from  the  fore-chains  of  his  own  ship  into  the 
enemy’s  quarter-gallery,  and  thence  through  the 
cabin  to  the  quarter-deck,  where  he  arrived  in 
time  to  receive  the  sword  of  the  dying  com- 
mander, who  had  been  mortally  wounded  by  the 
boarders. 
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“ He  had  not  long  been  employed  in  taking 
the  necessary  measures  to  secure  this  hard-earned 
conquest,  when  he  found  himself  engaged  in  a 
more  arduous  task.  The  stern  of  the  three- 
decker,  his  former  opponent,  was  placed  direct- 
ly amid  ships  of  the  weather  beam  of  the  prize, 
San  Nicholas;  and  from  her  poop  and  galleries 
the  enemy  sorely  annoyed  with  musquetry  the 
British  who  had  boarded  the  San  Nicholas.  The 
commodore  was  not  long  in  resolving  on  the 
conduct  to  be  adopted,  on  this  momentous  occa- 
sion. the  two  alternatives  that  presented  them- 
selves to  his  unshaken  mind,  were,  to  quit  the 
prize,  or  instantly  board  the  three-decker.  Con- 
fident of  the  bravery  of  his  seamen,  he  deter- 
mined on  the  latter.  Directing,  therefore,  an 
additional  number  of  men  to  be  sent  from  the, 
Captain  on  board  the  San  Nicholas,  the  un- 
daunted commodore,  whom  no  danger  ever  ap- 
palled, headed  himself  the  assailants  in  this  new 
attack,  exclaiming,  Westminster  Abbey!  or 

GLORIOUS  VICTORY  ! 

“ Success  in  a few  minutes,  and  with  little  loss, 
crowned  the  enterprize.  Such  indeed  was  the 
panic  occasioned  by  his  preceding  conduct,  that 
the  British  no  sooner  appeared  on  the  quarter- 
deck of  their  new  opponent,  than  the  comman- 
dant advanced,  and  asking  for  the  British  com- 
manding officer,  dropped  on  one  knee,  and  pre- 
sented his  sword,  apologizing  at  the  same  time 
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for  the  Spanish  admiral’s  not  appearing,  as  he 
was  dangerously  wounded.  For  a moment  Com- 
modore Nelson  could  scarcely  persuade  himself 
of  this  second  instance  of  good  fortune:  he  there- 
fore ordered  the  Spanish  commandant,  who  had 
the  rank  of  a brigadier,  to  assemble  the  officers 
on  the  quarter-deck,  and  direct  means  to  be 
taken  instantly  for  communicating  to  the  crew 
the  surrender  of  the  ship.  All  the  officers  im- 
mediately appeared ; and  the  commodore  had 
the  surrender  of  the  San  Josef  duly  conferred  by 
each  of  them  delivering  his  sword. 

“ The  coxswain  of  the  commodore’s  barge, 
John  Sykes,  since  dead,  had  attended  close  by  his 
side  throughout  this  perilous  attempt : to  him  the 
commodore  gave  in  charge  the  swords  of  the 
Spanish  officers  as  he  received  them : and  the 
undaunted  tar,  as  they  were  delivered  to  him, 
tucked  these  honourable  trophies  under  his 
arm,  with  all  the  coolness  imaginable.  It  was 
at  this  moment  also  that  a British  sailor,  who 
had  fought  under  the  commodore,  came  up  in 
the  fullness  of  his  heart,  and  excusing  the  liber- 
ty he  was  taking,  asked  to  shake  him  by  the 
hand,  to  congratulate  him  upon  seeing  him  safe 
on  the  quarter-deck  of  a Spanish  three-decker. 

“ This  new  conquest  had  scarcely  submitted, 
and  the  commodore  returned  on  board  the  San 
Nicholas,  when  the  latter  ship  was  discovered 
to  be  on  fire  in  two  places.  At  the  first  mo- 
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ment  appearances  were  alarming ; but  the  pre- 
sence of  mind  and  resources  of  the  commodore 
and  his  officers,  in  this  emergency,  soon  got  the 
fire  under. 

“ A signal  was  made  by  the  Captain  for  boats 
to  assist  in  disentangling  her  from  the  two 
prizes ; and  as  she  was  incapable  of  further  ser- 
vice until  refitted,  the  commodore  again  hoisted 
his  broad  pendant,  for  the  moment,  on  board 
La  Minerve  frigate;  and  in  the  evening  shifted 
It  to  the  Irresistible,  Captain  Martin : but  as 
soon  as  the  Captain  was  refitted,  he  re-hoisted  his 
pendant  on  board  the  latter  ship. 

“ Asa  reward  for  such  distinguished  gallantry 
on  the  14th  of  February,  he  received  the  insignia 
of  the  Bath  and  the  gold  medal  from  his  sove- 
reign ; and  was  also  presented  with  the  freedom 
pf  the  city  of  London  in  a gold  box.*” 

* In  the  council-chamber  of  the  hall  in  the  market-place  at 
Norw  ich,  is  erected  the  following  device,  a memorial  of  the 
glorious  action  of  the  14th  of  February,  1797-  An  anchor, 
to  which  are  suspended  a yard  and  sail,  supposed  to  have 
been  shot  away  in  action ; on  the  latter  is  inscribed : “ The 
sword  of  the  Spanish  admiral  Don  Xavier  Winthuysen,  who 
died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  an  engagement  with  the 
British  fleet  under  (lie  command  of  Admiral  Earl  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, 14th  February,  1797,  which  ended  in  the  most  brilliant 
victory  ever  obtained  by  this  country  over  the  enemy  at  sea, 
wherein  the  heroic  valour  and  cool  determined  courage  o£ 
Rear-admiral  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  Kv  B.  liad  ample  scope  for 
their  display.  He  being  a native  of  Norfolk,  honoured  the 
city  by  presenting  this  sword  surrendered  to  him  in  that  ac- 
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In  the  preceding  account,  the  colonel,  it  must 
in  justice  be  owned,  pays  the  most  grateful 
tribute  to  the  personal  bravery  and  gallantry  of 
the  commodore,  but  does  not  enter  sufficiently 
into  a description,  and  that,  certainly,  necessary 
eulogium  on  the  splendid  display  of  his  abilities, 
without  which,  on  so  trying  an  occasion,  the 
most  consummate  gallantry  in  the  universe,  even 
though  it  had  been  possible  for  it  to  have  ex- 
ceeded that  of  the  commodore  himself,  would 
have  proved  blit  of  little  avail.  With  all  that 
' promptitude  which  is  the  certain  characteristic 
of  a great  and  active  mind,  he  found  the 
bold  manoeuvre,  executed  by  order  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  would  fail  in  its  effect,  unless 
the  most  decisive  measures  were  adopted  to 
prevent  the  reunion  of  the  main  body  of  the 
fleet  with  those  ships  from  which  the  Spanish 
admiral  had  been  separated.  The  moment  was 
awful ; for,  glorious  as  the  opportunity  might  be, 
any  failure  in  the  measure  taken  by  the  com* 
modore  might  have  been  productive  of  mischief 
to  his  friends,  and  the  most  serious  injury  to  his 
’ country.  He  felt,  however,  the  magnitude  of 

tiou.”  From  the  flukes  of  the  anchor  the  sword  is  suspended; 
underneath  is  the  coat  of  arms  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  which 
was  given  to  him  bythe  king.  The  crest  is  the  stern  of  a man  of. 
war,  and  the  supporters  a sailor  bearing  a British  lion,  tram- 
pling on  the  Spanish  colours.  The  moito,  “ Faith  and  works.” 
'{lie  whole  Is  neatly  executed  by  Mr.  Windham  of  that  city. 
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his  own  powers;  and  in  the  full  consciousness 
of  that  magnitude,  he  seized  the  crown  of  vic- 
tory, which  Providence  herself  appears  to  have 
destined  he  should  wear.  It  is  not  a little  re- 
markable that  each  of  the  triumphs  obtained  by 
this  noble  person  over  the  foes  to  his  country, 
has  rested  entirely  on  the  exertions  of  his  own 
abilities,  and  strength  of  mind,  without  being 
indebted  in  the  slightest  degree,  to  any  of  those 
fortuitous  circumstances,  which  have  at  different 
periods  decided  the  fate  of  battles,  and  of  na- 
tions. By  the  rapidity  of  his  conception,  and 
the  celerity  with  which  he  carried  it  into  execu- 
tion on  the  present  occasion,  the  world  was 
taught  a lesson,  which/ before  that  day,  would 
have  been  considered  romantic  and  ridiculous, 
that  the  presence  of  one  man  may  supply  the 
deficiency  of  thousands,  and  render  the  event  of 
battle  at  least  doubtful,  against  the  most  fearful 
odds. 

In  contests  between  armies,  such  occurrences 
are  neither,  perhaps,  new,  nor  uncommon.  The 
march  of  battalions,  regulated  with  more  cer- 
tainty, and  easily  applicable,  with  the  most  cor- 
rect exactness,  to  the  execution  of  any  measure 
which  the  abilities  of  a great  and  consummate 
general  may  have  contrived,  have  rendered  the 
operations  and  success  of  an  army  in  a great 
measure  reducible  to  certain  principles,  so  that 
science  may,  without  its  becoming  a matter  of 
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wonder,  be  the  arbiter  of  contest.  In  naval 
encounters  the  case  was  ever  considered  as 
widely  different.  To  contend  against  an  enemy 
so  manifestly  superior,  would  have  been  con- 
sidered, in  the  general  acceptation  of  the  world, 
an  act  of  the  most  unpardonable  rashness,  if 
not  of  madness  itself.  It  was  the  lot  of  Lord 
Nelson  to  prove  to  that  world,  that  such  an 
opinion  was  erroneous}  that  the  duties  of  a 
naval  commander  consisted  not  merely  in  rang- 
ing his  fleet  in  a regular  line,  or  even  in  placing 
his  ship  on  the  bow  or  quarter  of  his  antagonist ; 
that  the  cold  system  of  regular  tactics,  till  then 
almost  in  invariable  use,  and  from  which  it  was 
considered  a crime  of  the  highest  magnitude, 
even  for  a moment,  to  depart,  was  an  insult  to 
the  understanding  of  naval  commanders,  by  im- 
puting to  them  a want  of  ability  to  contrive,  or 
a power  to  execute  measures  simihtr  to  those, 
which,  when  applied  to  military  operations,  had 
frequently  conferred  victory  on  the  weak. 

It  will  not,  however,  be  improper  to  remark 
in  this  place,  what  infinitely  superior  energies 
are  indispensably  required  in  the  mind  of  a 
naval  commander  beyond  those  of  the  man 
who  may  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  most 
extensive  armies.  The  general,  surrounded  by 
the  ablest  men  he  can  select,  aided  by  the  com- 
pletest  information  as  to  every  particular,  that 
can  strengthen  his  mind  or  assist  his  judgment. 
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forms  those  plans,  coolly  and  deliberately,  he 
arranges  all  his  different  combinations  of  attack, 
■which  he  may,  without  trusting  much  to  the 
doctrine  of  chances,  depend  on  being  successful. 
Attended  by  his  aid-de-camps,  he  takes  his 
station  on  the  spol  most  convenient  to  liis  pur» 
pose,  and  the  ojerations  of  his  army  are  con- 
ducted as  it  were  by  clock  work,  according  to 
the  will  of  him,  who  becomes  the  moving 
power.  Suppose  him  at  the  worst  foiled  in  any,  or 
even  the  major  part  of  his  projects,  the  scientific 
resources  of  his  mind  will  allow  him  to  repair 
misfortune,  remedy  disaster,  and  prevent  de- 
feat. His  mind,  in  great  measure  abstracted 
from  the  bustle  of  the  neighbouring  scene,  is 
left  at  full  liberty  to  display  the  natural  scope 
of  his  abilities.  With  an  admiral,  or  naval 
commander,  the  case  is  widely  different;  all  his 
measures  may  be  disconcerted  in  an  instant.  It 
was  considered,  till  Lord  Nelson  first  proved 
the  opinion  erroneous,  impossible  to  lay  down 
any  established  form  of  battle,  inasmuch  as  it 
must  depend  on  events  and  circumstances, 
which  were  not  w ithin  the  controul  of  man. 
A change  of  the  W'ind,  even  in  a trivial  degree, 
or  a few  chance  shot,  fortunately  destructive  in 
their  effect,  might,  it  was  found,  render  inef- 
fectual the  best  concerted  plans.  Every  single 
ship  was  to  be  considered  as  a battalion  which 
might  be  disabled  or  annihilated  in  an  instant, 
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and  at  the  very  moment  toowhenher  co-operation 
was  most  necessary.  On  that  account,  perhaps, 
it  was  considered  nugatory  to  propose  the  adop- 
tion of  any  system,  deviating  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree from  the  simplest  practice,  because  it  never 
might  be  in  the  power  of  the  most  able  com- 
mander to  carry  such  system  into  proper  effect. 
To  overcome  this  prejudice  required  an  exertion, 
which  none  but  the  greatest  minds  were  capa- 
ble of  carrying  into  actual  practice.  It  had,  on 
some  occasions',  been  partially  attempted  to 
have  been  removed;  but  it  remained  for  the 
genius  of  Commodore  Nelson  to  dispel,  like  the 
meridian  sun,  the  cloud  which  had  so  long  ob- 
scured the  best  energies  of  nautical  know- 
ledge*. 

What  praise,  what  admiration,  can  be  con- 
sidered too  romantic  to  be  bestowed  on  the 
man,  who,  surrounded  by  that  terrific  confusion 

* The  persnual  exertions  of  Commodore  Nelson!  on  this  oc- 
casion, must  raise  him,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
that  attended  them,  higher  than  perhaps  any  man,  cither 
nautical,  or  military,  who  ever  preceded  him  in  the  line  of  the 
most  active  service.  To  act,  and  to  think,  are  two  very  dif- 
ferent qualities  of  tile  human  mind,  and,  generally  speaking, 
destroy  each  other ; but  in  this  noble  person  we  find  them 
most  happily  blended,  and  exhibited  in  the  most  brilliant 
colours,  so  that  we  scarcely  know  which  most  to  admire,  the 
activity  of  his  mind,  which  caused  him  to  make  the  attempt, 
or  the  very  great  personal  gallantry  which  he  displayed  in  the 
prosecution  of  it. 
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. invariably  attendant  on  naval  contests,  can  in 
one  instant  contrive,  and  on  the  next  moment 
execute  a measure  that  the  host  of  his  anta- 
gonists, a circumstance  which  future  ages  might 
almost  deem  fabulous,  were  unable  to  baffle,  or 
extricate  themselves  from  the  effects  of.  In  fine, 
the  conception  was  great,  the  execution  noble, 
and  the  event  glorious. 

In  the  volume  of  the  Naval  Chronicle,  which 
we  have  before  quoted,  are  inserted  several  ex- 
tracts from  letters  written  by  his  lordship  ; they 
convey  too  forcible  a trait  of  his  character,  to 
warrant  their  omission. 

“ Irresistible,  off  Lagos  Bay, 

“ My  dear  Sir,  Marrh  16,  \797- 

“ Your  letter  of  NovemlH-r  30lh,  by  the  Aurora,  I only  re- 
ceived the  beginning  of  this  month,  before  I left  Lisbon. 

“ I am  here  looking  out  for  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  with 
three  sail  of  the  line,  and  hope  to  meet  him.  Two  first-rates 
and  a seventy-four  are  with  him ; but  the  larger  the  ships  the 
better  the  mark. 

The  Spanish  fleet  is  in  Cadiz  ; the  officers  hooted  and 
pelted  by  the  mobility.  Their  first  report  was,  the  action  hap- 
pening in  a foggy  day,  when  the  fog  cleared  up  they  only 
saw  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  therefore  concluded  at  least  five  of 
ours  were  sunk  in  the  action.  My  usual  good  fortune  attended 
me,  which  1 know  will  give  you,  amongst  my  other  friends, 
satisfaction.  Believe  me, 

“ Your  most  faithful  humble  servant,  1 

“ Horatio  Nelson.” 

“ Captain,  off  Cadiz,  April  10, 1797. 

“ My  dear  Sir, 

“ Many  thanks  for  your  most  kind  congratulations  on  our 
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late  success ; but  I hope  soon  the  good  people  of  England 
will  have  something  else  to  talk  about,  more  recent  victories ; 
for  if  our  ships  are  but  carried  close  enough  by  the  officers,  I 
will  answer  for  a British  fleet  being  always  successful. 

“ The  Spaniards  threaten  us  they  wijl  come  out  and  take 
their  revenge  ; the  sooner  the  better:  but  1 will  riot  believe  it 
till  I see  it ; and  if  they  do,  what  will  the  mines  of  Mexico  and 
Peru  signify,  compared  with  the  hpnour  I doubt  uot  we  shall 
gain  by  fighting  any  angry  Don.  They  j; ill  have  thirty  sail 
of  the  line ; we  twenty,  or  twenty-two ; but  I fear  we  shall  have 
a peace  before  they  arc  ready  to  come  out. 

“ Believe  me,  dear  sir, 

“ Your  much  obliged 

“ Horatio  Nelson." 

“ My  dear  Sir,  “Theseus,  June  1st,  1797* 

“ We  are  oflf  Cadiz,  with  a greater  inferiority  than  before. 
I am  barely  out  of  shot  of  a .Spanish  rcai*adtniral.  We  have 
every  day  flags  of  truce.  The  Dons  hope  for  peace,  but  must 
soon  fight  us  if  the  war  goes  on.  I wish  it  all  over,  for  I can- 
not fag  much  longer. 

“ Believe  me,  ray  dear  sir, 

“ Y'our  obliged  and  faithful  friend, 

“ Horatio  Nelson. 

“ P.  S.  Samuel  Hood  is  gone  I hope  to  get  riches— sure  to 
get  honour.” 

It  has  been  frequently  remarked,  that  epis- 
tolary correspondence,  particularly  that  which 
is  of  a private  nature,  is  the  best  criterion  by 
which. we  can  judge  of  the  undisguised  sen- 
timents of  a man,  and  the  most  certain  index  of 
the  natural  bent  of  his  mind.  To  the  preceding 
letters,  a myriad  equally  interesting,  might  be 
added,  provided  any  additional  proof  of  the 
spirit  and  genuine  habits  of  thinking  possessed 
by  the  noble  writer  were  wanting.  They  are 
inserted  without  the  slightest  Alteration;  those 
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parts  only  being  omitted  which,  for  different 
reasons,  principally  because  they  relate  to  pri- 
vate concerns,  would  be  consequently  unin- 
teresting to  the  public. 

Sir  Horatio  having  been  promoted,  very  soon 
after  the  brilliant  transactions  last  mentioned,  to 
the  rank  of  rear-admiralof  theblue,was  dispatch- 
ed in  the  month  of  April,  1797 , to  biing  off  the 
garrison  of  Porto  Ferrajio,  and  on  his  return 
to  the  fleet,  from  that  service,  having  shifted  his 
flag  from  the  Captain  to  the  Theseus,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  he  was  appointed  by  the  Earl  of 
St.  Vincent  to  command  a detachment  of  the 
fleet  which  was  employed  in  the  immediate 
blockade  of  Cacfiz  harbour.  This  was  a service 
which  required  the  most  consummate  ability, 
added  to  the  highest  personal  intrepidity  ; nor  is 
it  possible,  perhaps,  without  meaning  to  detract 
in  the  smallest  instance  from  the  character  of 
other  men,  to  have  found  any  person  more 
strongly  endowed  with  both  these  qualities. 

For  the  purpose  of  confining  the  enemy  to 
their  port  as  closely  as  possible,  it  was  a prac- 
tice to  send  every  night,  from  each  ship,  one 
or  two  boats  manned  and  armed,  into  the 
very  mouth  of  the  harbour;  these  were  sup- 
ported by  some  gun-boats  purposely  fitted  for 
the  occasion,  which,  on  their  part,  depending 
for  protection,  in  case  of  attack,  from  the  in- 
terior line  of  ships  which  were  posted  under  the 
orders  of  Sir  Horatio,  the  system  of  blockade  be- 
came complete,  ar.d  the- impediment  raised  against 
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the  clandestine  escape  of  any  vessel,  might  be  pro- 
nounced impenetrable. 

In  order  to  cause  a strict  attention  throughout 
all  the  inferior  branches  of  the  service,  the  rear- 
admiral  was  accustomed  to  row  through  the  boats, 
after  they  had  been  posted  for  the  night.  Thus  were 
both  officers,  as  well  as  the  men,  kept  constantly 
alert,  and  in  immediate  readiness  to.  repel  any  sud- 
den attack  that  might  be  made  on  them,  from  the 
port,  itself.  The  Spaniards  had,  on  their  part,  as  a 
necessary  defensive  precaution,  equipped  & num- 
ber of  gun-boats  and  large  launches,  in  which 
they  also  paraded  and  row’ed  guard,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  blockaders  from  making 
so  near  an  approach,  as  they  otherwise  perhaps 
might  have  attempted,  even  to  such  an  extent,  as 
might  have  endangered  the  safety  of  the  Spanish 
fleet  itself.  The  consequence  of  these  mutual 
preparations  was,  that  a variety  of  immaterial  skir- 
mishes took  place  between  the  two  flotillas, all  which 
might  most  probably,  even  at  this  time,  have  been 
little  remembered,  had  it  not  been  for  an  encoun- 
ter, in  which  both  the  Spanish  commander  of  the 
gun-boats,  Don  Miguel  Tyrason,  and  Sir  Horatio, 
were  personally  engaged.  The  former  being  in  a 
galley,  which  rowed  with  twenty-six  oars,  and 
manned  with  a chosen  crew  proportionably 
numerous,  for  it  consisted  of  thirty  men,  in- 
cluding officers,  had  the  fortune  to  encounter  the 
latter,  who  was  in  his  own  barge,  with  no 
more  than  its  us'ual  complement  of  ten  men, 
and  the  coxswain  j Captain  Freemantle  accompa- 
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nying  Sir  Horatio  as  a volunteer.  His  own  inhe- 
rent courage  appeared  to  have  even  exceeded  his 
former  display  of  greatness ; and  the  event  of 
which  we  are  treating,  rises  as  another  proof  how 
absolutely  necessary  it  is  for  a naval  commander, 
to  possess  the  most  exalted  personal  prowess,  as 
well  as  the  most  consummate  abilities  of  the 
mind.  The  Spaniard,  confiding  in  his  superior  num- 
bers, shrunk  not  from  the  contest ; and  the  crews 
of  both  vessels,  headed  by  their  respective  com- 
manders, fought  for  a considerable  time  hand  to 
hand.  John  Sykes,  his  coxswain,  whom  the  rear- 
admiral  so  gratefully  and  affectionately  distinguish- 
ed in  his  short  account  of  the  action  of  the  1 4th  of 
February,  was  wounded  in  the  act  of  defend- 
ing his  person  ; and  is  reported  to  have  actually 
preserved  his  truly  valuable  life  in  two  different  in- 
stances, by  parrying  several  furious  strokes  that 
were  aimed  at  him,  and  mortally  wounding  the 
assailants.  Thus  was  the  person  of  Sir  Horatio, 
though  repeatedly  in  the  most  imminent  danger, 
preserved  under  Providence  by  his  own  gallantry, 
aided  by  that  of  the  brave,  and  generous  fellows 
whom  he  commanded  : the  conquest  of  the  enemy 
\yas  at  length  effected,  andnhe  proud  superiority 
of  Englishmen,  was  never  perhaps  displayed  in 
more  glowing  colours.  The  Spaniards  fought  with 
a l'ury  bordering  almost  on  desperation  ; nor  did 
resistance  cease,  until  eighteen  of  them  were 
killed,  and  all  that  remained,  including  the  Spanish 
commander  himself,  severely  wounded.  The  eulo- 
gium  bestowed  on  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  by 
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the  Earl  St.  Vincent,  his  commander  in  chief, 
was  simple  and  appropriate.  “ The  rear-admiral,” 
says  his  lordship,  “ who  is  always  present  in  the 
most  arduous  enterprizes,  with  the  assistance  of 
some  other  barges,  boarded  and  carried  two  of 
the  enemy’s  gun-boats,  and  a large  launch  be- 
longing to  one  of  their  ships  of  war,  with  the 
commandant  of  the  flotilla.  Rear-Admiral  Nel- 
son's actions  speak  fur  than  selves  ; any  praise  of 
mine  would  full  very  short  of  his  merit.” 

The  encounter  last  mentioned  took  place  on  the 
3d  of  July,  and  in  two  nights  afterwards,  a repe- 
tition of  the  attack  was  made  in  a more  tremen- 
dous form,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Horatio,  on 
the  city  of  Cadiz  itself,  and  the  shipping  in  the 
harbour.  The  bomb-vessels  ranged  under  his  di- 
rection took  their  proper  stations,  and  began  their 
truly  terrific  warfare.  The  town  itself,  together  with 
the  shipping,  received  considerable  damage ; and,  as 
is  customary  iii  all  attacks  of  that  desultory,  though 
dreadful  nature,  the  vessels  havrng  expended  their 
allotted  portion  of  shells,  retired  with  the  conso- 
lation of  having  materially  annoyed  the  warlike  pre- 
parations of  the  enemy,  without  having  themselves 
sustained  either  injury,  or  inconvenience. 

In  a few  davs  after  these  skirmishes,  which  derived 
the  most  deserved  celebrity,  from  the  circumstances 
which  attended  them,  SirHoratio  was  detached  with 
three  ships  of  the  lipe,  the  Theseus,  the  Culloden, 
and  the  Zealous  ; the  Leander  of  fifty  guns,  with 
the  Terpsichore,  the  Emerald,  the  Sea-horse  fri- 
gates, and  the  Fox  cutter,  having  on  board  what 
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was  considered  as  a sufficient  body  of  troops  for 
the  purpose,  to  make  an  attack  on  the  town  of 
Santa  Cruz,  the  capital  of  the  isle  of  Teneriffe. 
The  most  prudent,  and  at  the  same  time  the  most 
spirited  measures,  were  immediately  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  attack  ; the  boats  of  the  squadron 
were  manned,  and  the  troops  put  on  shore.  Not- 
withstanding the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the 
considerable  swell  even  on  the  shore,  the  landing 
was  effected  in  good  order  ; so  that  if  ability  joined 
to  gallantry  could  have  commanded  success,  it 
would  certainly  have  attended,  in  its  fullest  extent, 
this  enterprise.  It  proved,  however,  to  have  been 
undertaken  in  consequence  of  a very  erroneous 
representation  of  the  force,  in  which  the  enemy 
were  ; and  was  rendered  abortive  merely  by  the 
great  disparity  in  point  of  numbers,  which  existed 
between  the  assailants,  and  the  defenders.  Thus 
circumstanced,  the  British  troops,  after  having 
been  for  the  space  of  seven  hours  in  possession  of 
the  town  of  Santa  Cruz,  finding  it  impossible  to 
make  themselves  masters  of  the  citadel,  began  to 
retreat.  The  Spaniards,  rejoiced  at  being  freed  from 
invaders,  whose  courage,  inferior  as  they  were  in 
numbers,  to  themselves,  appeared  still  dreadful,  and 
were  glad  to  consent  they  should  retire  unmolest- 
ed, rather  than  drive  them  to  despair".  Thus 
ended  an  expedition,  which  might  be  deemed 

* In  that  excellent  publication,  the  Naval  Chronicle,  to 
■which  we  have  before  alluded,  and  to  which  we  find  our- 
selves infinitely  indebted  for  many  interesting  particulars,  the 
'annexed  are  given,  in  the  account  of  this  attack,  and  its  con- 
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a fatal  one  to  Britain,  having  cost  her  the  lives  of 
nearly  two  hundred  brave  officers  and  seamen,  killed 

spqusnces.  The  rear-admiral,  on  his  arrival  before  the  town, 
lost  no  time  i redirecting  a thousand  men,  including  marines, 
to  be  prepared  for  landing  from  the  ships,  under  the  direction 
of  the  brave  Captain  Troubridge,  since  created,  for  his  dis- 
tinguished services,  a baronet,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Cul- 
loden,  and  Captains  Hood,  Thompson,  Freemantie,  Bowen, 
Miller,  a id  Waller,  who  very  handsomely  volunteered  their 
services.  The  boats  of  the  squadron  were  accordingly 
manned,  and  the  landiug  was  effected  in  the  course  of  a dark 
night.  The  party  were  in  full  possession  of  the  town  of 
Santa  Cruz  for  about  seven  hours.  Finding  it  impracticable 
to  storm  the  citadel,  they  prepared  for  their  retreat ; which 
the  Spaniards  allowed  them  to  do  unmolested,  agreeable  to 
the  stipulations  made  with  Captain  Troubridge.  Although 
this  enterprise  did  not  succeed,  his  majesty's  arms  acquired 
by  the  attempt  a great  degree  of  lustre  ; and,  as  the  rear- 
admiral  himself  handsomely  expresses  it  in  his  letter  to  Earl 
St.  Vincent,  " more  daring  intrepidity  never  was  shewn  than 
by  the  captains,  officers,  and  men  he  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand.'’ Sir  Horatio  Nelson  in  this  attack  lost  ,his  right  arm 
by  a cannon  shot ; the  same  night  it  was  amputated  on  board 
the  Theseus,  when  he  immediately  began  his  official  letter, 
and  finished  it  by  eleven.  No  less  tlian  two  hundred  and 
fjrty-six  gallant  officers,  marines,  and  seamen,  were  killed, 
wounded,  and  drowned. 

The,  life  of  Sir-  Horatio  Nelson  was  providentially  saved 
by  Lieutenant  Nesbit,  his  son-in-law,  on  this  disastrous  night. 
The  admiral  received  his  wound  soon  after  the  detachment  had 
landed  ; and  while  they  Were  pressing  on  with  the  usual  ar- 
dour of  British  seamen,  the  shock  caused  him  to  fall  to  the 
ground,  where  for  some  minutes  he  was  left  to  himself,  until 
Mr-Nesbft,  missing  him,  had  the  presence  of  mind  to  return; 
v hen,  after  some  search  in  the  dark,  lie  at  length  found  his 
brave  father-in-law  weltering  in  his  blood  on  the  ground, 
with  bis  arm  shattered,  and  himself  apparently  lifeless.  Lieu- 
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or  drowned,  many  grievously  wounded.  Among  the 
latter  was  the  Rear-Admiral  himself,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  lose  his  right  arm  by  a cannon  shot. 
He  was  carried  on  board  the  Theseus,  where  ampu- 
tation was  immediately  performed.  In  the  very  great 
hurry  and  confusion,-  which  unavoidably  prevailed 
at  the  time  of  the  operation,  some  mistake  was  made 
in  taking  up  one  of  the  arteries,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  Admiral  suffered  the  most  excruciating 
torture  for  several  months.  He  reiurned  to  ling- 
land  in  a frigate,  for  the  necessary  recovery  of  his 
health,  immediately  after  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  was,  as  a natural  consequence,  re- 
tenant Nesbit,  having  immediately  applied  his  neck  handker- 
chief as  a toumcquet  to  the  admiral's  arm.  carried  him  on  his 
back  to  the  beach,  where,  with  the  assistance  of  some  sailors, 
he  conveyed  him  into  one  of  the  boats,  and  put  off  to  the 
Theseus,  jinder  a tremendous,  though  ill-directed,  fire  from 
the  enemy's  battery.  The  next  day,  after  the  rear-admiral 
had  lo  t his  arm,  he  wrote  to  Lady  Nelson,  and  in  narrating 
the  foregoing  transaction,  says,  “ I know  it  will  add  much  to 
your  pleasure,  in  finding  that  your  son  Josiah,  under  God’s  pro- 
vidence, was  instrumental  in  saving  my  life.-’ 

It  was  the  13th  of  December  before  the  surgeons,  who 
attended  him,  pronounced  him  fit  fur  service.  On  Sir  Ho- 
ratio Nelson's  first  appearance  at  court,  his  sovereign  received 
him  in  the  most  gracious  and  tender  manner  ; and  when,  with 
deep  sensibility  of  condolence,  the  King  expressed  his  sorrow 
at  the  loss  the  noble  admiral  had  sustained,  and  at  his  impaired 
state  of  health,  which  might  deprive  the  country. of  his  future 
services,  Sir  Horatio  replied  with  dignified  emphasis,  “ May 
it  please  your  Majesty,  I can  never  think  that  a l<fss  which' 
the  performance  of  my  duty  has  occasioned  ; and  so  long  as  I 
have,  a foot  to  stand  on  I will  combat  for  my  King  and 
country.'’ 
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reived  by  all  ranks  of  people  with  the  most  con- 
soling regard  and  attention.  In  the  month  of 
October,  a pension  of  one  thousand  pounds  a year 
was  granted  him,  as  a reconqpence  for  the  serious 
injury  he  had  so  lately  experienced  ; but,  as  has 
been  elsewhere,  justly,  remarked,  it  was  cdnsidered 
but  a trivial  remuneration  for  4 life  passed  in  one, 
almost  uninterrupted,  scene  of  danger,  hardship, 
cntcrprize,  and  service.* 

The  moment  his  health  was  so  far  restored  as 

* It  being  ilie  customary  etiquette,  that,  before  the  issue  of 
the  giant  conferring  the  pension,  the  person  on  whom  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  bestowed  shall  present  a memorial  to  the  sove- 
reign, stating  the  grounds  on  which  such  pension  is  applied 
for;  the  following  was  given  in  by  Sir  Horatio,  and  is,  with 
the  greatest  propriety,  inserted  here,  as  giving  a brief  account 
of  the  different  services  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  pre- 
vious to  that  time. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

The  Memorial  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  K.  B.  and  a Rear-Ad- 
miral in  your  Majesty's  Fleet. 

That,  (luring  the  present  war,  your  memorialist  lias  been 
in  four  actions  with  the  tleets  of  the  enemy,  viz.  on  the  13th 
and  l*th  of  March,  1795;  on  the  ]3lhof  July,  1795,  and  on 
the  1 4th  of  February,  1797  ; in  three  actions  in  boats,  employ- 
ed in  cutting  out  of  harbours,  in  destroying  vessels,  and  in 
taking  three  towns.  Your  memorialist  has  also  served  on 
shore,  with  the  army,  four  months,  and  commanded  the  bat- 
teries at  the  sieges  of  Bastia  mid  Calvi:  That  during  the  war 
he  has  assisted  at  the  capture  of  seven  sail  of  the  line,  six 
frigates,  four  corvettes,  and  eleven  privateers  of  different  sizes, 
and  taken  and  destroyed  near  fifty  sail  of  merchant  vessels ; 
and  your  memorialist  has  actually  been  engaged  against  the 
enemy  upwards  of  or.e  hundred  and  twenty  times,  in  which  ser- 
yice  your  memorialist  has  lost  his  right  eye  jtnd  arm,  and^been 
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to  render  him  capable  of  undertaking  a command, 
he  was  ordered  to  re  hoist  his  flag,  and  proceed 
again  to  the  Mediterranean.  This  he  did  on  the 
iyth  of  December,  on  board  the  Vanguard.  Some 
weeks  necessarily  elapsed  before  that  ship  was 
properly  equipped  for  the  voyage ; and  the  sub- 
sequent delays,  occasioned  by  contrary  winds,  and 
toe  convoy  which  he  had  under  hjs  charge,  caused 
it  to  be  the  29th  of  April  before  he  was  able  to 
join  the  Lari  St.  Vincent,  the  commander  in 
chief  off  Cadiz.  On  the  very  day  ensuing,  he  wa* 
detached  with  three  ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates, 
and  a sloop  of  war,  to  watch  the  motions  of  a 
very  formidable  French  armament,  in  the  equip- 
ment of  which  the  greatest  exertions  had  been 
ipade,  as  the  last,  and  mere  gasping  hopes  of  a 
desperate  cause. 

It  has  been  frequently  urged,  that  the  British 
nation  owes  the  highest  obligation  to  the  noble 
, Earl,  on  the  mere  account  of  appointing  his 
lordship  to  this  command.  The  fact  no  one 
will  venture  to  dispute ; but  the  generality  of 
people  do  not  seem  perfectly  aware  of  the  extent 
of  that  honour,  which  they  owe  him  on  the  occa- 
sion in  question.  Grieving  for  the  depravity  of 
human  nature,  we  cannot  but  lament  that  gratitude 
is  among  the  least  prevalent  of  human  affections. 

severely  wounded  and  bruised  in  bis  body  ; all  of  wbicb  ser- 
vices and  wounds  your  memorialist  most  humbly  submits  to 
your  majesty’s  most  gracious  consideration. 

Oct.  1797.  (Signed)  Nelson. 
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His  lordship  convinced  the  world  the  lofty  sen- 
timents of  his  mind  were  superior  to  its  baseness 
and  degeneracy.  His  duty,  as  commander  in  chief, 
peremptorily  required  him  to  make  choice,  on 
every  exigency  of  service,  of  those  men,  whom  he 
thought  most  fit  to  execute  it.  The  rigid  rules  of  the 
service  opposed,  however,  such  a choice,  and  to  no 
other  cause  can  we  impute  his  deviation  from  those 
rules,  save  that  of  gratitude  : gratitude  for  having 
been  the  humble  means  of  gaining  a victory,  on  ac- 
count of  which  his  lordship  wore  the  laurels. 

The  annals  of  history  furnish  no  exahiple  equally 
grand  in  its  detail,  and  its  conclusion.  If  we 
should  not  incur  in  these  enlightened  days  the 
charge  of  superstition  on  the  occasion,  we  should 
§ay,  on  reviewing  the  detail  of  his  voyage,  that 
the  noble  admiral  appeared  commissioned  by  some 
superior  agency,  to  effect  the  destruction  of  an  ar- 
mament which  ■ had  threatened  the  most  ruinous 
• 

consequences  to  his  country.  The  cause  of  our 
admiration  we  must  confess  is  not  new  ; we  knew 
not  wlfeh  most  to  admire,  the  ability  of  his  mind, 
or  the  gallantry  of'  his  personal  behaviour.  Facts 
speak  for  themselves,  and  the  subjoined  narrative 
of  the  leading  transactions  of  the  voyage,  carefully 
drawn  up  by  a very  eminent  literary  character, 
from  the  minutes  of  an  officer,  who  held  a very 
high  and  pre-eminent  station  in  the  squadron, 
may,  notwithstanding  its  having  been  already  pre- 
sented to  public  view,  very  properly  supply  the 
place  of  any  garbled  detail  that  could  be  formed 
on  the  occasion. 

* • p 
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The  disappointments  and  difficulties  his  lordship 
had  to  encounter  previous  to  his  obtaining  authen- 
tic information  that  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  had 
shaped  its  course  towards  Egypt,  are  thus  related. 

Sir  Horatio  Nelson  had  been  detaehed  by  F.arl  St.  Vincent, 
into  the  Mediterranean,  with  the  Vanguard  of  seventy-four 
guns,  the  rear-admiral's  flag-ship,  the  Orion  and  Alexander, 
.of  seventy-four  guns  each,  the  Emerald  and  Terpsichore  fri- 
gates, and  hi  Bonne  Citoyenne  sloop  of  war.  The  squadron 
sailed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  flth  of  May,  but  experienced 
nothing  material  till  the  22d  ; when,  being  in  the  Gulf  of 
Lyons,  at  two  A.  M.  a most  violent  squall  of  wind  took  the 
Vanguard,  which  carried  away  her  top-masts,  and  at  last  her 
fore-mast.  The  other  ships  experienced  the  fury  of  the  gale, 
hut  not  in  theteme  degree  as  the  Vanguard,  u greater  propor- 
tion of  the  storm  having  fallen  on  that  ship.  The  three  line  of 
battle  ships  lost  sight  of  the  frigates  on  the  same  day,  and  at 
the  moment  of  the  misfortune  which  befel  the  Vanguard,  (he 
British  squadron  was  not  many  leagues  distant  from  the  French 
fleet,  under  Buonaparte,  which  had  on  that  very  day  set  sail 
from  Toulon. 

The  squadron  hore  up  for  Sardinia,  the  Alexander  taking 
the  Vanguard  in  tow,  and  the  Orion  looking  out  a-head  to  en- 
deavour to  get  a pilot,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  St.  Pierre's 
road.  On  the  24th  they  reached  that  anchorage,  where  they 
were  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  a friendly  reception,  which  their 
distresses  seemed  to  demand  from  a neutral  power:  the  go- 
vernor of  St.  Pierre,  however,  had  ord*  s from  the  French  not 
■ to  admit  any  British  sltip;  hut  their  utmost  hostility  could  not 
prevent  the  admiral  from  anchoring  in  the  road.  The.re- 
sources  which  British  seamen  always  have  among  themselves, 
availed  them  much  upon  this  occasion.  Captain  Berry,  with 
the  very  aide  assistance  he  received  from  Sir  James  Saumarcz 
and  Captain  Ball,  was  enabled  to  equip  the  Vanguard  with  a 
jurv  foremast,  jury  main  aud  niizzeu  topmasts,  mid  to  fish  the 
bowsprit,  which  was  sprung  in  many  places,  and  on  the  fourth 
day  from  their  anchoring  iu  St.  Pierre's  road,  they  again  put 
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.sea,  with  top-gallant  yards  across.  It  is,  however,  proper  to 
observe,  that  although  the  governor  of  St.  Pierre,  in  conse- 
quence of  peremptory  orders  from  the  French,  denied  the 
squadron  a public  reception, yet  he  privately  acted  in  a friendly 
manner,  giving  it  in  an  underhand  way  every  assistance  in  his 
power. 

The  admiral,  eager  to  execute  the  orders  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, dirl  not  think  of  sailing  to  Naples  or  any  other  port, 
vvhere-he  could  have  received  lire  most  open  and  friendly  as- 
sistance in  getting  the  ship  properly  refitted,  which  her  con- 
dition evidently  required,  but  immediately  steered  for  his  ap- 
pointed rendezvous,  nor  did  he  ever  express  the  smallest  in- 
tention of  shifting  his  flag  to  either  of  the  other  ships,  which  to 
many  officers  the  peculiar  circumstance  of  his  own  might  have 
seemed  to  have  rendered  desirable.  The  admiral,  and 
officers  of  the  Vanguard,  indeed,  hud  the  happiness  to  find, 
that  the  ship  sailed  and  worked  as  well  as  the  other  ships, 
notwithstanding  her  apparently  crippled  condition.  The  squa- 
dron reached  the  rendezvous  on  the  4th  of  June,  and  on  the 
Following  day  was  joined  by  La  Mutine,  Captain  Hardy,  who 
was  charged  with  orders  to  the  admiral,  and  who  brought  the 
highly  acceptable  intelligence,  that  Captain  Troubridge  had 
been  detached  with  ten  sail  of  the  line,  and  a fifty-gun  ship, 
to  reinforce  him.  The  knowledge  of  this,  diffused  universal 
joy  throughout  the  little  squadron,  and  the  admiral  observed 
to  Captain  Berry,  that  he  should  then  be  a match  for  any  ho- 
stile fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  his  only  desire  would  be  to 
encounter  one. 

On  the  6th  of  June  the  squadron  was  spread,  anxiously  look- 
ing out  for  the  expected  reinforcement.  By  a vessel  spoke 
with  that  day,  they  were  informed,  that  several  sail  then  in 
sight  were  Spanish  ships,  richly  laden : but  prize-money  was 
not  the  object  of  tire  admiral ; all  selfish  consideration  was 
absorbed  in  his  great  mind,  by  that  of  the  honour  and  interests 
of  his  country,  and  his  attention  and  anxiety  were  solely  en- 
grossed by  his  desire  to  meet  his  promised  reinforcement,  that 
he  might  pursue  the  enemy,  of  the  sailing  of  whom  from  Tou- 
lon he  had  certain  intelligence.  The  Alexander,  being  on  th 
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look-rfuf,  stopped  one  of  these  sliips;  but  finding  slip  bad  oil 
board  eighty  or  ninety  priests,  driven  by  tbc  French  persecu- 
tions and  cruelties  from  Rome,  he  thought  it  would  be  an  art 
of  Immunity  to  permit  the  ship  to  purs'ue  her  voyage;  ami 
he  accordingly  released  her,  and  rejoined  the  admiral,  bring- 
ing with  him  a few  volunteers  from  the  Spanish  vessel,  chiefly 
Genoese,  who  were  desirous  of  the  honour  of  serving  in  the 
British  fleet;  expressing  at  the  same  time  their  detestation  and 
rescntmcnl  at  the  iil  usage  which  they  had  experienced  from 
the  French. 

On  the  8th  at  noon  they  had  the  happiness  to  discover  from 
the  mast-head  ten  sail,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  were 
recognised  to  be  British  ships  of  war  standing  upon  a wind  iii 
close  line  of  battle,  with  all  sails  set.  Private  signals  were  ex- 
changed ; and  before  sun-set  the  so  much  wished -for  junction 
wa-  formed — an  event  that  was  much  facilitated  by  the  great 
professional  ability,  judgment,  and  zeal  of  Captain  Troubridge. 
’’The  admiral  had  received  no  instructions  what  course  be  was 
now  to  steer,  nor  any  certain  information  respecting  the  desti- 
nation of  the  enemy’s  fleet : be  was  left  therefore  entirely  to 
his  own  judgment.  He  had  the  happiness  however  to  find 
that  to  the  captains  of  his  squadron,' he  had  no  necessity  to 
give  directions  for  being  in  constant  readiness  for  battle.  On 
this  point  their  zeal  anticipated  his  utmost  wishes;  for  tile 
decks  of  all  the  ships  were  perfectly  clear  night  and  day,  and 
every  man  was  ready  to  stm  t to  his  jiost  at  a moment’s  notice. 
It  was  a great  satisfaction  to  him  likewise,  to  perceive  that  the 
men  of  all  the  ships  were  daily  exercised  at  the  great  guns  and 
small  arms,  anil  that  every  tiling  w as  in  the  best  state  of  pre- 
paration for  artnal  service.  The  admiral  knew  that  the  ene- 
my had  sailed  with  a N.  W.  wind,  which  naturally  led  him  to 
conclude  that  their  course  was  up  the  Mediterranean.  He 
E^pnt  the  La  Mutine  to  Civita  Vecchia,  and  along  the  Roman 
coast,  to  gain  intelligence,  and  steered  with  the  fleet  for 
Corsica,  which  lie  reached  on  the  12th  of  June.  Several  ves- 
sels had  been  spoken  w itli  on  their  passage  thither ; but  no  in- 
telligence whatever  bad  been  obtained  from  them,  lie  con- 
tinued his  course  ou  the  13th  betw’ceu  Corsica  and  Film,  and 
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between  Planosa  anti  F.lba,  through  the  latter  of  which  pas- 
sages large  ships,  or  fleets  had  not  been  accustomed  to  pass. 
They  made  the  Human  coast,  and  were  rejoined  by  La  Mu- 
tine.  without  gaining  any  intelligence,  notwithstanding  the  ac* 
tire  exertions  of  Captain  Hardy.  The  admiral  now  deter- 
mined to  steer  towards  Naples,  in  the  hope  of  some  satisfac- 
tory information.  It  had  been  reported  that  the  plundering 
of  Algiers  was  the  object  of  the  French  armament ; but  this 
account  was  too  vague  to  warrant  (he  admiral  in  implicitly 
adopting  it.  They  saw  Mount  Vesuvius  on  the  l6'th,  and  de- 
tached Captain  I'roubridge  in  the  £a  Mutine  to  obtain  what 
information  he  could  from  Sir  William  Hamilton.  He  returu- 
with  a report  only,  that  the  enemy  werd  gone  towards  Malta. 
The  admiral  now  lamented  that  even  a day  had  been  lost  by 
visiting  the  Bay  of  Naples,  and  determined  by  the  shortest  cut 
to  make  the  Faro  di  Messina,  which  the  fleet  passed  through 
on  the  20th,  with  a fair  wind.  The  joy  with  which  the  Sici- 
lians hailed  our  Squadron,  when  it  w as  discovered  by  them  to 
be  British,  gave  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  to  every  one  on 
board  of  it.  A vast  number  of  boats  came  off,  and  rowed 
round  it  with  the  loudest  congratulations,  and  the  sincercst 
exultation,  as  they  had  been  apprehensive  that  the  French 
fleet  was  destined  to  act  against  them  after  the  capture  of 
Malta,  Here  intelligence  was  gained  from  the  British  consul, 
that  Malta  had  actually  surrendered.  The  admiral  had  now 
hopes  of  being  able  to  attack  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  Gozn,  where 
it  was  reported  they  were  anchored,  and  he  immediatch  form- 
ed a plan  for  that  purpose. 

The  fleet  now  steered  with  a press  of  sail  for  Malta,  with  a 
fresh  breeze  at  N.  W.  On  the  22d  of  June,  La  Mutine,  at 
day-break  in  the  morning,  spoke  a Genoese  brig  from  Malta, 
which  gave  intelligence  that  the  French  had  sailed  from  thence 
on  the  )8th,  with  a fresh  gale  at  N.W.  The  admiral  was  not 
lyng  in  determining  what  course  he  should  take,  and  made  the 
signal  to  bear  up,  and  steer  to  the  S1.  E.  with  all  possible  sail. 
At  tliis  time  they  had  no  certain  means  of  ascertaining  that  the 
enemy  were  not  bound  up  the  Adriatic.  From  the  day  they 
bore  up,  till  the  2§th  of  June,  cnly  three  vessels  were  spoken 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 1 2 


MEMOIRS  or 


with,  two  of  which  lntd  come  from  Alexandria,  and  had  not 
seen  anv  thing  of  the  enemy's  fleet;  the  other  had  come  from 
the  Archi}>elago,  and  had  likewise  seen  nothing  of  them.  '1  his 
day  the  Pharos  tower  of  Alexandria  was  seen,  and  the  fleet 
continued  wearing  the  land  with  a press  of  sail,  till  the  whole 
of  it  had  a distinct  view  of  both  harbours,  and  to  the  general 
surprise  and  disappointment  of  all,  not  a French  ship  was  to  he 
seen  in  either.  The  La  Mutinc  communicated  with  the  go- 
vernor of  Alexandria  who  was  as  much  surprised  at  seeing  a 
British  squadron  there,  ns  he  was  at  the  intelligence  that  the 
French  fleet  was  probably  on  its  passage  thither. 

It  now  became  the  subject  of  deep  and  anxious  deliberation 
with  the  admiral,  what  could  possibly  have  been  the  course  of 
the  enemy,  and  what  their  ultimate  destination.  Ilis  anxious 
and  active  mind,  however,  would  not  permit  him  to  rest  a 
moment  ill  the  -rmc  place;  he  therefore  shaped  Iris  course  to 
the  northward  for  the  coast  of  Caraurania,  in  order  to  reach 
as  quickly  as  possible  some  quarter  where  information  could 
most  probably  be  obtained,  as  well  as  to  supply  Ids  ships  with 
water,  of  winch  they  began  to  run  short.  On  the  4th  of  July 
he  made  that  coast,  steering  along  the  south  side  of  Candia, 
and  carrying  a press  of  sail  both  night  and  day  with  a con- 
trary wind,  he  came  on  the  16th  in  sight  of  the  isljird  of  Si- 
cily, and  determined  to  enter  the  port  of  Syracuse.  With 
this  harbour  uo  person  in  the  fleet  was  acquainted ; but  by 
the  skill  and  judgment  of  the  officers,  every  ship  got  safely  in, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  get  in  water  and  other  neces- 
saries, w ith  ail  possible  expedition.  This  was  the  first  oppor- 
tunity that  the  Vanguard  had  of  receiving  water  on  Loan! 
from  tiie  pth  of  May;  so  that  not  only  the  stock  of  that  ship, 
but  of  several  others  of  the  squadron,  was  very  nearly  exhaust- 
ed. Although  there  was  no  proper  or  regular  water-place, 
yet  the  great  exertions  of  rite  otlicers  mid  men  enabled  them 
to  complete  this  necessary  service  in  five  days;  and  on  the 
25th,  the  whole  squadron  were  in  a condition  to  put  to  sea, 
which  they  accordingly  did  with  the  greatest  promptitude. 

While  at  Syracuse,  they  received  seyera 
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vague  accounts  that  the  enemy’s  fleet  had  not 
been  seen  in  the  Archipelago,  nor  the  Adriatic, 
neither  had  they  gone  down  the  Mediterranean. 
The  conclusion  then  seemed  to  be,  that  the  coast 
of  Egypt  was  still  the  object  of  their  destination; 
therefore,  neither  the  former  disappointments,  nor 
the  many  hardships  they  had  endured  from  the 
heat  of  the  climate,  though  still  about  to  follow  an 
uncertain  pursuit,  could  deter  the  admiral  from 
steering  to  that  point  where  there  was  the  smallest 
prospect  of  finding  the  enemy.  Now  that  it  is  as- 
certained by  events,  that  Alexandria  was  the  object 
of  the  enemy,  it  may  appear  strange  that  they 
should  have  been  missed  by  the  English  squadron, 
both  in  its  passage  thither,  and  on  its  return  to 
Syracuse  ; but  it  appears  that  the  French  steered, 
a direct  course  for  Candia,  by  which  they  made 
an  angular  passage  towards  Alexandria,  whilst  the 
British  Admiral  steeVed  a direct  course  for  the  lat- 
ter place,  without  making  the  former  at  all,  by 
which  the  distance  was  of  course  very  consider- 
ably shortened.  The  smallness  of  his  squadron 
made  it  necess«ry\to  sail  in  close  order,  and  there- 
fore the  space  whidfc  it  covered  was  very,  limited  ; 
and  as  the  admiral  had  no  frigates  that  he  could 
have  detached  upon  the  look  out,  added  to  the 
haze  of  the  atmosphere  in  that  climate*  the  chance 
of  descrying  the  enemy  was  very  much  circum- 
scribed. The  distance  likewise  between  Candia 
and  the  Barbary  coast,  about  thirty-five  leagues* 
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leaves  very  sufficient  space  for  more  than  two  of 
the  largest  fleets  to  pass  without  mutual  observa- 
tion, particularly  under  the  circumstances  just  de- 
scribed. On  the  return  of  the  squadron  to  Syra- 
cuse, the  circumstance  of  its  having  steered  up  to 
the  northward,  while  the  enemy  kept  a southern 
coast  for  Alexandria,  makes  it  obvious  that  the 
chance  of  the  admiral’s  falling  in  with  them,  was 
still  less  than  before.  It  has  been  already  observed  • 
that  on  the  25th  of  July  the  English  squadron  left 
Syracuse,  still  without  any  positive  information 
respecting  the  enemy  ; but  it  occurred  to  the  ad-, 
mind,  that  some  authentic  intelligence  might  be 

obtained  in  the  M rca.  He  steered  therefore  for 

< * 

that  eoast,  and  made  the  gulph  of  Coron  on  the 
28th.  Captain  Tro'ubiidge  was  again  employed  on 
the  important  service  of  obtaining  intelligence, 
and  was  dispatched  in  the  Cullodcn  into  Coron, 
off  which  place,  by  the  great  exertions  of  that 
able  officer,  the  fleet  was  not  detained  above 
three  hours.  He  returned  with  the  information 
from  the  Turkish  governor,  that  the  enemy  haff 
been  seen- steering  to  the  south  east,  from  Candia 
about  four  weeks  before.  Capfain  Troubridge  had 
also  the  satisfaction  of  observing,  during  his  very 
hurried  visit  at  Coron,  that  the  inhabitants  there 
entertained  the  most  serious  apprehensions  from 
the  French  armament,  and  the  most  perfect  detes- 
tation against  that  people. 

“ Upon  the  information  obtained  by  Captain 
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Troubridge,  the  admiral  determined  again  to  visit 
Alexandria,  and  carried  all  sail,  steering  for  that 
place,  which  he  had  the  pleasure  to  descry  on 
the  1st  of  August,  at  noon  ; but  not  as  before,  it 
now  appearing  full  of  vessels  of  various  kinds,  and 
he  had  soon  the  satisfaction  of  perceiving  the 
French  flag  flying  on  board  some  of  the  ships. 
The  utmost  joy  seemed  to  animate  every  breast  on 
board  the  squadron,  at  sight  of  the  enemy  ; and 
the  pleasure  which  the  admiral  himself  felt,  was, 
perhaps,  more  heightened  than  that  of  any  other 
man,  as  he  had  now  a certainty  by  which  he  could 
regulate  his  future  operations. 

“ The  admiral  had,  and  it  appeared  most  justly, 
the  highest  opinion  of,  and  placed  the  firmest  reli- 
ance on  the  valour  and  conduct  of  every  captain  in 
his  squadron.  It  was  his  practice  during  the 
whole  of  his  cruise,  whenever  the  weather  and  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  to  have  his  captains  on 
board  the  Vanguard,  where  he  would  fully  deve- 
lope  to  them  his  own  ideas  of  the  different,  and 
best  modes  of  attack,  and  such  plans  as  he  pro- 
posed to  execute  upon  falling  in  with  the  enemy, 
whatever  their  position,  or  situation  might  be,  by  . 
night,  or  by  day.  There  was  no  possible  position 
in  which  they  could  be  found, .that  he  did  not 
take  into  his  calculation,  and  for  the  most  advan- 
tageous attack  of  which,  he  had  not  digested  and 
arranged  the  best  possible  disposition  of  the  force 
which  he  commanded  ; with  the  masterly  ideas  of 
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their  admiral,  therefore,  on  the  subject  of  nBval 
tactics,  every  one  of  the  captains  of  his  squadron 
was  mo»l  thoroughly  acquainted  ; and  upon  sur- 
veying  the  situation  of  the  enemy,  they  could  as- 
certain with  precision,  what  were  the  ideas  and 
intention  of  their  commander,  without  the  aid  of 
any  further  instructions  : by  which  means  signals 
became  almost  unnecessary,  much  time  was  saved, 
and  the  attention  of  every  captain,  could  almost 
undistractedly  be  paid  to  the  conduct  of  his  own 
particular  ship,  a circumstance  from  which,  upon 
this  occasion,  the  advantages  to  the  general  ser- 
vice were  almost  incalculable.  It  cannot  here  be 
thought  irrelevant,  to  give  some  idea  of  what  were 
the  plans  which  Admiral  Nelson  had  formed,  and 
which  he  explained  to  his  captains  with  such  per- 
spicuity, as  to  render  his  ideas  completely  their 
own.  To  the  naval  service,  at  least,  they  must 
prove  not  only  interesting,  but  useful. 

“ Had  he  fallen  in  with  the  French  fleet  at  sea, 
that  he  might  make  the  best  impression  upon  any 
part  of  it  that  should  appear  the  most  vulnerable, 
or  the  most  eligible  for  the  attack,  he  divided  his 
force  into  three  sub-squadrons,  namely, 


Vanguard 

Orion 

Cullodcn 

Minotaur 

Goliah 

Theseus 

Leander 

Majestic 

Alexander 

Audacious 

Bellerophon. 

Swiftsurc^ 

Defence 

Zealous. 
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Two  of  these  sub-squadrons  were  to  attack  the 
ships  of  war,  while  the  third  was  to  pursue  the 
transports,  and  to  sink  and  destroy  as  many  as  it 
could. 

i I 

“ The  destination  of  the  French  armament  was 
involved  in  doubt  and  uncertainty  ; but  it  forcibly 
struck  the  admiral,  that,  as  it  was  commanded  by 
the  man  whom  the  French  had  dignified  with  the 
title  of  Conqueror  of  Italy,  and  as  he  had  with  him 
a very  large  body  of  troops,  an  expedition  had 
been  planned,  which  the  land  force  might  execute 
without  the  aid  of  their  fleet,  should  the  trans- 
ports be  permitted  to  make  their  escape,  and  reach 
in  safety  their  place  of  rendezvous;  it  therefore 
became  a material  consideration  with  the  admiral, 
so  to  arrange  his  force,  as  at  once  to  engage  the 
whole  attention  of  their  ships  of  war,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  annoy  and  injure  their  convoy.  It 
will  be  fully  admitted  from  the  subsequent  infor- 
mation which  has  been  received  upon  the  subject, 
that  the  ideas  of  the  admiral,  upon  this  occasion, 
were  perfectly  just,  and  that  the  plan  which  he  had 
arranged  was  the  most  likely  to  frustrate  the  de- 
signs of  the  enemy.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to 
explain  his  pr^y-  cted  mode  of  attack  at  anchor,  as 
that  was  minutely  and  precisely  executed  in  the 
adtion  which  we  now  come  to  describe.  These 
plans,  however,  were  formed  two  months  before 
an  opportunity  presented  itself  of  executing  any  of 
them,  and4  the  advantage  now  was,  that  they  were 
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familiar  to  the  understanding  of  every  captain  ip 
the  fleet. 

“ It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  Pharos 
of  Alexandria  was  seen  at  noon,  on  the  first  of 
August.  The  Alexander  and  Swiftsure  had  been 
detached  a-head,  on  the  preceding  evening,  to  re- 
connoitre the  ports  of  Alexandria,  while  the  maip 
body  of  the  squadron  kept  in  the  offing.  The 
enemy’s  fleet  was  first  discovered  by  the  Zealous, 
Captain  Hood,  who  immediately  communicated, 
by  signal,  the  number  of  ships,  sixteen,  lying  at 
anchor  in  a line  of  battle,  in  a bay,  upon  the  lar- 
board-bow, which  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
Aboukir  bay.  The  admiral  hauled  his  wind  that 
instant,  a movement  which  was  immediately  ob- 
served and  followed  by  the  whole  squadron  ; and 
at  the  same  time  he  recalled  the  Alexander  and 
Swiftsure.  The  wind  was  at  this  time  N.  N.  W. 
and  blew  what  seamen  call  a topgallant-breeze  ; it 
was  necessary  to  take  in  the  royals  to  haul  up  on  a 
wind.  The  admiral  made  the  signal  to  prepare  for 
battle,  and  that  it  was  his  intention  to  attack  the 
enemy’s  van  and  centre  as  they  lay  at  anchor. 
His  idea,  in  this  disposition  of  his  force,  was,  first 
to  secure  the  victory,  and  then  to  make  the  most  of 
it  as  circumstances  might  permit.  A lower  cable 
of  each  ship  was  immediately  got  out  abaft,  £nd 
bent  forward.  He  continued  carrying  sail,  and 
standing  in  for  the  enemy’s  fleet  in  a close  line  of 
battle.  As  all  the  officers  of  the  squadron  werp 
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totally  unacquainted  with  Aboukir  bay,  each  ship 
kept  sounding  as  she  stood  in.  The  enemy  ap- 
peared to  be  moored  in  a strong  and  compact 
line  of  battle,  close  in  with  the  shore,  their  line 
describing  an  obtuse  angle  in  its  form,  flanked 
by  numerous  gun-boats,  four  frigates,  and  a bat- 
tery of  guns  and  mortare  on  an  island  in  their  van. 
The  situation  of  the  enemy  seemed  to  secure  to 
them  the  most  decided  advantages,  as  they  had 
nothing  to  attend  to  but  their  artillery,  in  their 
superior  skill  in  the  use  of  which  the  French  so 
much  pride  themselves,  and  to  which  indeed  their 
splendid  series  of  land  victories  is  in  general 
chiefly  to  be  imputed. 

“ The  position  of  the  enemy  presented  the  most 
formidable  obstacles  ; but  the  admiral  viewed  these 
with  the  eye  of  a seaman'  determined  on  attack, 
and  it  instantly  struck  his  eager  and  penetrating 
mind,  that  where  there  was  room  for  an  enemy's  ship 
to  swing,  there  veas  room  for  one  of  ours  to  anchor 
N6  further  signals  were  necessary  than  those  which 
bad  already  been  made.  The  admiral’s  designs 
were  as  fully  known  to  his  whole  squadron,  as 
was  his  determination  to  conquer,  or  perish  in  the 
attempt.  The  Goliab  and  Zealous  had  the  honour 
to  lead  inside,  and  to  receive  the  first  fire’  from  the 
van  ships  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  from  the  batte- 
ries and  gun-boats  with  which  their  van  was 
strengthened  ; these  two  ships,  with  the  Orion, 
Audacious,  and  Theseus,  took  their  stations  inside 
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tbc  enemy’s  line,  and  were  immediately  in  close 
action ; tbc  Vanguard  anchored  the  first  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  enemy,  and  was  opposed  within 
half  pistol-shot  to  Le  Spartiate,  the  third  in  the 
enemy’s  line.  In  standing  in,  the  leading  ships 
were  unavoidably  obliged  to  receive  into  their  bows 
the  whole  fire  of  the  broadsides  of  the  French 
line,  until  they  could  take  their  respective  stations : 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  observe,  that  the  enemy  re- 
ceived them  with  great  firmness  and  deliberation,  no 
colours  having  been  hoisted  on  either  side,  nor  a 
gun  fired,  till  the  van  ships  were  within  half  gun- 
shot. At  this  time  the  necessary  number  of  our 
men  were  employed  aloft,  unfurling  sails,  and  on 
deck,  in  hauling  the  braces,  and  other  necessary 
duties  preparatory  to  our  casting  anchor.  As 
soon  as  thus  placed,  a most  animated  fire  was 
opened  from  the  Vanguard,  which  ship  covered 
the  approach  of  those  in  the  rear,  which  were 
following  in  a close  line.  The  Minotaur,  Defence, 
Bellerophon,  Majestic,  Swiftsure,  and  Alexander 
came  in  succession,  and  passing  within  bail  of  the 
Vanguard,  took  their  respective  stations  opposed 
to  the  enemy’s  line.  AH  our  ships  anchored  by 
the  stern,  by  which  means  the  British  line  became 
inverted  from  van  to  rear.  Captain  Thompson,  of 
the  Leander  of  fifty  guns,  with  a degree  of  judg- 
ment highly  honourable  to  his  professional  charac- 
ter, advanced  towards  the  enemy’s  line  on  the 
outside,  and  most  judiciously  dropped  his  anchor 
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athwart  the  hausc  of  Le  Franklin,  raking  her 
with  great  success — the  shot  from  the  Leander’s 
broadside,  which  passed  that  ship,  all  striking  the 
I.’Orient,  the  flag-ship  of  the  commander  in 
chief. 

“ The  action  commenced  at  sun-set,  which 
was  at  thirty  one  minutes  past  six  P.  M.  with  an 
ardour  and  vigour  scarcely  possible  to  describe  ; at 
about  seven  o’clock  total  darkness  had  come  on, 
but  the  » hole  hemisphere  was,  at  intervals,  illu- 
minated by  the  fire  of  the  hostile  fleets.  The 
Englih  ships,  when  darkness  came  on,  had  all 
hoisted  their  distinguishing  lights,  by  a signal 
from  the  admiral.  The  van  ship  of  the  enemy, 
Le  Guerrier,  was  dismasted  in  less  than  twelve 
minutes;  and  in  ten  after,  the  second  ship, 
Le  Conquerant,  and  the  third  Le  Spartiatc,  very 
nearly  at  the  same  moment  shared  the  same  fate ; 
the  L’Aquilon,  and  Le  Souverain  People,  the 
fourth  and  filth  ships  of  the  enemy's  line,  were 
taken  possession  of  by  the  British  at  half  past 
eight  in  the  evening.  Captain  Berry,  at  that  hour, 
sent  Lieutenant  Galway  of  the  Vanguard,  with  a 
party  of  marines  to  take  possession  of  the  Spar- 
tiate,  and  that  officer  returned  by  the  boat,  the 
French  captain’s  sword,  which  Captain  Berry 
immediately  delivered  to  the  admiral,  who  was 
then  below  in  consequence  of  the  severe  wound 
which  he  had  received  in  the  head  during  the  heat 
of  the  attack,” 
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The  very  great  effusion  of  blood  which  in- 
stantly flowed  from  the  wound,  rendered  the  sup- 
position that  it  might  prove  mortal  more  than  pro. 
bable  ; and  had  it  not  been  for  his  Captain,  now  Sir 
Edward  Berry,  who  stood  near,  he  must,  owing  to 
the  violence  of  the  shock  occasioned  by  the  blow, 
have  fallen  on  the  deck;  but  Captain  Berry  was 
fortunate  enough  to  save  him  from  that  additional 
disaster,  which  might  possibly  have  been  extremely 
injurious  to  him,  by  catching  him  in  his  arms.  .He 
immediately  caused  him  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
cock-pit.  Nothing  could  exceed  the  distress  and 
anxiety  that  appeared  depicted  on  every  coun- 
tenance, to  whom  the  fatal  intelligence  was  made 
known.  Though  the  battle  raged  with  the 
utmost  fury,  and  the  shot  flew  thick  all  around, 
the  tempest  of  destruction  seemed  disregarded,  and 
solicitude,  not  for  their  own  lives,  but  for  thaf  of 
their  gallant  leader,  seemed  alone  to  occupy  the 
minds  of  the  crew.  The  accident,  however,  instead 
of  repressing,  seemed  rather  to  excite  their  courage 
and  influence  their  minds  with  redoubled  fury 
against  the  foe:  as  if  animated  by  one  spirit,  all 
seemed  determined  to  revenge  the  fall  of  their 
much-loved  hero.  Can  the  human  mind  be  sen- 
sible of  a greater  pleasure  than  must  be  experienced 
by  an  officer,  whose  invariable  conduct  has  been 
such,  as  to  inspire  those  whom  he  has  under  his 
command  with  such  sentiments,  that  can  rouse 
them  to  exertions,  for  his  protection,  which  seem 
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almost  above  the  capability  of  human  nature  to 
display  ? To  obtain  the  love  of  those  whom  they 
command,  is  a no  less  essential  duty  of  officers 
than  to  enforce  obedience,  and  those  who  arc  happy 
enough  to  effect  this  grand  point,  will  always,  par- 
ticularly in  the  hour  of  common  danger,  experi- 
ence the  most  beneficial  effects  from  it.  Kindness 
and  discipline  are  by  no  means  incompatible.  Such 
were  the  sentiments  of  the  gallant  Hero  of  the  Nile, 
and  such  his  invariable  conduct.  But  to  return  to 
the  subject  more  immediately  under  our  consider- 
ation. No  sooner  had  Sir  Horatio  been  conveyed 
below,  than  the  surgeon,  who  at  the  time  was  em- 
ployed in  his  profession  with  some  of  the  wounded 
seamen,  immediately  hastened  to  attend  hitn.  The 
firmness  of  the  admiral,  who  himself  believed  his 
end  approaching,  was  here  most  conspicuous;  and 
pould  any  thing  be  requisite  to  throw  an  additional 
lustre  on  his  character,  his  benevolent  answer  to 
the  surgeon  would  alone  be  sufficient ; “ No,” 
said  he,  with  the  greatest  composure,  “ I will  take 
my  turn  with  my  brave  fellows.”  Supposing  him- 
self to  be  at  the  last  extremity,  he  employed  him- 
self in  delivering  some  confidential  messages  to  his 
various  friends,  and  more  particularly  one  which  he 
wished  to  be  conveyed'to  Lady  Nelson, by  the 
chaplain. 

Nor  did  he  forget  what  he  esteemed  his  duty; 
but  as  the  last  beneficial  office  he  should  be 
able  to  perform,  he  appointed  Captain  Hardy, 
of  the  Mutine,  to  be  captain  of  the  Vanguard. 
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He  afterwards  took  a most  affectionate  leave 
of  Captain  Louis,  who  commanded  the  Mino- 
taur, and  who  he  bad  expressly,  sent  for  on  board 
the  Vanguard,  that  he  might  have  the  satisfaction 
of  personally  thanking  him,  for  the  assistance 
he  had  been  the  instrument  of  rendering  the 
Vanguard,  in  the  height  of  danger.  “ My  dear 
Louis,”  said  the  admiral,  “ farewell!  I shall  never, 
if  I survive,  forget  the  obligation  I am  under  to 
you.  Whatever  may  become  of  me,  my  mind  is 
at  peace.”  Such  were  the  sentiments  that  pos- 
sessed the  soul  of  this  great  man,  when  he  thought 
himself  hovering  on  the  borders  of  eternity.  To 
perform  his  duty  to  the  last,  and  thank  those  from 
whom  he  thought  he  had  received  any  services, 
afforded  him  the  greatest  of  consolations. 

The  surgeon  having,  according  to  the  express 
wish  of  Sir  Horatio,  paid  every  necessary  attention 
to  the  wounded  objects  who  had  received  their 
wounds  prior  to  himself,  now  came  forward  to  ex- 
amine that  of  the  admiral.  A solemn  silence  per- 
vaded the  whole  place,  and  every  eye  was  fixed, 
with  scrutinizing  anxiety,  to  catch  the  first 
looks  of  the  surgeon,  after  he  had  examined  it. 
But  what  were  the  sensations  that  actuated  every 
mind,  when  he  declared  that  it  was  merely  super- 
ficial, and  of  no  dangerous  consequence!  Solemn 
grief  was  changed  into  a paroxysm  of  joy,  and  the 
glad  tidings  flew  with  rapid’ty  through  every  part 
the  ship.  Nor  is  it,  perhaps,  too  bold  in  us  to 
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affirm,  that  the  certainty  of  recovery  did  not  give 
Sir  Horatio  greater  pleasure  than  that  which  the 
unequivocal  expressions  of  enthusiastic  joy  ex- 
pressed by  his  companions  afforded  him. 

To  resume  the  narrative.  “ At  this  time  it  ap- 
peared that  victory  had  already  declared  in  favour 
of  the  British  ; for  although  the  L’Orient,  LTIeu- 
reux,  and  Tonnant,  were  not  taken  possession  of, 
they  were  considered  as  completely  in  our  power, 
which  pleasing  intelligence  Captain  Berry  had  like- 
wise the  satisfaction  of  communicating  in  person 
to  the  admiral.  At  ten  minutes  after  nine,  a fire 
was  observed  on  board  the  L’Orient,  the  French 
admiral’s  ship,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the 
after  part  of  the  cabin,  and  which  increased  with 
great  rapidity,  presently  involving  the  whole  of  the 
after  part  of  the  ship  in  flames.  This  circumstance 
Captain  Berry  immediately  communicated  to  the 
admiral,  who,  though  suffering  severely  from  his 
wound,  came  upon  deck,  where  the  first  consider- 
ation that  struck  his  mind,  was  concern  for  the 
danger  of  so  many  lives  ; to  save  as  many  as  pos- 
sible of  whom,  he  ordered  Captain  Berry  to  make 
every  possible  exertion.  A boat,  the  only  one 
that  could  swim,  was  instantly  dispatched  from  the 
Vanguard,  and  other  ships  that  were  in  a condition 
to  do  so  immediately  followed  the  example,  by 
which  means,  from  the  best  possible  information, 
the  lives  of  about  seventy  Frenchmen  were  saved. 
The  light  thrown  by  the  fire  of  the  L’Orient  upon 
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the  surrounding  objects,  enabled  the  admiral  to 
perceive  with  more  certainty  the  situation  of  the 
two  fleets,  the  colours  of  both  being  clearly  dis- 
tinguishable. The  cannonading  was  partially  kept 
up  to  leeward  of  the  centre,  till  about  ten  o’clock, 
when  the  L Orient  blew  up  with  a most  tremedous 
explosion.  An  awful  pause,  and  death-like  silence 
for  about  three  minutes  ensued,  when  the  wreck 
of  the  masts,  yards,  and  other  materials  which  had 
been  carried  to  a vast  height,  fell  down  into  the 
w’atcr,  and  on  board  the  surrounding  ships.  A 
port  fire  from  the  L’Orient  fell  into  the  main  royal 
of  the  Alexander ; the  fire  occasioned  by  which 
was,  however,  extinguished  in  about  two  minutes, 
by  the  active  exertions  of  Captain  Ball.  After  this 
awful  scene,  the  firing  re-commenced  with  the 
ships  to  the  leeward  of  the  centre,  till  twenty 
minutes  past  ten,  when  there  was  a total  cessation 
of  firing  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which  it  was 
revived  till  about  three  in  the  morning,  when  it 
again  ceased.  After  the  victory  had  been  secured 
in  the  van,  such  British  ships  as  were  in  a condition 
to  move,  had  gone  down  upon  the"  fresh  ships  of 
the  enemy.  At  five  minutes  past  five  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  two  rear  ships  of  the  enemy,  Le  Guillaume 
Tell  and  Lc  Genercux,  were  the  only  ships  of  the 
line  that  had  their  colours  flying.  At  fifty-four 
minutes  past  five,  a French  frigate,  L'Artemise, 
fired  a broadside,  and  struck  her  colours;  but  such 
* was  the  unwarrantable  and  infamous  conduct  of 
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the  French  captain,  that  after  having  thus  sur- 
rendered, he  set  fire  to  his  ship,  and  with  part  of 
his  crew  made  his  escape  on  shore.  Another  of 
the  French  frigates,  La  Serieuse,  had  been  sunk 
by  the  fire  from  some  of  our  ships;  hut  as  her 
poop  remained  above  water,  her  men  were  saved 
upon  it,  and  were  taken  off  by  our  boats  in  the 
morning.  The  Bcllcrophon,  whose  masts  and  cables 
had  been  entirely  shot  away,  could  not  retain  her 
situation  abreast  of  the  L’Oricnt,  but  had  drifted 
out  of  the  line  to  the  lee  side  of  the  bay,  a little 
before  that  ship  blew  up;  the  Audacious  was  in  the 
morning  detached  to  her  assistance.  At  eleven 
o’clock,  Lc  Gcncreux  and  Guillaume  Tell,  with, 
the  two  frigates,  Le  Justice  and  Lc  Diane,  cut  their 
cables  and  stood  out  to  sea,  pursued  by  the  Zealous, 
Captain  Hood,  who  handsomely  endeavoured  to 
prevent  their  escape;,  but  as  there  was  no  other 
ship  in  a condition  to  support  the  Zealous,  she  was 
recalled.  The  whole  day  of  the  second  was  em- 
ployed in  securing  the  French  ships  that  had 
struck,  and  which  were  now  all  completely  in 
possession  of  the  British  squadron,  the  LeTounant 
and  Timoleon  excepted.  As  these  were  dismasted, 
and  consequently  could  not  escape,  they  were  na- 
turally the  last  to  be  taken  possession  of.  On  the 
morning  of  the  third,  the  Timoleon  was  set  fire  to, 
and  the  Le  Tonnant  had  cut  her  cable  and  drifted 
on  shore;  but  that  active  officer,  Captain  Miller, 
of  the  Theseus,  soon  got  her  off  again,  and  secured*, 
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her  in  the  British  line.  The  English  force  engaged 
consisted  of  twelve  ships  of  seventy-four  guns,  and 
the  Leander  of  fifty  guns. 

“ From  the  over  anxiety  and  zeal  of  Captain 
Troubridge  to  get  into  action,  his  ship,  the  Cul- 
lodcn,  in  standing  in  for  the  van  of  the  enemy’s 
line,  unfortunately  grounded  upon  the  tail  of  a 
shoal  running  off  from  the  island,  on  which  were 
the  mortar  and  gun-batteries  of  the  enemy ; and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  exertions  of  that  able 
officer  and  ship’s  company,  she  could  not  be  got 
off.  This  unfortunate  circumstance  was  severely 
felt  at  the  moment  by  the  admiral  and  all  the 
officers  of  the  squadron,  but  their  feelings  were 
nothing  compared  to  the  anxiety  and  even  anguish 
of  mind  which  the  captain  of  the  Culioden  himself 
experienced  for  so  many  eventful  hours.  There 
was  but  one  consolation  that  could  offer  itself  to 
him  in  tho  midst  of  the  distresses  of  his  situation  ; 
a feeble  one  it  is  true — that  his  ship  served  as  a 
beacon  for  three  other  ships,  namely,  the  Alex- 
ander, Theseus,  and  Leander,  which  were  advan- 
cing with  all  possible  sail  set,  close  in  his  rear,  and 
which  otherwise  might  have  experienced  a similar 
misfortune,  and  thus  in  a greater  proportion  have 
weakened  our  force.  It  was  not  till  the  morning 
of  the  second,  that  tho  Culioden  could  be  got  off ; 
and  it  was  found  she  had  suffered  very  considerable 
damage  in  her  bottom  ; that  her  rudder  was  beat 
off;  and  the  crew  could  hardly  keep  her  afloat  with 
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all  her  pumps  going.  The  resources  of  Captain 
Troubridgc’s  mind  availed  him  much,  and  were 
admirably  exerted  upon  this  trying  occasion.  In 
four  days  he  had  a new  rudder  made  upon  his  own 
deck,  which  was  immediately  shipped,  and  the 
Cullouen  was  again  in  a state  for  actual  service, 
though  still  very  leaky.  The  admiral,  knowing 
that  the  wounded  of  his  own  ships  had  been  well 
taken  care  of,  bent  his  first  attention  to  those  of 
the  enemy.  He  established  a truce  with  the  com- 
mandant of  Aboukir,  and  through  him  made  a 
communication  to  the  commandant  of  Alexandria, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  allow  all  the  wounded 
Frenchmen  to  be  taken  ashore  to  proper  hospitals, 
with  their  own  surgeons  to  attend  them:  a pro- 
posal which  was  assented  to  by  the  French,  and 
which  was  carried  into  effect  the  following  day. 
The  activity  and  generous  consideration  of  Captain 
Tronbridge  were  again  exerted  at  this  time  for  the 
general  good.  He  communicated  with  the  shore, 
and  had  the  address  to  procure  a supply  of  fresh 
provisions,  onions,  and  other  necessaries,  which 
were  served  out  to  the  sick  and  wounded,  and 
which  proved  of  essential  utility. 

“ On  the  2d  the  Arabs  and  Mamelukes,  who 
during  the  battle  had  lined  the  shores  of  the  bay, 
saw  with  transport  that  the  victory  was  decisively 
on  the  part  of  the  British,  an  event,  in  which  they 
participated  with  an  exultation  almost  equal  to  thej 
victors;  and  on  that,  and  the  two  following  nights, 
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the  whole  coast  and  country  were  illuminated,  as 
far  as  we  could  see,  in  celebration  of  the  glorious 
event.  This  had  a great  effect  upon  the  minds  of 
the  prisoners,  as  they  conceived  that  this  illumina- 
tion was  the  consequence,  not  entirely  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  English  fleet,  but  of  some  signal  ad- 
vantage obtained  by  the  Arabs  and  Mamelukes 
over  Buonaparte.  Although  it  is  natural  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  time  and  attention  of  the  admiral, 
and  all  the  officers  of  his  squadron,  were  very  fully 
employed  in  repairing  the  damages  sustained  by 
their  own  ships,  and  in  securing  those  of  the  enemy, 
which  their  valour  had  subdued,  yet  the  mind  of 
that  great  and  good  man,  felt  the  strongest  emo- 
tions of  the  most  pious  gratitude  to  the  Supreme 
Being  for  the  signal  success,  which,  by  the  Divine 
favour,  had  crowned  his  endeavours  in  the  cause 
of  his  country,  and  in  consequence,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  second,  he  issued  the  following  memo- 
randum to  the  different  captains  of  his  squadron. 

MEMORANDUM. 

“ Vanguard,  off  the  Mouth  of  the  Nile, 
ad  day  of  August,  1798. 

*•  Almighty  God  having  blessed  his  Majesty’s  arms  with  vic- 
fory,  the  admiral  intends  returning  public  thanksgiving  for  the 
same  at  two  o’clock  this  day,  and  he  iccotnmends  every  ship 
doing  the  same  as  soon  as  convenient. 

“ To  the  respective  captains  of  the  squadron. 

“ At  two  o’clock,  accordingly  on  the  day,  public 
service  was  performed  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
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Vanguard,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Corny n,  the  other 
ships  following  the  example  of  the  admiral,  though 
perhaps-not  all  at  the  same  time.  This  solemn 
act  of  gratitude  to  heaven  seemed  to  make  a very 
deep  impression  upon  several  of  the  prisoners, 
both  officers  and  men,  some  of  the  former  of  whom 
remarked,  “ That  it  was  no  wonder  such  order 
and  discipline  was  preserved  in  the  British  navy, 
when  the  minds  of  the  men  were  impressed  with 
such  sentiments  after  a victory  so  great,  and  at  a 
moment  of  such  seeming  confusion.”  On  the 
same  day  the  following  memorandum  was  issued 
to  all  the  ships,  expressive  of  the  admiral’s  senti- 
ments of  the  noble  exertions  of  the  different  offi- 
cers and  men  of  his  squadron. 

* r * 

“ Vanguard,  offrhe'Mouth  of  the  Nile, 
sd  day  of  August,  1798. 

*'  The  admiral  most  heartily  congratulates  the  captains,  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines  of  the  squadron  be  has  the  honour  to 
command,  on  the  event  of  the  late  action,  and  be  desires  they 
•will  accept  his  most  sincere  and  cordial  thanks  for  their  very 
gallant  behaviour  in  this  glorious  battle.  Jt  must  strike  forcibly 
every  British  seaman,  how  superior  their  conduct  is,  when  in 
discipline  and  good  ojder,  to  the  riotous  behaviour  of  lawless 
Frenchmen.  The  squadroa  may  be  assured,  that  the  admiral 
will  not  fail  in  his  dispatches  to  represent  thrir  ti  uly  meritorious 
conduct,  in  the  strongest  terms  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

“ Tfl  the  captains  of  the  ships  of  the  squadron. 

“ The  praise  expressed  in  this  memorandum 
could  not  fail  to  be  highlyacceptable,and  gratifying 
to  every  individual  in  the  squadton;  and  the  obser- 
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vation  which  it  endeavoured  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  all,  by  the  striking  advantages  derived 
from  discipline  and  good  order,  was  so  much  the 
effect  of  recent  experience,  that  every'  heart  im- 
mediately assented  to  its  justice. 

“ The  benefit  of  this  important  truth  will  not, 
we  trust,  be  confined  to  any  particular  branch  of 
the  English  navy  ; the  sentiment  of  the  hero  of 
the  Nile  must  infuse  itself  into  the  heart  of  every 
British  seaman,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe 
he  may  be  extending  the  glory  and  interests  of 
his  country,  and  will  there  produce  the  conviction, 
that  courage  ..alone  will  not  lead  him  to  conquest, 
without  the  aid  and  direction  of  exact  discipline 
and  order.  Let  those  who  desire  to  emulate  (as 
every  British  seaman  must),  the  glory  acquired 
upon  this  signal  occasion,  pursue  the  same  means, 
which  principally  led  to  its  acquisition.  Let  them 
repose  the  most  perfect  reliance  in  the  courage, 
judgment,  and  skill  of  their  superior  officers;  and 
let  them  aid  the  designs  of  these  by  uniformly 
submissive  obedience,  and  willing  subordination  ; 
so  shall  the  British  navy  continue  to  be  the  admi- 
ration of  the  world,  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

“ Immediately  after  the  action  some  Maltese, 
Genoese,  and  Spaniards,  who  had  been  serving  on 
board  the  French  fleet,  offered  their  services  to 
the  English  admiral,  which  were  accepted  ; and 
they  expressed  the  greatest  happiness  at  thus  be- 
ing freed,  as  they  themselves  said,  from  the  ty- 
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ranny  and  cruelty  of  the  French.  On  the  fourth 
day  after  the  action,  Captain  Berry,  of  the  Van- 
guard, sailed  in  the  Leander  of  fifty  guns,  with  the 
admiral  s dispatches  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
. Earl  St.  Vincent,  off  Cadiz,  containing  intelligence 
of  the  glorious  victory  which  he  had  obtained.”* 
Such  is  the  plain  and  modest  narrative  of  the 
greatest  event,  and  the  most  brilliant  triumph  that 
had  at  that  time  ever  occurred  in  the  naval  world; 
and  ere  we  proceed  farther,  in  placing  before  the 
public  eye,  even  the  official  account  of  so  interest- 
ing an  epoch,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  offer  a few 
remarks  on  that  stupendous  prodigy  of  human  in- 
tellect, which  first  suggested  the  means  of  achiev- 
ing a victory,  which  might  have  been  construed 

♦“Sir Horatio  Nelson,  as  rear-admiral  of  theblue,  carried  the 
blue  flag  at  the  mizen  ; but  from  a standing  order  of  Sir  John 
Jervis,  the  commander  in  chief,  the  squadron  wore  the  white, 
or  St.  George’s  ensign,  in  the  action  ; and  it  is  remarkable, 
that  this  occasioned  the  display  of  the  cross  upon  the  renowned 
and  ancient  coast  of  Egypt, 

“ A most  animated  fire  was  opened  from  the  Vanguard, 
which  ship  covered  the  approach  of  those  in  the  rear  ; in  a few 
minutes,  every  man  stationed  at  the  first  six  guns  in  the  fore 
part  of  the  Vanguard’s  deck  were  all  down,  killed,  or 
wounded  ; and  one  gun  in  particular  was  repeatedly  cleared. 
Sir  Horatio  Nelson  was  so  entirely  resolved  to  conquer,  or  ta 
perish  in  the  attempt,  that  he  led  into  action,  with  six  ensigns, 
or  flags,  viz. : red.  white,  and  blue,  flying  in  different  parts  of 
the  rigging;  he  could  not  even  bear  to  reflect  on  the  possibility 
of  hi*  colours  being  carried  away  by  a random  shot  from  ths 
<pemy,”— — - Nay.  CaaoN.  Vol.  3. 
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by  the  envious  of  the  present  day  as  accidental,  or 
owing  to  the  unfortunate  chance  of  war,  and  by 
the  superstition  of  a former  age,  as  the  effect  of  an 
interference  miraculous  and  preternatural ; had 
not  the  principles,  on  which  he  intended  the  ac- 
tion should  be  fought,  and  which  were  strictly  car- 
ried into  execution,  been  previously  explained, 
with  the  minutest  exactness  and  precision,  to  all 
the  officers  under  his  command,  by  the  noble  ad- 
miral himself,  who  contrived  and  arranged  them. 

Independant  of  the  advantage  derived  by  the 
nation  from  the  defeat  of  the  French  at  Aboukir, 
the  pride  of  the  country  felt  itself  flattered,  and  its 
utmost  energies  raised  in  a way  that  could  not  fail 
of  being  exceedingly  gratifying  and  advantageous 
to  it,  France  had,  through  a series  of  years, 
and  a succession  of  wars,  boasted  her  pre-emi- 
nence in  that  peculiar  mode  of  defence,  which  she 
was  then  called  upon  to  make  ; she  had  plumed 
herself  on  the  skill  of  her  naval  artillerists,  and 
had  the  presumption  to  -boast  her  own  superiority, 
on  all  occasions,  where  such  skill  was  particularly 
required.  Here  then  was  an  event  where  it  became 
strictly  necessary  ; seamanship,  maritime  know- 
ledge, and  nautical  skill,  were  all  out  of  the  ques- 
tion ; and  British  sailors  boasting  no  other  gratifi- 
cation, in  the  science  of  gunnery,  than  the  honest 
enthusiastic  exertion  of  their  own  natural  spirit 
and  manual  labour,  were  called  upon  to  engage 
the  pedantically  scientific  subjects  of  France, 
who  affected  to  despise  all  practice  that  was  not 
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founded  on  scholastic  theory,  and  the  most  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  projectiles.  Each  ship 
was  to  be  considered  as  a battery  ; and  the  princi- 
ples of  military  attack  seemed,  as  it  were,  transferred 
to  a new  element  on  this  extraordinary  occasion. 

Every  precaution,  the  strictest  prudence,  and  the 
most  dcliberatejudgment  could  suggest,  had  been 
taken  to  secure  the  fleet  of  France  from  the  as- 
saults of  an  enemy,  in  force  inferior  to  itself ; an 
inferiority  considerably  increased  at  the  very  in- 
stant of  impending  contest,  by  the  misfortune 
which  befel  one  of  the  finest  ships  in  the  British 
squadron;*  a circumstance  which,  had  the  minds  of 
the  spirited  assailants  been  capable  of  being  affect- 
ed by  dismay,  would  in  no  small  degree  have  de- 
pressed their  ardour,  and  damped  their  hopes  of 
success.  The  effect,  however,  which  it  produced, 
was  only  that  of  mutual  regret ; on  one  side,  that 
60  many  of  their  brave  companions  should  be  de- 
prived of  participating  in  the  pleasure  of  effectually 
humbling  the  enemies  to  their  country;  and  on  the 
other,  of  disappointment  at  being  denied  the  satis- 
faction of  lending  their  aid  in  so  glorious  a contest. 

In  vain  was  the  position  of  the  enemy  rendered 
in  idea  additionally  secure,  by  the  erection  of  bat- 
teries, intended  to  protect  the  flank,  and  prevent 
any  assailant  from  forcing  a passage  between  the 

* The  Culloden,  Captain  Troubridge,  the  leading  ship, 
which  took  the  ground  in  going  in. 
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head  of  the  fleet  and  the  Island  of  Bequieres,  as  if, 
possessed  of  prophecy,  they  had  foreseen  the  inten- 
tion of  their  gallant  antagonists.  Their  best  con- 
certed measures  were  rendered  in  an  instant  vain 
and  ineffectual ; and  the  thunder  of  the  British 
cannon,  in  a few  minutes  only,  obtained  a com- 
plete victory  over  the  pedantic  principles  of  pre- 
tended service  ; for  although  the  extent  of  the  ruin 
which  was  to  befall  the  enemy  could  not  be  at 
that  time  strictly  ascertained,  fifteen  minutes  had 
scarcely  elapsed  from  the  firing  of  the  first-  British 
cannon,  ere  success  was  certain,  and  it  wras  esta- 
blished as  a fact,  not  to  be  controverted,  that  no- 
thing but  the  most  instantaneous  flight,  could  even 
at  that  early  period  of  the  encounter,  have  preserv- 
ed a moiety  of  the  French  fleet,  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  British. 

We  trust  it  will  not  be  considered  arrogant  and 
vain-glorious  in  this  place  to  make  a short  digres- 
sion from  the  present  subject;  a digression  which 
we  also  hope  may  be  the  better  pardoned,  as  it  will 
enable  us  to  examine  with  what  success  France  her- 
self managed  an  attack  of  the  same  nature,  against 
a force  scarcely  equalling  by  one-third  that  which 
assailed  it.  The  event  we  now  allude  to,  is  the  at- 
tack made  by  the  French  fleet  under  the  orders  of 
the  Count  d’Estaing,  on  the  small  squadron  com- 
manded by  Rear-admiral  Barrington,  in  the  Grand 
Cul  de  Sac,  of  the  Island  of  St.  Lucia,  in  the 
month  of  December,  1778. 
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*(  It  became  necessary,”  says  Mr.  Barrington, 

on  the  approach  of  the  Count  d’Estaing,  to  secure 
the  transports  as  well  as  we  could  in  the  bay;  and 
the  whole  night  was  accordingly  employed  in  warp- 
ing them  within  the  ships  of  war,  and  disposing  the 
latter  in  a line  across  the  entrance  in  the  following 
order:  the  Isis,  St.  Alban’s,  Boyne, Nonsuch,  Cen- 
turion, Preston,  Prince  of'  Wales  ; the  Isis  to  wind- 
ward, rather  inclining  into  the  bay,  and  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  being  the  most  powerful  ship,  the  out- 
wardmost  to  leeward,  with  the  Venus,  Aurora, 
and  Ariadne,  flanking  the  space  between  the  Isis 
and  the  shore,  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  forcing  a 
passage  that  way. 

“ Almost  all  the  transports  had  fortunately  got 
within  the  line  before  half  past  eleven  in  the 
morning  of  the  1 5th,  when  the  count  thought 
proper  to  bear  down,  and  attack  us  with  ten  sail 
of  the  line,  happily  without  doing  us  any  material 
injury:  and  at  four  in  the  afternoon  he  made  a se- 
cond attack  upon  us,  with  twelve  sail  of  the  line, 
with  no  other  success  however  than  killing  two 
men,  and  wounding  seven,  on  board  the  Prince  of  , 
Wales,  and  wounding  one  also  on  board  the  Ari- 
adne, who  is  since  dead  ; but  I have  reason  to  be- 
lieve the  enemy  received  considerable  damage,  as 
the  manoeuvres  betrayed  great  confusion,  and  one 
of  their  ships  in  particular,  which  fell  to  leeward, 
seemed  disabled  from  carrying  the  necessary  sail  to 
get  to  windward  again. 
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“ The  next  day,  the  1 6th,  the  count  shewed  a 
disposition  to  attack  us  a third  time,  but  on  the 
appearance  of  a frigate  standing  for  his  fleet  with 
several  signals  flying,  he  plied  to  windward  ; and 
in  the  evening  anchored  off  Gros  Islet,  about  two 
leagues  from  us,  where  he  still  continues,  with  ten 
frigates,  besides  his  twelve  sail  of  the  line.” 

The  disadvantage  in  point  of  numbers  was  not 
the  only  one  against  which  Mr.  Barrington  had  to 
contend  ; his  measures  excellently  adapted,  as  they 
indeed  proved,  to  his  defence,  had  been  necessarily 
taken  in  haste;  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  enemy 
prevented  his  augmenting  those  means  of  protec- 
tion, in  addition  to  his  own  strength,  which  his  pru- 
dence, and  the  advice  of  those  he  commanded, 
-suggested,  as  it  were,  on  the  moment  of  impending 
attack.  No  time  was  allowed  for  cool  and  con- 
templative deliberation  ; no  opportunity  afforded  of 
repairing  negligence,  remedying  defect,  or  im- 
proving a position  seized  with  avidity,  because  it  was 
thought  the  best  that  could  be  taken  on  the  spur 
of  the  occasion.  The  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  com- 
manded by  an  officer  inferior  in  reputed  gallantry 
and  ability  to  none  in  France.  The  object  before 
him  was  great,  the  consequences  which  success 
might  have  opened  to  him,  appeared  little  less  than  > 
as  threatening  the  conquest  and  subjugation,  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  British  colonics  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world.  The  capture  of  Mr.  Barrington  and 
his  ships,  would  have  added  proudly  to  his  fame  rs 
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an  admiral;  the  surrender  of  General  Grant  and 
his  army,  the  inevitable  result  of  a naval  victory, 
together  with  the  conquest  of  the  most  valuable 
among  the  possessions  of  her  enemy,  would  have 
proved  a blow  that  might  have  placed  France  in  the 
situation  of  imperiously  and  haughtily  dictating  the 
terms  of  peace,  and  almost  reduced  Britain  to  the 
humiliating  condition  of  accepting  it,  even  under 
stipulations  that  might  have  been  degrading  to 
her  national  dignity. 

With  so  great  an  object  in  view,  what  success 
might  not  have  been  hoped  for  by  the  presump- 
tuous assailants,  headed  as  they  were  by  an  officer 
possessing  their  entire  confidence  ? The  event 
proved  completely  inauspicious ; and  it  would  be 
ignobly  trampling  on  the  vanquished,  to  add  any 
comment  on  a fact,  so  completely  glorious  to  the 
naval  character  of  Britain. 

Now  let  us  contemplate  the  companion  to  this 
picture ; let  us  not  on  one  hand  be  subject  to  the 
charge  of  flattery  to  the  memory  of  the  honourable 
admiral,  who  so  gallantly  extricated  himself  from  a 
most  perilous  situation  ; nor  on  the  other,  let  us  be 
supposed  to  have  depreciated,  or  degraded,  by  the 
Comparison,  the  character  of  a noble  officer,  so  de- 
servedly the  idol  of  his  country,  and  the  wonder  of 
the  world.  We  cannot  form  facts  for  ourselves  ; we 
are  under  the  necessity  of  taking  them  exactly  as 
they  offer ; and  if  one  victory  surpasses  another 
Which  preceded  it,  in  brilliancy,  it  were  ungrateful 
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to  despise  the  former,  which  we  have  alluded  to, 
for  the  sake  of  the  parallel  and  the  comparison,  be- 
cause with  the  change  of  situation  and  country,  it 
approaches  nearer  in  the  circumstances  which  at- 
tended it,  than  any  other  naval  contest  we  at  present 
recollect, or  that  history  perhaps  will  furnish  us 
with. 

In  the  second  picture,  we  find  our  noble  and 
intrepid  countryman,  invested  with  the  character 
so  ill  sustained  by  the  arrogant  and  assuming 
Frenchman.  We  see  him  armed  with  inferior 
powers,  disdaining  even  the  slightest  apprehension 
of  discomfiture,  advancing  to  the  attack,  not  only 
with  intrepidity,  but  with  a cool  confidence  of  suc- 
cess, against  every  obstacle  that  art,  ingenuity,  and 
skill  could  contrive  and  which  had  been  most  stu- 
diously exerted  by  the  expecting  enemy,  in  the 
hope  of  preventing  it.  Far  different,  as  is  known 
to  all,  was  the  result;  Victory  herself  wove  for  him 
the  crown  of  triumph,  and  the  united  suffrage  of 
the  universe  declared  that  it  had  never  been  more 
worthily  obtained. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  comment  without 
briefly  observing,  that  even  the  excuse  made  by 
France,  in  the  frivolous  hope  of  palliating  the  dis- 
grace of  her  disaster,  materially  augments  the 
grandeur  of  the  British  name,  and  depresses  that 
of  herself.  “ It  could  not  have  been  foreseen,”  say 
her  apologists,  “ that  the  English  admiral  would, 
have  adopted  the  desperate  resolution  of  forcing  a, 
passage  between  the  shore  and  the  line,  in  which 
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thcFrench  fleet  was  moored,  and  enabled  himself  in 
consequence  of  that  manoeuvre,  to  attack  the  van 
of  his  foe  with  the  whole  of  his  force,  while  the  rear 
of  the  former  was  incapable  of  moving  to  its  suc- 
cour or  protection  ; so  that  each  division  became 
in  succession  the  victim  of  superior  strength.”  To 
this,  a plain,  unargumentative  answer  will  be  com- 
pletely sufficient.  Had  Rear-admiral  Nelson,  pur- 
suing only  that  confined  principle  of  naval  tactics, 
which,  in  attacks  of  the  same  nature,  had  till  then 
been  in  use;  had  he  edged  down,  each  of  his  ships 
singling  out  its  proper  opponent,  in  a line  stretch- 
ing from  van  to  rear,  even  in  that  case  success 
might  have  crowned  his  gallantry,  though  his  loss 
might  have  been  rendered  infinitely  greater.  That 
he  might  however,  if  the  phrase  be  allowed  us, 
take  Victory  herself  prisoner,  and  rentier  her  ab- 
solutely subservient  to  his  desires;  he  contrived 
the  plan  which  the  greatness  of  his  own  mind  fur- 
nished him  with,  and  reduced  success  almost  to  an 
absolute  certainty,  even  before  the  battle  com- 
menced. Gallantry  is  only  one  qualification  in  the 
composition  of  a great  officer,  it  is  common  to  the 
generality  of  mankind;  and  it  becomes  rather  an 
insult  to  the  human  race,  to  deny  the  possession  of 
it  by  the  majority.  With  grand  and  extensive 
abilities  the  case  is  otherwise  ; and  we  regard  the 
display  of  those  abilities,  v.hen  so  splendidly  ex- 
hibited, as  an  attribute,  something  more  than  hu- 
man. Such  France  felt ; she  sunk  under  the 
pressure  of  them,  and  the  only  consolation  which 
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she  could  experience  in  her  defeat,  was  that  of 
knowing  her  conqueror  was  Sir  Horatio  Nel- 
son.* 

* France  herself  appears  on  this  occasion  to  have  deviated 
in  some  measure  from  her  customary  practice  of  attempting  to 
palliate  misfortune  by  the  propagation  of  falsehood ; nor  did  she 
even  boast,  as  was  usual  with  her,  of  imaginary  and  partial 
advantages,  in  the  hope  of  assuaging  the  feelings  of  her  own 
mind  and  those  of  her  people.  The  following  account,  saiJ, 
on  the  best  authority,  to  be  authentic,  and  to  have  been  written 
' by  a French  officer  of  high  rank,  is  more  candid  than  we  recol- 
lect to  have  ever  seen  any,  composed  by  a Frenchman;  it  be- 
comes therefore  more  interesting,  more  singular,  more  satisfac- 
tory, and  more  pleasing. 

“ The  ist  of  August,  1798,  wind  W.N.W.  light  breezes,  and 
fair  weather,  the  second  division  of  the  fleet  sent  a party  of  men 
on  shore  to  dig  wells;  every  ship  in  the  fleet  sent  twenty-five  men 
to  protect  the  workmen  from  the  continual  attacks  of  the  Be- 
douins and  vagabonds  of  the  country.  At  two  P.  M.  the 
Heureux  made  the  signal  for  twelve  sail  W.  S.  W.  which  wc 
could  easily  distinguish  from  the  mastheads  .o  be  ships  of  war. 
The  signal  was  then  made  for  all  the  boats,  workmen,  and 
guards,  t«  repair  on  board  their  ships,  which  was  only  obeyed 
by  a small  number.  At  three  o’clock,  the  admiral,  not  having 
any  doubt  that  the  chips  in  sight  were  the  enemy,  ordered 
the  hammocks  to  be  stowed  for  action,  and  directed  L’Alert 
and  Ruiller  brigs  of  war  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy,  which  we 
soon  perceived  were  steering  for  Bequier  Bay,  under  a crowd  of 
canvass,  without  observing  any  order  of  sailing.  At  four 
o’clock,  we  saw  over  the  fort  of  Aboukir  two  ships,  appa- 
rently waiting  to  join  the  squadron  ; without  doubt  they  bad 
been  sent  to  look  into  the  port  of  Alexandria.  We  likewise 
saw  a brig  with  the  twelve  ships,  so  that  they  were  now  four- 
teen sail  of  the  line,  and  a brig.  L’Alert  then  began  to  put  the 
admiral’s  orders  into  execution,  viz.  to  stand  toward  the  ene- 
my until  ucarly  withy)  gun-shot,  and  then  to  manotuv/e,  and 
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To  return  to  simple  narrative — where  will  our 
admiration  of  this  great  man  cease? — the  thunder  of 

endeavour  to  draw  them  towards  the  outer  shoal  lying  off  the 
island  ; but  the  English  admiral,  without  doubt,  had  expert, 
tnced  pilots  on  board,  as  he  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  the 
brig’s  tract,  but  allowed  her  to  go  away,  hauling  well  round  all 
the  dangers.  At  this  time,  a small  boat  dispatched  from  Alex* 
nndria  to  Rosetta,  voluntarily  bore  down  to^the  English  brig, 
which  took  possession  of  her,  notwithstanding  the  repeated 
efforts  of  L’ Alert  to  prevent  it,  by  firing  a great  many  shot  at 
the  boat.  At  five  o’clock,  the  enemy  came  to  the  wind  in  suc- 
cession. This  manoeuvre  convinced  us,  that  they  intended  at- 
tacking us  that  evening.  The  admiral  got  the  top-gallant  yards 
across,  but  soon  after  made  the  signal  that  he  intended  en- 
gaging the  enemy  at  anchor.  After  this  signal , each  ship  ought 
to  have  sent  a stream-cable  to  the  ship  astern  of  her,  and  to  have 
made  a hawser  fast  to  the  cable  about  twenty  fathoms  in 
the  water,  and  passed  the  opposite  side  to  that  intended  as  a 
spring  ; lliii  zeas  net  generally  cx'ctited.  Orders  were  then  given 
to  let  go  another  bower  anchor,  and  the  broadsides  of  the  ships 
were  brought  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  having  the  ships'  heads 
S.  E.  from  the  Island  of  Bcquier,  forming  a line  about  thirteen 
hundred  fathoms  N.  VV.  and  S.  E.  distant  from  each  other 
eighty  fathoms,  and  with  an  anchor  out  S.  S.  Iv  At  a quarter 
past  five,  one  of  the  enemy’s  ships  ‘hat  was  steering  to  get  to 
windward  of  the  headmost  of  the  line,  ran  on  the  reef  E.  N.  E. 
of  the  island.  She  had  immediate  assistance  from  the  brig,  and 
got  afloat  in  the  morning.  The  battery  on  the  island  opened 
a fire  on  the  enemy,  and  their  shells  fell  ahead  of  the  second 
ship  in  the  line.  At  half-past  five  the  headmost  ships  of  our 
line  being  within  gun  shot  of  the  English,  the  admiral  made  the 
signal  to  engage,  which  was  r.ot  obeyed  till  the  enemy  was 
within  pistol-shot,  and  just  doubling  us.  The  action  then  be- 
came very  warm.  The  Conquerant  brgan  to  fire,  then  Let 
Gucrrier,  Le  Spartiatc,  L’Aquilon,  Lc  Pcuple  Souvcuin,  and 
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the  cannon,  as  already  observed  in  the  narrative* 
had  scarcely  ceased  an  instant,  when,  with  that 

Le  Franklin.  At  six  o’clock,  the  Serieuse  frigate  and  the  Her- 
cule  bomb,  cut  their  cables,  and  got  under  weigh,  to  avoid  the 
enemy’s  tire.  They  gbt  on  shore  { the  Serieuae  caught  fire  and 
had  part  of  her  masts  burnt)  the  Artemise  was  obliged  to  get  under 
weigh,  and  likewise  got  on  shore.  The  two  frigates  sent  their 
abips*  companies  aboard  the  different  line  of  battle  ships.  The 
sloops  ot  war.  two  bombs,  andseveral  transports  that  were  wiih  the 
fleet,  were  more  successful,  as  they  got  under  weigh,  and  reach- 
ed the  anchorage  under  the  protection  of  the  fort  of  Aboukir. 
All  the  van  were  attacked  on  both  sides  by  the  enemy,  who 
ranged  close  along  our  line.  They  had  each  an  anchor  out 
astern,  which  facilitated  their  motions,  and  enabled  them  to 
place  themselves  in  she  most  advantageous  position.  At  a 
quarter  past  six,  the  Franklin  opened  her  fire  upon  the  enemy 
from  the  starboard  side  ) at  three  quarters  past  six  she  was  en- 
gaged on  both  sides.  The  L’Orient  at  this  time  began  firing 
from  her  starboard  guns ; and  at  seven  the  Tonnant  opened  her 
fire.  All  the  ships  from  the  Guerrier  to  the  Tonnant  were  now 
engaged  against  a superior  force  : this  only  redoubled  the  ardour 
of  the  French,  who  kept  up  a very  heavy  fire.  At  eight  o’clock 
at  night,  the  ship  which  was  engaging  the  L’Orient  on  the  star- 
| board  quarter,  notwithstanding  her  advantageous  position,  was 
dismasted,  and  so  roughly  treated,  that  she  cut  her  cables,  and 
drove  farther  from  the  line.  This  event  gave  the  Franklin 
hopes  that  L’Orient  would  now  be  able  to  assist  her,  by  attack- 
ing one  of  the  ships  opposed  to  her,  but  at  this  very  moment 
the  two  ships  that  had  been  observed  astern  of  the  fleet,  and 
were  quite  fresh,  steered  right  for  the  c.ntre.  One  of  them  an- 
chored on  1. ’Orient's  starboard  bow,  and  the  other  cut  the  line 
astern  of  L’Orient,  and  anchored  off  her  larboard  quarter.  The 
action  in  this  place  then  became  extremely  warm.  Admiral  de 
'Biueys,  who  had  at  this  time  been  slightly  wounded  in  the 
hrad  and  arm,  very  soon  received  a shot  in  the  belly’,  which 
almost  cut  him  in  two.  He  desired  not  to  be  carried  below. 
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grateful  and  truly  devout  attention  to  the  dis- 
pensations of  an  almighty  Power  and  Provi- 

Lut  to  be  left  to  die  upon  deck  : he  lived  but  a quarter 
of  an  hour.  Rear-admiral  Blanquel,  as  well  as  bis  aid-du- 
camp,  were  unacquainted  with  this  melancholy  event  until  lbe 
action  was  nearly  over.  Admiral  Blanquet  received  a severe 
wound  in  the  face,  which  knocked  him  down ; he  was  carried 
off  the  deck  senseless.  At  a quarter  past  eight  o’clock  the 
Peuple'Souverain  drove  to  leeward  of  the  line,  and  anchored 
a cable's  length  abreast  of  the  l’Orient:  it  was  not  blown 
what  unfortunate  event  occasioned  this.  The  vacant  place  she 
made  placed  the  Franklin  in  a more  unfortunate  position,  and  x, 
it  became  very  critical  from  the  manoeuvre  of  one  of  the  ene- 
my’s fresh  ships,  which  had  been  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the 
ship  on  shore.  She  anchored  athwart  the  Franklin’s  bows,  and 
commenced  a very  heavy  raking  fire.  Notwithstanding  the 
dreadful  situation  of  the  ships  in  the  centre,  they  continually 
kept  up  a very  heavy  lire.  At  half  past  eight  o'clock  the 
action  was  general  from  the  Guerrier  to  the  Mercure.  The 
Admiral  De  Brueys’ s death,  and  the  severe  wounds  of  Admiral 
Blanquet,  must  have  deeply  affected  the  people  who  fought 
under  them ; but  it  added  to  their  ardour  for  revenge,  and  the 
action  continued  on  both  sides  with  great  obstinacy.  At  nine 
o’clock  the  ships  in  the  vau  slackened  their  fire,  and  soon  after 
totally  ceased;  and  with  infinite  sorrow  we  supposed  they  had 
surrendered.  They  were  dismasted  very  soon  after  the  action 
began,  and  so  much  damaged,  that  it  heto  be  presumed  that 
they  could  not  hold  out  any  longer  against  an  enemy  so  su- 
perior by  an  advantageous  position,  in  placing  several  ships 
against  one.  At  a quarter  past  nine  o’clock  the  l'Orient 
caught  fire  in  the  cabin ; it  soon  afterwards  broke  out  upon 
the  poop : every  effort  was  made  to  extinguish  it,  but  without 
effect;  and  very  soon  it  was  so  considerable,  that  there  was  no 
hopes  of  saving  the  ship.  At  half  past  nine,  Citoyen  Gillet, 
capitain  de  pavilion  of  the  Franklin,  was  very  severely  wound- 
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dence,  which  is  one  among  the  genuine  charac- 
teristics of  all  great  minds,  he  issued  circular 

ed,  and  was  carried  off  deck.  At  three  quarters  past  nine  the 
arm  chest  filled  with  musquet-curtridges  blew  up,  and  set  fire 
to  several  places  in  the  poop  and  quarter-deck,  but  was  fortu- 
nately extinguished.  Her  situation,  however,  was  still  very 
desperate;  surrounded  by  enemies,  and  only  eighty' fathoms 
*o  windward  of  1’Orient  entirely  on  fire,  there  could  not  be 
any  other  expectation  than  falling  a prey  either  to  the  enemy, 
or  the  fiauics.  At  teno’clock  the  main  and  mizzen-masts  fell,  and 
all  the  guns  on  the  main-deck  were  dismounted.  At  half  past 
ten  the  Touant  cut  her  cables,  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  1’Orient. 
The  English  ship  that  was  on  l'Orient’s  larboard  quarter,  so 
soon  as  she  had  done  firing  at  her,  brought  her  broadside 
upon  the  Tonant’s  bow,  and  kept  up  a very  heavy  raking  fire. 
The  Hcttreux  and  Mercure  conceived  that  they  ought  likewise 
to  cut  their  cables.  The  manceuvre  created  so  much  confu- 
sion amongst  the  rear  ships,  that  they  fired  into  each  oilier, 
and  did  considerable  damage.  The  Tonant  anchored  a-head 
of  the  Guiliiaume  Tell ; the  Gcnereux  and  Timoleon,  the 
other  two  ships,  got  on  shore.  The  ship  that  engaged  the 
Tonant  on  her  bow  cut  her  cables ; all  her  rigging  and  sails 
were  cut  to  pieces,  and  she  drove  down,  and  anchored  astern 
of  the  English  ship,  that  had  been  engaging  the  Heureux  and 
Mercure  before  they  changed  their  position.  Those  of  the. 
etat-major  and  ship’s  company  of  the  l’Oriept  who  lmd  escaped 
death,  convinced  ofjlte  impossibility  of  extinguishing  the  fire, 
which  had  got  down  on  the  middle  gun-deck,  endeavoured  to 
save  themselves.  Rear-admiral  Gauteaume  saved  himself  in  a 
boat,  and  went  on  board  of  the  Salamiue,  and  from  thence  to 
Aboukir  and  Alexandria.  The  Adjutant-general  Motard,  al- 
though badly  wounded,  swam  to  the  ship  nearest  l’Oricnt, 
which  proved  to  be  English,  Commodore  Casabianca,  and 
bis  son  only  ten  years  old,  who,  during  the  action  gave 
proofs  of  bravery  aud  intelligence  far  above  his  age,  were 
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orders  throughout  the  whole  fleet,  recommend- 
ing each  individual  to  join  with  him  in  render- 

not  so  fortunate.  They  were  in  the  water,  upon  the  wreck"  of 
1’Orient’s  masts,  not  being  able  to  swim,  seeking  each  other 
until  three  quarters  past  ten,  when  the  ship  blew  up,  and  put 
an  end  to  their  hopes  and  fears.  The  explosion  was  dreadful, 
and  spread  the  fire  all  around  to  a considerable  distance.  The 
Franklin's  decks  were  covered  with  red-hot  seams,  pieces  of 
timber,  and  rope  on  fire.  She  was  on  fire,  but  luckily  got  it 
under.  Immediately  after  the  tremendous  explosion,  the  ac- 
tion ceased  every  where,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  most  pro- 
found silence.  The  sky  was  darkened  by  clouds  of  black 
smoke,  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  the  two 
fleets.  It  was  a quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  ships’  crews  re- 
covered from  the  kind  of  stupor  they  were  thrown  into.  To- 
wards eleven  o'clock,  the  Franklin,  anxious  to  preserve  the  trust 
confided  to  her,  re-commenced  the  action  with  a few  of  her 
lower-deck  guns;  all  the  rest  were  dismounted  : two  thirds  of 
the  ship’s  company  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  those  who 
remained  most  fatigued.  She  was  surrounded  by  enemy's 
ships,  who  mowed  down  the  men  every  broadside.  At  half 
past  eleven  o’clock,  haying  only  three  lower-deck  guns  that 
could  defend  the  houour  of  the  flag,  it  became  necessary  to 
put  an  end  to  so  disproportioned  a struggle,  and  Citoyen  Mar- 
tinet, captain  of  a frigate,  ordered  the  colours  to  be  struck. 

“ The  action  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet  was  very  trifling  until 
three  quarters  past  eleven  o'clock,  when  it  became  very  warm. 
Three  of  the  enemy's  ships  were  engaging  them,  and  two  were 
very  near.  The  Tonaut,  already  badly  treated,  who  was 
nearest  the  ships  engaged,  returned  a very  brisk  fire.  About 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning  she  was  dismasted,  and  obliged 
to  cut  her  cables  a second  time ; and  not  having  any  more 
anchors  left,  site  drove  on  shore.  The  Guilliaume  Tell,  Le 
Genereux,  and  the  Timoleon,  shifted  their  births,  and  an- 
chored further  down,  out  of  gun-shot:  these  vessels  were  not 
L 2 
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ing  their  humblest  thanks  to  that  Supreme 
Power  for  the  assistance  and  protection  it  had 
afforded  them  in  the  hour  of  battle. 

much  damaged.  At  half  past  three  o’clock  the  action  ceased 
throughout  the  line.  Early  in  the  morning  the  frigate  La 
Justice  got  under  weigh,  and  made  several  small  tacks  to  keep 
near  the  Guillianme  Tell,  and  at  nine  o'clock  anchored ; an 
English  ship  having  got  under  weigh,  and  making  small  tacks 
to  prevent  her  getting  away.  At  six  o’clock  two  English. ships 
joined  those  who  had  been  engaging  the  rear,  and  began  firing 
on  the  Heureux  and  Mercure,  which  were  aground.  The 
former  soon  struck,  and  the  latter  followed  the  example,  as 
they  could  not  bring  their  broadsides  to  bear  upon  the  enemy. 
At  half  past  seven  the  ship's  crew  of  l’Artemiso  frigate  quitted  _ 
her,  and  set  her  on  fire  : at  eight  o’clock'  she  blew  up.  The 
enemy  without  doubt  had  received  great  damage  in  their  masts 
and  yards,  as  they  did  not  get  under  weigh  to  attack  the  re- 
mains  of  the  French  fleet.  The  French  flag  was  flying  on 
board-four  ships  of  the  line  aud  two  frigates.  This  divi«;oi» 
made  the  most  of  their  time;  and  at  three  quarters  past  eleven 
Le  ( 'uiliiaume  Jell,  Le  Genereux,  La  Diane,  and  La  Justice, 
got  under  weigh,  and  formed  in  Hue  of  battle.  The  English 
ship  tliat  was  uuder  sail  stood  towards  her  fleet,  fearing  that 
she  might  be  cut  oil";  but  two  other  enemy’s  ships  were  im- 
mediately under  weigh  to  assist  her.  At  noon  the  Timoleon, 
which  probably  was  not  in  a stale  to  put  to  sea,  steered  right 
for  the  shore  uuder  her  foresail ; and  as  soon  as  she  struck  the 
ground  her  foremast  fell.  The  French  division  joined  the 
enemy's  ships,  which  ranged  along  their  line  on  opposite  tacks, 
within  pistol  shot,  and  received  their  broadsides,  which  it  re- 
turned : they  then  each  continued  their  route.  The  division 
was  in  sight  at  sun-set.  Nothing  remarkable  passed  during 
the  night  of  the  2d.  The  3d  of  August,  in  the  mornhig,  the 
French  colours  were  flying  in  the  Tonant  and  Timolcon.  The 
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That  duty  performed,  and  the  arrangements 
relative  to  his  own  ships  and  their  prizes,  which 

English  admiral  sent  a flag  of  truce  to  the  former,  to  know  if 
she  had  struck ; and  upon  being  answered  in  the  negative,  lie 
directed  two  ships  to  go  against  her.  When  tliey  got  within 
gun-shot  of  her,  she  struck,  it  being  impossible  to  defend  her 
any  longer.  The  Timoleon  was  aground  too  near  in  for  any 
ship  to  approach  her.  In  the  night  of  the  2d  they  sent  the 
greatest  part  of  their  ship’s  company  on  shore;  and  at  noon 
the  next  day  they  quitted  her  and  set  her  on  fire. 

“ Thus  ends  the  journal  of  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  days  of  Au- 
gust, which  will  ever  be  remembered  with  the  deepest  sorrow 
by  those  Frenchmen  who  possess  good  hearts,  and  by  all  tliose 
true  republicans  who  have  survived  this  melancholy  disaster." 

To  the  foregoing  may  not  inaptly  be  added  the  account 
given  by  Denon  of  the  same  transaction  : a detail  given  by  one 
•f  the  Savans,  and  intended  to  perpetuate  the  event  to  po- 
sterity, may,  in  the  opinions  of  some,  be  more  interesting  than 
even  that  of  the  admiral  in  chief  would  have  been,  had  he 
survived. 

*'  When  we  had  reached  the  tower  which  commands  the 
monastery,  we  descried  a fleet  of  twenty  sail.  To  come  up, 
to  range  themselves  in  a line,  and  to  attack,  were  the  opera- 
tions of  a minute.  The  first  shot  was  fired  at  five  o’  clock  ; > 
and  shortly  after,  our  view  of  the  two  fleets  was  intercepted 
by  the  smoke.  When  night  came  on,  we  could  distinguish 
somewhat  better,  without  however  being  able  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  passed.  The  danger  to  which  we  were  exposed, 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  smallest  troop  of  Bedouins 
which  might  come  that  way,  did  not  draw  our  attention 
from  an  event,  by  which  tve  were  so  strongly  interested.  Rolls 
of  fire  incessautly  gushing  from  the  mouths  of  the  cannon 
evinced  clearly  that  the  combat  was  dreadful,  and  supported 
with  an  epial  obstinacy  on  both  sides.  On  our  return  to  llo- 
. tcRa,  we  climb?!  on  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  whence,  at  ten 
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absolute  necessity  demanded,  should  not  be  de- 
ferred, being  made,  the  rear-admiral  proceeded 

o'clock,  we  perceived  a strong  light,  which  indicated  a fire.  A 
few  minutes  afterwards,  we  heard  a terrible  explosion,  which 
was  followed  by  a profound  silence.  As  we  had  seen  a firing 
kept  up  from  the  left  to  the  right,  on  the  object  in  flames,  we 
drew  a conclusion  that  it  was  one  of  the  enemy’s  ships,  which 
had  been  set  fire  to  by  our  people ; and  we  imputed  the  si- 
lence which  ensued  to  the  retreat  of  the  English,  who,  as  our 
ships  were  moored,  were  exclusively  in  possession  of  the  range 
of  the  bay,  and  who,  consequently,  could  persevere  in,  or  dis- 
continue the  combat  at  pleasure.  At  eleven  o’clock  a slow 
fire  was  kept  up;  and  at  midnight  the  action  again  became 
general:  it  continued  until  two  in  the  morning.  At  day- 
break I was  at  the  advanced  posts ; and  ten  minutes  after,  the 
fleets  were  once  more  engaged.  At  nine  o’clock  another  ship 
blew  up.  At  ten,  four  ships,  the  only  ones  which  were  not 
disabled,  and  which  I could  distinguish  to  be  French,  crowded 
their  sails,  and  quitted  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  possession  of 
which,  they  appeared  to  be,  as  they  were  neitherattacked,nor 
followed.  Such  was  the  phantom  produced  by  the  enthusiasm 
of  hope. 

“ I took  my  station  at  the  tower  of  Abumandur,  whence  I 
counted  twenty-five  vessels,  half  of  which  were  shattered 
wrecks,  and  the  others  incapable  of  manoeuvring  to  afford 
them  assistance.  For  three  days  we  remained  in  this  state  of 
cruel  uncertainty.  By  the  help  of  my  spying-glass  I had 
made  a drawing  of  this  disastrous  scene,  to  be  enabled  the 
better  to  ascertain,  whether  the  morrow  would  be  productive 
of  any  change.  In  this  way  we  cherished  illusion,  and  spumed 
at  all  cvidtuce;  until  at  length  the  passage  across  the  birr 
being  cut  off,  and  the  communication  with  Alexandria  inter- 
cepted, we  found  that  our  situation  was  altered,  and  that, 
separated  from  the  mother-country,  we  were  become  the  in- 
habitants of  a distant  colony,  where  wc  should  be  obliged  to 
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to  inform  his  country  of  the  glorious  tidings  of 
his  success:  his  own  modest  narrative  reflects 

depend  on  our  own  resources  for  subsistence  until  the  peace. 
We  learned  that  it  was  I'Orient  Which  blew  up  at  ten 
o’clock  at  night,  and  the  Hercule  the  following  morning ; and 
that  the  captains  of  the  ships  of  the  line  the  Guiiiiaume  Tell 
and  Genereux,  and  of  the  frigates  La  Diane  and  La  Justice, 
perceiving  that  the  rest  of  the  fleet  had  fallen  into  the  enemy’s 
hands,  had  taken  advantage  of  a moment  of  lassitude  and  in- 
action on  the  part  of  the  English,  to  effect  their  escape.  We 
learned,  lastly,  that  the  first  of  August  iiad  broken  the  unity 
of  our  forces;  and  that  the  destruction  of  our  fleet,  by  which 
the  lustre  of  our  glory  was  tarnished,  had  restored  to  the 
enemy  the  empire  of  the  Mediterranean — an  empire  which 
had  been  wrested  from  them,  by  the  matchless  exploits  of  our 
armies,  and  which  could  only  have  been  secured  to  us,  by  the 
existence  of  our  ships  of  war.” 

Dcnon’s  Travels,  vol.  i. 

N.  B.  The  translator  shrewdly  remarks,  that  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  narrative  of  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  in 
Aboukir  Bay,  it  should  he  recollected,  that  it  is  the  produc- 
tion of  a Frenchman,  who  either  w ould  not,  or  could  not  see 
things  precisely  as  they  were.  , K.  B.  The  British  force  con- 
sisted of  tilleen  sail  only,  including  the  Mutinc  brig. 

In  spite  of  the  prejudices  of  a Frenchman,  lie  adds,  in  a 
subsequent  page,  “ The  shore,  to  the  extent  of  four  leagues, 
was  covered  by  'wrecks,  which  enabled  us  to  form  an  estimate 
of  the  loss  that  we  had  sustained  at  the  battle  of  Aboukir. 
To  procure  a few  nails,  or  a few  iron  hoops,  the  wandering 
Arabs  were  employed  in  burning  on  the  beach  the  masts, 
gun-carriages,  bouts,  & c.  &c.  which  had  been  constructed  at 
so  vast  an  expence  in  our  ports.” 

From  the  foregoing  testimonies,  some  judgment  perhaps 
• may  be  formed  of  the  opinion  entertained  by  Frenchmen,  hi 
respect  to  the  extent  and  importance,  of  the  disaster. 
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on  him  an  higher  praise  than  could  the  most 
laboured  and  splendid  eulogjum  : — 

“ Vanguard,  off  the  Mouth  of  the  Nile, 
u Sir,  August  7th,  1798. 

“ Enclosed  is  a copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Earl  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, together  with  a line  of  battle  of  the  English  and  French 
squadrons,  also  a list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.  1 have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  eight  of  our  ships  have  already 
top-gallant-yards  across,  and  ready  for  any  service ; the  others, 
with  the  prizes,  will  soon  be  ready  for  sea  In  an  event  of 
this  importance,  1 have  thought  it  right  to  send  Captain  Capel 
with  a copy  of  my  letter  (to  the  commander  in  chief)  over- 
land, which  1 hope  their  lordships  will  approve;  and  beg  leave 
to  refer  them  to  Captain  Capel,  who  is  a most  excellent  of- 
ficer, and  fully  able  to  give  every  information ; and  1 beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  tlicir  lordships'  notice. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“ Horatio  Nelson." 

" N.  B.  The  island  I have  taken  possession  of,  and  brought 
off  two  thirteen-inch  mortars,  all  the  brass  guns,  and  destroyed 
the  iron  ones. 

“ Evan  Nepean,  Esq.’* 

“ My  Lord, 

“ Almighty  Goi>  has  blessed  his  majesty's  arms  in  the 
late  battle,  by  a great  victory  over  the  fleet  of  the  enemy, 
whom  1 attacked  at  sun-set  on  the  1st  of  August,  offthe  Mouth 
of  the  Nile.  The  enemy  were  moored  in  a strong  line  of 
battle  for  defending  the  entrance  of  the  bay  (of  Shoals), 
flanked  by  numerous  gun-boats,  four  frigates,  and’  a battery 
of  guns  and  mortars,  on  an  island  in  their  van ; hut  nothing 
could  withstand  the  squadron  your  lordship  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  place  under  my  command.  Their  high  state  of  dis- 
cipline is  well  known  to  you;  and,  with  the  judgment  of  the 
raptains,  together  with  their  valonr,  and  that  of  the  officers  and’ 
znen  of  every  description,  it  was  absolutely  irresistible.  Could 


Digitijpc(.by.GQOgIe 


ftMtsh  J JmmTut+f.  b */*■  Symmmd*. 


JORD  VISCQUNT  NELSON,  I53 

any  thing  fiom  mv  pen  add  to  the  characters  of  the  captains 
I would  write  ifuu  , pleasure ; but  that  is  impossible. 

“ I have  to  regret  the  loss  of  Captain  Westcott,  of  the  Ma- 
jestic, who  was  hilled  early  in  the  action;  but  the  ship  was  con- 
tinued to  be  so-well  fought  by  her  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Cutli- 
bert,  that  I have  given  him  an  order  to  command  her,  till  your 
lordship’s  pleasure  is  knowu. 

“ The  ships  of  the  enemy,,  all  but  their  two  rear  ships,  are 
nearly  dismasted,  and  those  two,  with  two  frigates,  1 am  sorry 
to  say,  made  tlieir  escape  ; nor  was  it,  1 assure  you,  in  my 
power  to  prevent  them.  Captain  Hood  most  handsomely  en- 
deavoured to  do  it ; but  1 had  no  ship  in  a condition  to  sup- 
port the  Zealous,  and  I was  obliged  to  call  her  in. 

“ The  support  and  assistance  I have  received  from  Captain 
Berry  cannot  be  sufficiently  expressed.  I was  wounded  in  the 
head,  and  obliged  to  he  carried  off  deck;  but  the  service  suffered 
no  loss  by  tliat  event.  Captain  Berry  was  fully  equal  to  the  im- 
portant service  then  going  on,  and  to  him  I must  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  for  every  information  relative  to  this  victory.  He 
will  present  yon  with  the  flag  of  the  second  in  command,  that 
of  the  commander  in  chief  being  burnt  in  L’Oricnt. 

“ Herewith  1 transmit  you  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
and  the  lines  of  battle  of  ourselves  and  the  French. 

'■  1 have. the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

f‘  To  Admiral  die  Earl  of  St.  “ Horatio  Nelsox.” 

Vincent,  the  commander  in 
chief,  &c.  See.  off  Cadiz.” 


ENGLISH  LINE  OF  BATTLE. 


Ships’  Names. 

r Captains. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Cuilodeii, 

T.  Troubridge, 

- 7-h 

5.00 

Theseus, 

R.  W.  Miller, 

- 74, 

5.00 

Alexander, 

A.  J.  Ball,  , - 
r Rear-Admiral  Sir  H.- 

- 7i 
1 

590 

Vanguard, 

j Nelson,  K.  B.  i 

t Edward  Berry,  J 

• - 7* 

l 

595 

Minotaur, 

Thos.  Louis, 

' - 7 V 

6%0 
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Ships’  Names. 

Captains. 

Guns. 

Men. 

I^andcr, 

T.  B.  Thompson 

- 5o 

343 

Swiftsure, 

B.  Hallowed, 

- 74 

5J)0 

Audacious, 

D.  Gould, 

- 74 

590 

Defence, 

John  Peyton,  N - 

- 74 

590 

Zealous, 

Samuel  Hood,  - 

- 74 

590 

Orion, 

Sir  J.  Saumarez, 

- 74 

590 

Goliah, 

Tlios.  Foley,  - 

- 74 

590 

Majestic, 

G.  B.  Westcott, 

- 74 

590 

Bellerophon, 

H.  D.  E.  Darby, 

- 74 

590 

La  Mutine  Brig. 


Horatio  Nelson. 

FRENCH  LINE  OF  BATTLE. 

Ships’  Names.  Guns.  Men. 


Le  Gucrrier, 

- 74 

600 

Taken. 

Le  Conqucrant 

, - . ' - 74 

700 

Taken I 

Le  Spartiatc, 

- 74 

700 

Taken. 

L’Aquilon, 

- 74 

700 

Taken. 

Le  Souvcrain  Peuple,  - 74 

700 

Taken. 

Lc  Frankliu, 

800 

Taken. 

r 

Brueys,  admiral,  1 

L’Oricnt,  j 

and  commander  f 1 20 
in  chief  J 

1010 

Burnt. 

Le  Tonant, 

1 

f 

1 

00 

0 

800 

Taken. 

L’Heureux, 

1 

1 

0 

0 

N 

Taken. 

Le  Timoleon, 

1 

• 

1 

* 

700 

Burnt.  . 

Le  Mercure, 

fr- 

1 

1 

• 

700 

Taken. 

Le  Guilliaume 
Tell, 

(Villeneuve,  second)  8Q 
contre  admiral  j 

800 

Escaped. 

Lc  Genereux, 

- 74 

700 

Escaped. 

Horatio  Nelson. 

FRIGATES. 

Ships’  Names.  Guns.  Men. 

La  Diane,  - - 48  300  Escaped. 

La  Justice,  - * 44-  300  Escaped, 
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Ships’  Names.  Guns.  Men. 

L’Artemise,  - - 36  250  Burnt. 

La  Serieuse,  - - 36  250  Dismasted  and  sunk. 

Horatio  Nelson. 

Vanguard,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Nile, 

August  3d,  1798. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  fleet  of  France  em- 
ployed on  the  expedition  against  Egypt,  com- 
manded by  Admiral  Brueys,  an  officer  esteemed 
as  gallant,  and  as  able  in  his  profession,  as  any, 
that  country  has  ever  boasted.  The  force  under 
his  orders,  at  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
as  will  be  seen  on  reference  to  the  foregoing 
list,  consisted  of  thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  to- 
gether with  four  frigates  ; carrying  twelve  hun- 
dred guns,  and  from  ten  to  eleven  thousand 
men.  Nine  sail  of  the  line  were  taken,  two 
were  burned,  and  two  escaped.  Of  the  frigates, 
one  was  sunk,  another  burned,  and  two  escaped. 
The  loss  of  men  was  calculated  at  nearly  eight 
thousand ; but  the  prisoners  and  wounded  were 
all  restored,  on  condition  of  not  serving  against 
England  until  exchanged.  The  British  squa- 
dron consisted,  as  already  stated,  of  thirteen  sail 
of  the  line,  twelve  only  of  which  were  engaged, 
and  a fifty-gun  ship  ; carrying  little  more  than  a 
thousand  guns,  and  eight  thousand  men.  Of  the 
English,  the  slain  and  wounded  were  nine  hun- 
dred. 

It  has  been  most  animatedly  observed,  this 
victory  was  the  most  signal  that  had  graced  the 
British  navy,  since  the  days  when  the  Spanish  ar- 
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mada  was  defeated.  Its  effects  were  surprizing 
and  instantaneously  felt,  over  all  Europe.  The 
enemies  of  France  every  where  recovcfed  from 
the  despondency  they  had  fallen  into,  previous 
to  this  great  event,  and  an  evident  reanimation 
took  place  in  all  their  councils,  which  were 
now  occupied  with  the  means  of  improving  a 
success,  of  so  much  importance.  During  the 
action,  the  roaring  of  the  cannon,  the  flashes  of 
the  lightning,  interrupted  only  by  short  in- 
tervals of  suspense,  shook  the  Egyptian  shore 
for  many  leagues  around,  and  filled  the  alarmed 
and  trembling  inhabitants,  both  strangers  and 
natives,  with  unspeakable  agitation.  The  French 
transports  in  the  harbour,  and  within  the 
garrison  of  Alexandria,  waited  in  suspense  for 
. thch  personal  doom,  as  well  as  the  fate 
of  the  French  navy.  Even  so  far  as  Rosetta, 
distant  about  thirty  miles  from  Aboukir,  the 
battle,  by  the  aid  of  glasses,  was  seen  by  French 
officers,  from  its  minarets  and  towers,  though 
confusedly;  and  the  explosion  of  L’Orient  was 
accompanied  by  a shaking  of  the  earth,  per- 
ceptible at  that  distance.  Bodies  of  Arabs, 
drawn  to  the  shore  by  the  awful  sight  and  sound, 
learning  the  fate  of  their  invaders,  felt  their  re- 
sentment and  indignation  awakened,  by  the  hope 
of  revenge  on  their  enemies.  They  lighted  up 
fires  on  the  shore,  in  testimony  of  their  joy  and 
exultation,  at  the  successful  bravery  of  the  Eng- 
lish. They  gave  no  shelter,  but,  on  the  con- 
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trary,  committed  every  outrage  on  parties  of  the 
vanquished,  who  made  their  way  to  the  villages 
for  safety  from  their  wrecked  and  burning  ships. 
They  interrupted  the  communication  of  the 
French  for  some  time,  between  the  bay  and 
neighbouring  towns,  until  Buonaparte  made 
arrangements  for  their  security,  by  superior 
force. 

The  instant  the  most  pressing  necessities  of 
the  victorious  fleet  were  provided  for,  the 
active  mind  of  the  British  admiral  became  im- 
mediately turned  towards  every  object,  that  he 
thought  could  in  the  smallest  degree  affect,  or 
promote  the  interests  of  his  country.  Fearing,  as 
unfortunately  proved  the  case,  some  accident 
might  prevent  the  dispatches  sent  by  the  Lean- 
derjfrom  reaching  the  British  government  so  soon 
as  he  might  wish,  Captain  Capel  was,  as  has  al- 
ready been  seen, ordered  toNaples,andto  proceed 
from  thence  overland  to  England  ; and  after  an 
interval  of  twodays, Lieutenant  Duval,oftheZea- 
lous,  was  sent  overland  to  Bombay,  to  apprize  the 
governor  of  the  extent  of  the  French  armament, 
which  had  proceeded  to  Egypt,  with  an  account 
of  the  principal  events  which  had  taken  place 
subsequent  to  its  arrival.*  Thus  having  endea- 

* “ Vanguard,  Mouth  of  the  Nile, 
“ Sir,  August  9th,  1798. 

“ Although  I hope  the  consuls,  who  are,  or  ought  to  be,  re- 
sident in  Egypt,  have  sent  you  uu  express  of  the  situation  of 
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voured,  far,  perhaps,  as  human  sagacity  could 
foresee,  to  profit  by  his  success,  the  refitment 

affairs  here ; yet  as  1 know  Mr.  Baldwin  has  some  months  left 
Alexandria,  it  is  possible  you  may  not  be  regularly  informed. 
I shall,  therefore,  relate  to  you  briefly  that  a French  army  of 
forty  thousand  men,  in  three  hundred  transports,  with  thirteen 
sail  of  the  line,  eleven  frigates,  bomb-vessels,  gun-boats,  &c. 
Ac.  arrived  at  Alexandria  on  the  1st  of  July.  On  the  flh, 
they  left  it  for  Cairo,  where  they  arrived  on  the  22d.  Duriug 
their  march  they  had  some  actions  with  the  Mamalukes,  which 
the  French  call  great  victories.  As  I have  Buonaparte’s  dis- 
patches now  before  me,  which  I took  yesterday,  1 speak 
positively.  He  says,  “ I am  now  going  to  send  off  to  take 
Suez  and  Damietta.”  He  does  not  speak  favourably  either  of 
country  or  people ; but  there  is  such  bombast  in  his  letters, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  get  at  the  truth  ; but  you  may  be  sure  he 
is  only  master  of  what  his  army  covers.  From  all  the  inquiries 
which  I have  been  able  to  make,  I cannot  learn  that  any  French 
vessels  are  at  Suez,  to  carry  any  part  of  his  army  to  India.  Bom- 
bay, if  they  can  get  there,  I know  is  the  first  objoct ; but  I 
trust  the  Almighty  God,  in  Egypt,  will  overthrow'  these  pests 
of  the  human  race.  It  has  been  in  my  power  to  prevent 
twelve  thousand  men  from  leaving  Genoa,  and  also  to  take 
eleven  sail  of  the  line  and  tw  o frigates.  Two  sail  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates  have  escaped  me.  This  glorious  battle  was 
fought  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  at  anchor.  It  began  at  sun- 
set, and  was  not  finished  at  three  the  next  morning.  It  has 
been  severe;  but  God  favoured  our  endeavours  with  a great 
victory.  I am  now  at  anchor  between  Alexandria  and 
Rosetta,  to  prevent  their  communication  by  water;  and  nothing 
under  a regiment  can  pass  by  land.  But  I should  have  in- 
formed you  that  the  French  have  four  thousand  men  posted 
at  Rosetta,  to  keep  open  the  mouth  of  the  Nile.  Alexandria, 
both  town  and  shipping,  are  so  distressed  for  provisions  that 
they  can  only  get  them  from  the  Nile  by  watef ; therefore  I 
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both  of  his  own  ships  and  the  prizes  was  con- 
tinued with  so  much  earnestness,  that  on  the 
18th  of  August,  he  was  enabled  to  quit  the  Bay 
of  Aboukir  with  his  fleet : leaving  Captain  Hood 
with  a small  detachment,  consisting  of  four  ships 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  to  block  up  the 
port  of  Alexandria,  and  prevent  the  introduction 
of  any  further  supplies  into  that  place  for  the 
use  of  the  French  army.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  month,  he  quitted,  for  a time,  the  shores  of 
Egypt,  and  proceeded  to  Naples,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  2 ad  of  September.  The  reception 
be  met  with  at  that  city,  could  not  be  exceeded, 
except  by  what  it  is  certain  he  would  have 

• 

cannot  guess  the  good  which  may  attend  my  holding  our 
present  position  for  Buonaparte  writes  his  distresses  for 
stores,  artillery,  and  things  for  the  hospital,  &c.  All  useful 
communication  is  at  an  end  between  Alexandria  and  Cairo. 
You  may  be  sure  I shall  remain  here  as  long  as  possible. 
Buonaparte  had  never  yet  to  contend  with  an  English  officer, 
and  I shall  endeavour  to  make  him  respect  us. 

“ This  is  all  that  I have  to  communicate.  I am  confident 
every  precaution  will  be  taken  to  prevent  in  future  any  vessels 
going  to  Suez,  which  may  be  able  to  carry  troops,  to  India. 
If  iny  letter  is  not  so  correct  as  might  be  expected,  I trust  your 
excuse,  when  I tell  you  my  brain  is  so  shook  with  the  wound 
in  my  head,  that  I am  sensible  I am  not  always  as  clear  as  could 
be  wished ; hut,  whilst  a ray  of  reason  remains,  my  heart  and 
hand  shall  ever  be  exerted  for  the  benefit  of  my  king  and 
country 

“ I have  tlic  honour  to  be,  A c.  See. 


“ Horatio  Nelson." 
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found  from  his  own  countrymen,  had  he  fes. 
turned  to  England  immediately  after  the  great 
event  j ist  mentioned.  The  British  nation  rang  in 
an  extacy  otjoy  withhispraises;  and  even  children 
who  .scarcely  knew  how  to  articulate,  were  taught 
to  lisp  out  the  name  of  Nelson,  as  in  gratitude  to 
the  heroism  of  a deliverer,  who  had  preserved 
them  from  the  worst  of  evils.  The  sovereign, 
and  never  sure  was  honour  more  deservedly  ac- 
quired, raised  him  to  a peerage;  and  the  parlia- 
ment, in  addition  to  their  thanks,*  granted  him 
for  his  own  life,  • together  with  those  of  his  two 
next  heirs, 'ah  annuity  of  two  thousand  pounds 

per  atinurmf  Nor  was  this  all : the  government 

• 

' * To  wbicli  his  lordship  returned  the  following  answ  er  : 

“ Vanguard,  Palermo,  Jan.  31st,  1 799- 

“ Sir, 

“ Believe  me  I fee!  as  I ought  the  noble  reward  which  our 
country  has  bestowed  on  me  by  its  thanks,  and  I beg,  sir,  you 
-will  have  the  goodness  to  express  tp  the  honourable  house  my 
gratitude.  I can  answer  for  lha!  of  my  brave  brethren  who 
fought  with  me  in  the  battle  of  the  Nile.  To  you,  sir,  who 
have  not  only  so  handsomely,  but  so  elegantly,  conveyed  to 
me  the  resolutions  of  the  house,  words  are  inadequate  to  ex- 
press vliaf  I feel ; lint,  believe  me,  sir,  I am,  with  every  sen- 
timent of  resj»eet  and  esteem, 

" Your  most  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

“ Nelson.’* 

“ To  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
Addington,  speaker  of  the  house 
of  commons." 

•f  The  unexampled  series  of  our  naval  triumphs  has  received 
fresh  splendour  from  the  memorable  and  decisive  action  in 
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of  Ireland  contributed  its  mite,  by  an  addition 
of  one  thousand  pounds  annually,  during  the 

which  a detachment  of  my  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  attacked  and  almost  totally  destroyed 
a superior  force  of  the  enemy,  strengthened  by  every  advantage 
of  situation.  By  this  great  and  brilliant  victory,  an  cnterprize, 
of  which  the  injustice,  perfidy,  and  extravagance,  had  fixed 
the  attention  of  the  world,  and  which  was  jteculiarly  directed 
against  some  of  the  most  valuable  interests  of  the  British  em- 
pire, has,  in  the  first  instance,  been  turned  to  the  confusion  of 
its  authors,-  and  the  blow  tints  given  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  France  has  afforded  an  opening,  which,  if  improved  by 
suitable  exertions  on  the  part  of  other  powers,  may  lead  to 
the  general  deliverance  of  Europe. 

Extract  from  his  Majesty’s  Speech  on  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  November  20th,  1798. 

In  hVo  days  afterwards,  the  following  message  from  his  ma- 
jesty was  communicated  to  the  house  of  commons,  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer: 

“ His  majesty  having  taken  into  his  consideration  the  signal 
and  meritorious  services  performed  by  Rear-Admiral  Lord 
Nelson,  in  the  memorable  and  decisive  victory  obtained  over 
a superior  French  fleet,  off  the  Mouth  of  the  Nile,  not  only 
highly  honourable  to  himself,  but  eminently  beneficial  to  these 
kingdoms;  and  his  majesty  being  desirous  to  confer  upon  him 
some  considerable  and  lasting  mark  of  his  royal  favour,  in  tes- 
timony of  his  approbation  of  his  great  services,  and  therefore 
to  give  and  grant  to  the  said  Rear-Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  and 
the  two  next  heirs  male  to  whom  the  title  of  Baron  Nelson  of 
the  Nile,  and  Burnham  Thorpe,  hi  the  county  of  Norfolk, 
shall  descend,  for  their  lives,  the  net  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand pounds  per  annum ; but  his  majesty  not  having  it  in  his 
power  to  grant  any  annuity  to  that  amount,  or  for  a period 
beyond  his  own  life,  his  majesty  recommends  it  to  his  faithful 
commons  to  consider  of  the  means  of  enabling  his  majesty  t« 
extend  and  secure  an  annuity  of  two  thousand  pounds  per  ao- 
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same  term ; and  the  East  India  Company 
voted  him  a gift  of  ten  thousand  pounds, 
while  that  of  the  merchants  trading  to  Turkey, 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  their  concerns, 
were  not  less  liberal,  having  presented  him  with 
plate  of  considerable  value. 

The  tribute  of  the  city  of  London  was  a 
sword ; and  although  it  is  most  probable  that  so 
appropriate  a proof  of  its  respect  and  esteem 
would  have  been  shown  to  the  noble  admiral, 
even  if  the  subjoined  intercourse  had  not  taken 
place,  yet,  as  it  preceded  the  gift,  it  will  not  be 
improperly  or  uninterestingly  introduced. 

A court  of  common  council  being  held  in  Lon- 
don, the  3d  of  October,  1798,  it  was  attended  by 
two  hundred  members.  The  business  was  opened 
by  the  Lord  Mayor,  who  read  the  following  let- 
ter, which  he  had  received  from  Admiral  Nelson.: 

“ Vanguard,  Mouth  of  the  Nil*, 
“ My  Lord,  August  8th,  1798. 

“ Having  the  honour  of  being  a freeman  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, 1 take  the  liberty  of  ending  to  your  lordship  the  sword  of 
the  commanding  French  admiral,  Monsieur  Blanquet,  who  sur- 
vived after  the  battle  of  the  1st,  off  the  Nile,  and  request  that 
the  city  of  London  will  honour  me  by  the  acceptance  of  it,  as 

Bum,  to  Rear-Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  and  the  two  next  male 
heirs,  to  whom  the  title  of  Baron  Nelson  of  the  Nile,  and  of 
Burnham  Thorpe,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  shall  descend,  in 
such  manner  as  shall  be  most  advantageous  to  their  interests.’' 
It  is  needless  to  say  the  only  debate  on  the  occasion  arose 
from  the  dissatisfaction  expressed  by  some  gentlemen  that  the 
honours  and  pecuniary  rewards  proposed  to  be  bestowed  upon 
him  were  not  infinitely  greater. 
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a remembrance  that  Britannia  still  rules  the  waves,  which,  that 
she  may  for  ever  do,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  your  lordship’s 
most  obedient  servant, 

“ Horatio  Nelson." 
“ Right  Hon.  Lord  Mayor  of  London." 

An  enthusiastic  tumult  of  applause  followed 
the  reading  of  this  letter ; and  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Deputy  Leekey,  the  sword  was  ordered  to 
be  placed  among  the  city  regalia  ; after  which 
.the  thanks  of  the  court  were  unanimously  voted 
to  Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  and  to  the  officers  and 
seamen  under  his  command.  The  court  having 
met  again  the  following  day,  it  was  numerously 
attended  as  before ; and  Mr.  Deputy  Leekey 
presented  a report  respecting  the  French  ad- 
miral’s sword,  which,  after  a short  debate,  was 
ordered  to  be  placed  in  an  elegant  glass-case,  in 
'the  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  council-room, 
with  the  following  inscription  upon  a tablet  of 
marble : 

“The  sword  of  Monsieur  Blanquet,  the  commanding  French 
admiral,  in  the  glorious  victory  off  the  Nile,  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, 1798,  presented  to  this  court  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson." 

It  was  then  resolved,  “ that  a sword,  valued 
at  two  hundred  guineas,  should  be  presented  to 
Rear-Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  as  a testimony  of 
the  high  esteem  they  entertain  of  his  public  ser- 
vices to  this  city,  and  to  the  whole  empire,  and 
that  the  Lord  Mayor  be  requested  to  provide 
and  present  the  same  to  him  ; also,  that  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  London  be  presented  to  Cap- 
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tain  Berry,*  in  a gold  box  of  one  Tiundrcd  gui-  - 
fleas  value,  as  a testimony  of  the  high  esteem  en- 

• Sir  Edward  Berry  is  the  eldest  son  of  a reputable  trades- 
man, who,  through  the  misfortunes  naturally  incident  to  a nter- 
cantilc  life,  and  having  a large  family,  died,  without  being  en- 
abled to  provide  for  it  agreeable  to  his  wishes.  Sir  Edward 
was  bom  in  the  year  1766,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  in- 
troduced into  the  naval  service, which  he  had  at  an  early  period 
of  life  shewn  a prediction  for,  through  the  interest  of  Lord 
Mulgrave,  who  bad  received  part  of  his  education  at  Norwich, 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Titus  Berry,  uncle  of  the  pre- 
sent Sir  Edward.  Under  this  nobleman's  patronage  and  pro- 
tection, Mr.  Berry  began  bis  nautical  career,  ami  bis  first 
voyage  was  about  the  year  1779,  when  he  was  scarcely  fourteeu 
years  old,  to  the  East  Indies,  in  the  Burford  of  seventy  guns. 

It  is  said,  that  he  received  his  commission  as  lieutenant  from 
Earl  Spencer,  on  account  of  his  very  gallant  conduct  in  board- 
ing an  enemy’s  vessel.  He  was  present  at  the  engagement 
under  Earl  Howe,  on  the  1st  of  June,  179*,  •"  which  action  he 
is  reported  to  have  conspicuously  signalized  himself.  Having, 
owing  solely  to  his  merit,  formed  an  acquaintance  with  tile 
Earl  of  St.  Vincent  and  Commodore  Nelson,  he  was  most  par- 
ticularly distinguished  by  the  latter,  and  served  under  him  in 
the  ever-memorahle  engagement  off  St. -Vincent,  011  the  14-th 
of  February,  and  was  particularly  active  in  boarding  the  San 
Nicholas  and  San  Josef,  both  of  which  ships  fell  victims  to  the 
exertions  of  his  gallant  commander.  The  assistance  afforded 
bv  Captain  Berry,  and  the  spirit  lie  displayed  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  important  encounter,  most  strongly  endeared  him 
to  his  superiors  in  naval  rank,  particularly  lo  Ms.  Nelson,  inso- 
much that  they  formed  the  unshakable  basis  of  a friendship 
which  ceased  not  but  with  the  life  of  that  noble  person.  Mr. 
BcTiy  afterwards  attended  his  former  commander  into  the 
Mediterranean,  being  appointed  captain  of  the  Vanguard,  on 
board  which  sliip  Lord  Nelson,  then  Sir  Horatio,  had  hoisted 
his  flag,  aud  in  which  he  was,  consequently,  present  at  the  en- 
gagement off  Aboukir,  liere  he  had  a full  opportunity  of  dis- 


• Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


I«5 

tertained  of  his  gallant  behaviour  on  the  ist  of 
August.”  These  motions  were  carried  unani- 
mously, amidst  repeated  bursts  of  applause. 

playing  his  abilities  and  gallantry;  nor  did  he  omit  to  avail 
himself  of  it.  The  particular  share  which  he  took  in  that  me- 
morable engagement,  has  been  related  in  the  account  of  it,  al- 
ready inserted  in  these  Memoirs.  After  the  conclusion  of  the 
action,  Captain  Berry  was  sent  to  England  with  the  official  dis- 
patches, in  theLeander  of  fifty  guns.  Captain  Thompson.  On 
his  voyage,  it  was  their  misfortune  to  fall  in  with  a French  ship 
of  very  superior  force ; but  disdaining  to  yield  without  a con- 
test, they  resolutely  maintained  an  engagement  with  ber  for  se- 
veral hours,  till  the  Leandcr  was  so  completely  shattered,  that 
farther  resistance  became  futile.  Captain  Thompson  was  there- 
fore, though  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  obliged  to  surrender. 
In  this  engagement  Captain  Berry  was  wounded  in  the  arm. 
On  his  exchange,  he  was  received  by  his  countrymen  with  great 
applause:  the  honour  of  knighthood  was  conferred  on  him; 
and  the  city  of  London  not  only  voted  him  their  thanks,  but 
on  his  paying  a visit  to  Guildhall,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1799, 
he  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a gold  box, 
pursuant  to  the  vote  passed  in  the  preceding  year. 

Sir  Edward  returned  soon  after  this  period  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  being  captain  of  the  Foudroyant  of  eighty  guns. 
Lord  Nelson’s  flag  ship,  accompanied  his  lordship  to  Sicily, 
where  he  landed  him,  being  very  much  indisposed.  Soon  after 
this  event,  tiie  Foudroyaut  came  up  with  the  Guilliamnc  Tell, 
a French  ship  of  eighty-four  guns,  one  of  those  which  escaped 
from  tlie  destruction  of  Aboukir.  The  following  minute  par 
ticulars  of  the  engagement  that  took  place,  and  which  relate 
to  Sir  Edward  Berry  peculiarly,  are  given  in  a letter,  dated 
Syracuse,  Foudroyant,  April  2d,  1800. 

'■  March  30tlr,'  1800] 

“Sir  Edward  Berry,  commanding  his  majesty’s  ship  the  Fou- 
droyant of  eighty  guns,  after  having  landed  Lord  Nelson  ill  in 
Sicily,  came  up  with  the  Guilliauine  Tell,  a French  ship  of 


MEMOIRS  OP 


166 

In  consequence  of  the  above  resolutions,  the 
Lord  Mayor  wrote  on  the  16th  to  the  noble  lord 

eighty- four  guns ; and  laying  the  Foudroyant  alongside  so  close 
that  her  spare  anchor  was  but  just  clear  of  theGuilliaumeTeU’s 
mizzen  chains,  hailed  her  commander,  Admiral  Deeres,  and  or- 
dered him  to  strike.  The  French  admiral  answered  by  bran- 
dishing a sword  over  his  head,  and  then  discharged  a musquet 
at  Sir  Edward  Berry.  This  was  followed  by  a broadside,  which 
nearly  unrigged  the  Foudroyant,  whose  guns,  however,  being 
prepared  with  three  round  shots  in  each,  she  poured  a most  tre- 
mendous and  effectual  discharge,  crashing  through  and  through 
the  enemy,  cfesci  ibeti  as  a perfect  chord  of  harmony  in  the  cars 
of  our  tars,  who  were  in  their  turn  a little  exposed ; but  sbe 
fired  another  broadside,  when  down  came  the.GuilliaumeTell's 
main  and  moreen- masts,  and  at  tl»e  same  time  the  Foudroyant’s 
forei  jr-mast, jib-boom,  sprit-sail,  main  top- sail-yatd,  stay-sails, 
fore-sad,  and  main-sail,  all  in  tatters.  It  was  difficult  in  this 
situation  to  get  the  ship  to  fall  off,  so  as  to  maintain  lmr  posi- 
tion. The  combatants  therefore  separated  for  a few  minutes, 
when  Sir  Edward  Berry  called  his  men  from  the  main-deck, 
and  cutting  away  part  of  the  wreck,  got  the  ship  cncc  more 
under  command,  that  is,  obedient  to  her  helm,  aud  manageable, 
and  again  close  alongside  her  determined  opponent,  who  nailed 
his  colours  to  the  stump  of  the  mast,  and  displayed  his  flag  on 
a pole  over  them.  Sir  Edward  then  commenced  a most 
heavy  and  well-directed  fire,  his  men  having  now  got  into  a 
system  of  firing  every  gun  two,  or  three  times  in  a minute,  re- 
gularly going  through  the  exercise  Musquetry  was  occasion- 
ally used,  when  the  ship  was  very  near  on  hoard  the  Cuiiliaume 
Tell ; but  latterly  the  mizzen  mast  being  almost  in  two,  Sir  Ed- 
ward called  the  marines  from  the  poop,  and  put  them  to  the 
great  guns,  by  which  means  many  lives  were  certainly  saved. 
At  a few  minutes  past  eight,  the  Gnilliaume  Tell’s  fore-mast 
was  shot  away,  and  becoming  a mere  log,  she  struck  her  co- 
lours. The  Foudroyant,  in  this  engagement,  expended  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  barrels  of  pow  der,  twelve  hundred  thir- 
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acquainting  him  with  their  proceedings,  and  re- 
questing his  lordship  would  be  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections concerning  the  devices,  with'  which  he 
should  wish  the  intended  present  might  be  orna- 
mented; to  which  his  lordship  returned  the  fol- 
lowing answer : 

“ Vanguard.  Palermo,  Jan.  31, 1 799. 

“ Sir, 

“ I have  only  this  day  received  your  letter,  when  lord  mayor, 
•f  the  1 6th  of  October,  and  beg  that  you  will  convey  to  the 
court  of  common  council  my  sincere  gratitude  for  all  their 
goodness  to  me,  and  assure  them  it  shall  be  the  business  of  my 
life  to  act  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  city  of  London,  on  which  depends  that  of  our  country.  I 
am  truly  sensible  of  your  politeness  hi  desiring  me  to  say  whit 
particular  devices  I should  wish  on  the  sword  which  is  to  be 
presented  to  me  by  the  city  of  London,  but  1 beg  to  leave  that 
to  the  lietter  judgment  of  my  fellow-citizens.  Believe  me, 
when  I assure  you  1 feel  myself, 

“ Your  most  faithful  and  obliged  servant, 
n Sir  J.  W.  Anderson."  “ Nelson." 

The  inferior  tributes  of  private  individuals 
must  not  be  forgotten.  A gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Davison,  with  a liberality  and  spirit  equalling 
the  character  of  a prince  rather  than  that  of  a 

ty-two  pound  shot,  twelve  hundred  and  forty  twenty-four- 
pound  ditto,  one  hundred  eighteen-pound  ditto,  and  two  hun- 
dred twelve-pound  ditto : although  much  damaged,  she  was 
in  a very  short  period  ready  for  sea." 

This  was  the  last  engagement  in  which  Sir  Edward  had  tbe 
power  of  particularly  shewing  his  gallantry  during  that  war; 
and  since  the  commencement  of  the  present,  he  has  held  no 
command,  till  he  was  appointed  to  the  Agamemnon  of  sixty- 
four  guns,  in  which  ship  he  was  present  at  the  late  glorious 
action  off  Cape  Trafalgar. 
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private  gentleman,  not  only  presented  his  lord- 
ship,  and  all  the  captains  under  his  command, 
with  a gold  medal,  but  extended  his  liberality  to 
every  individual  serving  on  board  the  fleet,  by 
bestowing  on  each  a medal  of  silver,  gilt  metal, 
or  copper,  according  to  their  different  ranks.* 

* A variety  of  medals  were  struck  on  the  occasion ; that 
presented  by  his  majesty  displayed  a happy  union  of  elegance, 
grace,  and  simplicity — a representation  of  Victory,  in  the 
act  of  crowning  Britannia  with  a laurel  wreath. 

The  reverse  incloses,  by  two  branches,  one  of  oak  and  the 
other  of  laurel,  each  respective  name,  which  is  afterwards  en- 
graved in  the  centre,  with  this  motto — “ In  memory  oy 
THE  DEFEAT  OF  THE  FRENCH  FLEET  ON  THE  COAST  OF 
Egypt."  The  medal  was  executed  hy  Louis  Pingo,  Esq. 
principal  engraver  of  his  majesty's  royal  mbit,  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  who  was  the  first  artist  of  this  description  in  Europe, 
and  consequently  in  the  world.  The  beauty  of  its  execution  is, 
indeed,  in  the  fullest  sense,  inimitable — worthy  at  once  of  the 
royal  donor,  the  exquisite  artist,  and  the  glorious  occasion. 

On  the  medals  struck  by  order  of  Mr.  Davison,  the  allego- 
rical figure  of  Hope  was  represented  on  the  obverse,  with  the 
emblem  proper,  standing  on  a rugged  rock,  with  an  olive-branch 
in  her  right  baud',  and  supporting  by  her  left  arm  the  profde  of 
Lord  Nelson,  on  a medallion,  to  which  she  is  pointing  with  her 
lore-finger.  Hope  is  crowned  with  oak  and  laurel,  and  the 
motto  to  the  medallion  is — “ Europe’s  hope,  and  Britain's 
glory.” — These  words  express  the  real  feelings  of  the  surround- 
ing nations,  and  the  boast  of  this  happy  island.  The  legend, 
“ Rear-admiral  Lord  Viscount  Nelson  of  the  Nila." 

The  reverse  represents  the  French  fleet  at  anchor  in  the  bay 
of  Ahoukir,  and  the  British  fleet  advancing  to  the  attack.  The 
fortified  islands  in  the  enemy's  van,  the  four  frigates  that  were 
moored  witiun  tlie  line,  to  cover  their  flank,  and  the  gun-I>oats 
near  the  island — the  setting-sun — the  coast  of  Egypt — the 
mouth  of  the  Nile — and  the  castle  of  Aboukir.  The  legcud— * 
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The  captains  also  who  commanded  the  different 
ships  under  his  orders  presented  him  with  a 
magnificent  sword,  made  purposely  on  the  occa- 
sion, the  hilt  of  which,  as  an  appropriate  and 
emblematical  device,  represented  a crocodile. 
But  amidst  the  multitude  of  affectionate  and 
valuable  gifts  offered  to  his  lordship  upon  the 
preceding  occasion,  we  must  not  omit  to  men- 
tion a very  singular  one  made  him  by  Captain 
Hallowell,  who  commanded  the  Svviftsure,  at  the 

“ Almighty  God  has  blessed  his  majesty's  arms.”  Beneath 
the  view — “ Victory  of  the  Nile,  August  1,  17J)S." 

This  noble  and  disinterested  instance  of  private  munificence 
needs  no  panegyric:  we  scarcely  know  which  most  to  ap^utd, 
tile  heart,  which,  overflowing  with  the  warmest  sensations  of 
private  friendship,  hath  paid  this  public  aud  noble  tribute  to 
it,  or  that  truly  patriotic  spirit,  which,  warmed  by  the  glory 
and  lame  of  his  countrymen,  has  used  such  classical  and  accu- 
rate means  of  banding  down  to  posterity  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances and  particulars  of  an  event,  the  outlines,  at  least,  of 
which  must  be  remembered  till  time  shall  be  no  more. 

Scgnius  irritant  animns  demissa  per  anres, 

Quam  quae  sunt  oculis  submissa  lhlclibus. 

A third  displayed  on  the  obverse — 'Religion  supporting  the 
bust  of  Admiral  Nelson,  with  her  right  hand  resting  upon  a 
cross  and  skull:  near  her  is  the  British  lion,  defending  the 
Irish  harp:  in  the  back  ground  a pyramid  and  palm-tree,  to 
mark  the  country  where  the  victory  was  obtained — Legend, 
“ Nothing  can  oppose  virtue  and  courage.’’ 

On  the  reverse  was  represented  an  anchor,  on  which  were 
the  royal  arms  of  England,  surrounded  with  a laurel,  and  a 
scroll,  bearing  tins  motto — “ Praise  be  to  God — November 
S 9,  1798.”  Above,  the  eye  of  Proiidenre,  deuoting  its  influ- 
ence and  favour. — Legend,  “ Under  this  sign  you  shall  con- 
quer.” 
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battle  of  the  Nile.  A variety  of  trivial  article*, 
valuable  only  as  symbols  of  the  affection  and  at- 
' t-iition  they  displayed,  and  not  on  account  of 
their  intrinsic  worth,  formed  out  of  the  wreck 
of  I’Orient,  had  been  sent  to  his  lordship  by 
different  officers  under  his  orders.  Captain  Hal- 
lowell’s  present  was  a coffin,  made  out  of  the 
main-mast,  and  accompanied  by  the  following 
note: 

“Sib,  “ Sw  ift  sure,  August,  179S- 

“ ! have  taken  the  liberty  of  presenting  you  a coffin,  made 
of  the  main-mast  of  1' Orient,  that  when  you  have  finished 
your  military  career  in  this  world,  you  may  be  buried  in  one 
of  yqui  trophies  ; but  that  that  period  may  be  far  distant,  is 
the^P^rrt  wish  of  your  sincere  friend, 

" Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  “ B.  Hallo  well." 

“ Rear-admiral  of  the  Blue,  See." 

This  very  extraordinary  present  was  received 
by  his  lordship  with  the  utmost  cordiality  and 
affection;  in  so  great  a degree  is  he  said  to  have 
been  pleased  with  the  singularity  which  suggest- 
ed the  gift,  that  he  is  reported  to  have  kept  it 
constantly  ttfith  him  in  the  great  cabin,  for  a con- 
siderable space  of  time;  nor  was  it  without  much 
apparent  reluctance,  that  ho  at  length  consented 
to  have  it  removed  from  its  station. 

Foreign  countries  were  equally  munificent. 
The  Grand  Seignior,*  forgetting  that  disinclina- 

* Immediately  011  receiving  the  news  of  the  victory  off  the 
Mouth  of  the  Nile,  the  Grand  Seignior  directed  a superb  dia 
mond  aigrette  (called  a chelcngk,  or  plume  of  triumph)  taken 
from  one  of  the  imperial  turbans,  to  be  sent  to  Admiral  Sir 
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tion  to  reward  any  person  professing  a different 
religion,  a disinclination  which  had,  through  long 

Horatio  Nelson,  together  with  a piece  of  sable  far,  of  the  first 
quality.  He  also  directed  a purse  of  two  thousand  sequins  to 
be  distributed  among  the  British  seamen  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  the  Nile.  The  presents  were  conveyed  to  Sir  Horatio  in  a 
Turkish  frigate ; and  a note  was  delivered  to  Nr.  Smith,  his 
majesty  's  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  Porte,  upon  this  oc- 
casion, of  which  the  following  is  a translation : 

“ It  is  but  lately  that,  by  a written  communication,  it  has 
been  made  known  how  much  the  Sublime  Porte  rejoiced  at 
the  first  advice  received  of  the  English  squadron  having  de- 
feated the  French  squadron,  off  Alexandria,  in  Egypt.  By 
recent  accounts,  comprehending  a specific  detail  of  the  action, 
it  appears  now  more  positive  tiiat  his  Britannic  Majesty's  fleet 
has  actually  destroyed,  by  that  action,  the  best  ships  tire  French 
had  in  their  possession.  This  joyful  event,  therefore,  laying 
this  empire  under  an  obligation,  and  the  service  rendered  by 
our  much-esteemed  friend.  Admiral  Nelson,  on  this  occasion 
being  of  a nature  to  call  for  public  acknowledgment,  his  im- 
perial majesty,  the  powerful,  formidable,  and  most  magnifi- 
ficcnt  Grand  Seignior,  has  destined  as  a present,  in  his  impe- 
rial name,  to  die  said  admiral,  a diamond  aigrette  (chelengk) 
and  a sable  fur  with  broad  sieeves;  besides  two  thousand  se- 
quins, to  be  distributed  among  the  wounded  of  bis  crew.  And 
as  the  English  minister  is  constantly  zealous  to  contribute,  by 
his  endeavours,  to  the  increase  of  friendship  between  the  two 
courts,  it  is  hoped  he  will  uot  tail  to  make  known  this  circum- 
stance to  his  court,  and  to  solicit  the  permission  of  the  most 
powerful  and  august  king  of  England,  for  the  said  admiral  to 
put  on,  and  wear  the  said  aigrette  and  pelice." 

[Chron.  Ann.  Keg.  1798.  p.  88. 

Dated  September  8,  1798.] 

The  presents  made  by  the  Grand  Seignior  to  Lord  Nelson 
were  brought  to  Naples  by  an  effendi,  or  secretary,  in  the 
Alcmcne  frigate,  which  sailed  last  from  Alexandria,  His  lord- 
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habit,  grown  nearly  into  a fixed  principle,  sent 
him  a magnificent  diamond  aigrette,  and  a robe 

ship  says,  that  the  effendi  and  his  suit,  thirteen  in  number,  per- 
formed their  part  with  great  gravity  and  dignity ; they  put  on 
their  noble  robes  in  his  anti-chamber,  and  presented  the  aigrette 
on  cushions,  after  the  oriental  custom.  The  robe  is  scarlet 
cloth,  lined  with  the  finest  sable  imaginable,  and  of  inestimable 
value.  The  aigrette  is  a kind  of  feather:  it  represents  a hand 
with  thirteen  fingers,  which  are  of  diamonds,  and  allusive  to 
the.  thirteen  ships  taken  and  destroyed  at  Alexandria;  the  size, 
that  of  a child’s  band  about  six  years  old,  when  opeued.  The 
teufre  diamond,  aud  the  four  round  it,  may  lie  worth  about 
1000/.  each,  and  there  are  about  three  hundred  others  well 
set. — With  these  two  presents  were  several  others  of  less  value, 
and  a letter  full  of  assurances  of  friendship  from  the  Grand 
Seignior. 

In  respect  to  the  description  just  given,  it  is  in  some  mea- 
sure correct,  but  in  many  points  inadequate  to  the  purpose  of 
conveying  a proper  idea  of  the  ornament.  The  translation  of 
the  Grand  Seignior's  letter,  which  accompanied  the  present,  is 
as  extraordinary  as  it  is  singular. 

“ Constantinople,  3d  Oct  17.08. 

" A superb  aigrette,  of  w hich  the  marginal  sketch  gives-bul 
an  imperfect  idea,  called  a chclcugk,  or  plume  of  triumph, 
such  as  has  been,  upon  every  famous  and  memorable  success 
of  the  Ottoman  anus,  conferred  upon  victorious  Mussulmcn, 
Sctaskicrs,  I believe  never  before  upon  a disbeliever,  as  the 
ne  j>! u*  ultra  of  personal  honour,  separate  front  oitirial  dignity. 
The  one  in  question  is  entitled  ricli  in  its  kind,  being  a blaze 
of  brilliants,  crowned  with  a vibrating  plumage,  and  a radiant 
star  in  the  middle,  turning  on  its  centre  by  means  of  watch- 
work,  which  winds  up  behind.  This  badge  was  absolutely 
taken  from  one  of  the  im|>erial  turbans,  and  can  hardly,  ac- 
cording to  the  ideas  of  such  insignia  here,  be  considered  as  less 
than  equivalent  to  the  first  order  of  chivalry  in  Christendom — 
such  at  least  was  mv  view  iu  Lite  indication." 

* J 
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of  honour,  which  had  never  before  been  bestow- 
ed, except  on  Mussulmen  who,  by  their  exploits. 

As  connected  with  the  honour  just  mentioned,  we  must  an- 
nex the  following  augmentation  made  to  the  arms  and  sup- 
porters which  lie  already  liore,  and  which  latter  he  had  been 
authorised  to  use,  on  his  being  created  a knight  of  the  Bath. 

« Tfie  king  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  and  grant  to 
the  Right  Hon.  Horatio  Baron  Nelson  of  the  Nile,  and  of  Burn- 
ham Thorpe  in  the  county  of  Norti  -k,  rear-admiral  of  the  blue 
squadiou  of  bis  majesty's  fleet,  and  K.  B.  in  consideration  of 
the  great  zeal,  courage,  and  perseverance  manifested  by  him 
upon  divers  occasions,  and  particularly  of  his  abie  and  gallant 
conduct  in  the  glorious  and  decisive  victory  obtained  over  the 
French  fleet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  on  the  1st  of  August  last, 
his  royal  licence  and  authority  that  he  and  his  issue  may  bear 
the  following  honourable  augmentations  to  bis  armorial  ensign, 
viz.  a chief  undulated  argent,  thereon  waves  of  the  sea,  from  which 
a palm-tree  isivant  between  a disabled  ship  on  the  dexter  and  a ruin- 
ous battery  on  the  sinister,  all  proper ; and  for  his  crest,  on  a naval 
crown,  or,  the  chtlengk  or  plume  oj  triumph,  presented  to  him  by 
the  Grand  Seignior,  as  a mark  of  his  high  esteem,  and  of  his 
sense  of  fee  gallant  conduct  of  fee  said  Horatio  Baron  Nelson, 
in  the  said  glorious  and  decisive  victory,  with  the  motto— Pal- 
mam  qui  meruit  ferat;  and  to  his  supporters,  being  a sailor  on 
the  dexter,  and  a lion  on  the  sinister,  the  honourable  augmen- 
tations following,  viz.— in  the  hand  of  the  sailor  a palm-branch, 
and  another  in  the  paw  of  the  lion,  both  proper,  with  the  addition 
of  a tricoloured  fag  and  staff  in  the  mouth  of  the  latter-  which 
augmentations  to  the  supporters  to  be  borne  by  the  said  Hora- 
tio Baron  Nelson,  and  by  those  to  whom  ihe  said  dignity  shall 
descend  in  virtue  of  his  majesty’s  letters  patent  of  ureation; 
and  that  the  same  may  be  first  duly  exemplified,  according  to 
fee  laws  of  anas,  and  recorded  in  the  heralds'  office ; and  also 
to  order  that  his  majesty's  said  concession,  and  especial  mark- 
0f  fab  roval  favour,  be  registered  in  his  college  at  arms." 

1 , - London  Gazette,  Nov.  1798*. 
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had  acquired  the  highest  renown.  The  gift  of 
the  dowager  Sultana,  which  accompanied  the 
former,  was  a valuable  diamond  ornament,  re- 
presenting a rose : and  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
not  to  be  outdone  by  his  quondam  enemy,  sent 
him  a gold  box,  set  with  jewels,  and  of  the  esti- 
mated value  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds.  The  kings  of  Naples  and  Sardinia,  the 
island  of  Zante,  and  the  city  of  Palermo,  were 
each,  according  to  their  several  abilities,  equally 
liberal  in  their  testimonies  of  gratitude.  The  lat- 
ter presented  him  with  the  freedom  of  their  city, 
by  which  honour  he  became  a grandee  of  Spain. 
The  king  of  Naples  in  particular,  in  considera- 
tion not  only  of  the  obligations  under  which,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  powers  at  war  with 
France,  the  preceding  victory  had  laid  him,  and 
which  were  afterwards  most  highly  increased 
by  the  peculiar  situation  to  which  that  monarch 
was  reduced,  hut  of  the  exertions  afterwards 
made  by  his  lordship  to  serve,  and  support  him 
in  his  distress,  presented  him,  among  many 
other  valuable  gifts  of  inferior  note,  with  a su- 
perb diamond-hilted  sword,  valued  at  five  thou- 
sand pounds.*  The  present  was  the  more  flat- 
tering and  appropriate,  on  account  of  its  having 
been  the  original  sword  given  to  the  king  of 

• He  received  from  the  king  of  Sardinia  a box  set  with  dia- 
monds, acccompanied  with  a most  affectionate  letter;  and  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  bland  of  Xante,  a gold-headed  sword 
and  cane,  as  an  acknowledgment,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
battle  of  the  Nile  they  could  Sot  have  been  liberated  from 
french  cruelty. 
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Naples  by  Charles  the  Third,  on  his  departure 
to  Spain,  accompanied  by  the  following  remark: 
**■  With  this  sword  I conquered  the  kingdom, 
which  I now  resign  to  thee.  It  ought  in  future 
to  be  possessed  by  the  first  defender  of  the  same, 
or  by  him  who  restoreth  it  to  thee,  in  case  it 
should  ever  be  lost.”  Nor  was  this  the  only 
part  of  his  royal  favour,  for  in  the  ensuing  year, 
after  the  happy  expulsion  of  the  French  anar- 
chists from  his  capital,  he  settled  on  his  lord- 
ship,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  an  estate  in  the 
island  of  Sicily,  valued  at  three  thousand  pounds 
annually,  the  possession  of  which  conferred  on 
him,  as  an  annexed  honour,  the  title  of  Duke 
ef  Bronte.* 

* The  editor  of  a new  edition  of  the  British  Peerage,  har- 
ing, on  the  suggestion  of  a learned  friend,  taken  the  liberty  of 
writing  to  his  lordship,  then  cruizing  in  the  Mediterranean, 
transmitted  him  the  following  remark  on  the  origin  of  his  title. 
“ Wlien  the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  conferred,  the  additional 
title  of  Bronte  upon  that  gallant  lord,  as  a reward  for  the  pro- 
tection which  his  fleet  allbrdcd  to  his  dominions,  he,  perhaps, 
was  not  aware  of  its  appropriate  meaning.  It  is  the  Greek 
v ord  for  thunder.  The  name  of  the  individual  Cyclops,  who 
is  represented  in  poetic  fable  as  forging  the  thunder  of  Jupiter, 
was  Bronte.  His  residence  was  of  course  at  /Etna,  in  the  island 
of  Sicily.”  To  this  intimation  his  lordship,  with  liis  usual 
affability  and  attention,  immediately  returned  the  following 
polite  answer:  • 

. “Sir,  Victory,  at  Sea,  Oct.  13, 1S04. 

“ I am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  August  22d.  Your  ob- 
servation with  regard  to  the  dukedom  of  Broute  in  Sicily,  I 
take  to  be  perfectly  just;  uud  1 cannot,  therefore,  have  any 
objection  to  your  making  what  use  of  it  you  think  proper. 
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Such  were  the  affectionate,  and,  in  most  in* 
stances,  munificent  testimonies  which  the  poten- 
tates, the  princes,  the  corporate  bodies,  and  the 
private  individuals  of  different  countries,  from 
the  frigid,  to  the  torrid  zone,  from  the  Caspian, 
to  the  Atlantic,  gratefully  offered  to  the  worth 
of  the  noble  admiral. 

Notwithstanding  the  naval  power  of  the 
enemy  had  received  so  fatal  a blow,  the  presence 
of  his  lordship  still  continued  indispensably  ne- 
cessary in  those  seas.  The  objects  of  his  atten- 
tion were  multifarious,  but  he  found  such  suffi- 
cient resources  in  his  own  abilities  that  he 
was  not  under  the  necessity  of  neglecting  any 

“ I will  not  fafl  sending  the  gazette  to  Rome  bv  tbe  first 
opportunity,  and  desiring  you  will  believe  uie  thankful  for 
your  kind  wishes,  I remain, 

“ Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

“ Nelson  and  Buonte." 

“ Mr.  J.  Debrett.” 

The  paper  alluded  to  hi  the  gallant  nobleman's  letter  was 
the  Calcutta  Gazette  Extraordinary,  of  February  27,  1803, 
containing  the  speech  of  the  Marquis  W ellesley  iu  the  college 
of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  on  distributing  the  prize- medals 
and  honorary  rewards  to  those  young  gentlemen  who  had 
excelled  in  oriental  learning.  It  was  addressed  to  the  very 
learned  society  of  the  De  Propaganda  Fide,  at  Rome,  who  have 
enriched  the  world  with  many  valuable  oriental  works. 

The  preceding  correspondence  would  perhaps  be  uninterest- 
ing in  die  life  of  any  other  person;  but  the  ease  is  materially 
different  with  respect  to  so  great  a. character  as  that  of  Lord 
Nelson.  Indeed,  in  110  instance  whatever  was  affability  ever 
shewn  more  strongly  conjoined  with  other  qualities  to  com- 
plete the  character  of  a gieat  man. 
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of  them.  The  blockade  of  Malta,  the  protection 
of  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and  the  pre- 
vention of  any  desultory  mischief  that  could  be 
effcted  by  the  remnant  of  the  French  force  which 
had  escaped  from  Aboukir,  all  in  their  turn  de- 
manded his  diligence,  as  well  as  his  activity ; so 
that  were  we  to  content  ourselves  with  rapidly 
passing  over  events  great  in  themselves,  though 
more  quiescent  than  the  tremendous  scenes  in 
which  his  lordship  had  before  been  engaged,  we 
might  in  three  lines  briefly  state,  that  no  emer- 
gency was  left  unprovided  for,  no  service  neglect- 
ed, and  that  no  single  event,  in  which  either  Lord 
Nelson  himself,  or  those  under  his  orders,  were 
concerned,  proved  unsuccessful.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever, persuade  ourselves  that  such  apparent  haste 
could  be  tolerated.  The  blockade  of  Malta,  and 
its  dependencies,  was  confided  to  Captain,  now  Sir 
Alexander  Ball,  and  on  the  a8th  of  October,  the 
island  of  Goza  having  surrendered,  was  taken  pos- 
session of  for  his  Sicilian  majesty.*  The  foregoing 
was,  however,  only  the  forerunner  of  more  serious 
and  important  success.  The  armies  of  France  had 
overran  nearly  the  whole  of  Italy,  and  the  King  of 
Naples  was  in  the  month  of  December  reduced  to 

* " Vanguard,  at  Sea,  November  ist. 

'*  Mr  Loro, 

" I have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a letter  received  from 
Captain  Ball , dated  Octobt  r 30th,  together  with  the  capitulation 
ef  the  castle  of  Goza,  and  a list  of  ordnance,  &c.  found  in  it. 
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the  dire  necessity  of  quitting  his  capital,  and  re- 
pairing on  board  the  Vanguard  as  a place  of  re- 

'fhe  prisoners  are  embarked  in  the  Vanguard  and  Minotaur, 
till  I can  get  a vessel  to  send  them  to  France.  Captain  Hall, . 
with  three  sail  of  the  line,  a frigate,  and  fireship,  is  entrusted 
with  the  blockade  of  Malta,  in  which  are  two  sail  of  the  line 
and  three  frigates,  ready  for  sea  ; and  from  the  experience  I 
have  had  of  Captain  Ball’s  zeal,  activity,  and  ability,  I have 
no  doubt  but  that  in  due  time  I shall  have  the  honour  of  send- 
ing you  a good  account  of  the  Freuch  in  the  town  of  Valetta. . 
1 am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

“ Your  lordship’s 

" Most  obedient  servant, 

" Admiral  Earl  St.  Vincent.’’  “ Horatio  Nelson.” 

“ Alexander,  oft  Malta,  October  20th. 

u SIR, 

“ I have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  commandant 
of  the  French  troops  in  the  castle  of  Goza,  signed  the  capitu- 
lation on  the  28th  instant,  which  you  had  approved.  I ordered 
Captain  Cresswell,  of  the  Marines,  to  take  possession  of  it  in  the 
name  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  his  Majesty’s  colours  were 
hoisted.  The  next  day  the  place  was  delivered  up  in  form  to 
the  deputies  of  the  island,  his  Sicilian  majesty’s  colours  hoist- 
ed, and  be  acknowledged  their  lawful  sovereign. 

“ 1 embarked  yesterday  all  the  French  officers  and  men,  who 
were  on  the  island  of  Goza,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
seventeen.  1 enclose  the  articles  of  capitulation,  and  an  inven- 
tory of  the  arms  and  ammunition  found  in  the  castle ; part  of, 
which  I directed  to  be  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Maltese,  who. 
are  in  arms  against  the  French.  There  were  three  thousand 
two  hundred  sacks  of  com  in  the  castle,  which  will  be  a great 
relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  are  much  in  want  of  that  article. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &e. 

(Signed)  “ Aux.  John  Ball  ”• 
“ Rear-Admiral  Sir  HL  Nelson.” 
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fuge  from  his  enemies.  No  time  was  however 
lost  in  forming  the  best  arrangements  possible  for 

Article*  of  Capitulation  between  Alexander  John  Ball,  e*q. 
Captain  of  his  Majesty’s  Ship  the  Alexander,  appointed 
to  conduct  the  Blockade  of  Malta,  under  Rear-Ad  niral 
Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  K.  B.  or  the  part  of  Great  B itain, 
and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lockey,  Aju.  de  Batt.  Com* 
mander  of  the  French  troops  in  the  Castle  of  Goza. 

ist.  The  French  troops  shall  march  out  of  the  castle  of  Goza 
with  the  honours  of  war,  and  shall  lay  down  their  arms  as  they 
get  out  of  the  gate. 

2d.  The  castle  of  Goza,  with  all  the  military  implements  and 
stores,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  the  British  officer  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  them. 

3d.  The  French  officers  and  troops  shall  be  protected  in 
their  persons  and  effects,  and  the  officers  allowed  to  retain  their 
side-arms.  They  shall  be  embarked  immediately  on  board  his 
Britannic  majesty’s  ships,  and  sent  to  France,  in  transports,  at 
the  expense  of  the  French  government.  They  are  not  to  serve 
against  his  Britannic  majesty,  or  his  allies,  during  the  war, 
until  regularly  exchanged. 

Rear-Admiral  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  K.  B,  has  entered  into 
articles  with  the  inhabitants  of  Goza,  that  if  the  French  sur- 
render to  the  British,  they  shad  be  considered  as  under  their 
protection,  and  they  will  not  offer  them  the  smallest  insult  or 
molestation. 

Signed  28th  of  Oct.  1798.  Alex.  John  Ball,  Captain 

of  his  Britannic  majesty’s 
ship  Alexander. 

Lockey,  Aju.  de  Battailon. 

Approved,  Horatio  Nelson. 

Extract  of  Articles  found  in  the  Castle  of  Goza,  the  28th  of 
October. 

Fifty  barrels  of  powder,  nine  thousand  ball-cartridges,  one 
thousand  musket  cartridges  without  ball,  one  thousand  flints, 
N 2 
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making  head  against  the  rebels,  and  reinstating 
the  monarch  on  his  throne,  A project  of  such 
magnitude  and  importance,  necessarily  required 
a considerable  space  of  time,  ere  the  proper  dis- 
positions could  be  made  for  bringing  it  to  perfec- 
tion ; and  the  summer  approached  before  his  lord- 
ship  was  in  a condition  to  undertake  offensive  mea- 
sures. In  the  midst  of  his  preparations,  he  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  being  continually  on  his  guard 
against  the  introduction  of  any  succours,  either  into 
Italy,  or  Malta,  by  means  of  the  few  ships  of  war 
which  still  remained  to  France  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. As  the  seas  and  coasts  requiring  his  care 
were  extensive,  and  the  ships  he  commanded  far 
from  numerous,  the  greater  circumspection  was 
necessary,  but  his  diligence  amply  supplied  the 
want  of  numbers. 

In  the  month  of  May,  having  been  advanced  to 
the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  he  shifted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Foudroyant ; and  during  the 

thirty-eight  eighteen, pound  cartridges,  filled,  one  hundred  and 
forty,  twelve-pound  ditto,  four  hundred  and  fifty,  six-pound 
ditto,  two  hundred  and  uxty-eight,  four-pound  ditto,  twenty- 
five,  three-pound  ditto,  eighty-eight  two-pound  ditto,  eighteen, 
eighteen-pounder  guns,  good,  and  two  hundred  shot,  two, 
twelve-pounder  guns,  good,  and  nine  hundred  shot,  four,  six- 
pounders,  good,  and  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-five 
shot;  four  hundred  hand-grenades,  filled,  ninety-nine  pikes, 
and  ninety  halberts;  three  thousand  two  hundred  sacks  of  com. 

N.  B.  No  small  arms,  except  those  laid  down  by  the  French 
troops. 
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two  succeeding  months,  was  unremittingly  em" 
ployed  in  the  re-conquest  of  the  Neapolitan  terri- 
tories, and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  hordes, 
not  only  from  the  southern  parts  of  Italy,  but  the 
papal  states  also.*  On  his  arrival  at  Naples,  the 

* The  various  leading  events  in  which  his  lordship  was  con- 
cerned, and  which  he  so  happily  brought  to  a glorious  termina- 
tion, during  this  period  of  his  service,  cannot  be  more  concise- 
ly or  interestingly  given,  than  by  the  insertion  of  the  following 
official  correspondence. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  K.  B. 
to  Evan  Nepean,  Esq.  dated  Bay  of  Naples,  27th  of  June. 

“ I am  happy  in  being  able  to  congratulate  their  lordships 
on  the  possession  of  the  city  of  Naples.  St.  Elmo  is  yet  in 
the  hands  of  the  French ; but  the  castles  of  Ovo  and  Nuovo  I 
took  possession  of  last  evening,  and  his  Sicilian  majesty's  co- 
lours are  now  flying  on  them.” 

Extract  of  another  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Lord  Nelson, 
dated  Bay  of  Naples,  14th  of  July. 

“ Herewith  i have  the  honour  of  sending  you  copies  of  my 
letters  to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  the  capitulation  granted 
to  the  French  in  St.  Elmo.  All  the  chief  rebtls  are  now  on 
board  his  majesty’s  fleet.  Capua  and  Gaieta  will  very  soon  be 
in  our  possession,  when  the  kingdom  will  be  liberated  from 
anarchy  and  misery. 

"MyLoib,  “Foudroyant,  Bay  of  Naples,  ijthofjuly. 

“ I have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  surrender  of  Fort 
St.  Elmo,  (on  theterms  of  the  enclosed  capitulation),  after  open 
batteries  of  eight  days,  during  which  lime  our  heavy  batteries 
were  advanced  withinone  hundred  and  eighty  yar.  sol  tne  ...  ch. 
The  very  great  strength  of  St.  Elmo,  and  its  more  iormidab!e 
position,  will  mark  with  what  fortitude,  perseverance,  and  ac. 
tivity,  she  combined  forces  must  have  acted;  Captain  Trou- 
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prospect  of  public  affairs  was  as  disastrous  as  it 
possibly  could  be;  the  troops  of  France  were  in 

bridge  was  the  officer  selected  for  the  command  of  all  the  forcea 
landed  from  the  squadron  ; Captain  Bill  assisted  him  for  seven 
days,  till  his  services  were  wanted  at  Malt;',  when  his  place  was 
ably  supplied  by  Captain  Hallowell,  an  officer  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished merit,  and  to  whom  Captain  Troubridge  expresses 
the  highest  obligation.  Captain  Hood,  with  a garr  son  for  the 
castle  of  Nuovo,  and  to  keep  good  order  in  tne  capital,  an  ar- 
duous task  at  that  time,  was  also  landed  from  the  squadron;  and 
I have  the  pleasure  to  ted  you,  that  no  capital  is  more  quiet 
than  Naples.  1 transmit  you  Captain  Trounridge’a  letter  to 
me,  with  returns  of  killed  and  wounded;  1 have  also  to  stale 
to  your  lord  hip,  that  although  the  abilities  and  resources  of  my 
brave  friend  T roubridge  are  well  known  to  ali  the  world,  yet 
even  he  had  difficulties  tastruggle  with  in  every  way,  which  the 
state  of  the  capital  will  easily  bring  to  your  idea,  that  has  raise4 
his  great  character  even  higher  than  it  was  before. 

“ I am,  &e. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Keith,  “ Nbison.’* 

commander  in  chief,  &c,” 

“ Mv  Lord,  " Foudroyant,  Naples  Bay,  July  17th. 

" His  Sicilian  majesty  arrived  in  this  Bay  on  the  10th,  and 
immediately  hoisted  his  standard  on  board  the  Foudtoyant, 
where  his  majesty  still  remains  with  all  his  ministers. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be, 

“ Nelson.” 

. . Admiralty-office,  Sept,  3,  1799. 

Dispatches,  of  which  the  following  are  copies,  were  this 
morning  received  by  Mr.  Nepean,  from  Rear-admiral  Lord 
Nelson,  commanding  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
Mediterranean,  . 
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quiet  possession  of  the  castle  of  St.  Elmo,  and  all 
the  other  different  fortresses  which  defended  the 

“ Sir,  “ Foudroyant,  Bay  of  Naples,  August  ur. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  copies  of  my  letter  to 
the  commander  in  chief,  with  its  several  enclosures,  and  most 
sincerely  congratulate  their  lordships  on  the  entire  liberation  of 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  from  French  robbers,  for  by  no  other 
name  can  they  be  called,  for  their  conduct  in  this  kingdom. 
This  happy  event  will  not,  I am  sure,  be  the  less  acceptable, 
from  being  principally  brought  about  by  part  of  the  crews  of 
his  majesty’s  ships  under  my  orders,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Troubridgc.  His  merits  speak  for  themselves;  his 
own  modesty  makes  it  my  duty  to  state,  that  to  him  alone  is 
the  chief  merit  due.  The  commendation  bestowed  on  the  brave 
and  excellent  Captain  Hallowell,  will  not  escape  their  lordships’ 
notice,  any  more  than  the  exceeding  good  conduct  of  Captain 
Oswald,  Colonel  Strickland,  Captain  Cresswell,  to  whom  I or- 
dered the  temporary  rank  of  major,  and  all  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  marine  corps;  also  the  party  of  the  artillery,  and  the  of- 
ficers and  men  landed  from  the  Portuguese  squadron. 

“ I must  not  omit  to  state  tha  t Captain  Hood,  with  a garrison 
ofseamen  in  Castle  Nuovo,  has  forthese  five  weeks  very  much 
contributed  to  the  peace  of  the  capital ; and  Naples,  I am  told, 
was  never  more  quiet  than  under  his  directions. 

I send  Captain  Oswald,  of  the  Perseus  bomb,  with  this 
letter;  and  I have  put  Lieutenant  Henry  Compton  (who  has 
served  with  me  since  January  1796,)  as  a lieutenant,  into  the 
■Perseus,  and  I beg  leave  to  recommend  those  two  officers  as 
'highly  meriting  promotion. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

« Nelson.” 

“ My  Lord,  “ Foudroyant,  Bay  of  Naples,  1st  August. 

**  I have  the  honour  to  transmit  you  a copy  of  Captain 
Troubridge’s  letter  to  me,  and  the  capitulation  of  Capua  and 
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city ; the cardinal  Ruffohad  moreover  ignominious- 
ly  signed  a disgraceful  armistice  and  convention, 
not  only  with  the  French  general,  but  also  with  the 
Neapolitan  rebels.  The  terms  of  the  treaty,  how- 
ever, which  had  been  agreed  to  with  the  Prince 
Carracioli  and  others,  who  were  the  principal  lead- 
ers of  the  revolution,  Lord  Nelson  refused  to  ac- 
cede to,  and  a motley,  but  spirited  army,  compos- 
ed of  English,  Russians,  Turks,  Portuguese,  and 
Italians,  immediately  commenced  ofTensise  opera- 
tions. Such  was  the  activity  of  these  confederated 
friends,  such  was  the  assistance  rendered  them  by 
Lord  Nelson,  and  the  officers  under  to  command, 
that  on  the  12th  of  July,  the  batteries  of  the  be- 
siegers being  then  ready  to  open ; tl  guns  of  St. 
Elmo,  which  was  the  1 1st  forr  that  re  ;strd,  nearly 
all  dismounted,  and  the  defences  u y much  da- 
maged j the  garrison  proposed  to  capitulate,  on 

Gaeta,  Arc.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Captain 
Troubridge  for  h.s  wonderful  exertion  in  bringi.  g about  these 
happy  events,  and  in  so  short  a space  of  time ; Captain  Hal. 
lowell  has  also  tbe  greatest  merit ; Captain  Oswald,  whom  I 
send  to  England  with  a copy  of  my  letter,  is  an  officer  moat 
highly  deserving  promotion.  I have  put  Lieutenant  Compton, 
who  has  served  as  a lieutenant  with  me  from  January  1796, 
in  the  Perseus  bomb,  in  his  room,  and  whom  I recommend  to 
your  lordship. 

“ I sincerely  congratulate  your  lordship  on  the  entire  libe- 
ration of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  from  a band  of  robbers,  and 
am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Ax. 

“ Right  Hon.  Lord  Keith,  com. 
mander  in  chief,  Ac.” 


“ Nelson.” 
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condition  oflaying  down  their  arms,  embarking 
for  France,  and  submitting  to  be  prisoners  of  war 
on  their  parole,  until  they  were  regularly  cxchan- 
ed.  Foreseeing  the  event,  his  Sicilian  majesty,  in 
compliance  with  his  lordship’s  wishes,  quitted  Pa- 
lermo, and  arrived  off  Naples  two  days  before  the 
surrender  took  place.  On  the  13th,  having  hoist- 
ed his  standard  on  board  the  Foudroyant,  in  the 
bay  of  Naples,  he  had  again  the  satisfaction  of  be- 
holding his  metropolis  reverted  back  to  the  domi- 
nion of  its  lawful  sovereign.  On  this  occasion  he- 
justly  and  affectionately  complimented  Lord  Nel- 
son, by  saying,  “ that  he  had  re-conquered  his 
kingdom  for  him,  and  placed  him  once  more  on 
the  throne  of  his  ancestors.” 

Although  much  had  already  been  done,  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Neapolitan  kingdom  required  a conti- 
nuance of  exertions  to  place  them  in  a state  of  per- 
manent tranquillity ; Capua  and  Gaeta,  which  still 
remained  in  the  poig£sion  of  Fiance,  were  as  yet 
to  be  reduced;  theffftvere  attacked;  attack  and 
conquest  became  almost  synonimous  terms.  The 
garrison  of  Capua  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war, 
but  to  that  of  Gaeta  the  more  favourable  terms 
were  allowed,  in  consequence  of  the  fortress  being 
only  blockaded,  and  not  besieged,  that  its  defen- 
ders should  be  at  perfect  liberty  from  the  hour  they 
were  landed  in  France.  In  both  these  capitula- 
tions, the  true  spirit  ot  French  friendship,  and  the 
extreme  danger  of  accepting  it,  were  displayed  in 
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the  strongest  colours.  The  rebellious  Neapolitans, 
who  had  most  traitorously  and  unwisely  joined  the 
enemies  of  their  country,  and  constituted  the  head 
of  what  was  called  the  revolutionary  party,  were 
abandoned  to  their  fate;  and  the  miseries  which 
the  country  had  undergone,  were  in  some  degree 
atoned  by  the  execution  of  the  principal  leaders, 
■under  a sentence  regularly  passed  on  them  by  the 
courr,  constituted  to  take  cognizance  of  their  of- 
fences. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  Neapolitan  kingdom  be- 
ing thus  re-established.  Lord  Nelson  extended  his 
'views  to  the  further  removal  of  those  very  trouble- 
some sojourners,  the  French,  even  to  the  remotest 
part  of  northern  Italy.  Civita  Vecchia  was  block- 
aded by  Commodore  Troubridge,  and  the  French 
general,  Grenier,  consented  to  evacuate  Rome, 
and  all  the  papal  territories;  thus  was  a prophecy, 
said  to  have  been  made  in  respect  to  Lord  Nelson, 
on  his  arrival  at  Naples,  completely  verified-: 
“ That  he  should  take  Rome  by  his  shirs.”  We 
must  here  insert,  as  one  of  the  most  curious  in- 
dices of  his  mind,  a private  letter  written  by  him, 
to  his  much  esteemed  friend,  Lieutenant-governor 
Locker,  in  the  very  middle  of  that  hurry  which 
the  very  important  service  he  was  engaged  in  must 
have  occasioned  in  his  mind.  We  have  already 
expressed  our  opinion  as  to  the  interest  due  to  do- 
cuments of  this  nature,  and  believe  there  are  very 
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few  persons  who  will  cherish  an  idea  contrary  to 
our  own. 

The  present  certainly  displays  sentiments  of  phi- 
lanthropy', strength  of  judgment,  and  every  requi- 
site of  mind  necessary  to  form  the  friend,  the 
statesman,  and  the  hero,  in  such  glowing  and  de- 
lightful colours,  that  it  would  be  commiting  a 
species  of  sacrilege  to  his  memory,  to  tear  it  from 
public  view. 

“ Mr  DbarFrisnd,  “ Palermo,  Feb.  9th,  1799. 

“ I well  know  your  own  goodness  of  heart  will  make  all  due 
allowances  fur  my  present  situation,  in  which  truly  I have  not 
the  time,  or  power  to  answer  all  the  letters  P receive  at  the  mo- 
ment ; but  you,  my  old  friend,  after  twenty-seven  years  ac- 
quaintance, know  that  nothing  can  alter  my  attachment  and 
gratitude  to  you ; I have  been  your  scholar.  It  was  you 
who  taught  me  to  board  a Frenchman,  by  your  conduct  when 
in  the  Experiment.  It  is  you  who  always  hold,  “ lay  a French- 
man close  and  you  will  beat  him;”  and  my  only  merit  in  my 
profession  is  being  a good  scholar.  Our  friendship  will  never 
end  but  with  my  life,  but  you  have  always  been  too  partial  to 
ne. 

“ Pray  tell  Kingsmill,  that  it  was  impossible  I could  attend 
to  his  recommendation  ; indeed  I had,  not  being  a commander 
in  chief,  no  power  to  name  an  agent ; remember  me  kindly  to 
him. 

“ The  Vcsuvian  republic  being  fixed,  I have  now  to  look 
out  for  Sicily  ; but  revolutionary  principles  are  so  prevalent 
in  the  world,  that  no  monarchical  government  i*  safe,  or  sum 
of  lasting  ten  years. 

“ I beg  you  will  make  my  kindest  remembrances  to  Miss 
Locker,  and  all  your  good  sons,  and  believe  me  ever  your 
faithful  and  affectionate  friend, 

. “ Nitsots." 

**  Lieutenant  Governor  Locker,  Royal 

Hospital,  Greenwich.’’ 
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It  was  in  consequence  of  the  signal  services  ren- 
dered by  his  lordship  to  his  Neapolitan  majesty, 
that  not  long  after  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  or- 
der of  things  in  the  City  of  Naples,  that  monarch 
presented  him  with  the  valuable  gifts  already  men- 
tioned, and  also  conferred  on  him  the  title  of  Duke 
of  Bronte ; with  the  several  advantages  of  domain, 
and  revenue  attached  thereto.  The  Neapolitan 
standard  was  still  displayed  on  board  the  Foudroy- 
ant;  and  after  continuing  nearly  five  weeks  on  board 
that  ship,  his  majesty  returned  back  with  his  lord- 
ship  to  Palermo,  which  city  he  reached  on  the  9th 
of  August.  His  arrival  converted  in  an  instant  de- 
spondency into  gaiety,  as  though  he  1 ad  carried,  in 
his  hand,  the  magic  wand  of  pleasure.  The  inha- 
bitants, and  the  court  of  Sicily  itself,  appeared  to 
have  forgotten  the  horrors  of  war,  which,  though 
somewhat  removed,  still  raged  furiously  round 
them,  as  if  all  apprehension  of  danger  was  com- 
pletely extinguished  by  the  mere  presence  of  their 
tutelary  friend,  and  guardian.  “ The  court  of  Pa- 
lermo," observes  a private  letter,  written  at  this 
time,  “ is  now  the  chosen  seat  of  royal  gaiety ; 
and  nothing  can  be  more  brilliant  than  the  fetes 
which  have  been  given  to  the  hero  of  the  Nile,  par- 
ticularly a fete  chamfictre  in  the  royal  gardens, 
by  their  majesties.  A temple  of  glory  was  erect- 
ed in  the  gardens,  on  w'hich  were  placed  three 
figures,  as  large  and  as  natural  as  life,  modelled  in 
w ax : the  centre  figure  represented  Baron  Nelson, 
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of  the  Nile,  Duke  o Bronte  in  Sicily,  dressed  in  a 
full  British  uniform  ; on  the  brows  of  the  figure 
of  the  noble  admiral  was  placed  a wreath  of  laurel, 
which  his  majesty  with  his  own  hand  took  from  the 
waxen  figure,  and  placed  it  on  the  head  of  the  real 
hero,  who  wore  ft  through  the  whole  of  the  enter- 
tainment, which  was  very  superb.  Egyptian  pyra- 
mids were  placed  around  the  temples,  on  which 
were  described  the  names  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed heroes  of  the  war,  English,  Neapolitan,  Rus- 
sian, and  Turkish  ; while  on  the  zunick,  or  robe 
of  fame,  were  embroidered  the  names  of  those  he- 
roes in  particular  who  fought  in  the  battle  of  the 
Nile.  The  music  was  superb ; and  all  the  opera 
band,  with  Senesino  at  their  head,  sung  “ Rule 
Britannia,”  and  “ God  save  the  King,”  in  which 
they  were  chorussed  by  the  whole  assembly,  who 
had  been  previously  drilled  to  the  English  pro- 
nunciation.” 

To  that,  of  which  the  account  has  been  just 
given,  may  be  added  a second,  scarcely  inferior  in 
brilliancy ; according  to  court  etiquette,  the  pre- 
tended host  and  author  of  the  fete  was  the  Prince 
Leopold,  a youth  of  nine  years  of  age,  who  had 
then  just  entered  on  a course  of  nautical  educa- 
tion, being  intended  for  the  sea  service.  Their 
majesties,  with  the  nobility,  the  admirals,  and 
chief  officers  of  the  English,  Russian,  and  Turkish 
6quadrwis,  then  in  the  port,  were  all  present;  and 
the  royal  youth,  appropriately  dressed  as  a subor- 
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dinate  naval  officer,  officiated  on  the  occasion 
as  master  of  the  ceremonies.  Among  other 
splendid  parts  of  the  entertainment,  was  exhi- 
bited a most  magnificent  fire-work,  represent- 
v ing  the  engagement  off  Aboukir,  and  conclu- 
ding with  the  explosion  of  L’Orient.  To  re- 
peat the  variety  of  compliments  offered  his  lord- 
ship  on  this,  and  similar  occasions,  would  become 
less  interesting,  because  the  desert  which  procured 
them  has  never  been  doubted  ; certain  h is,  that 
in  this  instance  at  least,  the  varied  honours  so  li- 
berally, yet  not  too  profusely  shewn  to  this  great 
man,  could  not  render  the  Neapolitan  court  sub- 
ject to  that  charge  of  flattery,  which  has  been  so 
often  considered  one  of  the  vices  of  foreign  coun- 
tries. The  people,  from  the  prince  to  the  pea- 
sant, were  grateful  enough  to  pay  proper  adora- 
tion to  their  preserver,  and  compliment,  or  adula- 
tion were  completely  out  of  the  question. 

The  tribute  paid  to  his  lordship  was  not.confined 
to  the  territories  of  the  two  Sicilies  ; Rome  herself 
felt  the  services  he  had  rendered  her,  and  joined 
most  heartily  in  displaying  her  warmest  tokens  of 
esteem  and  veneration.  The  arrival  of  the  British 
ships  under  Commodore  Troubridge  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tiber,  had  fortunately  prevented,  for  that 
time,  the  removal  to  France  of  all  the  rare  works 
of  art,  as  well  of  painting  as  of  sculpture,  together 
with  the  most  valuable  remnants  of  antiquity, 
which  she  possessed,  all  which,  the  rapacious  hands 
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of  the  French  banditti  had,  according  to  their 
wonted  custom,  most  violently  seized,  and  were 
engaged  in  the  absolute  act  of  causing  to  be 
transported  to  their  own  country. 

So  critical  an  escape  failed  not  to  make  a most 
sincere  and  lasting  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  on  the  government  itself ; and  it  was 
immediately  resolved  to  erect  a superb  monument 
to  their  deliverer  in  one  of  the  most  conspicuous 
parts  of  the  city.  His  lordship  being  informed  of 
the  determination,  returned  the  following  very 
polite  answer  to  the  proposal. 

Deae  St  a,  “ Palermo,  Dec.  19,  1799* 

“ Sir  Will um  Hamilton  has  been  so  kind  as  to  communi- 
cate to  me  the  distinguished  honour  intended  me  by  the  inha- 
bitants, by  you,  and  other  professors  and  admirers  of  the  fine 
arts  at  Rome,  to  erect  a monument.  1 have  not  words  suffi- 
cient to  express  my  feelings  on  hearing  that  my  actions  have 
contributed  to  preserve  the  works  which  form  the  school  of 
fine  arts  in  Italy,  which  the  modern  Goths  wanted  to  carry  off 
and  destroy. 

« That  they  may  always  remain  in  the  only  place  worthy  of 
them,  Rome,  are  and  will  be  my  fervent  wishes,  together  with 
the  esteem  of, 

“ Dear  Sir, 

" Your  most  obliged  servant, 

“ Bronte  and  Nelson." 

The  distressed  state  of  the  Maltese  garrison 
caused,  at  this  time,  every  possible  exertion  to  be 
made  by  France  for  its  relief.  Every  ship  that  she 
was  possessed  of  in  those  seas  was  equipped  in  the 
hope  of  effecting  this  grand  desideratum  of  ser- 
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vice.  The  greater  part  of  them  fell  victims  fd 
their  temerity,  and  it  must  have  proved  the  greatest 
satisfaction,  while  at  the  same  time  it  appeared  one 
of  the  most  singular  coincidences  of  circumstances 
that  ever  took  place,  that  the  only  two  ships  of  the 
line,  which  had  made  their  escape  after  the  en- 
counter at  Aboukir,  fell  afterwards  into  the  hands 
of  Lord  Nelson,  or  of  officers  employed  under  his 
orders.  The  first  of  these  was  * the  Genereux, 

* The  vigilance  of  the  British  anticipated  the  intention  of 
France, of  attempting  to  throw  succour*  into  La  Valette  ; Lord 
Keith,  who  then  commanded  in  chief  in  the  Mediterranean, 
directed  Lord  Nelson  to  keep  a strict  look-out  to  windward  of 
the  island,  with  the  ships  under  his  order*,  while  he  himself 
kept  close  in  with  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  in  the  Queen 
Charlotte,  and  several  frigates  or  smaller  vessels,  so  that  he 
might  ultimately  intercept  the  enemy,  should  they  be  even  for- 
tunate enough  to  elude  the  vigilance  of  Lord  Nelson.  The 
latter,  however,  proved  successful;  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  it  w ill  be  best  explained  by  the  following  letter, 

“ Foudroyant  at  Sea,  tff  Cape  di  Corvo,  eight  leagues  W. 
of  Cape  Passaro,  offshore  about  four  miles,  Feb.  18th. 

•'  Mr  Loan, 

•'  This  morning  at  day  light,  being  in  company  with  the 
ships  named  in  the  margin,*  I saw  the  Alexander  in  chase  of 
a line-of-  battle  ship,  three  frigates,  and  a corvette;  at  about 
eight  o’clock  she  fired  several  shot  at  one  of  the  enemy’s  fri- 
gates, which  struck  her  colours,  and  leaving  her  to  be  secured 
by  the  ships  astern,  continued  the  chnse,  I directed  Captain 
Gould,  of  the  Audacious,  and  the  El  CorsO  brig,  to  take  charge 


* Northumberland,  Audacious,  and  Ei  Corso  brig. 
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commanded  by  Admiral  Perree,  captured  in  the 
tnonth  of  February,  without  contest.  The  second 

of  this  prize.  At  half  past  one,  P.  M.  the  frigates  and  corvette 
tacked  to  the  westward,  but  the  line-of-battle  ship  not  being 
able  to  tack  without  coming  to  action  with  the  Alexander,  bore 
up.  The  success  being  to  leeward,  Captain  Peard,  with  great 
judgment  and  gallantry  lay  across  his  hawse,  and  raked  him 
with  several  broadsides;  in  passing  the  French  ship’s  broadside 
several  shots  struck  the  Success,  by  which  one  man  was  killed, 
and  the  master  and  eight  men  wounded.  At  half  past  fourths 
Foudroyant  and  Northumberland  coming  up,  the  former  fired 
two  shot,  when  the  French  ship  fired  her  broadside  and  struck 
her  colours.  She  proved  to  be  the  Genereux,  of  74  guns, 
bearing  the  flag  of  Rear-admiral  Perree,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  French  naval  force  in  the  Mediterranean,  having  a number 
of  troops  on  board  from  Toulon,  bound  for  the  relief  of  Malta. 

“ I attribute  our  success  this  day  to  be  principally  owing  to 
the  extreme  good  management  of  Lieutenant  William  Harring- 
ton, who  commands  the  Alexander,  in  the  absence  of  Captain 
Ball ; and  I am  much  pleased  with  the  gallant  behaviour  of 
Captain  Peard,  of  the  Success ; as  also  with  the  alacrity  and 
good  conduct  of  Captain  Martin,  and  Sir  Edward  Berry. 

“ I have  sent  Lieutenant  Andrew  Thompson,  first  lieutenant 
of  the  Foudroyant*  to  take  charge  of  the  Genereux,  whom  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  lordship  for  promotion,  and 
have  sent  her  under  the  cate  of  the  Northumberland  and  Alex- 
ander, to  Syracuse,  to  wait  your  lordship’s  orders. 

“I  am.  See. 

•*  Bronte  Nelson.” 
The  capture  of  the  Genereux  must  have  been  additionally 
grateful  to  his  lordship,  from  the  circumstance  of  her  having 
taken  theLcander,  one  of  the  ships  which  so  gallantly  fought 
under  his  orders,  being  then  commanded  by  Captain  Thomp- 
son, at  the  baule  of  Abcukir.  That  ship  was  afterwards  very 
handsomely  restored  to  Britain  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  into 
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the  Guilliaume  Tell,  of  eighty  guns,*  taken  on  the 
29th  of  March  following,  by  the  Foudroyant,  his 

whose  possession  she  fell  by  the  surrender  of  Corfu,  where  she 
had  been  left  by  her  captor.  The  particulars  of.  the  action 
will  be  found  in  the  biographical  sketch  given  of  the  life  of 
Sir  Thomas  Boulden  Thompson. 

• This  ship  was  the  last  remaining  ofthe  Toulon  armament, 
and  at  the  battle  of  Aboukir  bore  the  flag  of  Vice-admiral 
Villeneuve,  the  third  in  command.  Although  his  lordship  was 
not  personally  concerned  in  the  action,  the  circumstances  at- 
tending it  will  be  found  sufficiently  interesting  to  warrant  the 
insertion  of  Captain  Dixon’s  account. 

Lion,  at  Sea,  off  Cape  Passaro, 
St  a,  31st  March,  1800. 

I have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  yesterday  morning, 
at  nine  o’clock,  Cape  Passaro  bearing  N.  half  E-  distant  seven 
leagues,  the  French  ship  of  war  Le  Guilliaume  Tell,  of  eighty- 
six  guns,  and  one  thousand  men,  bearing  the  flag  of  Contre- 
Amiral  Deeres,  surrendered,  after  a most  gallant  and  obsti- 
nate defence  of  three  hours  and  a half,  to  his  majesty’s  ships 
Foudroyant,  Lion,  and  Penelope. 

To  declare  the  particulars  of  this  very  important  capture,  I 
have  to  inform  you,  that  the  signal  rockets  and  cannonading 
from  our  batteries  at  Malta,  the  midnight  preceding,  with  the 
favourable  strong  southerly  gale,  together  with  the  darkness 
whkh  succeeded  the  setting  of  the  moon,  convinced  me  the 
enemy’s  ships  of  war  were  attempting  to  effect  an  escape,  and 
which  was  immediately  ascertained  by  that  judicious  and  truly 
valuable  officer,  Captain  Blackwood,  of  the  Penelope,  who  had 
been  stationed  a few  hours  before  between  the  Lion  and  Valette, 
for  the  purpose  of  observing,  closely  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 
Nearly  at  midnight,  an  enemy’s  ship  was  descried  by  him, 
when  the  Minorca  was  tent  to  inform  me  of  it,  giving  chase 
himself,  apprising  me  by  signal  that  the  strange  ships  seen 
were  hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  starboard  tack.  I lost  not  one 
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lordship’s  flag-ship,  having  at  the  same  time  the 
Lion  and  Penelope  in  company.  His  lordship, 

moment  for  making  the  signal  for  the  squadron  to  cut,  or  slip, 
and  directed  Captain  Miller  bf  the  Minorca,  to  run  down  to 
the  Foudroyant  and  Alexander  with  the  intelligence,  and  to 
repeat  the  signal.  Under  a press  of  canvass,  I chased  until 
five  A.  M.  sold  guided  by  the  cannonading  of  the  Penelope  j 
and,  as  a direction  to  the  squadron,  a rocket  and  blue  light 
were  shewn  every  half  hour  from  the  Lion.  As  the  day  bioke, 
1 found  myself  in  gun-shot  of  the  chase,  and  the  Penelope 
within  musket  shot  raking  her ; the  effects  of  whose  well  di- 
rectedlire  during  the  night,  had  shot  away  the  main  and  mizen 
topmasts  and  main-yard.  The  enemy  appeared  in  great  confu- 
sion, being  reduced  to  his  head  sails,  going  with  the  wind  on 
the  quarter.  The  Lion  was  run  close  along  side,  the  yard- 
arms of  both  ships  being  just  clear,  when  a destructive  broad- 
side of  three  round  shot  in  each  gun  was  poured  in,  luffing  up 
across  the  bow,  when  the  enemy’s  jib-boom  passed  between 
the  main  and  mizen  shrouds.  After  a short  interval,  1 had  the 
pleasure  to  see  the  boom  carried  away,  and  the  ships  disen- 
tangled, maintaining  a position  across  the  bow,  firing  to  great 
advantage.  I was  not  the  least  solicitous  either  to  board,  or  to 
be  boarded,  as  the  enemy  appeared  of  immense  bulk,  and  full 
of  men  keeping  up  a prodigious  fire  of  musketry,  which,  with 
the  bow  chasers,  she  could  fora  long  time  only  use,  1 tound  it 
absolutely  nec  ssary,  if  possible,  to  keep  from  the  broadside  of 
this  ship.  After  being  engaged  about  forty  minutes,  the  Fou- 
droyant  was  seen  under  a press,  of  canvass,  and  soon  passed, 
hailing  the  enemy  to  strike,  which  being  declined,  a very  heavy 
fire  from  both  ships,  broadside  to  broadside,  was  most  gallantly 
maintained ; the  Lion  and  Penelope  frequently  in  situations  to 
do  great  execution.  In  short.  Sir,  after  an  action,  the  hottest 
that  probably  was  ever  maintained  by  an  enemy’s  ship,  opposed 
to  those  of  his  majesty,  and  being  totally  dismasted,  the  French 
admiral’s  flag  and  colours  were  struck.  I have  not  language 
o a 
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however,  being  at  the  time  of  the  capture  out  of 
health,  was  not  on  board.  The  same  cause  which 

to  express  the  high  sense  of  obligation  I feel  myself  under  to 
Captain  Blackwood  for  his  prompt  and  able  conduct  in  leading 
the  line  of  battle  ships- to  the  enemy ; for  the  gallantry  and 
spirit  so  highly  conspicuous  in  him,  and  for  his  admirable  ma- 
nagement of  the  frigate.  To  yonr  discriminating  judgment  it 
is  unnecessary  to  remark  of  what  real  value  and  importance, 
such  an  officer  must  ever  be  considered  to  his  majesty’s  service. 
The  termination  of  the  battle  must  be  attributed  to  the  spirited 
fire  of  the  Foudroyant,  whose  captain.  Sir  Edward  Berry,  has 
justly  added  another  laurel,  to  the  many  he  has  gained  during 
the  war.  Captain  Black*  ood  speaks  in  very  high  terms  of  the 
active  and  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Long,  of  the  Vincejo, 

, during  the  night.  And  1 beg  to  mention  the  services  of  Cap- 
tains Broughton  and  Miller.  The  crippled  condition  of  the 
Lion  and  Foudroyant  made  it  necessary  for  me,  to  directCap- 
tain  Blackwood  to  take  possession  of  the  enemy,  take  him  in 
tow,  and  proceed  to  Syracuse. 

I received  the  greatest  possible  assistance  from  Lieutenant 
Joseph  Paty,  senior  officer  of  the  Lion,  and  from  Mr.  Spence, 
the  master,  who,  together  with  the  other  officers  and  ship’s 
company,  shewed  the  most  determined  gallantry.  Captains 
Sir  Edward  Berry  and  Blackwood,  have  reported  to  me  the  same 
gallant  and  animated  behaviour,  in  the  officers  and  crews  of 
their  respective  ships.  I am  sorry  to  9ay,  that  the  three  ships 
have  suffered  mnch  in  killed  and  wounded;  and  that  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  is  prodigious,  being  upwards  of  two  hundred. 
I refer  you  to  the  enclosed  reports  for  further  particulars,  as  to 
the  state  of  his  majesty’s  ships,  and  hare  the  honour  to  remain. 
Sir,  See.  See.  Manley  Dixon. 

P.  S.  The  Guilliaume  Tell  is  of  the  largest  dimensions,  and 
carries  thirty-six  pounders  on  the  lower  gun  deck,  twenty-four 
pounders  on  the  main  deck,  twelve  pounders  on  the  quarter 
deck,  and  thirty -two  carronades  on  the  poop. 
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had  prevented  his  being  personally  concerned  in 
the  encounter  just  mentioned,  still  continuing  to 
operate  against  his  assuming  the  active  function  of 
a naval  commander,  he  was  under  the  necessity  o£ 
striking  his  flag,  and  proceeding  to  Trieste,  from 
whence  he  passed  to  Hamburgh.  The  attentions, 
the  respect,  and  the  honours,  he  received  in  all  the 
principal  cities  he  passed  through  while  on  his  jour- 
ney, were  unprecedented,  perhaps,  but  certainly 
not  unexpected,  or  unmerited:  they  proved  only 
that  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries  than  Britain, 
appreciated  his  merit  equally  with  those  of  his 
own,  and  that  partiality  was  totally  unconcerned 
in  the  adoration,  paid  him  by  the  latter. 

Notwithstanding  his  lordship  had  landed  at 
T rieste  in  the  month  of  June,  so  weak  was  the  con- 
dition of  his  health,  that,  added  to  the  delays  he 
unavoidably  met  with  in  his  route,  the  month  of 
October  arrived  ere  he  reached  Hamburgh.  The 
Queen  of  Naples  herself  accompan  ied  him  so  far  as 
Vienna,  as  though  unwilling  to  quit,  till  the  last 
moment,  the  society  of  the  man,  to  whom  she  pro- 
bably owed  her  existence,  and  to  a certainty,  the 
rank  of  sovereign,  which  she  then  held.  On  the 
eve  of  their  quitting  Palermo,  her  majesty  pre- 
sented his  lordship  with  a picture  of  the  king,  hav- 
ing on  the  reverse  the  initials  of  her  own  name, 
the  whole  richly  set  with  diamonds. 

- The  attention  paid  to  his  lordship  on  his  arrival 
fit  Vienna,  by  the  most  exalted  personages  at  the 
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imperial  court,  had  rarely  been  exceeded  by  that 
shewn  to  any  visitor  whatsoever  The  emperor 
received  him  as  a prince  ; at  Prague,  that  ever  to 
be  revered  character,  the  Arch-duke  Charles, 
treated  him  as  his  equal  j and  the  senate  of  Ham- 
burgh, seemed  to  consider  him  as  a person  of 
superior  order  to  themselves.  In  short,  greater 
honours  could  not  have  been  paid  to  him,  though 
to  have  paid  him  less,  would  have  been  ingrath 
tude.  As  to  his  reception  in  England,  we  shall 
content  ourselves  with  repeating  the  unadorned 
account  given  of  it,  in  the  different  journals  and 
periodical  publications  of  the  day,  remarking,  that 
whatever  a narrative  so  quoted  may  be  deficient 
in  what  is  called  literary  elegance,  that  defect  is, 
almost  invariably,  fully  compensated  for,  by  its 
truth  and  precision. 

**  His  lordship  landed  at  Yarmouth  on  the  6th  of 
November,  after  an  absence  of  three  year's.  The 
instant  hesteppedon  shore,  the  populace  assembled 
in  crowds  to  greet  the  gallant  hero  of  the  Nile, 
and  taking  the  horses  from  his  carriage,  drew. him 
to  the  W rcstlers  Inn.  The  mayor  and  corporation 
immediately  waited  on  his  lordship,  and  presented 
him  with  the  freedom  of  the  town,  which  had  been 
already  voted  to  him  for  his  eminent  services.  The 
infantry  in  the  town  paraded  before  the  inn  where 
he  lodged,  with  their  regimental  band,  paying 
every  military  honour,  and  firing  feux  de  joye 
pf  musquetry  and  ordnance  till  midnight.  The 
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corporation  in  procession,  with  a number  of  re- 
spectable officers  of  the  navy,  attcncfed  his  lordship 
to  church,  to  join  in  thanksgiving  with  him.  All 
the  ships  in  the  harbour  hoisted  their  colours,  and 
every  honour  was  paid  him  by  the  admiral  of  the 
fleet,  Dickson,  who  endeavoured  to  evince,  by 
every  means  in  his  power,  his  respect  for  him. 

“ On  leaving  the  town,  the  corps  of  cavalry  un- 
expectedly drew  up,  saluted,  and  followed  the  car- 
riage not  only  to  the  town’s-end,  but  to  the  boun- 
dary of  the  county.  On  the  8th  his  lordship 
arrived  in  London,  and  alighted  at  Nerot’s  Hotel, 
King-street,  St.  James’s.  The  noble  peer,  who 
was  dressed  in  full  uniform,  with  three  stars  on  his 
breast,  and  two  gold  medals,  was  welcomed  by  re- 
peated huzzas  from  the  crowd,  which  the  illustrious 
personage  returned  with  a low  bow.  In  his  way  to 
towm,  he  stopped  at  the  house  of  his  father,  who 
however  had  left  it  on  the  Friday  for  London,  and 
the  first  interview  between  them,  together  with 
Lady  Nelson,  was  in  the  hall  of  Nerot’s  Hotel. 

“"On  the  9th,  being  Lord  Mayor’s  day,  his  lord- 
ship  was  invited  to  the  civic  feast,  and  joined  the 
cavalcade  in  its  way  to  Guildhall.  When  the  pro- 
cession reached  the  top  of  Ludgate-hill,  the  mob 
took  the  horses  from  his  carriage,  and  drew  him  to 
Guildhall,  amidst  repeated  hyzzas.  All  the  way 
he  passed  along  Cheapside,  he  was  greeted  by  the 
ladies  from  the  windows  with  their  handkerchiefs, 
and  the  loudest  acclamations.  At  six  o’clock  the 
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company  sat  down  to  a very  sumptuous  dinner, 
After  the  usual  toasts  had  gone  round,  a very 
elegant  sword,  richly  ornamented,  the  handle  gold, 
with  blue  enamel,  studded  with  diamonds,  the 
guard  supported  with  anchors,  and  the  figure  of  a 
crocodi  le,  as  em  blematical  of  the  grand  event,  which 
had  been  voted  to  his  lordship  by  the  corporation, 
after  the  battle  of  Aboukir,  was  presented  to  him, 
with  the  following  appropriate  address,  made  by 
Mr.  Clarke,  the  chamberlain  of  the  city. 

“ Lord  Nelson, 

“ in  cheerful  obedience  to  an  unanimous  reso- 
lution of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in 
common  council  assembled,  I present  your  lord- 
ship  with  the  thanks  of  the  court,  for  the  very  im- 
portant victory  obtained  by  a squadron  of  his  ma- 
jesty’s ships  under  your  command,  over  a superior 
French  fleet,  oft'  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  on  the  ist 
of-  August,  1798  : a victory  splendid  and  decisive; 
unexampled  in  naval  history,  and  reflecting  the 
highest  honour  on  the  courage  and  abilities  of  your 
lordship,  and  your  officers,  and  the  discipline  and 
irresistible  bravery  of  British  seamen  ; and  which 
must  be  productive  of  the  greatest  advantages  to 
this  country,  and  to  every  part  of  the  civilized 
world,  by  tending  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  our 
implacable  enemy,  and  by  rousing  other  nations 
to  unite  and  resist  their  unprincipled  ambition. 

“ As  a farther  testimony  of  the  high  esteem 
which  the  court  entertains  of  your  lordship’s  public 
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services,  and  of  the  eminent  advantages  which  you 
have  rendered  your  country,  I have  the  honour  to 
present  your  lordship  this  sword. 

“ The  consequences  of  the  action  I am  thus 
called  upon  to  applaud,  are  perhaps  unequalled  in 
the  history  of  mankind.  A numerous  army,  which 
had  triumphed  in  Europe  over  brave  and  veteran 
troops,  commanded  by  officers  of  the  most  esta- 
blished reputation,  landed  in  Egypt,  under  the 
command  ofhim.whonow  sways  the  Gallic  sceptre, 
with  designs  of  the  most  ambitious  and  extensive 
nature.  One  of  their  objects,  as  acknowledged  by 
themselves,  was  to  annihilate  by  degrees  the  Eng- 
lish East  India  trade,  and  finally  to  get  into  their 
possession  the  whole  commerce  of  Africa  and 
Asia.  Such  were  the  gigantic  views  of  our  im- 
placable foe  ; and  such  confidence  had  they  in  the 
fleet  which  conveyed  them,  and  in  the  station  it 
took  on  the  coast  of  the  devoted  country,  that  it 
bade  defiance  to  the  whole  navy  of  Britain  ; but 
at  this  momentous  period,  the  Almighty  directed 
ypur  lordship  as  his  chosen  instrument,  to  check 
their  pride,  and  crush  their  force  as  a maritime 
power,  during  the  present  contest.  The  circum- 
stances attending  this  grand  display  ofprovidential 
interposition  and  British  prowess,  must  interest  the 
feelings  of  every  Englishman.  Had  a space  been 
chosen  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a struggle  for  supe- 
riority in  nautical  skill  and  personal  valour,  be- 
tween the  two  greatest  naval  powers  of  the  globe, 
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none  could  have  been  more  happily  selected.  The 
three  grand  divisions  of  the  antient  world  were 
witnesses  ; and  the  shores  which  had  beheld  the 
destruction  of  the  Persian  navy  by  the  Greeks,  and 
the  heroic  acts  of  Sesostris,  now  resounded  with 
the  echo  of  British  thunder.  To  your  lordship 
belongs  the  praise  of  having  added  glory  to  such 
a scene  : the  heroes  we  applaud,  would  themselves 
have  applauded  usj  and  he,  who  ages  since  led 
his  three  hundred  against  an  almost  countless 
host,  might  on  that  proud  day  have  wished  him- 
self a Briton. 

**  The  thanks  of  your  country,  my  lord,  attend 
you  ; its  honours  await  you  ; but  a higher  praise 
than  even  these  imply,  is  yours.  In  the  moment 
of  unexampled  victory,  you  saved  your  country — 
in  the  next  moment  you  did  still  more — you  ex- 
emplified that  virtue,  which  the  heathen  world 
, could  not  emulate  ; and  in  the  pious  non  nobis 
DomiiK ! of  your  modest  dispatches,  you  have  en- 
forced a most  important  truth — that  the  most  in- 
dependent conqueror  felt,  in  the  most  intoxicating 
point  of  time,  the  influence  and  protection  of  him, 
whom  our  enemies,  to  their  shame  and  ruin,  had 
foolishly  and  impiously  defied.  May  that  same 
power,  my  Lord,  ever  protect  and  reward  you  j may 
it  long,  very  long,  spare  to  this  empire  so  illus- 
trious a teacher,  and  so  potent  a champion.” 

“ To  this  speech  the  noble  lord  made  the  fol- 
lowing short,  but  impressive  reply  : 
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“ Sir, 

“ It  is  with  the  greatest  pride  and  satisfaction  [ 
receive  from  the  honourable  court  this  testimony  of 
their  approbation  of  my  conduct  j and  with  this 
Mery  sword  (holding  it  up  in  his  left  and  remaining 
hand)  I hope  soon  to  aid  in  reducing  our  impla- 
cable and  inveterate  enemy  to  proper  and  due 
limits,  without  which  this  country  can  neither 
hope  for,  nor  cxpe£t  a solid,  honourable,  and  per- 
manent peace.” —Nav.Chron.VoI.  4.  p.429. 

Although  these  instances  just  recited,  as  being 
the  honours  paid  him  by  a public  body,  claim  prer 
cedence,  yet  they  were  at  least  equalled  by  those 
which  he  experienced  from  individuals  of  all  ranks. 
Popularity  certainly  was  never  more  justly,  or  more 
honestly  acquired. 

It  might  now  have  been  expected  by  his  coun- 
trymen, and  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  his  lord- 
ship  should  have  retired  from  the  fatigues  of  public 
duty,  for  a short  time  at  least.  The  services  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged,  had  enervated  his  body 
indeed,  but  produced  no  effect  on  his  mind.  ' The 
necessities  of  his  country  appeared  to  require 
his  presence  and  assistance,  and  his  pulse  beat 
too  high  with  the  true  energetic  feelings  of  a firm 
and  honest  patriot  to  allow  his  passing  into  retired 
or  private  life,  while  the  flags  of  the  enemies  to 
his  country  flouted  as  it  were  in  defiance  of  her. 
lie  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  Vice-Admiral  of 
the  Blue  on  the  1st  of  January,  1801,  it  being 
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at  first  intended  he  should  have  commanded  a 
divisionin  of  the  main,  or  channel  fleet,  and  the 
San  Josef,  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  guns,  one  of 
the  prizes  taken  by  himself  in  the  action  off  Cape 
St.  Vincent,  was  purposely  fitted  to  receive  his 
flag.  This  arrangement  had  however  scarcely 
been  made,  ere  the  political  situation  of  public  af- 
fairs rendered  it  necessary  that  it  should  be  alter- 
ed. The  furious  insanity  of  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  captious  without  offence,  and  violent 
almost  beyond  precedent,  in  his  attempt  to  revenge 
an  imaginary  insult,  contrived  to  prevail  on  the 
northern  powers  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  to  en- 
ter into  his  views,  and  to  oppose  as  it  were,  a me- 
nacing front  to  Great  Britain.  It  must,  however, 
have  been  apparent  to  the  most  shallow  sighted 
politician,  that  even  though  such  conduct  had  been 
successful  to  the  summit  of  their  wishes,  in  pro- 
ducing any  effect  on  the  British  councils,  and  their 
measures  j such  an  interference  would  at  least 
have  been  unwise,  to  apply  rfo  harsher  term  to  it. 

The  Emperor  of  the  Russias  might  indeed  be 
almost  said  to  stand  single  in  the  dispute,  for  his 
allies  possessed  hearts,  by  no  means  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  Britain  and  their  own:  but  cajoled  by 
the  promises,  or  terrified  by  the  threats,  of  the 
former,  whose  fury,  from  his  proximity  to  them, 
they  were  compelled  to  dread,  they  entered  into 
the  war  with  a sang  froid  suited  to  the  occasion. 
They  appeared  as  wishing  only  to  preserve  theif 
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national  characterfrom  the  imputationof  pusillani- 
mity, should  they  attend  to  the  remonstrances 
of  the  British  court,  rather  than  any  real  hope 
they  entertained,  of  being  able  to  resist  its  resolves 
with  effect. 

The  principles  of  the  confederacy,  had  Britain 
quietly  permitted  them  to  be  acted  upon,  would 
not  only  have  distressed,  but  humiliated  her,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  world  : though  assailed  at  the  same 
time  by  the  maritime  force  of  all  the  rest  of  Ku- 
rope,  she  felt  her  dignity  required  the  utmost  ex- 
ertion, and  that  the  confederacy,  the  professed 
object  of  which  was  to  check  and  prescribe  bounds, 
to  her  naval  power,  must  be  broken,  or  that  she 
must  inevitably  fall  from  the  pre-eminent  height 
she  had  then  reached,  into  the  ordinary  rank  held 
by  other  nations  and  countries.  It  was  not  a case 
of  desperation  but  of  necessity ; and  the  worst  of 
national  evils  might  have  resulted  from  the  w'ant 
of  success.  A powerful  fleet  was  accordingly  as- 
sembled, and  placed  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Hyde 
Parker ; Lord  Nelson  was  appointed  second  in 
command,  and  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  St. 
George,  a second  rate,  of  ninety-eight  guns.  The 
force  of  the  armament  consisted  of  eighteen  ships 
of  the  line,  four  frigates,  a number  of  bomb 
ketches,  and  gun  vessels,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  fifty-two  sail.  The  fleet  however  received  an  un- 
fortunate reduction  from  the  loss  from  the  Invinci- 
ble, of  seventy-four  guns,  which  struck  ona  shoalolT 
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Winterton.  The  remaining  ships  and  vessels 
which  sailed  from  Yarmouth  on  the  1 2th  of  March 
arrived  in  safety  at  the  place  of  their  destination. 

While  these  vigorous  measures  were  pursued  on 
the  part  of  Britain,  Denmark,  as  the  country  al- 
most certain  of  being  the  first  to  experience  ag- 
gression and  attack,  had  taken  every  precaution 
prudence  and  firmness  could  suggest,  to  parry  it. 
The  most  active  preparations  pervaded  her  ports  j 
the  King  of  Sweden,  on  his  part,  was  on  the  alert, 
and  had  not  ohly  inspected  all  his  fortresses  bor- 
dering on  the  coast  in  person,  but  held  an  actual 
conference  with  the  crown  Prince  of  Denmark, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  concerting  the  means  of 
mutual  defence. 

Distressing  in  the  extreme  must  it  have  been  to 
both  these  potentates,  when  they  found  themselves 
involuntarily  engaged  in  a dispute, from  which  they 
could  not  with  honour  recede.  The  object  which 
obviously  presented  itself  to  the  first  notice  of  the 
confederated  courts,  was  the  defence  of  the  passage 
through  the  Sound;  it  was  protected  on  the  Swedish 
side  by  the  fort  of  Helsingberg,  and  on  that  of  Den- 
mark by  the  castle  of  Cronenberg,  each  of  them 
were  garrisoned  sufficiently  to  withfland  an  attack} 
and  in  addition  to  that  formidable  opposition  which 
they  threatened,  numerous  strong  batteries  were 
erected  on  the  Danish  shore,  through  the  fire  of 
which,  it  was  considered  impossible  an  hostile  fleet 
could  pass  with  impunity.  For  the  security  of  Co- 
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penhagen,  the  fo  tresses  in  existence  were  consi- 
dered competent ; the  different  batteries  which  had 
already  been  erected  for  its  defence,  were  in  the 
most  perfect  state ; the  troops  appointed  to  man 
them  were  numerous  and  well  disciplined.  Added  . 
to  which,  every  precaution  and  terrific  aid,  that 
modern  science  and  invention  could  suggest,  had 
been  used,  to  render  resistance  completely  suc- 
cessful. 

Although  Britain  felt  herself,  in  defiance  of 
every  opposition  that  could  be  made  against  her, 
totally  at  case,  as  to  the  event  of  the  content,  yet 
honourable  and  philanthropic  motives,  imperiously 
demanded  that  all  the  regular  means  of  politicai 
negotiation  and  explanation,  should  be  employed, 
ere  the  sword  of  war  was  actually  drawn.  The 
Danish  nation  had  been  regarded  for  centuries 
with  a species  of  brotherly  love  ; the  friendship  be- 
tween the  countries  was  mutual,  and  nothing  but 
the  hard  necessity  of  political  intrigue,  appeared 
capable  of  breaking  the  long  established  amity. 

There  are  instances  however,  where  no  explana- 
tion can  possibly  settle  a dispute,  whether  it  be 
national,  or  even  of  a private  nature  between  two 
individuals,  without  recourse  to  that  most  dreadful 
«f  all  settlements,  violence  and  actual  warfare. 

Such  was  the  political  situation  of  public  affair's 
between  the  two  countries  in  the  present  instance^ 
Great  Britain  prepared  to  attack  Denmark,  the 
latter  country  was  firm  in  her  defence. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  this  place  to  take  a short 
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» ' , 
view  of  the  strength  opposed  to  Great  Britain  bjf 

the  northern  confederacy,  though  perhaps  the 
ostentatious  pride  of  an  Englishman  may  be  dis- 
covered in  the  act.  Opposed  as  the  navy  of  Bri- 
tain was,  by  all  the  southern  maritime  powers  of 
Europe,  it  certainly  displayed  her  magnanimous 
spirit,  to  give  her  character  the  most  quiet  of  all 
names,  that  she  should,  environed  as  she  was  with 
foes,  provoke  as  it  were  the  encounter  with  new 
enemies.  The  navy  of  Denmark  consisted  of 
twenty-three  ships  of  the  line,  not  perhaps  in  the 
best  condition  for  remote  service,  but  certainly 
capable  of  action  for  home  defence,  with  the  tri- 
vial exception  of  one,  or  two  only.  Exclusive  of 
these,  she  possessed  upwards  of  thirty  frigates  and 
smaller  vessels,  independent  of  guard-ships.  The' 
navy  of  Sweden  was  not  inferior  in  numbers,  but 
far  superior  in  point  of  equipment.  Her  navy 
consisted  of  eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  fourteen 
frigares,  sloops,  and  other  vessels  of  war,  together* 
with  seventy-four  gallies,  and  smaller  vessels,  ex- 
clusive of  gun-boats.  The  marine  of  Russia  doubled 
the  amount  of  both  ; it  comprized  eighty-two  sail 
of  the  line,  together  with  forty  frigates,  and  a con- 
siderable number  of  smaller  vessels  ; several  ships 
of  the  line,  however,  were  unfit  for  service.  Of 
the  force  now  stated,  there  were  at  Cronstadt, 
Revel,  Petersburgh,  and  Archangel,  forty-seven 
sail  of  the  line,  but  the  whole  of  the  Russian  fleet 
was  badly  manned  and  officered.  Notwithstanding 
Russia  produces  every  species  of  naval  stores,  the 
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gfeatest  part  of  the  ships  were  in  a very  indiffer- 
ent state  of  equipment. 

Notwithstanding  this  important  advantage,  it 
was  evident  to  every  political  observer,  that  the 
aggregate  force  of  the  northern  confederacy 
would  attain  an  height  extremely  formidable,  if 
not  injurious  to  Britain,  provided  the  armaments 
belonging  to  the  different  countries  could  be  once 
brought  to  act  in  unison,  and  concert  with  each 
other;  but  the  difficulty  of  effecting  that  mea- 
sure, the  experience  of  all  preceding  ages,  and 
the  example  of  all  former  confederacies,  very 
few  of  which  succeeded  in  their  projects,  have 
fufly  proved. 

Although  the  British  nation  appears  to  have 
roused  her  strongest  energies,  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  by  force  of  arms  that  league,  which 
threatened  to  become  so,  extremely  dangerous  to 
her,  she  still  remained  unwilling  to  draw  the 
sword  of  war,  while  the  smallest  likelihood  ap- 
peared to  exist,  that  it  could  be  permitted  to  re- 
main peaceably  and  tranquilly  within  its  scabbard, 
Mr.  Vansittart,  properly  invested  with  a di- 
plomatic character,  preceded  the  arrival  of  the 
British  fleet,  and  having  reached  Elsineur  on  board 
a frigate,  bearing  a flag  of  truce,  on  the  20th  of 
March,  a conference  was  immediately  held  by 
that  gentleman,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Drum- 
mond, the  British  minister  at  Copenhagen,  with 
the  Danish  court.  The  demands  on  the  part  of 
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Britain,  were  the  secession  of  Denmark  from  the 
northern  alliance  ; the  allowance  of  a free  passage 
through  the  Sound  to  the  British  fleet,  and  an 
abandonment  of  the  system  of  sending,  in  future, 
convoys  for  the  protection  of  Danish  merchant 
vessels.  These  proposals  being  rejected  without 
hesitation,  the  British  plenipotentiaries  received 
passports  for  their  return. 

Such,  however,  was  the  existing  force  of  that 
so  long  continued  national  connexion,  which  sub- 
sisted between  the  people  of  England  and  ot 
Denmark,  that  although  the  government  of  both 
countries  appeared  at  variance  with  each  other, 
the  people  themselves  seemed  unwilling  to  be- 
come parties  in  the  quarrel.  Notwithstanding  a 
positive  order  was  officially  issued  in  Copen- 
hagen, for  all  persons  in  that  city,  and  through- 
out’ the  Danish  dominions,  who  owed  allegiance 
to  the  British  government,  to  withdraw,  very 
few  felt  themselves  so  far  interested  in  the  or- 
der, as  to  obey  itj  and  in  justice  be  it  said,  in 
no  instance  whatever  was  it  known,  that  either 
the  freedom  of  the  person,  or  the  safety  of  the 
property,  was  in  the  smallest  degree  violated. 

It  now  appeared  fixed  beyond  revocation,  that 
the  dernier  resort,  the  appeal  to  arms,  was  re- 
solved on  ; so  the  event  proved  ; and  the  British 
fleet,  during  the  night  between  the  2 2d  and  23d 
of  March,  sailed  from  Anholt  to  Gilleleve,  on 
the  northern  coast  of  Zealand,  where  it  came  to 
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anchor : even  in  this  critical  posture  of  affairs, 
Britain  appeared  willing,  to  the  latest  moment, 
to  avoid  encountering  the  miseries  of  war.  On 
the  27th  of  March,  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  acting  un- 
der the  instructions  he  had  received,  and  watching 
most  correctly  to  ascertain  the  intention  of  Den- 

. J 

mark,  as  to  her  future  hostile  or  pacific  con- 
duct, dispatched  a flag  of  truce  to  the  governor 
of  Cronenberg  castle,  with  the  following  note  : 

“ From  the  hostile  transactions  of  the  court  of 
Denmark,  and  sending  awray  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty’s charge  d’affaires,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  his  majesty’s  fleet  is  anxious  to  know,  what 
the  determination  of  the  Danish  court  is,  and 
whether  the  commanding  officer  of  Cronenberg 
castle  has  received  orders  to  fire  on  the  British 
fleet  as  they  pass  into  the  Sound,  as  he  must 
deem  the  firing  of  the  first  gun  a declaration  of 
war,  on  the  part  of  Denmark. 

(Signed)  Hyde  Parker.” 

To  this  the  subjoined  answer  was  returned  : 

“ I have  the  honour  to  inform  your  excellency, 
that  his  majesty  the  king  of  Denmark  did  not 
send  away  the  charge  d’affaires,  but  that  on  his 
own  demand  he  obtained  a passport.  As  a 
soldier  I cannot  meddle  with  politics ; but  I am 
not  at  liberty  to  suffer  a fleet,  whose  intention  is  ' 
not  yet  known,  to  approach  the  guns  of  the 
castle,  which  I have  the  honour  to  command. 

In  case  your  excellency  should  think  proper  to 

1 2 
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make  any  proposals  to  the  king  of  Denmark,  I 
wish  to  be  informed  thereof,  before  the  fleet  ap- 
proaches nearer  to  the  castle. 

(Signed)  “ Heer  Stricker.” 

On  the  receipt  of  this  note  the  British  com- 
mander in  chief  immediately  again  addressed  the 
governor. 

“ Finding  the  intentions  of  the  court  of  Den- 
mark to  be  hostile  against  his  Britannic  majesty, 
he  regarded  his  excellency’s  answer  as  a declara- 
tion of  war,  and,  therefore,  agreeable  to  his  in- 
structions, could  no  longer  refrain  from  hostilities, 
however  reluctant  it  might  be  to  his  feelings. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  the  admiral  would  be 
ready  to  attend  to  any  proposals  of  the  court  of 
Denmark,  for  restoring  the  former  amity  and 
friendship,  which  had  for  so  many  years  subsisted 
between  the  two  courts. 

(Signed)  “ Utde  Parker." 

On  the  joth  of  March,  the  wind  having  be- 
come favourable,  the  British  fleet  passed  the 
Sound,  the  key  of  the  Baltic  ; and  notwithstand- 
ing the  difficulty  that  had  been  previously  appre- 
hended by  persons,  who  were  fond  of  anticipat- 
ing disasters,  it  was  effected  without  the  smallest 
injury  to  the  British  fleet  *. 

* The  annexed  account  of  the  several  transactions  imme- 
diately preceding,  and  during  the  passage  of  the  Sound,  as 
it  is  certainly  a most  correct,  so  will  it  most  probably  prove, 
the  most  interesting  transaction  that  could  be  given. 
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The  scene  of  future  contest  was  now  open, 
and  the  prospect  is  described  as  wonderfully  fitted 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  of  May,  the  admiral 
- made  the  signal  for  seeing  land  ; and  on  the  19th,  about  noon, 
we  made  the  Scaw,  which  was  the  first  general  rendezvous  of  the 
fhet.  Tb^Scaw,  or  Fc.igen,  is  a low  point  of  land,  the  most 
northerly  of  the  peninsula  of  North  Jutland.  Apparently 
sandy  and  barren,  distant  from  Marstrand  island,  on  the 
Swedish  shore,  It  or  12  leagues.  On  both  these  points  the 
Danes  and  Swedes  have  erected  light-houses ; towards  the 
support  of  which  all  vessels  that  pass  the  Sound,  or  enter 
the  Swedish  ports,  are  obliged  to  contribute.  The  passage 
between  the  Scaw  lights  and  the  Cattegat,  is  considered  the 
entrance  of  the  Cattegat. 

At  a period,  when  every  delay,  however  trifling,  must 
have  been  favourable  to  the  northern  coalition,  and  when  it 
was  well  known  that  the  Danes  were  making  every  possible 
effort  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  Sound,  and  render  Co- 
penhagen inaccessible  to  the  approach  of  our  gun  vessels,  it 
excited  a general  surprise  that  our  fleet  did  not  pass  the  Cat- 
tegat with  a strong  N.W.  wind,  which  was  favourable,  and  that 
by  lying  to,  and  standing  so  many  hours  off  the  Scaw,  the  ad- 
vantage should  be  lost  resulting  from  expedition,  and  par- 
ticularly so  when  the  mildest  winter  known  for  many  years  in 
these  climates,  had  left  the  passage  of  the  Sound,  and  the 
■navigation  of  the  Baltic,  completely  open. 

From  the  21st  to  the  24  h,  we  had,  in  general,  foul  winds, 
heavy  falls  of  sleet,  snow,  and  rain,  which,  added  to  a chilling 
cold,  caused  the  officers  and  crews  to  suffer  considerable  fa- 
tigue. The  Russell  had  parted  from  the  admiral,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  been  ordered  to  take  the  '1  ickler  gun-brig 
in  tow,  on  the  13th,  and  this  circumstance  had  neatly  caused 
her  destruction : she  having,  in  her  endeavours  to  preserve 
this  vessel  during  a dark  and  hazy  night,  been  drifted  on  a 
le.--shore,  where  she  would  inevitably  have  perished,  but  for 
the  unexampled  exertions  of  the  officers  and  esewr. 
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to  excite  a variety  of  emotions,  mixing,  or  suc- 
ceeding each  other,  of  the  liveliest  and  most 

During  the  negotiations  that  were  carried  on,  previous  to 
our  passing  the  Sound,  an  incident  occurred,  which,  though 
trivial  in  itself,  may  tend  to  point  out  the  mode  of  thinking 
then  prevalent  at  the  court  of  Denmark,  and  the  perfect  state 
of  security  in  which  the  Danes  considered  themselves  at  the 
time.  An  officer  of  distinction,  high  in  favour  witji  the 
prince,  came  on  board  the  admiral,  with  a verbal  ar.swer  to 
one  of  our  proposals ; and  finding  some  difficulty  in  expressing, 
with  sufficient  accuracy,  the  sentiments  of  his  court,  was  re- 
quested to  communicate  them  in  writing.  The  pen  which 
had  been  brought  for  this  purpose  happening  to  be  ill-pointed, 
he  held  it  up,  and  observed  with  a sarcastic  smile  to  those 
about  him,  “ If  your  guns  are  not  better  pointed  than  your 
pens,  you  will  make  little  impression  on  Copenhagen.” 

Scarce  had  the  admiral  declared  his  intention  of  forcing  the 
passage  of  the  Sound,  when  he  was  induced  to  relinquish  it, 
by  the  suggestions  of  some  ignorant  and  designing  pilots,  who, 
from  motives  of  fear  or  interest,  had  considerably  exaggerated 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  enterprize,  and  had  repre- 
sented, as  much  more  practicable  and  less  hazardous,  the  circui- 
tous passage  of  the  Great  Belt.  The  vague  and  inaccurate  ac- 
counts that  had  been  communicated  respecting  the  preparations 
of  the  Swedes,  and  the  strength  ofHclsinbcrg  castle,  where,  as 
it  has  since  appeared,  there  were  mounted  only  eight  effective 
guns  of  small  calibre;  the  difficulties  in  an  hostile  country  of 
repairing  the  calamities  that  might  be  expected  in  passing  the 
enemy’s  forts;  the  disadvantage  of  a southerly  wiud,  with 
some  other  important  considerations ; and  perhaps  some  secret 
prudential  motives,  appeared  to  fix  the  determination  of  the 
English  admiral.  The  26th,  at  day  break,  the  fleet  got  un- 
der weigh,  and  stood  to  the  westward,  for  the  purpose,  as  it 
was  generally  believed,  of  passing  the  Great  Belt.  Captain 
Murray  of  the  Edgar,  an  active  and  intelligent  officer,  who. 
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affecting  nature  ; a splendid  theatre  appeared  for 
war  and  victory  j but  the  face  of  nature,  and  the 

the  preceding  summer  had  surveyed  this  entrance  to  the  Baltic, 
with  a degree  of  accuracy  hitherto  unknown,  proffered  his 
services  to  lead  the  fleet.  It  was  now  concluded,  from  the 
high  opinion  of  this  officer’s  professional  abilities,  and  the 
facility  with  which  the  passage  might  be  effected,  in  a place 
where  the  Danes  had  but  one  guard-ship,  his  offers  would  be 
accepted;  but  they  were  not.  On  the  a6th  and  2;th,  several 
vessels  from  the  Baltic,  under  Prussian  colours,  passed  the 
Sound  ; and  were  permitted  to  proceed,  although  it  was 
known  that  Prussia  was  acting  hostilcly  against  Great  Britain  at 
that  time.  The  order  given  on  the  28th  to  prepare  for  battle, 
an  order  always  received  by  British  tars  with  acclamations  of 
joy,  at  length  relieved  us  from  a state  of  despondency;  and, 
together  with  some  previous  manreuvres  of  the  admiral,  con- 
vinced us  that  the  passage  of  the  Sound  was  decided  upon. 
Nothing  but  the  appointment  of  a popular  leader  was  now 
wanting,  to  maintain  and  direct  to  the  accomplishment  of  an 
enterprize,  that  spirit  of  heroic  enthusiasm  which  served  to 
pervade  every  bosom  ; and  fortunately  for  the  English  nation 
this  service  was  allotted  to  the  Hero  of  the  Nile,  who  had  so 
often  led  the  British  tars  to  glory. 

The  afternoon  of  the  29th  was  principally  employed  in  clear- 
ing the  ships  for  action,  which  was  done  with  an  alacrity  and 
expedition  unexampled  in  the  history  of  naval  events ; and  it 
now  remained  to  overthrow,  by  the  force  of  cannon,  a popular 
error,  which  all  the  power  of  -reasoning  could  never  have  re- 
moved. It  had  long  been  a received  opinion  in  Europe,  that  the 
possession  of  Cronenberg  castle  gave  to  the  Danes  an  uncon- 
trouled  command  of  the  passage  of  the  Sound ; and  the  Danes 
seem  to  have  so  far  adopted  this  opinion,  and  to  have  profited 
by  the  imaginary  advantage  of  their  situation,  that  for  more 
than  a century  they  have  exercised  the  undisputed  right  of  levy- 
ing contributions  on  all  vessels,  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the 
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-the  nations  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic,  could  not 
but  impress  every  intelligent  and  feeling  mind 
with  sentiments  of  regret;  these  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  apparatus,  and  almost  in  the  very  throat 
of  war,  tend,  in  some  sort  and  degree,  to  har- 
monize the  mind  to  peace  and  concord.  No- 
thing in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  or  of  Asia, 
presents  a prcspect  equal  to  the  channel  of  the 
Sound,  the  territoty  of  Denmark  on  the  right, 
the  islands  of  Saltholm  and  Amak,  with  part  of 
Zealand,  and  the  capital  of  the  kingdom,  Co- 
penhagen, nearly  in  front 

On  the  coast  of  Denmark  appears  a continued 
succession  of  rich  plains,  \voods,  meadows,  su- 
perb mansions,  neat  villas,  pleasant  gardens, 
adorned  with  all  the  embellishments  of  art ; 
while  the  Swedish  shore  exhibits  excellent  pas- 
tures, a mountainous  and  picturesque  coast.  The 
island  of  Nuen,  celebrated  for  the  observatory 
of  Tycho  Brahe,  arrests  the  attention  of  the  pas- 
sing voyager.  To  the  eye,  looking  back  from 
thence,  the  fortresses  of  Elsineur,  Cronenberg, 
pnd  Hclsingburg,  seem  to  unite,  and  to  bound  on 

sustained  the  slightest  casualty,  except  six  or  seven  men 
killed  or  wounded  on  board  the  Isis,  by  the  bursting  of  one  of 
her  lower  deck  guns. 

'I  hus  vanished,  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a vision,  that 
chimxra,  on  which  the  Danes  had  founded  a most  lucrative 
imposition,  and  obliged  the  captains  of  English  merchantmen 
to  submit  to  insults,  and  rude  injustice,  that  ought  never  again 
to  be  tolerated. 
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the  north,  a vast  lake  ; hut  as  soon  as  it  ad- 
vances, it  discovers  the  sea,  and  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  plain  of  Copenhagen  •,  its  port  filled 
with  vessels,  and  its  cultivated  environs.  On 
the  side  next  the  sea  this  city  presents  itself  in 
al)  its  magnificence.  It  is  visible  at  the  dis- 
tance of  several  miles.  The  gothic  towers  with 
which  it  abounds,  and  which,  from  a distance, 
form  a majestic  appearance,  engage  and  fix  the 
attention  of  the  spectator^  by  the  height  of  their 
spires,  as  well  as  by  the  variety  of  the  ornaments 
with  which  they  are  decorated.  The  number  of 
inhabitants  exceeds  eighty  thousand.  It  contains 
the  principal  fortress  of  the  country,  the  fleet,  the 
marine  arsenals,  the  only  university  in  Denmark, 
several  academies,  a superb  library,  a veterinary 
school,  a school  for  cadets  in  the  sea  and  land 
service,  a museum  containing  a great  variety  of 
rare  and  curious  objects,  a number  of  fine  edi- 
fices, statues,  and  monuments  of  every  kind.  The 
streets  are  for  the  most  part  broad,  and  well  paved. 
There  are  excellent  footways,  as  in  London,  and 
every  where  the  signs  of  comfort,  wealth,  and 
magnificence.  The  garrison,  in  time  of  peace, 
consists  of  six  regiments  of  infantry,  the  foot 
guard,  the  horse  guard,  a corps  of  artillery,  a 
corps  of  marines,  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
about  ten  thousand  men ; to  which  may  be  added 
the  city  militia,  the  chief  officers  of  which  are 
appointed  by  the  King,  and  rank  among  the  offj* 
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cers  in  the  army.  The  fortress  of  Frederickstadt, 
supported  on  one  side  by  the  batteries  of  one  of 
the  arsenals,  defends  the  entrance  of  the  harbour* 
where  there  is  besides  another  battery,  and  where, 
in  case  of  necessity,  a number  of  flat-bottomed 
boats  and  floating  batteries  may  be  stationed,  as 
in  fact  they  were  in  the  present  juncture.  Such 
was  the  city,  the  capital  of  a congenial  and  long 
friendly  nation,  that  was  now'  pointed  out  as  an 
object  of  attack  to  the  British  navy. 

The  first  apparent  difficulty  being  overcome, 
the  second,  certainly  the  most  important,  in- 
stantly presented  itself ; it  was  no  less  than  the 
attack  of  the  capital  of  Denmark,  as  has  been 
already  observed,  the  city  of  Copenhagen.  As 
on  the  success  of  this  enterprize  the  event  of 
the  campaign  solely  depended,  so  were  the  most 
industrious  and  active  means  used  to  ensure  it. 
Lord  Nelson,  with  that  ardour  which  ever  charac- 
terized his  conduct,  voluntarily  stood  forth  to  en- 
counter with  his  best  exertions  of  mind  and  body, 
the  apprehended  danger.  The  offer  of  his  services 
was  accepted,  and  the  command  of  the  squadron 
selected  for  the  attack,  conferred  on  him.  The 
necessary  position  to  be  taken  upon  the  occasion, 
together  with  the  passage  to  it,  were  very  little 
known,  and  extremely  intricate;  but  it  is  the 
part  of  great  men  to  overcome  such  impedi- 
ments. His  lordship  personally  attended  to  every 
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preparatory  measure,  he  saw  the  soundings  accu- 
rately made  under  his  own  eye  and  observation, 
and  the  several  buoys  laid,  which  were  to  direct 
the  passage  of  his  fleet  : the  fatigue  was  exces- 
sive, and  had  nearly  proved  too  grievous  tor  his 
lordship's  delicate  constitution,  and  infirm  state  of 
health  ; his  ardour  and  zeal,  however,  enabled 
him  to  overcome  every  obstacle  ; and  having  ar- 
ranged all  these  necessary  preparatory  measures, 
he  is  said,  with  that  truly  Christian  spirit  of  devo- 
tion, which  marked  every  action  of  his  life,  to 
have  exclaimed,  “ Thank  God,  for  having  ena- 
bled me  to  get  through  this  difficult  and  fatiguing 
part  of  my  duty,  which  has  really  worn  me  down, 
and  is  infinitely  more  grievous  to  me,  than  any 
resistance  I can  experience  from  an  enemy.” 
According  to  the  plan  of  operations  arranged 
between  his  lordship  and  the  commander  in  chief, 
the  former  was  to  proceed  with  twelve  ships  of 
the  line,  all  the  frigates,  bomb  ketches,  fire-ships, 
and  other  vessels,  to  Draco  Point,  a short  dis- 
tance trom  Copenhagen,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing his  last  dispositions  for  the  attack,  and  waiting 
for  a favourable  wind  to  the  southward,  to  effect 
that  purpose.  The  commander  in  chief,  it  was 
agreed,  was  to  weigh  anchor  with  his  division,  at 
the  same  time  his  lordshjp  proceeded  to  the  at- 
tack, and  menace,  by  his  advance,  the  crown 
batteries,  together  with  four  ships,  or  hulks  that 
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lay  near  it,  for  the  protection  of  the  arsenal,  as 
well  as  to  cover  any  vessels  that  might  have  the 
misfortune  to-be  disabled,  in  his  lordship’s  attack. 

On  the  second  of  April  the  signal  for  that  en- 
counter, which  w as  r . decide  the  destruction  of 
the  northern  confederacy,  or  the  humiliation  of 
- England,  was. displayed  by  his  lordship.*  The 


* The  following  orders  were  given  for  the  attick  : 

As  Vice-Ad. nirai  Lord  Nelson  cannot  with  ptcci  ion  ma-k 
the  situation  of  the  different  descriptions  of  the  enemy’s 
floating  batteries  and  smaller  vc-sels,  lying  between  their  two- 
deck  ships  and  hulks  the  ships  which  are  to  be  opposed  to  the 
floating  batteries,  fee.  will  find  tucir  stations  by  observing  the 
stations  of  the  ships  to  be  opposed  to  the  two-decked  ships 
and  hulks. 

link  of  battle. 


p Edgar, 

These  ships  are  to  | Ardent, 
fire  in  parsing  on-(  Glatton, 
to  (heir  stations.  I Isis, 

L Agamemnon,* 


1 

! Are  to  lead  in  suc- 
I cession. 

j 


The  Edgar  to  anchor  abreast  of  No.  5 (a  sixty-four  gun 
ship  hulk).  The  Ardent  to  passth.  Edgar  anJ  anclio-  abreast 
of  No.  6 and  No.  7.  The  Glatton  to  pass  the  Ardent  and 
anchor  abreast  of  No.  9 (a  sixty-fou;  gun  ship  hulk).  The 
Isis  to  anchor  abreast  o'  N >.  z (.1  'ixty-f  ur  gun  ship  hulk). 
The  Agamemnon  to  anchor  aoreast  of  No.  t. 


Be. Iona,* 

Elephant, 

Ganges, 

Monarch, 

Dvfiei  ce, 

Rtsscll,* 


}► 


To  take  their  station  and  anchor  as  is  pre. 
scribed  by  t..c  tallowing  arrangements. 


Polyphemus,  J 


I 
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particulars,  and  the  events  which  took  place,  and 
to  which  it  gave  birth,  are  most  accurately  and 

f 

Memorandum.  No.  i begins  with  the  enemy’s  first  ship  to 
southward. 


Supposed  number 
of  (u«  mounted 
cn  u.e  side. 


74  • 
64  . 


26 


3fLowfloating  batteries, "1 10 
< ship-rigged,  rather  lay  v 
4 [within  the  line.  Ji 


5 64  . 

6 C Pontoon 


{Agamemnon.* 

Desiree  is  to  follow  Agamem- 
non, and  take  No.  2. 

f It  is  hoped  the  Desiree’s  fire 
will  not  only  rake  No.  1,  but 
also  rake  these  2 floating  batte- 
ries. Capt. Rose  is  to  place  the  6 
gun-brigs  so  as  to  rake  them  also 
2 1 Edgar. 


10 


6cPontoon  ....  10?  . , 

{ Ardent. 

7 1 Frigate  hulk  . . . iz) 


SCSmall,  no  guns  visible 
9$  64 20 


G latton. 


loShipRun-boatof22gunsi  1 1 ... 

_ | Bellona,*  to  give  her  attention 

1 1 {Pontoons,  or . . . 12  > , „. 

1 to  support  the  Ola; ton. 

12  (Floating  batteries  . 12  J 

lj  74  ......  36  Elephant. 

i4tPontoons,  or.  . • 12? 

5 (Floating  batteries  .123  ° 

64 3°  Monarch. 

17  64 3°  Defiance. 

18  64 3°  Rus»el-* 

19  64 3°  Polyphemus. 


X 

16 


30 


CA  small  ship,  suppos-7 
( ed  a bomb  . . J 


Ships  marked  thus  ( • ) were  not  in  action,  being  en  shore, 
though,  from  their  situation,  they  were  exposed  to  the  ene- 
my’s fire. 

The  six  gun-boats.  Captain  Rose  is  to  place  with  the 
Jamaica,  to  make  a raking  fire  upon  No.  !•  The  gun-boats,  it 
i*  presumed,  may  get  far  enough  a-stem  of  No.  1 to  take 


LORD  VTSCOUNT  NELSON.  223 

concisely  given,  in  the  official  report  made  by  his 
lordship  to  the  commander  in  chief.  It  is  neces- 
sary only  to  observe,  that  as  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  was  formidable  in  the  extreme,  so  was  the 

Nos.  3 and  4;  and  Captain  Rose  is  to  advance  with  the  ships 
and  vessels  under  his  orders,  to  the  northward,  as  he  may 
perceive  tlte  British  fite  to  cease  where  he  is  first  stationed. 

Nos.  i,  2,  3,  and  4 being  subdued,  which  is  expected  to 
happen  at  an  early  period,  the  Isis  and  Agamemnon  are  to  cut 
their  cables,  and  immediately  make  sail  and  take  their  sta- 
tions alhcasi  of  the  Polyphemus,  in  order  to  support  that  part 
of  the  line.  One  flat  boat,  manned  and  armed,  is  to  remain 
on  the  off  side  of  each  line  of  battle  sh'p.  The  remaining 
flat  boats,  with  the  boats  for  boarding,  which  will  be  sent  by 
Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  under  the  command  of  a first  lieu- 
tenant of  the  London,  are  to  keep  as  near  to  the  Elephant  as 
possible,  but  out  of  the  line  of  fire,  and  to  be  ready  to  receive 
the  direction  of  Lord  Nelson. 

The  four  launches,  with  anchors  and  cables,  which  will  be 
sent  by  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  under  the  command  of  a 
lieutenant  of  the  London,  to  be  as  near  the  Elephant  as  possi- 
ble, out  of  the  line  of  fire,  ready  to  receive  orders  from  Vice- 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson. 

The  Alcmene,  Blanche,  Arrow,  Dart,  Zephyr,  and  Otter 
fire-ships,  are  to  proceed  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Riou, 
of  the  Amazon,  to  perform  such  service  as  he  is  directed  br 
Lord  Nelson. 

The  Agamemnon  could  rot  weather  the  shoal,  and  was , 
not  in  action.  The  Polypaemus  c-'ulit  not  get  further  than 
No.  1,  so  that  Nos.  14,  15,  :6,  17.  S 19,  and  20,  were  op- 
posed to  the  Elephaut,  Ganges  Mon.rch  Amazon,  Blanche, 
Alcmene,  and  Arrow  ; added  to  which,  there  were  two  bat- 
teries on  shore,  one  mounting  tnirty-six  brass  iw  nty-four 
pounders,  and  four  mortars ; the  other  fihy-two  bra.s  twenty- 
four  pounders. 
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resistance  most  gallant  and  determined.  Lord 
Nelson  himself  bore  the  most  decided  testimony, 
of  the  high  opinion  with  which  the  bravery  of  the 
defenders  had  impressed  him  ; he  has  been  known 
to  declare  repeatedly,  that  the  attack  of  Copen- 
hagen was,  of  all  the  encounters  in  which  he  had 
ever  been  engaged,  the  most  tremendous. 

During  that  pause  of  action,  which,  as  we 
shall  presently  see,  took  place  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  of  attack,  lie  declared  to  Colonel 
Lindholm,  aid-du-camp  to  the  Crown  Prince, 
who  waited  on  him  with  a message  respecting  a 
flag  of  truce  which  he  had  sent,  that  “ the  French 
fought  bravely,  but  that  they  could  not  have  stood 
an  hour,  the  fight  which  the  Danes  maintained 
for  four : I have  been,  said  his  lordship,  in  one 
hundred  and  five  engagements,  in  the  course  of 
my  life,  but  that  of  to-day  was  the  most  terrible 
of  all.”  * 

• The  British  official  dispatches  relative  to  the  attack  on 
Copenhagen. 

“ Slit,  “ Copenhagen  Roads,  April  6,  1S01. 

“ You  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  that  since  mv  letter  of  the  23d  of 
March,  no  opportunity  of  wind  offered  for  going  up  the  Sound 
until  the  25th,  when  the  wind  shifted  in  a most  violent  squall 
from  the  S.  W.  to  N.  W.  and  north,  and  blew  with  such  vio- 
lence, and  with  so  great  a sea,  as  to  render  it  impossible  for 
any  ship  to  have  weighed  her  anchor.  The  wind  and  sea 
were  even  so  violent  as  to  oblige  many  ships  to  let  go  a se- 
cond anchor  to  prevent  them  from  driving,  notwithstanding  they 
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Nothing  indeed,  without  the  slightest  suspicion 
of  flattery  be  it  said,  could  exceed  the  firmness 

were  riding  with  two  cables  an  end  ; and,  by  the  morning,  the 
wind  veered  again  to  the  southward  of  the  west.  On  the  30th 
of  last  month,  the  wind  having  come  to  the  northward,  we 
passed  into  the  Sound  with  the  fleet,  but  not  before  I had  as- 
sured myself  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  the  Danes  to  oppose 
our  passage.  Af.er  anchoring  about  five  or  six  miles  from 
the  island  of  Huin,  1 reconnoitred  with  Vice-Admiral 
Lord  Nelson,  and  Rear-Admiral  Graves,  the  formidable 
line  of  ships,  radeaus,  pontoons,  galleys,  fire. ships,  and 
gun-boats,  flanked  and  supported  by  extensive  batteries  on  the 
two  islands  called  The  Crowns;  the  largest  of  which  was 
mounted  with  from  50  to  70  pieces  of  cannon  ; these  were  again 
commanded  by  two  ships  of  70  gnns,  and  a large  frigate  in  the 
inner  road  of  Copenhagen  and  two  64  gun  ships  (without 
masts),  were  moored  on  the  flat,  on  the  starboard  side  of  the 
entrance  into  the  arsenal.  The  day  after,  the  wind  being 
southerly,  we  again  examined  their  position,  and  came  to  the 
resolution  of  attacking  them  from  the  southward.  Vice-Ad- 
miral Lord  Nelson,  having  offered  his  services  for  conducting 
the  attack,  had,  some  days  before  we  entered  the  Sound, 
shifted  his  flag  to  the  Elephant $ and  after  having  examined  and 
buoyed  the  outer  channel  of  the  middle  ground,  his  lordship 
proceeded  with  the  twelve  ships  of  the  line  named  in  the  mar* 
gin,*  all  the  frigate.', bombs,  fire-ships,  and  all  the  small  vessels, 
and  that  evening  anchored  off  Draco  Point,  to  make  his  dispo- 
sition for  the  attack,  and  wait  for  the  wind  to  the  southward. 
It  was  agreed  between  us,  that  the  remaining  ships  with  me 
should  weigh  at  the  same  moment  his  Lordship  did,  and  me- 
nace the  Crown  batteries,  and  the  four  ships  of  the  line  that 


* Elephant,  Defiance,  Monarch,  Bcllona,  Elgar,  Russel, 
Ganges,  Glatton,  Isis,  Agamemnon,  Polyphemus,  Ardent. 
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and  intrepidity  displayed  by  the  Danes,  and  ne- 
ver was  there  perhaps  any  situation  whatever* 

lay  at  the  entrance  of  the  arsenal;  as  also  to  cover  our  disabled 
ships  as  they  came  out  of  action. 

1 hare  now  the  honour  to  enclose  a copy  of  Vice-Admiral 
Lord  Nelson’s  report  to  me  of  the  action  on  the  zd  instant. 
His  lordship  has  'tated  so  fully  the  whole  of  his  proceedings 
on  that  day,  as  only  to  leave  me  the  opportunity  to  testify  my 
entire  acquiescence  and  testimony  of  the  bravery  and  intrepi- 
dity with  which  the  action  was  supported  throughout  the  line. 
Wss  it  possible  for  me  to  add  any  thing  to  the  well  earned 
renown  of  Lord  Nelson,  it  would  be  by  asserting,  that  his 
exertions,  great  as  they  have  heretofore  been,  never  were  car- 
ried to  a higher  pitch  of  zeal  for  his  country’s  service.  I have 
only  to  lament  that  the  sort  of  attack,  confined  within  an  in- 
tricate and  narrow  passage,  excluded  the  ships  particularly  un- 
der my  command  from  the  opportunity  of  exhibiting  their 
valour ; but  I can  with  great  truth  assert,  that  the  same  spirit 
and  zeal  animated  the  whole  of  the  fleet ; and  I trust  that  the 
contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  will,  on  some  future  day, 
affoid  them  an  occasion  of  showing  that  the  whole  were  in« 
spired  with  the  same  spirit,  had  the  field  been  sufficiently  ex- 
tensive to  have  brought  it  into  action. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  concern  I mention  the  loss  of  Cap- 
tains Moss  and  Riou,  two  very  brave  and  gallant  officers,  and 
whose  loss,  as  I am  well  informed,  will  be  sensibly  felt  by  the 
families  they  have  left  behind  them  ; the  former  a wife  and 
children,  the  latter  an  aged  mother.  From  the  known  gal- 
lantry of  Sir  Thomas  Thompson  on  former  occasions,  the 
naval  service  will  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  the  future  exer- 
tions of  that  brave  officer,  whose  leg  was  shot  off.  For  all 
other  particulars,  1 beg  leave  to  refer  their  Lordships  to 
Captain  Otway,  who  was  with  Lord  Nelson  in  the  latter  part 
af  the  action,  and  able  to  answer  any  questions  that  may  be 
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- that  called  it  forth  more  imperiously.  The  en- 
counter took  place  in  the  presence  of  a Prince 

thought  necessary  to  put  to  him.  A return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  you  will  receive  herewith. 

0 I have  the  honour  to  bei  4c. 

H Parker. 

“Sir,  “ Elephant,  off  Copenhagen,  3d  April,  180 1. 

•*  In  obedience  to  your  directions  to  report  the  proceedings  of 
the  squadron  named  in  the  margin,*  which  you  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  place  under  my  command,  I beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  having,  by  the  assistance  of  that  able  officer.  Captain 
Riou,  and  the  unremitting  exertions  of  Captain  Brisbane,  and 
the  masters  of  the  Amazon  and  Cruiser,  in  particular,  buoyed 
the  channel  of  the  Outer  Deep,  and  the  position  of  the  mid- 
dle Ground,  the  squadron  passed  in  safety,  and  anchored  off 
Draco  the  evening  of  the  first ; and  that  yesterday  morning  I 
made  the  signal  for  the  squadron  to  weigh,  and  to  engage  the 
Danish  line,  consisting  of  six  sail  of  the  line,  eleven  floating 
batteries,  mounting  from  twenty-six  twenty-four  pounders,  to 
eighteen  eighteen  pounders,  and  one  bomb  ship,  besides 
schooner  gun-vessels.  These  were  supported  by  the  Crown 
Islands,  mounting  cighty-eight  cannon,  and  four  nil  of  the 
line  moored  in  the  harbour’s  mouth,  and  some  batteries  on 
the  island  of  Amak.  The  bomb-ship  and  schooner  gun-ves- 
sels made  their  escape,  the  other  seventeen  sail  are  sunk, 
burnt,  or  taken,  being  the  whole  of  the  Danish  line  to  the 
southward  of  the  Crown  Islands,  after  a battle  of  four  hours. 


* Llcpnant,  Defiance,  Monarch,  Belkina,  Edgar,  Russel, 
Ganges,  GUtton,  Isis,  Agamemnon,  Polyphemus,  Ardent, 
Amazon,  Desiree,  Blanche,  Ale  ire  tie ; sloops,  Dart,  Arrow, 
Cruiser,  and  Harpy;  fire-ships,  Zephyr  and  Otter;  bombs. 
Discovery,  Sulphur,  Hecla,  Explosion,  Zebra,  Terror,  and 
Volcano. 
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beloved  and  adored}  in  the  very  front  and  . 
view  of  the  metropolis,  where  the  parents, 

/ 

From  the  very  intricate  navigation,  the  Bellona  and  Rus- 
sel unfortunately  grounded ; but  although  not  in  the  situation 
assigned  them,  yet  so  placed  as  to  be  of  great  service.  The 
Agamemnon  could  not  weather  the  shoal  of  the  middle,  and 
' was  obliged  to  anchor;  but  not  the  smallest  blame  can  be  at- 
tached to  Captain  Fancourt ; it  was  an  event  to  which  all  the 
ships  were  liable.  These  accidents  prevented  the  extension  of 
our  line  by  the  three  ships  before  mentioned,  who  would,  I 
am  confident,  have  silenced  the  Crown  Islands,  the  two  outer 
ships  in  the  harbour’s  mouth,  and  prevented  the  heavy  loss  in 
the  Defiance  and  Monarch,  and  which  unhappily  threw  the 
gallant  and  good  Captain  Riou  (to  whom  I had  given  the  com-  * 
mand  of  the  frigates  and  sloops  named  in  the  margin,*  to  assist 
the  attack  of  the  ships  at  the  harbour’s  mouth,)  under  a very 
heavy  fire ; the  consequence  has  been  the  death  of  Captain 
Riou,  and  many  brave  officers  and  men  in  the  frigates  and 
sloops.  The  bombs  were  directed  and  took  their  stations 
abreast  of  the  Elephant,  and  threw  some  shells  into  the  arse- 
nal. Captain  Rose,  who  volunteered  his  services  to  direct 
the  gun-brigs,  did  every  thing  that  was  possible  to  get  them 
forward,  but  the  current  was  too  strong  for  them  to  be  of 
service  during  the  action  ; but  not  the  less  merit  is  due  to  Cap- 
tain Rose,  and,  I believe,  all  the  officers  and  crews  of  the 
gun-brigs,  for  their  exertions.  The  boats  of  those  siiips  of  the 
fleet,  who  were  not  ordered  on  the  attack,  afforded  us  every 
assistance ; and  the  officers  and  men  who  were  in  them,  merit 
my  warmest  approbation.  The  Desiree  took  her  station  in 
raking  the  southernmost  Danish  ship  of  the  line,  and  performed 
the  greatest  service. 

The  action  began  at  five  minutes  past  ten.  The  van,  led 
by  Captain  George  Murray  of  the  Edgar,  who  set  a noble  ex- 

* Blanche,  Alcmene,  Dart,  Arrow,  Zephyr,  and  Otter. 
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the  children,  the  relatives,  and  friends  of  the  de- 
fenders, were  not  only  spectators  of  their  gallant 

ample  of  Intrepidity,  which  was  as  well  followed  up  by  every 
Captain,  officer,  and  man  in  the  squadron.  It  is  my  duty  to 
atate  to  you  the  high  and  distinguished  merit  and  gallantry  of 
Rear-Admiral  Graves.  To  Captain  Foley,  who  permitted  me 
the  honour  of  hoisting  my  flag  in  the  Elephant,  I feel  under 
the  greatest  obligations,  his  advice  was  necessary  on  many 
important  occasions  during  the  battle.  I beg  leave  to  express 
how  much  I feel  indebted  to  every  Captain,  officer,  and  man, 
for  their  zeal  and  distinguished  bravery  on  this  occasion.  The 
Honourable  Colonel  Stewart  did  me  the  favour  to  be  on  board 
the  Elephant ; and  himself,  with  every  other  officer  and  soldier 
under  his  orders,  shared  with  pleasure  the  toils  and  dangers  of 
the  day.  The  loss  in  such  a battle  has  naturally  been  very 
heavy.  Amongst  many  other  brave  officers  and  men  who 
were  killed,  I have,  with  sorrow,  to  place  the  name  of  Cap- 
tain Mosse,  of  the  Monarch,  who  has  left  a wife  and  six  chil- 
dren to  lament  his  loss ; and,  among  the  wounded,  that  of 
Captain  Sir  Thomas  B.  Thompson,  of  the  Bellona. 

, I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

Nelson  and  Brontz. 

' KILL!  D. 

Officers,  . . . . 20 

Seamen,  Marines,  and  Soldiers,  234—254. 

WOUNDED. 

Officers,  . : . . 48 

Seamen,  Marines,  and  Soldiers,  651—689 

Total  killed  and  wounded,  943 
Sir  Hyde  Parker,  knight,  who  is  now  living,  was  the  second 
son  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  baronet ; he  entered 
into  the  naval  service  of  his  country  when  very  young,  under  the 
auspices  and  protection  of  his  father ; and  after  having  served 
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conduct,  but  actually  depended  on  it  as  their  sole 
hope,  refuge,  and  protection,  from  the  fury  of  their 

as  a petty  officer  on  board  the  Squirrel,  wai  removed  into  the 
Brilliant ; in  which  ship  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieu- 
tenant, on  the  2jth  of  January,  1758-  From  this  ship  he 
accompanied  his  father,  in  the  same  capacity,  on  board  the 
Norfolk,  then  under  orders  for  the  East  Indies,  and  having 
Arrived  there,  was  very  rapidly  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Post-Captain,  by  commission  bearing  date  July  18th,  1763. 
The  ship  he  took  tne  command  of  on  ibis  occasion  is  said,  by 
Mr.  Hardy,  to  have  been  th  t Bellaine,  though  no  such  ship  ap- 
pears on  the  list  of  the  royal  navy.  From  this  period  till  the 
year  1775  the  naval  annals  are  silent  concerning  this  gentle- 
man ; in  the  latter  year,  however,  we  find  him  appointed  to  the 
Phoenix,  in  which  ship  he  almost  immediately  proceeded  to 
North  America,  where  he  distinguished  himself  in  various 
petty  encounters  in  a most  eminent  degree,  and  most  particu- 
larly, when  having,  on  the  9th  of  Oct.  1776,  been  detached  with 
the  Roebuck  and  Tartar  under  his  orders,  to  force  a pas- 
sage, if  possible,  above  the  American  works  at  Jeffry’s  Hook, 
on  York  Island,  he,  notwithstanding  the  very  great  obstacles 
which  the  enemy  had  prepared  to  counteract  his  endeavours, 
to  gallantly  conducted  the  force  under  his  command,  in  which 
he  was  bravely  s conded  by  the  officers  and  men  under  his 
orders,  that  he  completely  overcame  all  difficulties.  For  his 
conduct  on  this  occasion,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  confer  on 
him  the  honour  of  knighthood.  Though  Sir  Hyde  continued 
in  active  service  in  the  same  seas  for  the  two  succeeding  years, 
nothing  particularly  interesting  occurred  to  raise  his  character 
highrr  than  it  already  was,  and  the  Phoenix  being  in  want  of  a 
complete  repair,  he  returned  in  her  to  England  about  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1 779. 

Sir  Hyde  still  retained  the  command  of  the  same  ship, 
and  it  naving  been  put  in  a state  of  complete  repair,  he 
was  ordered  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  Jamaica,  for  which 
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assailants.  The  feelings  of  all  ranks  were,  as 
may  easily  be  conceived,  wound  up  to  the  high- 

I 

place  he  tailed  in  the  month  of  December,  in  company  with 
Sir  George,  afterwards  Lord  Rodney,  who  was  destined  for 
Gibraltar.  Sir  Hyde  having  parted  company,  proceeded 
with  the  convoy,  which  had  been  consigned  to  his  charge,  to 
the  place  of  his  destination,  and  having  seen  it  safe  into  p rt, 
continued  to  cruise  in  those  teat  till  the  month  of  October, 
with  considerable  success  against  the  enemy. 

A tremendous  hurricane,  which  in  the  month  last  mentioned 
almost  laid  waste  the  whole  of  the  islands  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world,  proved  fatal  to  the  Phcenix.  She  was  wrecked  on 
the  island  of  Cuba,  after  having  received  the  greatest  injury 
during  the  tempest ; of  tire  crew,  twenty  were  unfortunately 
washed  overboard  with  the  main  mast;  all  the  remamdrr,  to- 
gether with  Sir  Hyde,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  forty 
persons,  reached  the  shore  in  safety.  In  this  disastrous  and 
trying  situation,  the  abilities  of  the  commander  shone  con. 
spicuoUs  ; by  his  exhortations  the  survivors  were  animated  to 
use  every  exertion  for  their  preservation,  not  only  from  their 
immediate  evils,  but  from  those  they  might  naturally  apprehend. 
They  were  cast  on  a shore  in  the  possession  of  their  enemies,  and 
a fate  not  much  superior  to  that  which  they  had  so  narrowly 
escaped,  was  the  probable  consequence  of  their  being  disco- 
vered. To  remedy,  however,  and  prevent  as  far  as  possible, 
any  such  disaster  from  happening  to  them,  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
with  indefatigable  industry,  caused  a temporary  fortification  to 
be  erected,  and  having  procured  some  cannon,  together  with 
ammunition,  from  the  wreck,  caused  them  to  be  mounted 
in  the  best  manner  he  could,  so  as  to  command  the  approach  of 
the  enemy.  He  had  also  the  precaution  to  send  off  immedi- 
ately after  the  accident  happened,  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr. 
Archer,  in  one  of  the  ship’s  boats,  to  Jamaica,  for  assistance, 
and  had  the  good  fortune,  in  seven  days  after  the  loss  of  the 
ship,  to  have  his  anxiety  for  his  brave  companion^  in  distress 
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est  pitch  of  sensibility ; but  the  fears,  the  hopes, 
and  the  presages  of  the  individual,  were  lost  in 

alleviated,  by  the  arrival  of  vessels  from  the  latter  island, 
which  conveyed  them  in  safety  to  Montego  Bay,  which  they 
reached  on  the  t jth  of  the  same  month. 

Soon  after  the  above  unfortunate  event.  Sir  Hyde  arrived 
in  England,  and  was  appointed  to  the  Goliath,  of  seventy- 
four  gun?,  a ship  then  under  equipment  for  the  Channel  ser- 
vice. In  this  command  he  accompanied  Lord  Howe  in  the 
month  of  September,  178*,  on  the  expedition  for  the  relief 
of  Gibraltar,  and  in  the  partial  encounter  which  took  place 
on  that  occasion  between  the  British  fl-et  and  the  combined 
armament  of  France  and  Spain,  led  the  van,  and  had  four  meh 
killed,  with  one  of  his  lieutenants,  and  the  master,  together 
with  fourteen  seamen  or  marines,  wounded.  Peace  taking 
place  soon  after  this  period,  Sir  Hyde  returned  to  England  in 
the  Goliath,  and  again  sailed  to  Gibraltar  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1783:  on  his  second  return  from  thence,  the 
Goliath  being  stationed  as  a guard-ship  at  Portsmouth,  he 
retained  the  command  of  her  during  the  customarily  allotted 
period. 

On  the  apprehended  rupture  with  France  in  the  year  1787, 
Sir  Hyde  was  appointed  to  the  Orion,  of  seventy  four  guns  2 
but  the  point  in  dispute  being  soon  adjusted,  the  Orion  was 
put  out  of  commission,  and  Sir  Hyde  became  unemployed. 
He  continued  in  retirement  from  the  service  till  the  month  of 
May,  1790,  when  he  received  the  command  of  the  Bruns- 
wick, of  seventy-four  guns,  on  the  prospect  of  a rupture  with 
Spain ; but  this  storm  soon  subsiding  like  the  preceding,  Sir 
Hyde  again  resigned  his  command. 

Hostilities  having  commenced  against  France  in  the  year 
1793,  Sir  Hyde  wa«,  on  the  1st  of  February,  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  and  accepted  the  station 
of  first  captain  to  vice-admiral  Lord  Hood,  who  was  appoint- 
ed chief  in  command  in  the  Mediterranean ; he  accordingly  pro- 
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the  general  concern;  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
stake  directed  the  minds  of  all  to  one  point  only. 

ceeded  with  him  thither  in  the  Victory,  from  which  ship  he 
tome  time  afterward*  removed  into  the  St.  George,  and  hoisted 
his  flag  as  commander  of  a squadron.  On  the  12th  of  April, 
1794,  he  was  advanced  to  be  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and 
on  the  4th  of  June  following,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  blue. 
Not  long  after  he  had  been  raised  to  the  latter  rank,  he  was  pre- 
tent at  the  partial  encounter  with  the  French  fleet,  in  which 
engagement  the  Ca  Ira,  of  eighty  guns,  and  the  Censeur  of 
seventy-four,  became  prizes  to  Admiral  (since  Lord)  Hotham, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  command  in  the  Mediterranean. 
On  the  1st  of  June  subsequent  to  the  above  engagement.  Sir 
Hyde  was  further  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 
No  other  very  remarkable  occurrence  happened  during  this 
gentleman’s  service  in  those  seas,  except  a second  trivial  skir- 
mish with  the  French  squadron,  on  the  13th  of  July,  suc- 
ceeding his  last  promotion,  in  which  l’Alcide,  of  seventy- 
four  guns,  surrendered,  but  was  afterwards  unfortunately 
blown  up. 

Sir  Hyde  returned  to  Enghnd  in  the  year  1796,  and  was 
very  soon  afterwards  appointed  to  the  Jamaica  station, where,  by 
the  judicious  arrangement  of  his  cruisers,  he  mos.  materially 
annoyed  the  trade  of  the  enemy.  Having  remained  on  this  sta- 
tion for  the  space  of  three  years,  he  returned  to  England,  and 
was  almost  immediately  appointed  to  a command  in  the 
Channel  fleet.  Nothing  interesting  occurred  in  this  species 
of  service,  neither  are  there  any  further  particulars  worth 
noticing  till  his  appointment  to  the  chief  command  of  the 
fleet  destined  for  the  Baltic,  on  which  occasion  he  hoisted 
his  flag  on  board  the  London.  His  conduct  on  this  ser- 
vice was  deserving  of  the  highest  encomiums.  After  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  which  the  memorable  engage- 
ment at  Copenhagen  produced,  Sir  Hyde  struck  his  flag,  since 
which  time  be  has  not  occupied  any  active  situation  in  the 
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From  the  crown  prince,  say  the  most  candid 
observers  and  writers,  whose  cool  intrepidity  and 

naval  service  of  his  country.  On  the  14th  day  of  February, 
1799,  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  admiral  of  the  blue  squad- 
ron ; he  was  further  promoted  to  be  admiral  of  the  white  on 
the  ajd  of  April,  1804 ; and,  lastly,  on  the  9th  of  November, 
180$,  to  the  same  rank  in  the  red  squadron. 

Sir  Thomas  Graves,  K.  B.,  is  the  second  son  of  a respectable 
clergyman,  who  some  time  since  settled  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
Having,  at  an  early  period  of  life,  been  placed  under  the  pro- 
tection of  his  uncle.  Admiral  Samuel  Graves,  he  was,  by  that 
excellent  officer,  initiated  into  the  naval  service,  and  served 
under  him  in  the  war  prior  to  that  with  America,  as  a mid- 
shipman on  board  several  vessels.  On  the  restoration  of  peace, 
in  the  year  1763,  Captain  Graves,  who  was  afterwards  most 
deservedly  raised  to  a peerage  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by 
the  title  of  Lord  Graves,  took  the  young  midshipman  on 
board  the  Antelope,  in  which  capacity  he  afterwards,  in  the 
year  1765,  accompanied  hia  relation  to  Africa,  where  he  re- 
ceived a commission  as  lieutenant  on  board  the  Shannon,  in 
which  ship  he  continued  in  the  same  situation  when  she  re- 
turned to  Portsmouth.  During  his  voyage  to  Africa,  he  is 
said,  although  then  very  young,  to  have  discovered  those  signs 
of  emulation  and  intrepid  courage,  which  became  so  conspicu- 
ous in  him  at  a riper  age.  After  he  quitted  the  Shannon,  no  par- 
ticular mention  is  made  of  him,  till  he  became  a lieutenant  on 
board  the  Arethusa,  at  the  time  of  the  armament  concerning 
the  Falkland  Islands,  He  had  at  this  time  so  far  established 
his  character  for  courage  and  abilities,  as  to  induce  Lord 
Mulgrave,  who  was  proceeding  on  a most  hazardous  expedi- 
tion towards  the  North  Pole,  to  select  him  as  one  of  his 
officers.  Nor  was  his  lordship  disappointed  in  his  choice,  as 
Mr.  Graves  gave  several  specimens  of  his  nautical  knowledge, 
amidst  the  various  dangers  that  surrounded  them,  combating 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


235 


judgment  were  gloriously  displayed  in  the  sight 
of  his  people,  and  of  Europe,  to  the  humblest 

every  difficulty  that  occurred,  with  the  greatest  intrepidity  and 
firmness  of  mind. 

On  his  return  from  this  expedition,  he  sailed  for  America* 
where  his  uncle.  Admiral  Samuel  Graves,  held  the  chief  com. 
mand.  On  this  station  he,  on  a great  variety  of  petty  en- 
counters, fully  established  that  fame,  the  germe  of  whi^h  had 
disclosed  itself  at  his  first  outset  in  the  service  of  his  country. 
One  particular  instance,  as  it  relates  personally  to  himself,  is 
here  selected,  as,  perhaps,  it  affords  the  best  criterion  of  his 
natural  courage.  While  Mr.  Graves  was  scarcely  recovered 
from  some,  wounds  which  he  had  received  in  burning  of  a 
vessel,  and  w employed  in  a gun-boat  at  Noddle’s  Island, 
opposite  Boston,  an  American  boldly  left  his  companions  and 
came  forward,  as  if  in  direct  challenge  to  the  English:  Mr. 
Graves,  whose  natural  coucage  was  roused  by  the  daring  in- 
sult, as  he  deemed  it,  instantly  procured  a musquet  and 
bayonet,  and  stepped  forward  to  meet  him.  When  he  had  ap- 
proached his  antagonist  within  about  fifty  yards,  the  American 
seemed  to  decline  the  contest,  which  Mr.  Graves  perceiving, 
invited  him  to  approach,  stimulating  him  with  the  observa- 
tion, that  the  eyes  of  the  two  parties  were  upon  them,  and 
anxiomty  watched  the  result,  and  that  as  he  gave  the  chal- 
lenge, so  it  was  his  place  to  advance  and  choose  his  distance. 
This  exhortation  proving,  however,  of  no  avail,  Mr.  Graves 
pressed  on  towards  the  American,  who  appeared  motionless, 
but  in  his  eagerness  fell  into  a swamp.  An  advantage  im- 
mediately was  taken  of  this  accident,  and  his  intended  op- 
ponent fired  his  musquet,  the  ball  of  which  narrowly  missed 
Mr,  Graves,  who,  after  firing  his  own  without  effect,  was 
obliged  to  retire,  many  of  the  enemy  having  by  this  time 
joined  their  companion.  It  was  not  without  considerable 
danger,  our  intrepid  countryman  effected  his  retreat,  and  he 
was  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  the  whole  party. 
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citizen,  one  heroic  mind  and  purpose  seemed  to 
animate  and  unite  the  whole : never  had  the 

Mr.  Graves  returned  to  England  with  his  uncle  the  admiral, 
as  lieutenant  onboard  the  Preston,  but  very  soon  accompanied 
Commodore  Hotham  back  to  the  same  country  in  the  same 
ship,  and  on  various  occasions  was  eminently  serviceable,  by  his 
knowledge  of  the  coast,  being  constantly  employed  in  every 
scene  of  difficulty  and  danger.  He  soon,  however,  quitted 
America,  and  again  sought  for  employment  in  England, 
where  actual  hostilities  having  commenced  with  France,  he 
procured  himself,  through  the  recommendation  of  his  rela- 
tion, Rear-admiral  Thomas  Graves,  an  active  situation,  being 
appointed  to  the  Savage  sloop  of  war,  then  stationed  in  the 
West  Indies.  While  on  this  service  no  opportunity  offered 
to  increase  his  reputation ; but  it  being  necessary  to  send  dis- 
patches to  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  the  commander  in  chief  on  the 
American  station,  Mr.  Graves  was  the  bearer  of  them,  and 
so  ingratiated  himself  with  that  brave  and  worthy  admiral, 
especially  by  a daring  and  intrepid  offer  he  made  of  pilot, 
jog  the  leading  ship  of  the  English  fleet  under  his  command, 
through  the  intricate  navigation  of  Rhode  Island,  that  from 
that  moment  he  promised  to  become  his  friend  and  patron. 
This  offer  of  service  was  not  a mere  empty  word,  for  Mr. 
Arbuthnot  very  soon  after  proved  his  attachment  to  him,  by 
appointing  him  post  captain  in  the  Bedford  of  74  guns,  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1781,  onboard  which  ship  he  served  as  captain 
to  the  admiral,  during  the  continuance  of  the  latter  in  America. 
After  the  departure  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  for  England,  Mr. 
Graves  still  retained  the  command  of  the  Bedford,  and  served 
in  that  ship  in  the  engagement  between  the  British  fleet,  com- 
manded by  his  relation, Rear-admiral  Thomas  (afterwards  Lord) 
Graves,  and  the  French  armament  under  the  Count  de  Grasse, 
off  the  Chesapeak.  On  the  return  of  the  English  squadron  to 
>.'cw  York,  Captain  Graves  was  appointed  to  the  Magicicnne 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSOJG  £37 

Danish  valour,  in  the  brightest  periods  of  their 
history,  shone  out  with  more  distinguished  lustre. 

frigate,  then  fitting  out  at  Halifax  ; but  preferring  a more  ac- 
tive line  of  service,  declined  accepting  the  command  of  her, 
and  proceeded  in  the  Bedford  to  the  West  Indies,  on  board 
which  ship  Commodore  Affleck  hoisted  his  broad  pendant, which 
bore  a most  distinguished  share  in  the  encounter  between  Sir 
Samuel  (now  Lord)  Hood,  and  the  Count  de  Grasse,  on  the 
2jth  of  January,  1782,  in  Basse  Terre  road;  indeed  in  so 
great  a degree  was  the  Bedford  conspicuous  on  this  occasion, 
as  to  be  particularly  noticed  by  the  commander  in  chief. 
The  1 2th  of  April  following  added  fresh  honours  to  the  brow 
of  Captain  Graves,  and  raised  his  reputation,  for  intrepid 
courage  and  ability  as  an  officer,  still  higher,  if  possible,  than 
before.  After  the  arrival  of  admiral  Bigot,  w ho  succeeded 
Lord  Rodney  as  commander  in  chief,  when  the  fleet  had  pro- 
ceeded to  America  in  the  autumn  of  1782,  Captain  Graves 
quitted  the  Bedford  and  took  the  command  of  the  Magicienne, 
of  32  guns,  the  same  he  had  before  been  appointed  to ; anj  in 
this  frigate  he  was  employed  in  protecting  different  con- 
voys to  and  from  the  West  Indies.  While  on  this  service, 
tedious  to  an  active  mind,  it  was  his  fortune  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  distinguishing  himself  by  an  encounter,  as  des- 
perate as  any  that  had  happened  during  the  whole  war.  On 
the  2d  of  January,  1783,  he  fell  in  with  the  Sybille  French 
frigate,  of  40  guns,  having  on  board,  besides  her  own  com- 
plement, 350  seamen  belonging  to  le  Scipion,  which  had 
been  stranded  in  Samana  bay ; and  another  small  ship  of  24 
guns : the  latter  vessel  soon  struck,  but  took  advantage  of  tty; 
disabled  state  of  the  Magicienne  to  get  off.  Captain  Graves 
had  sustained  so  severe  an  action  with  the  large  frigate,  that  he 
had  not  a mast  standing ; and  though  the  enemy’s  fire  was 
almost  siienced,  and  an  immediate  conquest  was  expected, 
the  Sybille  being  to  windward,  made  her  escape,  although 
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The  daring  pirates  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  cen-, 
turies  did  not  exhibit  greater  intrepidity  and 

with  the  utmost  difficulty.  The  loss  of  killed  and  wounded, 
on  board  the  Magicienne,  was  very  great,  for,  though  her 
original  complement  was  220  men,  she  had,  at  the  time  of 
her  engagement,  only  1891  of  these  53  were  killed  and 
wounded  ; among  the  former  were  thjee  officers  and  16  sea- 
men ; in  the  latter  were  five  officers,  including  those  of 
the  marines. 

An  eye  witness  of  the  action  speaks  in  the  highest  strains 
of  panegyric  on  the  intrepidity  of  Captain  Graves,  whose 
zealous  ardour  was  such  as  to  induce  him  to  run  so  close  to 
the  smaller  frigate,  which  he  first  encountered,  that  he  carried 
away  her  studding  sail  booms  from  her  yard-arms  ; and  when 
she  had  struck,  disdainiug  to  take  possession  of  so  insignifi- 
cant a priac,  when  a more  noble  one  was  in  view,  he  stood 
after  the  S}billc,  run  her  also  on  board,  and  gave  her  at 
the  same  time  a most  tremendous  and  destructive  fire. 

This  was  the  last  enterprize  in  which  Mr.  Graves  was  en- 
gaged during  the  war,  at  the  termination  of  which  he  retired 
from  active  service;  and  though  he  repeatedly  made  the  neces- 
sary applications  for  employment,  continued  without  holding 
any  command  tili  the  year  teoo,  when  tie  was  appointed  to  the 
Cumberland,  of  74  guns,  and  joined  the  western  squadron, 
under  the  orders  of  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent.  On  the  1st  of 
Jan.  1801,  Captain  Graves  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  white,  and  in  March  following  having  hoisted  his 
fhg  on  board  the  Polyphemus,  of  64  guns,  proceeded  to  the 
Daltic  with  the  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
who  was  sent  thither  in  order  to  crush  the  recent  confederacy 
entered  into  by  the  northern  powers  against  the  interests  and 
welfare  of  Great  Britain.  He  soon  shifted  his  flag  into  the 
Defiance  of  74  guns,  and  was  appointed  second  in  command 
under  Lord  Nelson,  in  the  memorable  attack  of  Copenhagen, 
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prowess  in  invading,  than  their  descendants  of  • 
the  nineteenth  century  did,  in  resisting  an  invasion 

on  which  occasion  his  innate  gallantry  amply  displayed  itself. 
His  conduct  called  forth,  and  most  justly,  the  praises  of  the 
noble  lord  himself,  and  his  grateful  country  joined  their  appro- 
bation by  an  unanimous  vote  of  the  thanks  of  both  houses  of  par- 
liament; nor  was  the  sovereign  unmindful,  or  neglectful  in  re- 
munerating his  deserts;  the  most  honourable  order  of  the  Bath, 
an  order  peculiarly  destined  for  the  reward  of  gallant  exploits, 
both  in  the  seaand  land  service,  was  bestowed  on  him,  and  it  was, 
perhaps,  rendered  more  highly  valuable  to  him,  from  his  being 
invested  with  it,  by. the  particular  command  of  his  majesty, 
by  bis  heroic  commander,  who,  on  this  occasion,  represented 
the  sovereign.  Sir  Thomas  was  promoted  to  be  rear-admiral 
of  the  red  on  the  23d  of  April,  1804.  He  has,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  commanded  in  the  home  or  chan- 
nel fleet,  having  his  flag  latterly  on  board  the  Foudroyant, 
but  owi»g  to  an  inflammation  in  his  eyes,  was  obliged  to  strike 
it  for  a temporary  retirement  on  the  19th  of  December,  1805, 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the  interests  of  his  country,  will 
not  be  long.  He  had  been  previously  promoted,  on  the  91b  of 
Nov.  preceding,  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  bine  squadron. 

Sir  Thomas  Boulden  Thompson,  whose  original  name  was 
Boulden,is  a native  of  Kent.  The  confined  circumstances  ofhis 
father  preventing  his  giving  his  son  a necessary  education,  his 
uncle,  the  late  Captain  Edward  Thompson,  whose  name  he 
now  bears,  took  him  under  his  protection ; and  observing  a 
predilection  in  his  nephew  for  the  sea  service,  bestowed  on 
him  the  instructions  requisite  to  that  science,  for  which  Cap. 
tain  Thompson  was  himself  most  eminently  qualified  as  a pre- 
ceptor. Having  perfected  himself  in  the  theoretical  part  of 
nautical  knowledge,  young  Mr.  Thompson  accompanied  his 
uncle,  in  the  month  of  June,  1778,  on  board  the  tj yarn* 
frigate,  which  he  then  commanded,  and  in  which  ship  he  had 
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from  England.  If  the  recollection  of  a coinmbrt 
• origin,  a similarity  of  manners,  and  long  habits 


been  previously  rated  as  a midshipman  ; he  served  in  her  in 
that  capacity  till  tae  year  1780,  being  chiefly  employed  in  the 
channel  service.  That  frigate  having  been,  on  the  ifth  of 
January,  ordered  to  Gibraltar,  as  part  of  the  fleet  commanded 
by  the  late  Lord  Rodney,  the  young  midshipman  itad  the  op- 
portunity of  being  present  at  the  victory  obtained  over  Don  J. 
Langara-  Capt.  Thompson  being  sent  home  with  the  duplicate 
of  the  dispatches,  his  nephew  consequently  accompanied  him, 
and  returned  again  with  him  soon  afterwards  to  Gibraltar, 
where,  in  the  following  year,  he  became  engaged  in  very 
active  service,  and  conducted  himself  with  so  much  resolu- 
tion and  gallantry,  that  he  obtained  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
which  was  confirmed  to  him  by  the  admiralty.  He  had  not 
long  received  his  latter  commission,  before  he  had  an  engage- 
ment with  a French  privateer  of  very  superior  force,  which 
he  captured,  having  the  command  only  of  a small  schooner. 
From  this  period  till  the  year  1790,  he  was  employed  in 
various  services  ; in  which,  though  they  were  of  no  very  im- 
portant consequence,  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  mari- 
time knowledge  and  assiduity.  Having  been  raised  to  the 
rank  of  post  captain  in  the  last  mentioned  year,  he  was,  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  appointed  to  the  Lean- 
der,  of  yo  guns,  then  stationed  in  the  North  Seas : his  ser- 
vices on  this  station  were  beneficial  to  his  country,  and 
honourable  to  himself.  In  the  year  1796,  the  Leander  was 
ordered  into  port  to  refit,  and  in  the  following  year  was  sent 
to  Gibraltar.  Very  soon  after  Captain  Thompson’s  arrival 
at  this  port,  the  expedition  against  Teneriffe  was  under- 
taken, and  he  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the  captains 
chosen  by  Lord  Nelson  himself,  to  accompany  him  on  that 
service;  and  who,  with  the  Captains  Troubridge,  Hood, 
Freewantle,  Bowen,  Miller,  and  Waller,  voluntarily  offered 
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of  commercial  and  social  intercourse,  tends  to  im- 
press on  both  nations,  a conviction,  that  thev 

to  effect  the  landing  the  troops.  His  gallantry,  on  this  oc- 
casion, fully  justified  the  choice  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

In  the  attack  upon  Santa  Cruz,  Captain  Thompson  received 
a wound,  though  of  a trivial  nature,  and  on  the  failure  of  the 
enterprize  returned  to  Gibraltar,  where  he  remained  till 
June  1798. 

The  time  was  now  approaching,  destined  to  open  a scene  of 
glory  and  emulation  for  the  naval  officers  of  Britain.  The  arma- 
ment sent  to  rescue  the  shores  of  Egypt  from  the  despotism 
of  France,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Horatio  Nelson,  afford- 
ed the  opportunity  for  those  employed  in  it,  to  gain  the  highest 
honours;  amongst  this  band  of  heroes,  no  one  shone  more 
conspicuous  than  Captain  Thompson,  who,  in  the  Leander, 
which  mounted  only  50  guns,  took  his  station  in  the  line,  and 
with  a degree  of  skill  and  ability  most  honourable  to  him, 
gallantly  dropped  his  anchor  athwart  the  hawse  of  lc  Frank- 
lin, of  80  guns,  and  raked  her  with  great  success. 

After  the  engagement  was  over,  the  Leander  was  sent  by 
the  Rear-Admiial  with  his  dispatches  to  the  commander 
in  chief.  During  the  passage  it  was  Captain  Thompson’s 
fortune  to  fall  in  with  le  Genereux,  a French  ship  of  74* 
guns,  and  finding  himself  unable  to  avoid  an  action,  gallantly 
prepared  for  an  engagement ; which,  notwithstanding  his 
great  inferiority,  he  maintained  for  six  hours  and  a half ; nor 
did  he  strike  until  he  had  consulted  Captain  Berry,  the  bearer 
of  the  dispatches,  who  joined  in  opinion,  that  every  thing 
had  bicn  done  that  was  possible,  to  preserve  his  majesty’s  . 
ship  from  falling  into  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  The 
slaughter  was  very  great;  it  amounted  to  thirty-five  killed, 
including  three  officers;  fifty-seven. were  wounded,  among 
whom  were  seven  officers. 

The  ship,  being  almost  a wreck,  was  carried  into  Corfu, 
where  Captain  Thompson  and  his  crew  were  treated  with  the 
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are  fitted  and  destined  to  act  friendly  towards  each 
other.  The  ever  memorable  battle  of  Copenha- 

greatest  inhumanity;  the  surgeon  was  even  robhed  of  his  in- 
struments when  preparing  to  attend  the  captain,  who  was  very 
near  falling  a victim  to  their  inhuman  conduct. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1798,  Captain  Thompson, 
having  been  exchanged,  underwent  the  necessary  ceremony 
of  a trial,  for  the  loss  of  the  Leander,  on  board  the  America, 
at  Sheerness,  when  having  been  most  honourably  acquitted, 
the  president,  after  the  judgment  of  the  Court  had  been 
read,  addressed  to  him  the  following  speech: 

“ Captain  Thompson,— I feel  the  most  lively  pleasure  in 
returning  to  you  the  sword  with  which  you  have  so  bravely 
maintained  the  honour  of  your  king  and  country ; the  more 
so,  as  I am  convinced,  that  when  you  arc  again  called  upon 
to  draw  it  in  their  defence,  you  will  add  fresh  laurels  to  the 
wreath  which  you  have  already  so  nobly  won.” 

The  honour  of  knighthood  was  soon  after  this  time  conferred 
on  him,  together  with  a pension  of  three  hundred  pounds  a 
year.  In  the  year  1799,  he  was  appointed  to  the  Bellona,  of 
74  guns,  and  served  first  under  Lord  Bridport  in  the  fleet 
stationed  off  Brest,  and  afterwards  under  the  Earl  of  St.  Vin- 
cent in  the  Mediterranean ; Sir  Thomas  had,  however,  the 
pleasure  of  hearing,  during  the  course  of  this  year,  that  the 
Leander,  he  had  so  bravely  defended,  was  restored  to  the 
British  service,  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia. 

No  particular  occurrence  happened  to  him  till  the  expedition 
to  the  Baltic  took  place  in  the  month  of  March,  1801,  where 
the  Bellona,  of  which  he  still  retained  the  command,  was 
one  of  the  fleet  sent  thither  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Hyde  Par- 
ker. In  this  expedition  Sir  Thomas  was  one  of  the  officers 
employed  in  the  detachment  under  Lord  Nelson,  but  unfor- 
tunately, on  account  of  the  intricacy  of  the  navigation,  ran  on 
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gen,  not  more  glorious  to  one  party  than  the 
other,  ought  also  to  be  a long  memento,  that  they 

ground,  before  he  could  get  into  action.  In  this  situation  Sir 
Thomas  was  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries,  and  had 
the  misfortune  to  receive  a shot,  which  deprived  him  of  his  leg, 
and  from  that  time,  his  country  of  his  services.  For  his  con- 
duct on  this  occasion,  Sir  Thomas  received  the  thanks  of 
both  houses  of  parliament,  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  officers,  and  received  an  increase  of  his  pension,  from 
three  to  five  hundred  pounds  a year.  He  has  since  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  Mary  yacht,  which  command 
he  still  enjoys;  and  in  the  society  of  an  amiable  family, 
devotes  his  time,  to  their  comfort,  and  happiness. 

Captain  Edward  Riou  entered  into  the  public  service  at  a 
very  early  age.  He  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant 
in  the  year  1780,  and  having  particularly  distinguished  him- 
self, not  only  by  his  attention  to  the  service,  but  by  his  skill 
and  knowledge  as  a navigator,  was,  after  having  held  a varie- 
ty of  intermediate  appointments,  invested  with  the  command 
of  the  Guardian,  a fifth  rate,  of  44  guns,  but  at  that  time 
armed  tn  flute : a vessel  at  that  time  employed  as  one  of 
the  storeships,  occasionally  sent  to  the  infant  colony  of  Botany 
Bay  on  the  coast  of  New  South  Wales. 

Mr.  Riou,  though  invested  with  all  the  authority  of  a cap- 
tain or  commander,  remained  still  a lieutenant,  the  rules  of 
the  service  not  requiring  an  officer  of  higher  rank  to  fill  the  sta- 
tion he  then  held.  The  Guardian  had  a most  favourable  pas. 
sage  to  the  day  on  which  she  met  with  the  accident,  having 
been  only  three  months  from  Portsmouth,  to  the  time  of  her 
leaving  the  Cape,  including  the  five  days  which  she.  remained 
at  the  Cape  dc  Verd  Islands,  and  three  weeks  at  the  Cape,  to 
take  in  provisions.  She  had  proceeded  thence  towards  Botany 
Bay,  as  far  as  latitude  44  south,  longitude  41 § e.t<t;  when,  on 
the  night  of  the  13th  day  of  her  departure  from  the  Cape,  she 
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are  not  less  fitted  to  be  mutually  dreadful  and 
destructive  enemies. 

drove  on  an  island  of  ice,  the  base  of  which  projected  under 
water,  considerably  beyond  the  limits  of  the  visible  part,  and 
caught  the  bow  of  the  ship ; she  instantly  swung  round, 
and  her  head  cleared ; but  her  stern  coming  on  the  shoal, 
struck  repeatedly,  and  the  sea  being  very  heavy,  the  rudder 
was  torn  away,  and  all  her  works  abaft  were  shivered.  The 
ship  in  this  situation  became  in  a degree  embayed,  under 
the  terrific  bulk  of  ice;  the  height  was  twice  that  of  the 
main-mast  of  a third  rate  ; the  prominent  head  of  the  ice  was 
every  moment  expected  to  break  away,  and  overwhelm  her. 
At  length,  after  every  practicable  exertion,  she  was  got 
off  the  shoal,  but  with  six  feet  and  a half  of  water  in  her 
hold.  The  island  of  ice  was  discovered  only  one  minute  and  an 
half  before  the  ship  struck  on  it.  By  the  exertions  made  by  the 
crew,  in  stopping  the  leak  with  oakum  and  canvas,  the  water 
was  reduced  to  two  feet  in  the  course  of  the  next  day ; and 
great  hopes  were  entertained  of  saving  the  ship;  but  the  gala 
of  wind  increasing,  the  fothering  gave  way,  and  the  water 
poured  in  again  rapidly,  so  that  it  increased  to  near  ten 
feet. 

The  ship  being  discovered  to  be  strained  in  all  her  works, 
and  the  sea  running  very  high,  every  endeavour  to  check  the 
progress  of  a particular  leak  proved  ineffectual.  An  imme- 
diate project  was  fixed  on  to  lighten  the  ship ; and  the  cows, 
horses,  sheep,  and  all  the  other  live  stock  for  the  colony, 
were,  with  their  fodder,  committed  to  the  deep.  The  only 
chance  of  safety  for  the  crew  now  appeared  in  the  possi- 
bility of  their  saving  themselves  by  taking  to  the  boats.  On 
the  morning  of  the  2jth,  therefore,  they  were  hoisted  out, 
and  being  previously  rigged  and  provisioned,  a part  of  the 
crew  left  the  ship. 

The  cool  intrepidity  displayed  by  Mr.  Riou,  on  this  dread- 
ful occasion,  may  vie  with  the  most  heroic  act  that  has  ever 
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The  disaster  which  had  befallen  three  of  the 
British  ships,  the  Agamemnon,  the  Bellona,  and 

graced  the  page  of  history  since  the  foundation  of  the  world  ; 
he  sat  down  with  the  utmost  coolness,  and  wrote  the  follow- 
ing affecting  letter  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  which  he 
confided  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Clements  the  master,  who  was  the 
chief  among  those  officers,  who  considering  the  case  as  despe- 
rate bevond  remedy,  thought  proper  to  quit  the  Guardian, 
and  abandon  that  ship,  with  her  commander,  and  the  rest  of 
the  crew,  to  their  fate  : 

“ His  Majesty’s  Ship  Guardian,  Dec.  2 5,  1 7 Pg. 

“ If  any  part  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  Guardian  should 
ever  survive  to  get  home,  I have  only  to  say,  their  con- 
duct, after  the  fatal  stroke  against  an  island  of  ice,  was  ad- 
mirable and  wonderful  in  every  thing  that  relates  to  their 
duties,  considered  either  as  private  men,  or  in  his  majesty's 
service. 

“ As  there  seems  to  be  no  possibility  of  my  retraining 
many  hours  in  this  world,  I beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the 
consideration  of  the  admiralty  a sister,  who,  if  my  conduct 
or  services  should  be  found  deserving  any  memory,  their  favour 
might  be  shewn  to,  together  »ith  a widowed  mother.  I am, 
Sir,  remaining,  with  great  respect,  your  ever  obedient  ser- 
vant, “ E.  Riou.” 

“ Philip  Stephens,  Esq.” 

As, however,  when  circumstances  appear  most  desperate,  and 
destruction  almost  absolutely  inevitable.  Providence  frequently 
thinks  proper  to  manif  st  her  power,  and  display  to  the  world 
the  most  irrefragable  proofs  of  her  ail-protecting  interfer- 
ence, so  did  she  in  the  present  case  ; for  after  every  human 
exertion  that  could  be  made,  had  failed;  natural  causes 
which,  till  they  were  experienced,  had  never  been  thought 
of,  contributed  to  the  preservation  of  this  unfortunate 
ship.  On  the  2;th  of  April,  1790,  advi  e was  received  at 
the  admiralty,  that  “ the  Guardian  man  of  war,  of  4"  guns. 
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the  Russel!,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  . 
damped  the  ardour  of  less  determined  adver- 

armed  a fun,  that  is,  as  a storeship,  had  struck  on  an  island 
of  ice,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1 7 89,  in  her  voyage  to 
Botany  Bay,  and  that  Mr.  Clements  the  master  had  left  her 
in  the  launch,  and  arrived  safe  at  the  Caps  of  Good  Hope,  in 
a French  ship  which  picked  him  up;  that  part  of  the  crew 
also  left  the  ship  in  four  other  boats,  all  of  which  it  was  feared 
were  lost ; and  that  Lieutenant  Riou  had  resolutely  deter- 
mined to  remain  on  board,  with  the  remainder  of  the  crew, 
aifd  to  perish  with  the  ship.’’ 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  18th,  however,  the  happy  in- 
telligence arrived,  that  the  Guardian  had  reached  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  after  one  of  the  most  miraculous  escapes 
which  has  ever  been  remembered.  The  news  was  brought 
to  the  admiralty  by  the  master  of  a fishing  vessel,  who  had 
been  hailed  off  Dungencss  by  the  captain  of  a Dutch  packet 
from  the  Cape,  in  eight  weeks,  and  by  him  entrusted  with 
a letter  from  Lieutenant  Riou  at  the  Cape,  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Admiralty. 

“ Sir,  *' Table  Bay,  February  22,  1790. 

“ I hope  this  letter  will  reach  you  before  any  account  can 
be  given  of  the  loss  of  his  majesty’s  ship  the  Guardian  ; if  it 
should,  I am  to  make  known  to  the.r  lordships,  that  on  the 
23d  of  December  the  ship  struck  oh  an  island  of  ice,  and 
that  on  the  25th  all  hope  of  her  safety  being  banished,  I con- 
sented to  as  many  of  the  officers  and  people  to  take  to  the 
boats  as  thought  proper;  but  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to 
assist  my  endeavours,  with  the  remaining  part  of  the  crew,  to 
arrive  with  his  majesty’s  ship  in  this  bay  yesterday.  A 
Dutch  packet  is  now  under  sail  for  Europe,  which  prevents 
me  fiom  giving  any  further  particulars,  especially  as  at  this 
instant  I find  it  more  necessary  than  ever  to  exert  myself  to 
preserve  the  ship  from  sinking  at  her  anchors.  I am,  Sir,  most 
respectfully,  evtr  your  obedient  servant,  “ E.  Riou.’* 
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saries  than  the  British.  But  although  the  mis- 
fortune failed  to  produce  that  species  of  effect,  it 

In  the  hopeless  state,  already  mentioned,  the  ship  continued 
for  several  days  without  a rudder,  and  wholly  unmanageable, 
but  the  attention  to  the  reduction  of  the  water  in  her  hold 
was  resumed  whenever  the  remainder  of  her  weary  crew  felt 
the  return  of  strength  and  power.  In  brief,  the  Guardian  was 
kept  afloat  until  a Dutch  packet  boat  from  Batavia  providen- 
tially steering  in  a high  southerly  latitude  fell  in  with  her, 
and  by  affording  her  the  aid  of  men,  and  other  succours,  en- 
abled her  to  make  good  her  way  back  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  having  kept  company  with  her  during  the  passage.  The 
Guardian  was  at  least  four  hundred  leagues  from  the  Cape 
when  she  fell  in  with  the  island  of  ice. 

The  crew  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  per- 
sons, of  whom  twenty-five  were  convicts:  It  was  with  Cap- 
tain Riou’s  express  permission  that  the  boats  left  the  ship  ; he 
was  by  no  means  averse  to  the  measure,  for  he  wished  to  pre- 
serve as  many  lives  as  he  could,  since  he  considered  all  at- 
tempts that  could  be  made  to  save  the  ship  fruitless,  though 
he  had  himself,  from  the  first  moment,  resolved  to  perish  in 
her.  Ninety  of  the  crew  continued  with  him,  and  arrived 
safe  at  the  Cape.  The  Guardian  was  eight  weeks  to  a slay 
in  making  a course  something  less  than  four  hundred  leagues. 
During  the  whole  of  that  time  the  crew  were  never  for  a 
single  hour  protected  from  the  weather.  An  awning  of  sail- 
cloth was  extended  over  part  of  the  quarter-deck,  to  afford  the 
best  shelter  circumstances  would  admit,  to  the  men,  in  the . 
short  intervals  and  respites  from  duty. 

The  fate  of  this  unfortunate  ship  was  truly  remarkable: 
after  having  survived,  if  the  term  be  allowed,  the  dreadful 
disaster  just  mentioned,  and  arrived  in  safety  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  •■-he  was  very  soon  afterwards  driven  on  shore  in  a 
violent  gale  of  wind,  and  completely  lost.  Torcturn,  however, 
to  Mr.  Riou.  In  a very  short  time  after  his  arrival  in  England, 


MEMOIRS  OF 


became  severely  felt,  from  its  immediate  and 
active  operation.  In  consequence  of  so  great  a 
defalcation  of  force,  the  fire  intended  in  many  in- 
stances to  have  been  divided,  became  concen- 
trated, not  unfrequently  on  objects  little  capable 
of  sustaining  so  mighty  a pressure  ; but,  under  all 
these  disadvantages,  the  steadiness  of  the  British 
attack  prevailed  Towards  the  afternoon  the  re- 
sistance of  the  Danes  evidently  became  less  forci- 
ble; some  of  their  ships  were  in  flames,  and  the 

he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander,  and  in  1791, 
to  that  of  post  captain.  In  a few  months  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  with  France,  in  1793,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Rose,  of  18  guns,  but  retained  the  command 
of  that  ship  for  a short  time  only.  He  was  afterward  ap- 
pointed to  the  Beaulieu,  a frigate  of  the  first  dais,  in  which 
he  proceeded  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  distinguished  him- 
self extremely  in  a variety  of  occasions,  as  well  on  shore, 
as  in  actions  with  the  enemy’s  cruisers.  The  ill  condition  of 
his  health,  and  the  climate,  which  was  by  no  means  conge- 
nial to  it,  compelled  him,  however,  to  return  to  England ; 
and  the  same  course  of  ill-health  still  continuing,  after  his 
arrival,  to  operate  against  his  acceptance  of  an  active  com- 
mand, he  was  appointed  captain  of  the  Princess  Augusta  yacht. 
Quietude,  however,  added  to  the  change  of  climate,  having 
re-established  his  healtji,  and  the  command  he  then  held  be- 
ing  by  no  means  consonant  to  his  wishes,  he  solicited  a re- 
moval into  a more  distinguished  line  of  service,  and  was 
accordingly  appointed  to  the  Amazon  in  1 799-  In  this  ship 
fte  was  extremely  active,  and  captured  many  armed  vessels 
of  no  mean  consequence,  in  different  cruises  which  he  had 
made  previous  to  his  joining  the  fleet,  on  the  expedition 
against  Copenhagen.  Hz  fell,  as  stated  in  the  official  dis- 
patch, on  the  ad  of  April,  1801.  Virtus  non  moritut. 
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greater  part  of  those  -which  remained,  had  re- 
ceived so  much  damage  as  to  be  rendered  almost 
totally  incapable  of  maintaining  any  longer  con- 
test: added  to  this  circumstance,  the  carnage 
had  been  immense,  and  the  situation  of  the 
wounded  rendered  the  condition  of  those  who 
still  survived,  truly  afflicting. 

Owing  either  to  the  supposed  ease  with  which 
the  wounded  might  be  conveyed  on  shore,  but 
which  measure  was  found,  when  too  late,  totally 
impracticable,  or  to  some  unaccountable  neg- 
lect, caused,  perhaps,  by  an  idea,  which  the 
Danes  are  said  to  have  entertained,  that  the 
navigation  was  so  intricate  the  British  assailants 
would  not  be  able  to  take  the  proper  station  for 
attack,  no  surgeons  had  been  prev  iously  provided ; 
so  that  when  the  captured  vessels  were  boarded 
by  the  British  seamen,  after  their  surrender,  the 
numbers  of  mutilated  persons,  then  actually 
bleeding  to  death,  in  consequence  of  the  omis- 
sion, and  from  the  want  of  proper  assistance, 
formed  a scene  truly  shocking  to  humanity.  The 
moment,  however,  when  all  further  resistance  ap- 
peared rather  as  an  act  of  rashness,  than  of  bravery, 
had  no  sooner  arrived,  than  Lord  Nelson,  seizing 
the  happy  opportunity,  which  the  desperate 
state  of  the  Danish  line  of  defence  appeared  to 
afford  him,  dispatched  Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  * 

* Sir  Frederick  Thesiger  originally  embraced  a maritime 
life,  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  but  after 
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with  a flag  of  truce,  proposing  an  armistice,  and 
urging,  as  an  inducement,  that  however  dread* 

laving  mads  two  or  three  voyages,  finding  that  mode  ofltfe 
Lr  too  inactive  for  his  aspiring  genius,  he  determined  on 
quitting  it,  a*.J  on  entering  into  the  royal  navy.  Having 
gained  the  favour  and  protection  of  Sir  Samuel  Marshall,  'he 
served  under  that  gallant  officer  as  a midshipman,  at  the  pe- 
riod, when  France  taking  a part  in  the  American  contest,  be- 
taine the  enemy  of  Great  Britain:  while  in  this  subordin  te 
situation,  lie  was  particularly  noticed  by  his  commanding  offi- 
cer lor  hii  zeal  and  assiduity,  as  wcil  as  for  his  bravery, 
and  gallant  conduct  on  various  occasions. 

On  the  appointment  of  Lord  Rodney  to  the  chief  command 
in  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  Thesiger  was  promoted  to  be  a 
Etatenant  on  board  his  lordship’s  ship,  and  having  acquired 
gicat  correctness  in  the  art  of  repeating  of  signals,  was  parti- 
cularly recommended  for  that  employment,  in  eonsequer.ee  of 
which  he  was  constantly  near  the  person  of  his  lordship  dur- 
ing the  act!  m cf  the  izth  of  April,  having  acted  as  hisaid- 
du-camp,  and  is  reported  to  have  been  the  first  person  who 
boarded  the  Ville  dc  Paris,  after  that  ship  had  strnck. 

Mr.  Thesiger’s  reputation  became  so  well  established  during' 
tie  remainder  of  the  war,  that  after  peace  was  concluded,  he 
was  induced  to  enter  into  the  Russian  service,  that  power 
having  endeavoured  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  British  officers, 
in  their  disputes  with  Sweden.  Mr.  Thesiger  was  accord- 
ingly recommended  by  his  friend.  Lord  Rodney,  to  the  Rus- 
sian ambassador  in  such  hi  h terms  as  immediately  procured 
him  the  ecu  round  of  a 74  gun  ship,  in  the  service  of  her  im- 
perial majesty.  In  the  engagement  that  afterwards  took  place 
between  the  Swedes  and  Rus  lans,  Captain  Thesiger  fully 
proved  his  title  to  the  conadence  which  had  been  placed  in 
him  ; and  wa  , it  may  with  jus. ice  be  said,  most  conspicuously 
instrument..!  in  the  triumph  of  that  day.  The  Swedish  admi- 
ral, on  beard  t nc  Gustaves,  struck  his  flag  to  him;  and  the 
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fully  such  a measure  might  operate  on  the  feel- 
ings of  his  humanity,  he  should,  if  resistance  were 

command  of  the  prize  was  afterwards  bestowed  on  him, 
on  account  of  his  bravery,  as  was  the  order  of  merit  likewise. 

In  a subsequent  engagement  between  the  same  powers, 
he  added  very  considerably  to  his  former  fame,  and  so  despe- 
rate was  the  encounter,  that  out  of  five  English  captains  who 
commanded  in  that  engagement.  Captain  Thesiger  alone  sur- 
vived. The  empress  Catherine,  who  fully  appreciated  his  ser- 
vices on  this,  and  former  occasions,  sent  him  a most  gracious 
letter,  written  with  her  own  hand;  in  which,  after  paying  the 
tribute  due  to  his  gallant  conduct,  she  bestowed  oh  him  the 
fourth  class  of  the  military  order  of  St.  George,  and  having 
sent  him,  at  the  same  time,  the  ensigns  of  the  order,  she  autho- 
rized him  to  put  them  on,  and  wear  them  in  the  accustomed 
and  lawful  manner. 

On  the  death  of  the  Empress  Catherine,  Sir  Frederick, 
wishing  to  retire  from  the  Russian  service,  sent  in  his  re- 
signation to  her  successor,  Paul,  soliciting  a passport  for  his 
return  to  England.  The  emperor,  however,  being  desirous  of 
detaining  him,  used  every  means  of  delay  ; he  made  him  the 
most  brilliant  promises,  even  those  of  rai-ing  him  to  the  rank 
of  admiral,  but  without  effect,  which  irritated,  thac  monarch  to 
s»  great  a degree,  that  he  kept  him  in  Russia  twelve  months 
without  either  employment  or  pay  ; and  Sir  Frederick,  when 
at  last  he  obtained  the  desired  permission,  was  glad  to  leave 
that  country,  with  no  other  remuneration  for  his  great  ser- 
vices, not  even  the  prize-  money  due  to  him,  than  the  honours 
he  had  received  from  his  august  patroness,  the  Empress  Cathe- 
rine. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  England,  the  expedition  to  the 
Baltic  was  undertaken,  and  Sir  Frederick  was  particularly  re. 
commended  by  Lord  Spencer,  as  a proper  person  to  be'em- 
ploycd  in  it.  He  accordingly  attended  Lord  Nelson  in  tho 
C-pacity  in  which  he  had  on  a former  occasion  been  Service- 
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longer  continued,  be  under  the  necessity  of  de- 
stroying those  vessels. which  were  now  incapable 
of  further  defence,  and  with  them  the  numbers 
of  brave  men  on  board,  who  had  till  then  sur-  ' 
vived  the  encounter,  for  that  it  could  not  be 
expected  he  should  risk  his  own  people  within 
the  line  of  the  Danish  fire,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  Danish  subjects*.  The  measure  was 
too  philanthropic  not  to  be  adopted  by  the  crown 
prince  in  its  fullest  extent.  When  two  persons, 
having  the  highest  confidence  in  the  honour  of 

able  to  Lord  Rodney,  as  his  aid-du-camp,  and  was  the  person 
chosen  by  his  I rdship  to  convey  a message  to  the  ci  on  n 
prince.  This  service  he  executed  with  the  greatest  adlress, 
though  not  without  infinite  hazard  to  himself  and  the  boat's 
crew,  for  during  his  passage  to  the  shore,  he  was  fired  a;  from 
every  quarter,  but  fortunately  without  receiving  any  injury; 
nor  was  he  in  less  danger  on  his  return  from  the  negotiation, 
since  being  ignorant,  on  account  of  their  distance,  that  a 
truce  had  taken  place,  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  still  conti- 
nued their  fire.  Indeed,  on  every  occasion,  both  by  his  con- 
duct and  his  knowledge  of  the  coast,  he  was  eminently 
serviceable,  and,  soon  after  his  return  to  England,  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  post  captain  in  the  British  navy. 

On  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  Sir  Rredrriek 
was  appointed  agent  for  the  prisoner  at  Portsmouth : this 
• situation  fie  filled  with  the  greatest  credit  till  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  happened  on  the  26th  of  August,  1805. 

* The  annexed  correspondence  took  place  on  the  occasion. 

No.  I. 

“ Lord  Nelson  has  directions  to  spare  Denmark,  when  no 
longer  resisting  ; but  if  the  firing  is  continued  on  the  part  of 
Denmark,  Lord  Nelson  must  be  obliged  to  set  on  fire  all  the 
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each  other,  are  employed  in  a political  delibera- 
tion and  discussion,  a single  instant  will  almost 
suffice  to  arrange  the  preliminaries,  and  com- 
pletely pave  the  way  to  future  tranquillity;  so 
did  the  event  prove  in  the  present  instance. 
On  the  very  same  afternoon,  his  lordship,  now 
no  longer  an  enemy  to  Denmark,  landed  at 

floating  batteries  he  has  taken,  without  having  the  power  of 
saving  the  brave  Danes  who  have  defended  them. 

“ Nelson  and  Bronte, 

“ Vice-admiral  under  command  of  admiral 
“Sir  Hyde  Parker.” 

•«  Dated  on  board  his  majesty’s  ship  Elephant, 

Copenhagen  Roads,  April  2d,  1801.” 
u To  the  brothers  of  Englishmen,  the  Danes.” 

No.  II. 

“ His  royal  highness  the  prince  royal  of  Denmark  has  sent 
me.  General  Adjutant  Lindholm,  on  board  to  his  Britannic 
majesty’s  vice-admiral,  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Nelson 
to  ask  the  particular  object  of  sending  the  flag  of  truce  ?" 

No.  III. 

Lord  Nelson’s  Answer. 

Lord  Nelson’s  object  in  sending  the  flag  of  truce  was 
humanity;  he  therefore  consents  that  hostilities  shall  cease, 
and  that  the  wounded  Danes  may  be  taken  on  shore,  and 
Lord  Nelson  will  take  his  prisoners  out  of  the  vesiels,  and 
burn  and  carry  off  his  prizes  as  he  shall  think  fit. 

“ Lord  Nelson,  with  humble  duty  to  his  royal  highness 
the  prince  of  Denmark,  will  consider  this  the  greatest  victorv 
he  ever,  gained,  if  it  may  be  the  cause  of  a happy  reconcilia- 
tion and  union  between  his  own  most  gracious  sovereign,  and 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Denmark.  “ Nelson  and  Bronte.” 
“ On  board  his  majesty’s  ship  Elephant, 

Copenhagen  Roads,  April  2d,  1801.” 
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Copenhagen,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  more 
fully  the  terms  for  the  renewal  of  that  amity  so 
long  subsisting  between  the  courts  of  London 
and  Denmark,  which  had  been  so  recently  and 
unfortunately  broken.  His  reception  is  different- 
ly, and,  indeed,  oppositely  described  ; some  per- 
sons having  insisted,  that  on  the  instant  of  his 
reaching  the  shore,  he  was  greeted  with  the  loud- 
est acclamations,  and,  in  short,  that  his  landing 
rather  resembled  that  of  a conqueror,  returning 
to  his  native  shore  amidst  the  reiterated  acclama- 
tions of  his  countrymen,  than  that  of  an  enemy, 
who,  only  two  hours  before,  was  spreading  de- 
struction and  desolation  over  the  city. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  asserted  that  the 
treatment  he  experienced,  though  far  different, 
wassch  as  might  natural!  y have  been  expected, 
allowing  for  the  circumstances'under  which  it  took 
place  ; that  the  populace  at  first  hardly  conducted 
themselves  with  sufficient  temper,  but  almost  for- 
getting the  laws  of  hospitality,  and  the  high  charac- 
ter his  lordship  then  tore,  in  a public  point  of 
view,  received  him  with  a sullen  silence,  which 
was  not  prevented,  without  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty, from  bursting  into  a flame,  by  the  spirited 
exertion's  of  the  noblesse. 

Between  these  two  opposite  statements  the 
truth  may,  as  is  generally  the  fact  in  all  similar 
cases,  most  probably  be  found.  To  have  expected 
a conduct  like  that  first  staled,  would  be  to  at- 
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tribute  to  the  Danes  a levity  and  impropriety  of 
character  they  certainly  do  not  possess.  It  would 
have  been  unnatural  to  have  supposed  a people 
could  enthusiastically  greet  as  a triend  the  man 
who  had  just  directed  a contest,  in  which  the 
greater  part  of  them  had  probably  experienced 
the  loss  of  some  amongst  their  dearest  con- 
nexions. 

It  is  most  probable,  the  behaviour  of  the  peo- 
ple toward  the  victor  was  silent  and  reserved  ; it 
is  natural  to  conclude  that  it  was  soj  they  be- 
held with  admiration,  and  even  astonishment,  the 
man  who  in  the  space  of  a few  hours  had  over- 
come every  difficulty  and  obstacle,  which  the 
best  officers  in  their  service  had  exerted  their 
utmost  skill  in  presenting  ’to  an  enemy,  and 
which  their  own  bravery  had  contributed  its  best 
efforts  to  render  sufficient  and  effectual. 

The  Danish  accounts  candidly  admit  their  dis- 
comfiture ; and  as  this  truth  was  strongly  impressed 
on  the  minds  of  the  people,  it  could  not  fail 
perhaps  to  60ur  the  temper  of  the  worsted,  when 
they  beheld  the  man  whom  they  were  obliged  to 
consider  as  a conqueror,  passing  through  them, 
not  as  the  herald  and  promoter  of  peace,  but,  for 
any  thing  they  knew  to  the  contrary,  in  the  im- 
perious character  of  an  haughty  ambassador,  com- 
missioned to  prescribe  such  terms  as  he  thought 
fit,  to  the  vanquished.  In  this,  however,  they 
were  mistaken,  and  though  his  lordship’s  entrance 
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into*  the  metropolis  of  bis  recent  enemy,  resem- 
bled not  the  triumph  of  an  emperor,  for  the  con- 
quest trf  a country,  it  bore  a strict  analogy  to  the 
ovationof  a Roman  general,  who  had  put  a sudden 
and  unexpected  period  to  the  ravages  of  war  *. 

• The  annexed  series,  of  private  accounts,  given  by  indi- 
viduals, both  of  Britain  and  Denmark,  together  with  the 
official  documents  published  under  the  authority  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  latter  country,  will  shew,  that  no  material  exag- 
geration can  have  been  used  on  cither  side  ; it  is  a just  tribute 
to  a candid  and  generous  enemy,  to  proclaim  and  prove  this  fact. 

“ On  the  morning  of  March  the  30th,  about  seven  o'clock, 
the  thundering  peals  of  Cronburg  put  an  end  to  suspense. 
Very  shortly  after,  we  could  discern  the  fleet,  which  approach- 
ed rapidly.  The  tremendous  cannonading  from  the  fort  gave  ( 
us  an  idea  of  what  it  might  effect,  if  it  could  reach  its  object. 
His  Majesty  of  Sweden  who  observed  the  passage  of  the  fleet 
from  Helsingborg,  appeared  sensible  of  this ; and  after  the 
cannonading  had  ceased,  dispatched  an  officer  to  compliment 
the  governor  of  Cronburg. 

“ As  the  galelwas  blow  ing  fresh,  the  British  soon  advanced 
w ithin  seven  or  eight  miles  of  the  city,  where  they  came  to  an 
anchor.  A frigate,  a lugger,  and  a brig,  got  rather  nearer  ; 
but  the  battery  of  the  three  crowns,  and  the  fire  from  the  block 
ships,  compelled  them  to  retire.  The  magnificence  of  this 
spectacle  naturally  left  various  impressions  on  our  minds  ; but 
whether  favourble  or  unfavourable,  they  were  soon  forgotten 
in  the  enthusiasm  and  unanimity  which  prevailed  among  all 
das'es.  The  question  was  not,  Who  is  she  e/ttmj  ? but  ll'hrrt 
is  tht  enrmji  ? It  was  a moment  of  impending  danger;  the 
duty  we  owed  our  country,  therefore,  inspired  us  with  only 
one  sentiment.  The  noble  spirit  displayed  by  the  students 
at  the  siege  in  1658-^0,  was  equally  conspicuous  in  their  suc- 
cessors ; who,  w itn  one  hand  and  one  heart,  associated  them- 
selves  into  a corps  of  twelve  hundred;  while  those  sons  of  the 
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•A  carriage  having  been  provided  for  the  convey- 
ance of  his  lordship  to  the  palace,  it  met  him  at  the 

muses,  whom  age  and  Infirmity  prevented  from  rallying  round 
the  standard  of  patriotism,  did  all  in  their  power  to  encourage 
and  confirm  so  laudable  an  effort.  Chamberlain  Lindcnkrone 
sent  a thousand  dollars  to  the  aid  of  those  students  whose 
private  means  were  unequal  to  the  expense  of  their  public 
duties. 

The  first  and  second  days  passed  quietly  over;  but  on  the 
morning  of  April  1st,  we  could  perceive  an  unusual  bustle 
among  the  English  shipping.  Some  frigates  and  lighter  ves- 
sels got  under  weigh,  and  were  employed  in  sounding.  To- 
wards evening,  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  all  the  frigates,  and 
most  of  the  smaller  vessels,  weighed  ; and  with  a northern 
breeze  passed  through  the  Hollander  Deep.  Admiral  Parker, 
with  eight  sail  of  the  line,  and  two  small  vessels,  preserved 
bis  station;  while  Admiral  Nelson  anchored,  with  his  divi- 
sion, beyond  the  fire  of  our  outermost  ships. 

Conjecture  was  now  at  an  end.  A change  of  wind  to  the 
southward  would  enable  Lord  Nelson  to  bear  down  with  his 
division ; and  we  anxiously  awaited  the  awful  moment.  Our 
ships  were  moored  with. four  anchors,  and  manned,  indiscri- 
minately, by  people  of  all  descriptions,  hastily  collected  for 
the  present  emergency  : they  had  been  constantly  on  the  alert 
during  the  former  two  uights,  a third  was  now  added  to  their 
fatigue ; and  when  it  is  considered,  that  these  people  were 
pnacquainted  with  the  exercise  of  great  guns ; that  they  were 
all  day  employed  in  practising,  and  all  night  in  watching ; 
the  compliment  paid  them  by  Mr.  Bardenffeth,  first  lieutenant 
on  board  the  Charlotte  Amelia,  in  his  professional  account  of 
the  battle,  will  not  be  deemed  superfluous. 

He  says,  the  spirit  which  animated  til  hands  on  board, 
and  not  their  real  strength,  enabled  thjn  to  perform  what 
they  did,” 
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shore  for  that  purpose.  It  was  owing  merely  to  tjie 
suddenness  of  his  visit,  that  one  of  the  royal  equi- 

The  morning  of  April  sd  dawned,  and  the  wind  blowing 
southerly,  our  commodore  made  a signal  for  the  whole  line  to 
lay  their  broadside  to  the  enemy. 

Between  nine  and  ten,  both  divisions  of  the  British  weighed; 
and  our  commodore  hoisted  the  flag  of  defiance  from  the  Danne- 
brog.  Admiral  Parker,  with  the  zeal  that  is  characteristic 
of  a British  seaman,  beat  up  against  wind  and  current,  to- 
wards the  battery  of  the  Three  Crowns,  proposing  to  awe  our 
ships  in  the  inner  roads,  while  the  hero  of  the  Nile  bore  right 
down  upon  our  line. 

The  Edgar  led  the  British  van,  advancing  in  a most  gal- 
lant style  against  the  Provesteen,  58  guns,  which  opened 
her  fire  on  the  former,  five  minutes  after  ten.  The  Vagrier.s 
50  guns,  then  poured  in  a broadside,  just  as  the  Edgar  was 
upon  the  tack  to  take  her  station ; a second  broadside  was 
discharged  from  the  Provesteen,  when  the  whole  of  the 
British  line  gained  rapidly  on  ours:  in  a few  minutes  two- 
third  parts  of  our  ships  were  in  action.  As  our  line  was  not 
broken,  only  one  half  of  the  force  on  either  side  was  conse- 
quently engaged. 

Our  foremost  ship,  the  Provesteen,  was  exposed,  during 
the  whole  of  the  action,  to  the  fire  of  the  Polyphemus,  of  64 
guns,  the  Russel,  and  the  Bellona,  which  two  latter  ships 
run  aground  at  the  commencement  of  the  battle ; but  this 
misfortune,  (as  Lord  Nelson  observed,)  did  not  impede  their 
service.  The  Provesteen  was,  at  the  same  time,  raked  by 
la  Desiree,  of  40  guns,  and  a gun-brig. 

Great  as  was  the  distinction  which  Commodore  Fischer,  in 
his  report,  conferred  on  the  Provesteen  and  her  gallant 
Captain  Lassen,  “ notwithstanding  my  high  sense  of  Dan  sh 
bravery,  it  was  heightened  by  the  conduct  of  the  Proves- 
teen, which  continued  to  fight  till  all  her  guns  were  dis- 
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pages  was  not  sent  for  his  accommodation.  His 
lordship,  however,  had  too  great  a soul  to  wait,  on 

mounted,*’  the  compliment  of  Lord  Nelson  it  in  my  opinion 
greater*. 

“ Captain  Riisbrigh  stood,  on  this  occasion,  as  undaunted 
upon  the  quarter-deck  of  the  Vagrien,  as  when  a lieutenant 
on  board  the  Formidable,  under  the  gallant  Rodney,  on  the 
izth  April,  1782.  For  England  he  assisted  to  acquire  glory 
and  success;  for  Denmark  he  obtained  only  the  former.” 

Soon  after  eleven  o’clock  the  Dannebrog,  64  guns.  Captain 
Braun,  took  fire,  which  compelled  Commodore  Fischer  to 
shift  his  broad  pendant  to  the  Holstein ; but  Braun  continued 
to  fight  her  till  he  lost  his  right  hand.  Captain  Lemning  sue* 
ceeded  in  the  command  ; and  although  the  flames  blazed 
around  them,  threatening  immediate  destruction,  the  Danne- 
brog maintained  her  fire,  till  the  close  of  the  engagement, 
against  her  powerful  adversary  the  Glatton ; which  latter 
mounted  68  pound  carronades  on  her  lower  deck. 

When  Commodore  Fischer,  famed  for  the  coolness  and 
perspicuity  of  his  judgment  in  the  hour  of  trial,  left  the  Danne. 
brog,  the  battle  raged  with  the  utmost  fury*  The  British 
finding  that  our  foremost  ships  were  far  from  slackening  their 
fire,  now  extended  their  line,  and  at  noon  all  our  ships,  as 
well  as  the  battery,  were  strenuously  engaged  in  the  awful 
contest. 

Captain  Thura,  of  the  lnfbedsretten,  64  guns,  fell  at  the 
beginning  of  the  action ; and  ail  the  subaltern  officers  were 
cither  killed  or  wounded,  except  a lieutenant  and  a marine 


• Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  being  subdued,  which  is  expected 
to  happen  at  an  early  period,  the  Isis  and  Agamemnon  are  to 
cut  their  cables,  and  immediately  make  sail,  and  take  their 
station  ahead  of  the  Polyphemus,  iu  order  to  support  that  part 
of  the  line. 
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so  pressing  an  occasion,  for  the  empty  pageantry 
and  form  of  a regular  conveyance,  but  proceed-; 

officer.  In  this  state  of  confusion,  the  colours  were,  by  ac- 
cident, struck.  The  British,  however,  made  no  attempt  tq 
board  the  Infocdsretten,  she  being  rather  dangerously  moored 
athwart  our  battery,  a boat  was  dispatched  from  the  ship  tq 
carry  the  tidings  of  her  commander’s  death  to  the  prince  royal, 
who  had  from  the  dawn  of  day  taken  his  station  upon  a bat- 
tery. Here,  amidst  showers  of  shells  and  cannon  balls,  Fre- 
derick, the  wise,  the  good,  and  the  brave,  superintended 
calmly  and  actively,  for  the  assistance  of  the  ships  engaged . 
By  shewing  how  a prince  ought  to  meet  danger,  he  taught 
others  to  despise  it. 

When  the  Prince  received  the  message  from  the  Infoed- 
sretten,  he  turned  TOund,  and  with  an  air  that  gave  confi- 
dence to  all  about  him,  said,  “ Gentlemen,  Thura  is  killed  ; 
who  of  you  will  take  the  command  ?”■ — “ I will,”  replied 
Mr.  Schroedersee,  in  a feeble  voice,  and  hastened  eagerly 
on  board.  This  gentleman  had  been  a captain  in  the  navy ; 
but  on  account  of  ill  health  had  lately  resigned.  The  hour  of 
necessity  seemed  to  invigorate  his  wasted  form,  and  in  hopes 
to  serve  his  country,  he  forgot  his  want  of  strength. 

The  crew  seeing  a new  commander  coming  alongside, 
hoisted  their  colours  and  fired  a broadside.  When  he 
came  on  deck  he  found  great  numbers  killed  and  wounded  ; 
and  therefore  instantly  called  to  those  that  had  rowed  him  to 
get  quickly  on  board.  It  was  his  last  effort ; a ball  struck 
him,  and  Schroedersee  was  no  more!  Mr.  Nissen,  a lieu- 
tenant in  the  navy,  who  attended  this  gallant  Tar  to  his  noble 
fate,  next  took  the  command,  and  continued  to  fight  the  ship 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

The  engagement  had  now  lasted  upwards  of  three  hours, 
without  any  glimpse  of  victory  on  either  side.  A determined 
perseverance  appeared  to  inflame  both  parties.  Our  line 
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ed  through  the  streets. with  his  best  haste,  while 
the  people  thronged  around  him,  eager  to  catch 

steadfastly  preserved  its  original  position,  and  every  ship 
maintained  its  station  except  the  Renrfsbrog  Prame,  which 
drove  ashore,  her  cables  having  been  shot  away  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  attack  ; and  the  Elven,  a repeating  sloop 
of  war,  which  had  sheered  off  a little  after  twelve,  her  masu 
being  very  materially  damaged.  «. 

When  the  British  fleet  first  bore  down  upon  us,  the  eleven 
gun-boats  retired. 

About  two  o’clock  the  fire  from  the  respective  fleets  abated 
considerably,  and  our  ships  appeared  very  much  disabled. 
The  damage  sustained  by  the  British  w.;S  apparently  trivial. 
From  our  ships  having  constantly  directed  their  fire  at  the 
enemy’s  hulls.  This  was  undoubtedly  the  slowest  method  of 
disabling  an  adversary  ; yet  it  was  the  surest ; and  certainly 
is,  at  all  events,  preferahle  to  chance. 

Considering  the  exposed  situation  of  our  men  on  board,  it 
.was  a matter  of  real  surpri/e,  that  so  few,  comparatively, 
suffered  from  the  immense  quantity  of  shot  which  had  been 
poured  in  upon  them. 

Had  every  ball  that  struck  our  masts  wounded  our  hulls, 
there  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  no  prisoners  of 
war. 

At  two  o’clock  the  Nyeborg  Frame  having  her  main, 
mizen-masts,  bowsprit,  and  foretop  mast  shot  away,  and  the 
captain  perceiving  her  almost  ready  to  sink,  ordered  the 
cables  to  be  cut,  and  the  foresail  to  be  set,  that  they  might 
steer  for  the  inner  roads.  As  he  passed  the  line  he  desetied 
the  Aggershuus,  a vessel  of  the  same  description  as  his  own, 
in  the  most  miserable  plight ; her  masts  having  all  gone  by 
the  board,  and  the  hull  on  the  eve  of  sinking.  Captain  Rothe 
shewed  himself  a true  seaman,  who  not  only  meets  his  own 
danger,  but  also  cheerfully  shares  in  that  of  others.  Having 
made  fast  a cable  from  his  stern  to  the  sterfi  of  the  Agg-T* 
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a single  glimpse  of  the  extraordinary  person  who 
was  come  among  them. 

sbuus,  be  towed  her  off ; and  thus  obtained  as  glorious  a 
triumph  as  if  he  had  come  in  with  an  enemy’s  ship. 

Soon  after  two  o’clock.  Commodore  Fischer  removed  hb 
broad  pendant  from  the  Holstein  to  the  battery  of  the  Three 
Crowns,  whence  he  commanded  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
engagement. 

At  this  moment  Lieutenant  Lillienskiold  finding  his  ship, 
the  Hielperen,  surrounded  by  a superior  force,  cut  his  cables, 
and  brought  her  safe  into  the  inner  roads.  Mr.  Lillienskiold 
was  no  stranger  to  the  business  of  the  day  ; he  had,  in  the 
year  1799,  fought  in  the  West  Indies  with  a privateer;  and 
both  contended  so  obstinately,  that  they  were  obliged  to  se- 
parate for  want  of  powder. 

Last,  though  not  least,  is  Mr.  Villemoes,  a second  lieu- 
tenant, who  commanded  the  floating  battery.  No.  1.  Much 
has  been  said  about  his  skill  in  hiantruvering  his  raft,  which 
consisted  merely  of  a number  of  beams  nailed  together ; on 
them  a flooring  was  laid  to  support  the  guns.  It  was  square 
with  breast  work,  full  of  port  holes,  and  without  masts.  I 
shall  not  take  upon  myself  to  argue  how  far  it  were  possible 
to  manage  such  a log  ; but  merely  say,  the  manner  in  which 
Villemoes  maneuvered  his  guns,  and  ultimately  saved  his  raft, 
attracted  the  notice  of  Lord  Nelson,  whose  ship  lay  for  some 
time  opposite  the  floating  battery.  That  admiral  is  said,  in 
the  handsomest  manner,  to  have  noticed  to  the  prince  royal, 
how  much  the  country,  on  future  occasions,  might  fairly  expect 
from  the  abilities  of  young  Villemoes.  This  trait  of  his 
lordship  1 consider  as  a never-failing  flower  in  the  wreath 
which  military  talents  and  success  have  twined  around  his 
brows. 

At  hJf  past  two  our  fire  had  nearly  subsided  ; but  the  Rut- 
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It  is  necessary  to  make  a short  digression  in  this 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a few  observa- 

land,  the  last  ship  that  returned  the  enemy’s  shot,  was  still 
engaged,  as  was  the  Provesteen,  However,  the  Three 
Crowns  had  just  opened  its  batteries  with  a dreadful  effect, 
when  the  white  flag  was  unfurled  from  Lord  Nelson’s  main- 
top. 

An  English  boat,  with  a flag  of  truce,  came  alongside  the 
Elephant ; the  Captain  of  which  sent  an  officer  in  his  boat  to 
accompany  it  on  shore.  The  battery,  in  the  mean  time,  kept 
up  a heavy  cannonade,  as  did  the  Elephant.  As  the  wind  had 
been  south  touth.west,  south,  and  south-east,  the  whole  day, 
with  a strong  current.  Admiral  Parker’s  division  advanced 
but  very  little;  insomuch,  that  a broadside  from  the  Ra- 
millies,  a 74,  (his  foremost  ship),  fell  very  short  of  the 
battery. 

The  flag  of  truce  having  delivered  a dispatch  to  the  Prince 
Royal,  returned ; and  soon  afterwards  orders  were  sent  to  the 
commander  of  the  battery  to  cease  firing ; their  guns  had,  in 
the  interval,  been  pointed  with  the  utmost  effect  on  the  Mo- 
narch and  Ganges,  which  ships  were  awkwardly  situated  on 
the  shoal  of  the  battery. 

Two  flags  were  then  dispatched  from  shore,  to  Admirals 
Parker  and  Nelson  ; while  the  British  took  possession  of  ele- 
ven of  our  ships. 

In  the  course  of  the  forenoon  Admiral  Nelson  came  in  h!s 
barge  into  the  inner  roads,  and  went  on  board  of  the  Denmark, 
where  he  partook  of  some  refreshment,  and  then  proceeded 
ashore.  On  his  landing  he  was  received  by  the  people  neither 
with  acclamations  nor  with  murmurs ; they  did  not  degrade 
themselves  with  the  former,  nor  disgrace  themselves  with  the 
latter.  The  Admiral  was  received  as  one  brave  enemy  ever 
ought  to  receive  another — he  was  received  with  respect.  A 
carriage  was  provided  for  his  lordship,  which  he  however  de- 
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tions  on  the  conduct  of  his  lordship ; which,  im- 
material as  it  may  seem,  has  given  birth  to  some 

dined,  and  walked  amidst  an  immense  crowd  of  persons  anx- 
ious to  catch  a glimpse  of  the  British  hero,  to  the  palace  of 
the  Prince  Royal.  After  dinner,  the  Admiral  was  introduced 
to  the  Prince,  and  the  negotiations  commenced.  The  next 
day  his  lordship  came  again  on  shore,  and  dined  with  the 
Prince  Royal,  as  he  did  frequently  till  the  ninth  of  April, 
when  the  armistice  was  finally  concluded. 

On  one  of  his  visits  to  Copenhagen,  Lord  Nelson  inspected 
our  Naval  Academy ; to  which  he,  in  a manner  highly  honour- 
able to  himself  and  to  us,  presented  some  gold  medals  of  va- 
lue, to  be  distributed  among  the  most  skilful  of  the  midship- 
men; 


Letter  from  the  Royal  College  of  Commerce  at  Copen- 
hagen, dated  the  4th  of  April,  1S01,  to  M.  M.  Muldrup 
and  Salveson,  his  Danish  Majesty’s  Consuls  for  Scotland, 
residing  at  Leith. 

“ Gentlemik, 

**  We  judge  it  necessary  to  make  you  acquainted  with  the 
actual  situation  of  our  affairs,  as  well  for  your  government,  as 
for  the  information  of  those  of  our  nation,  who  may  be  at  pre- 
sent in  your  Consulage  district. 

“ You  must  have  heard  that  a British  fleet,  of  fifty-four 
sail,  under  the  command  of  Admirals  Sir  Hyde  Parker  and 
Lord  Nelson,  had  proceeded  to  the  straits  of  the  Sound,  with 
an  intention  to  enter  the  Baltic.  The  fleet  actually  appeared, 
and  having  advanced  towards  Cronenberg,  Admiral  Parker 
declared  to  the  commandant  that  hostilities  would  commence, 
upon  which  the  fleet  began  to  pass  the  fortress  on  the  30th  of 
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controversy  and  literary  dispute.  The  most,  gene- 
rally, established  opinion,  even  among  the  Danes 

March,  exposed  to  an  obstinate  fire  from  our  batteries,  which 
Was  returned  with  equal  spirit,  but  without  material  damage  to 
either  party,  as  the  fleet  kept  so  close  to  the  Swedish  side,  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  our  balls  could  reach  them.  After  hav- 
ing cleared  the  straits,  the  British  formed  themselves  in  a line, 
in  sight  of  our  floating  batteries,  and  the  ships  placed  for  our 
defence  at  the  entrance  of  our  port.  There  they  remained 
tranquil  until  the  evening  of  the  1st  instant,  when  they  as. 
sumed  a more  threatening  position.  On  the  following  day, 
2d  of  April,  at  half  past  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  most 
bloody  and  obstinate  engagement  took  place  in  our  roads  that 
has  ever  been  remembered.  Our  sailors  have  gained  them- 
selves honour  and  glory,  and  if  the  force  of  defence  had  been 
equal  to  that  of  attack,  the  success  wculd  have  been  doubtful ; 
bur,  after  five  hours  fighting,  the  most  of  our  crews  were  cither 
killed  or  wounded,  the  ships  much  shattered,  and  the  floating 
batteries  dismounted,  so  that  it  became  at  last  necessary  to 
yield  to  superior  force,  at  least  triple  to  that  which  we  could 
employ  at  the  point  of  defence.  The  right  wing  of  our  de- 
fence was  broken  through  by  Nelson’s  squadron  ; some  of  our 
floating  batteries,  and  ships  of  inferior  size,  have  fallen  into  ti.e 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Before  the  engagement  had  seriously 
commenced  with  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Parker’s  order?. 
Nelson  sent  a flag  of  truce  to  propose  a suspension  of  hostili- 
ties, in  order  to  transport  the  wounded  on  shore,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  suspension  of  arms  has  been  prolonged, 
and  hostilities  have  not  yet  recommenced.  Nelson  was  cq 
shore  yesterday,  and  a negotiation  is  at  present  going  forward, 
and  every  thing  for  the  moment  tranquil.  We  do  not  know 
precisely  how  much  the  enemy  have  suffered,  nor  the  number 
pf  their  slain ; but,  according  to  information  from  some  of 
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themselves,  is,  that  at  the  time  the  flag  of  truce 
was  dispatched,  any  further  attempt  to  protract 

their  officers,  their  ships  have  been  considerably  damaged,  and 
their  loss  of  men  very  numerous. 

**  This,  Gentlemen,  is  the  result  of  a day  ever  memorable 
to  Denmark,  and  honourable  for  the  intrepidity  and  bravery 
of  our  warriors,  whose  conduct  even  the  enemy  has  allowed 
to  have  been  most  glorious.  Make  these  facts  known  to  their 
countrymen,  end  inform  them  at  the  same  time,  that  we  shall 
not  fail  to  acquaint  them  of  the  ultimate  result  of  these 
events. 

(Signed)  "Schimmelmaw, 

ScHESTED, 

N Schmidts 

Pkisseldeck,  See.” 

Correct  particulars  of  the  action  off  Copenhagen,  from  a 
private  hand. 

" In  my  last,  of  the  30th  of  March,  I informed  you  of  the 
intention  of  our  fleet  to  pass  Elsineur  Castle  the  first  fair  wind : 
it  came  on  that  very  day.  We  weighed  anchor,  formed  the 
line,  and  stood  past  it  with  all  sails  set ; during  the  time  we 
were  passing,  a very  heavy  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy, 
but  none  of  our  ships  received  a shot.  The  Swedes,  very  for- 
tunately, did  not  engage  us  at  all  : we  were  not  above  a mile 
from  their  guns,  as  we  kept  their  shore  on  board,  to  be  out  of 
the  Danes’  gun  shot;  in  the  mean  time  we  had  several  bomb- 
ships  firing  on  their  town  ; the  shells  which  they  fired  killed 
160  people  a shore  at  Elsinoor. 

“ The  whole  fleet  soon  came  to  anchor  off  Copenhagen, 
and  immediately  after  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Lord  Nelson,  Captain 
Freemantle,  Colonel  Stewart,  and  the  Captain  of  the  Fleet, 
all  went  in  a lugger  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy’s  force  here; 
they  tffon  opened  a heavy  fire  on  them,  but  they  persevered 
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resistance  would  have  been  an  act  of  folly,  if  not 
phrcnzy.  The  line  of  naval  defence  was  com- 

in  sounding,  &c.  till  they  were  satisfied,  and  then  came 
away. 

“ On  the  31st  of  March  we  weighed,  and  stood  close  in. 
On  the  i st  of  April,  Lord  Nelson  having  found  out  a new 
channel,  by  which  he  could  come  at  the  enemy  with  more  ad- 
vantage, the  ships  that  were  ordered  to  put  themselves  imme- 
diately under  his  command,  weighed  and  stood  through  the 
new  found  channel,  and  a very  intricate  one  it  is : in  the  af- 
ternoon we  anchored  within  reach  of  the  shells  of  the  enemy, 
which,  you  may  be  assured,  we  were  not  long  looking  for. 
They  fired  on  us  some  part  of  the  night  without  doing  any  da- 
mage— several  fell  very  near  us. 

“ I have  now  to  recount  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  actioa 
fought  so  gloriously  on  the  2d  of  April,  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  though  more  directly  under  the  valiant 
Nelson,  whose  fl-tg  was  flying  on  board  the  Elephant,  of  74 
guns,  in  the  centre  of  the  line  engaged.  I believe  for  the 
want  of  water  nearly  one  half  of  the  line  of  battle  ships  were 
not  able  to  go  the  way . we  did  to  get  upon  the  enemy,  but 
were,  however,  to  come  up  the  common  channel,  by  which 
they  would  have  joined  us.  The  channel  forms  nearly  a cres- 
. cent ; and,  consequently,  the  wind  that  was  fair  for  us  under 
Lord  Nelson,  who  were  at  one  end  of  this  channel,  must 
be  contrary  for  the  ships  under  Sir  Hyde  Parker  at  the  other. 
Every  thing  possible  was  apparently  done  by  that  squadron  to 
make  a junction  ; but  the  engagement,  which  lasted  three 
hours  and  a half,  with  the  victory  atchieved,  was  finished  just 
at  the  time  1 supposed  them  one  gun-shot  and  a half  from  the 
enemy. 

•*  As  I apprehend  you  would  wish  for  the  particulars,  I 
shall  give  them,  with  the  occurrences,  as  nearly  as  possible.  I 
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plctely  broken,  and  desrro'ed,  many  of  the  ve^ 
sels  were  totally  disabled,  a:.d  the  remainder 

had  a watch  about  me  all  the  time,  and  was  stationed  on  the 
poop.  A.  M.  i«h.  and  20m.  answered  the  signal  to  weigh, 
and  at  loh.  50m.  the  Edgar,  being  the  leading  ship  of 
the  line,  received  from,  and  immediately  opened  a brisk  fire 
upon  the  enemy.  At  1 ih,  the  Elephant,  Vice-Admiral  Lord 
Nelson,  passed  us  in  the  line  of  battle,  weighed  anchor,  and 
stood  after  her,  being  stationed  next  ship  to  the  Admiral.  At 
till.  15m.  opened  our  fire  on  the  enemy;  observed  the  Bel- 
lona  and  Isis  aground.  At  1 ih.  25m.  passed  the  Admiral, 
who  hailed  and  desired  us  to  bring  to  close  a-head  cf  him  ; let 
go  the  stern  anchor  ; wind  right  aft  during  the  time  the  line 
was  inverting,  by  which  the  headmost  became  the  stern- 
most  ship  to  anchor ; a very  heavy  fire  was  carried  on  both 
by  the  enemy  and  us ; but  when  every  ship  had  anchored  in 
her  station,  it  became  astonishingly  so. 

11  About  five  minutes  before  we  anchored,  our  master  was 
killed,  and  the  pilot  almost  so,  by  one  shot.  At  lh.  20m. 
P.  M.  Admiral  Nelson  sent  an  officer  on  board,  to  say  the  Da- 
nish Admiral  had  struck:  at  this  time,  as  at  several  others, 
"three  cheers  were  given.  The  Danish  Admiral  was  supposed 
to  be  nearly  abreast  of  the  Elephant,  at  the  distance  of  half  a 
mile  ; we  a-head  of  the  Elephant,  and  the  Monarch  next  a-1 
head  of  us:  ih.  50m.  observed  four  of  the  enemy’s  vessels 
with  their  colours  struck. 

*•  At  three  o’clock  the  Admiral  weighed  or  cut,  and  passed 
us ; cut  away  oursteim  anchor,  and  made  sail  after  the  Admi- 
ral. The  fleet  in  general  at  this  time  moved  off  to  another 
anchorage.  The  very  formidable  fort  of  the  Crown,  and  se- 
veral others  along  shore,  were  firing  at  the  fleet  all  the  latter 
part  of  the  engagement.  The  Bellona  and  Isis  were  ashore 
within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  time ; the  Russel 
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were  then  burning,  or  in  the  hands,  at  lenst  they 
Were  in  the  absolute  power,  of  the  British ; the 

and  Apamemnon,  two  of  our  jqnadron,  ashore  clear  cf  the 
enemy’s  shot.  In  coming  out,  the  Elephant,  the  Defiance, 
and  Ardent,  got  ashore,  the  marks  having  all  been  taken  up 
b;  the  enemy,  in  a very  difficult  channel.  They  are  all  now 
off,  and  joined  Sir  Hyde  Parker  again. 

**  Soon  after  the  action,  flags  of  truce  passed  between  us. 
Lord  Nelson  yesterday  went  ashore  to  Copenhagen,  (as  we 
were  all  ur.dcr  a truce),  and  had  an  audience  with  the  Danish 
monarch. 

**  The  enemy's  ships  were  moored  in  a line  of  great  ex- 
tent along  the  Channel,  and  it  was  thought  by  the  Danes  to  be 
impossible  to  take,  or  pass  them.  The  loss  on  board  our  squa- 
dron is  very  considerable,  but  nothing  to  be  compared  with 
that  of  the  enemy.  I hear  that  some  of  their  ships  were 
manned  two  or  three  times. 

“ They  do  not  know  how  many  people  they  had,  as  they 
were  fairly  forced  out  of  the  streets  of  Copenhagen,  and 
put  on  board.  We  have  had  no  proper  returns  yet,  but  I 
have  sent  you  a list  of  the  prizes.  We  were  the  luckiest 
line  of  battle  ship  in  the  action,  in  our  loss  of  men,  but 
are  most  shockingly  cut  up  in  masts  and  rigging.  Lord  Nel- 
son never  kntw,  he  says,  such  a ship  in  his  life,  her  sides  in  a 
constant  blaze  with  firing,  and  the  men  at  the  same  time 
always  a cheering.  I have  only  to  say,  our  prizes  being 
chiefly  hulks,  and  their  hulls  most  marvellously  shot  to  pieces, 
we  shall  b i obliged  to  destroy  the  most  of  them ; but  there 
are  eleven  fine  new  seventy-four’s  in  the  harbour,  which 
we  must  soon  have.  We  likewise  expect  to  meet  the  Rus- 
sian fleet  very  soon,  and  have  no  doubt  of  serving  them,  as 
we  have  done  the  Danes,  There  were  twenty-three  sail  en- 
gaged, eighteen  of  which  we  completely  conquered  in  the 
short  space  of  time  mentioned. 
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Crown  batteries  had  received  considerable  in- 
jury, insomuch  that  they  could  not  have  with- 


LIST  or  DANISH  SHIP*  TAK*!f. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Ships. 

Gon». 

Wagner  . 

jo 

Shark  . . 

. z8 

Albcsteen  . 

. 64 

Charlotte-Amelia 

. 96 

Rcnsberg  . . 

• 3+ 

Holstein  , 

- 64 

Jutland 

. 50 

Seahorse 

. 20 

Cronenberg 

. 26 

Provestecn  . 

. 64 

Sperseris  . 

. 18 

One  sunk,  one  burnt ; since  also,  one  sunk,  one  burnt,  three 
destroyed,  aground,  names  unknown. 


Danish  Account  of  the  Engagement. 

The  following  is  the  official  account  of  the  same  naval  en. 
gagement,  transmitted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Crown 
Prince,  by  the  commander  in  chief,  Olfert  Fischer : — 

“ On  the  first  of  April,  at  half  past  three  in  the  afternoon, 
two  divisions  of  the  English  fleet,  under  the  command  of  Vice- 
Admiral  Lord  Nelson,  and  a Rear-Admiral,  weighed  anchor, 
and  stood  eastward,  and  by  the  south  of  the  middle . passage 
of  the  road,  where  they  anchored.  This  force  consisted  of 
twelve  ships  of  the  line,  and  several  large  frigates,  gun- 
boats, and  other  smaller  vessels  ; in  all,  thirty-one  sail. 

On  the  ad  of  April,  at  three  quarters  past  nine  in  the 
morning,  the  wind  S.  E-,  both  the  vessels  to  the  south,  and  the 
vessels  to  the  north  of  the  middle  road,  weighed  anchor. 
The  ships  of  the  line  and  heavy  frigates  under  Lord  Nelson, 
steered  for  the  Konigsiiefe,  to  take  their  stations  in  order 
along  the  line  of  defence,  confided  to  me.  The  gun-boats 
and  small  vessels  took  their  stations  near  the  town,  and  the 
division  of  Admiral  Parker,  consisting  of  eight  ships  of 
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stood  any  serious  attack.  Many  ships  in  the  Bri- 
tish line,  it  cannot  be  disputed,  had  sustained 

the  line  and  some  small  vessels,  steered  with  a pres*  of  sail 
southwards  to  the  right  wing  of  defence. 

“ At  half  past  ten,  the  foremost  ship  of  Admiral  Nelson’* 
division  passed  the  southernmost  ship  of  the  line  of  defence. 
I gave  those  ships  that  were  within  shot,  the  signal  for  battle. 
The  block  ships,  Provesteen  and  Wagner,  and  immediately 
after  these  the  Jutland,  between  which  and  the  block  ship 
Dannebrog,  the  leading  English  ship  (of  74  guns)  fixed  her 
station  by  throwing  out  one  of  her  rear  anchors,  obeyed  the 
signal  by  a well  directed  and  well  supported  fire.  By  degree* 
the  rest  of  the  ships  came  up,  and  as  they  sailed  past  on  both 
sides  of  the  ships  already  at  anchor,  they  formed  a thick  line, 
which,  as  it  sketched  northward  to  the  ship  of  the  line,  the 
Zeland,  engaged  not  more  than  two-tbirds  of  the  line  of  de- 
fence committed  to  me,  while  the  Three  Crowns  Battery,  and 
the  block  ships.  Elephant  and  Mars,  with  the  frigate  Hielpe- 
ren,  did  not  come  at  all  into  the  action. 

*•  In  h^lf  an  hour  the  battle  was  general.  Ten  ships  of 
the  line,  among  which  was  one  of  80  guns,  the  rest  chiefly 
seventy-four’s,  and  from  six  to  eight  frigates  on  the  one  side. 
On  the  other,  seven  block  ships,  of  which  only  one  of  seventy- 
four,  the  rest  of  sixty-four  and  under,  two  frigates,  and  six 
small  vessels.  This  was  the  respective  strength  of  the  two 
parties.  The  enemy  had,  on  the  whole,  two  ships  to  one ; 
and  the  block  ship,  Provesteen,  had,  besides  a ship  of  the  line, 
and  the  Rear-Admiral,  two  frigates  against  her,  by  which 
she  was  raked  the  whole  time,  without  being  able  to  re- 
turn a shot. 

“ If  I only  recapitulate  historically  what  your  highness, 
and  along  with  you  a great  portion  of  the  citizens  of  Denmark 
and  Europe  have  seen,  I may  venture  to  call  that  an  unequal 
combat,  which  “was  maintained  and  supported  for  four  hour* 
*nd  a half  with  unexampled  courage  and  effect,  in  which  the 
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very  material  damage;  but,  there  were  still 
remaining,  a sufficient  number  of  them  to  present 

fire  of  the  superior  force  was  so  much  weakened  for  an  hour 
before  the  ?nd  cf  the  battle,  that  several  English  ships,  ami 
particularly  Lord  Nelson’s,  were  obliged  to  fire  only  single 
shots ; that  this  hero  himself,  in  the  middle  and  very  heat  of 
the  battle,  sent  a flag  of  truce  on  shore  to  propose  a cessation 
of  hostilities ; if  I also  add,  that  it  was  announced  to  me  that 
two  English  ships  of  the  line  had  struck,  but  being  supported 
by  fresh  ships,  again  hoisted  their  flags  ; I may,  in  such  cir- 
cumstanccs,  be  permitted  to  say,  and  I believe  I may  appeal 
to  the  enemy’s  own  confession,  that  in  this  engagement  Den- 
mark’s antient  naval  reputation  blazed  forth  w ith  snch  incredi- 
ble splendour,  that,  I thank  Heaven,  all  Europe  are  the  wit- 
nesses of  it. 

**  Yet  the  scale,  if  not  equal,  did  not  decline  far  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  Denmark.  The  ships  that  were  first  and  most 
obstinately  attacked,  even  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  the  in- 
comparable Provesteen  fought  till  almost  all  her  guns  were 
dismounted  ; but  these  vessels  were  obliged  to  give  way  ta 
superior  foice,  and  the  Danish  fire  ceased  along  the  whole 
line  from  North  to  South. 

“ At  half-past  eleven,  the  Dannebrog  ship  of  the  line, 
which  lay  along  side  Admiral  Nelson,  was  set  on  fire.  I re- 
paired, with  my  flag,  on  board  the  Holstein,  of  the  line, 
belonging  to  the  north  wing ; but  the  Dannebrog  long 
kept  her  flag  flying  in  spite  of  this  disaster.  At  the  end  of 
the  battle  she  had  two  hundred  and  seventy  men  killed  and 
wounded. 

“ At  half  past  two,  the  Holstein  was  so  shattered,  and 
had  so  many  killed  and  wounded,  and  so  many  guns  dis- 
mounted, that  I then  carried  the  pennant  to  be  hoisted  instead 
of  my  flag,  and  went  on  shore  to  the  battery  of  the  Three 
Crowns,  from  which  I commanded  the  north  wing,  which 
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a new  and  formidable  line  of  attack,  much  nearer 
to  the  town,  than  that  which  had  been  occupied 

was  slightly  engaged  with  the  division  of  Admiral  Parker, 
till  about  four  o’clock,  when  I received  orders  from  your 
Royal  Highness  to  put  an  end  to  the  engagement. 

“ Thus  the  quarter  of  the  line  of  defence,  from  The  Three 
Crowns  to  the  frigate  Hielperen,  was  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy  ; and  the  Hielperen  finding  herself  alone,  slipped  her 
cables  and  steered  to  Stirbfeir.  The  ship  tlwin,  after  she 
had  received  many  shots  in  the  hull,  and  had  her  masts  and 
rigging  shot  away,  and  a great  number  killed  and  wounded, 
retreated  within  The  Crowns.  The  gun-boats,  Nyebrog  and 
Aggershuus,  which  last  towed  the  former  away,  when  near 
sinking,  ran  ashore ; and  the  Gurnarshe  floating  battery, 
which  had  suffered  much,  together  with  the  block-ship  Danne- 
brog,  shortly  after  the  battle,  blew  up. 

**  Besides  the  visible  loss  the  enemy  have  suffered,  I am 
convinced  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  consider- 
able. The  advantage  the  enemy  have  gained  by  their  vic- 
tory too,  consists  merely  in  ships  which  are  not  fit  for  use, 
in  spiked  cannon,  and  gun-powder  damaged  by  sea- 
water. 

“ The  number  killed  and  wounded  cannot  yet  be  exactly 
ascertained  ; but  I calculate  it  from  16  to  1800  men.  Among 
the  former  it  is  with  grief  that  I mention  the  captain  of  the 
block-ship,  Infoedstratten,  and  the  frigate  Cronenberg,  cap- 
tain Thura,  and  first  Lieutenant  Hauch,  with  several  other 
brave  officers.  Among  the  wounded  the  commander  of  the 
Dannebrog,  who  besides  other  wounds  has  lost  his  right 
hand. 

" I want  expression  to  do  justice  to  the  unexampled 
courage  of  the  officers  and  crews.  The  battle  itself  can 
only  enable  you  to  form  an  idea  of  it. 

“ Olfert  Fischer.” 
T 
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in  the*  first  instance : added  to  this  circumstance,  the 
division  still  remaining  under  the  orders  of  Sir  Hyde 

The  annexed  list  of  the  Danish  naval  force,  as  opposed  to  the  Bri- 
tish fleet,  under  the  command  of  Vice-admiral  Lord  Nelson,  irr  the 
memorable  engagement  off  Copenhagen,  being  copies  of  a pamphlet 
published  in  that  city,  in  the  English  language,  soon  after  the  action, 
will  very  appropriately  close  the  account. 


No.  I. 


Nunes  of'Stiipi. 

Orscitpeion. 

Coretnaaden. 

No.  CuM.  Men. 

Remarks. 

( 

f Taken  and  burnt; 

Provesteen, 

Block- ship. 

Capt.  Lassen, 

I 

S6 

5*5- 

1 

S forsaken  when 
1 the  guns  were 
( useless. 

Vagrien, 

Ditto, 

^ Aid-du-Camp  < 
f Risbright,  ] 

Cape  Lt.  Egede, 

! 1 
1 

48 

361 

1 

Ditto. 

f Driven  on  the 

Rensborg, 

Praam, 

3 

2o 

216  ■ 

1 

< shoals, and  burnt 
l by  the  enemy. 

•Nyebrog, 

Ditto, 

Capt.Lt.  Rothe, 

4 

20 

*•»! 

\ Escaped,  after- 
l wards  sunk. 

I y 11  and. 

Block-ship, 

Capt.  Brandt, 

s 

48 

396) 

» Taken, since  burnt 
* by  the  enemy. 

* Suerfisken, 

Radeau, 

$ Lieut.  Sommer- 
} feldt, 

l 6 

20 

117 

Taken,  ditto. 

Shronborg, 

Block-ship, 

Lieut,  llauch. 

7 

22 

196 

Taken,  ditto. 

•Hagen, 

Radeau, 

Lieut.  Mollcr, 

S 

20 

'Si 

1 

Taken,  ditto, 
r Caught  fire  and 

Dannebrog 

Block-ship, 

Capt.  F. Brown, 

9 

62 

336  . 

j blew  up  after  the 

< 

' action. 

liven. 

$ Small  repeat-  ? 
? ing  frigate,  S 

Lieut.  Hohtcen, 

xo 

t 

to 

Escaped. 

• Grenier’s Radeau,  No.  i. 

Lieut.  Villemoes, 

11 

*4 

no 

Ditto. 

Aggershuus, 

Praam, 

Lieut.  Fasting, 

12 

20 

"I  1 

, Ditto,  afterwards 

1 sunk. 

f Driven  by  the 

1 

waves  under  the 

Syselland, 

Ship  of  the  line, 

Capt.  Harboe, 

r 

74 

519  < 

Trekroner  bat- 
tery, and  taken 
i alter  the  a'mis- 

i 

L ticc, since  burnt. 

Charlotte  Amelia 

, Block-ship, 

Capt.  Koford, 

*4 

16 

»5  \ 

Taken,  and  after- 
wards burnt. 

Sohestcii, 

Radeau, 

Lt.  Middlebo, 

*S 

18 

ia6 

( 

Ditto. 

’Taken,  and  put  in 

sailing  condi- 

Holstein, 

Ship  of  the  line, 

Capt.  Arenfeldt, 

16 

60 

400  l 
1 

tion  by  the  ene- 
my, and  carried 

1 

away  as  a tro- 

. phy- 

InJfoedstratten, 

Block-ship, 

Capt.  Thura, 

*7 

64 

39=5 

Taken,  afterwards 
burnt. 

Hfelprrtn, 

r,-  $ Capt.  Lieut.  Lil- ? 

( lisnsloolJ,  < 

■ 18 

) 

20 

*1 

Escaped. 
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Parker,  had  never  been  in  action ; the  ships 
which  composed  it  were  entirely  fresh,  while  the 

The  force  remaining  in  the  road  to  defend  the  harbour,  un- 
der the  orders  of  Chamberlain  Stein  Bille : 


Nines  of  St  lp«. 

Description. 

Comnaandert. 

Wo. 

Cm. 

Elephanten, 

Block-ship, 

Capt.  Von  Thura, 

*9 

70 

Man, 

Ditto, 

Capt.  GyldenfeMt, 

20 

64 

Dannemark, 

Ship  of  the  line, 

, Chamber.  Stein  Bilk, 

21 

74 

Trekroner, 

D.tto, 

Capt.  Riegeliten, 

22 

M 

Ins* 

Frigate, 

Capt.  W.  Brown, 

*3 

40 

Sarpen, 

Brig, 

# 

i* 

Nodelvcn, 

Brig, 

' ' t 

it 

T welve  chebecki,  each  of  two  *4  pounders  ; two  of  ditto, 
of  11  pounders;  the  great  Trekroner  battery,  of  thirty  24 
pounders ; ditto,  thirty-eight  36  pounders,  and  one  96 
pounder  carronade,  provided  with  three  furnaces  to  heat 
balls. 

The  ships  and  vessels  marked  * were  placed  a little  behind 
the  others,  on  account  of  their  weakness;  but  in  the  evening 
of  the  1st  of  April,  commodore  Fischer  seeing  the  great 
number  of  the  enemy,  ordered  them  to  come  into  the  line. 

It  can  easily  be  perceived,  that  this  defension  was  to  an- 
swer no  other  end,  than  to  keep  a wise  enemy  at  too  great  a 
distance  to  bombard  the  town,  or  to  make  an  audacious  ene- 
my so  great  a resistance,  as  would  cost  them  many  men,  and 
endanger  their  ships  in  such  a degree  as  to  render  their  future 
proceedings  of  little  consequence. 

The  result  has  answered  these  expectations.  The  enemy 
taking  advantage  of  the  defension  being  immoveable,  attacked 
the  weakest  part  thereof ; but  were  so  warmly  received,  and 
met  with  such  a long  and  unexpected  resistance,  that  they  pre- 
ferred negotiation  to  hostility. 

No  2. 

South  Wing  of  Defension. 

What  state  the  ships  were  in,  which  composed  the  line  of 
defension,  with  the  number  of  guns,  and  weight  of  metal 
each  ship  carried. 
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Danes  on  their  part  had  no  effective  opposition 
to  offer,  except  from  two  ships,  and  as  many 

Provesteen. — An  old  three  decker,  cut  down  to  two 
decks,  dismantled  and  condemned ; twenty-eight  guns  of 
36  pounders,  and  twenty  eight  of  24  pounders. 

Vacuven. — An  old  two  decker,  quarterdeck  cut  down, 
condemned  ; all  her  guns  of  24  pounders. 

Re  ndsborg.— An  old  praam  for  the  transport  of  cavalry, 
with  masts  and  sails,  her 'guns  of  twenty-four  pounders. 

Nyebroc. — Ditto,  completely  rigged ; her  guns  of  twenty- 
four  pounders.  v 

Iylland.— An  oldtwo  decker,  condemned;  without  poop 
or  masts.  Twepty-four  guns  of  24  pounders,  and  twenty- 
four  of  1 2 pounders. 

Suerkisken. — Square  floating  battery  with  masts;  the 
guns  of  id  pounders. 

Kronbrog. — An  old  condemned  frigate,  cut  down  and 
dismantled  ; the  guns  of  24  pounders. 

Hagen.— -A  battery,  like  the  Sucrfiskcn ; the  guns  of  18 
pounders.  “ 

Dannebrog, — An  old  condemned  two  decker,  cut  down 
and  dismantled ; the  guns,  twenty-four  of  24  pounders, 
twenty-four  of  22  pounders,  and  fourteen  of  8 pounders. 

Elven. — A small  repeating  vessel  rigged  ; the  guns  of  24 
pounders. 

Grenier’s  Float, — Old,  and  without  masts  ; the  guns  of 
24  pounders. 

Aggershuus. — An  old  cavalry  transport,  without  masts 
or  sails;  her  guns  of  24  pounders. 

Sy^eiland. — A two  decker  condemned  and  unrigged  ; 
the  guns,  thirty  of  24  pounders,  thirty  of  1 8 pounders,  and 
fourteen  of  8 pounders. 

Charlotte  Amelia. — A condemned  Indiaman;  con* 
demned  and  dismantled ; the  guns  of  24  pounders. 
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hulks,  moored  in  such  manner  as  to  protect 

the  entrance  to  the  arsenal.  The  city  and  its 

■ to 

Sohesten. — A battery  like  the  Suerfisken  ; the  guns  of  24. 
pounders. 

Holstein. — A two  decker  newly  repaired,  and  able  to 
serve  for  twelve  years  ; the  guns,  twenty-four  of  24  pounders, 
twenty-four  of  12  pounders,  and  12  of  8 pounders. 

. Infoeds  ruTTEK. — An  old  condemned  two  decker,  cut 

down  and  dismantled  ; twenty-six  guns  of  24  pounders, 
twenty-six  of  12  pounders,  and  twelve  of  8 pounders. 

Hi  sleeken. — A good  completely  rigged  frigate;  the 
guns  of  36  pounders. 

North  Wing  of  Defension. 

The  Battery  or  Island  of  Trekroner. 

Mars— of  64  guns,  an  old  two  decker,  condemned,  with, 
out  masts. 

Elephaxten — of  70  guns,  ditto. 

This  wing,  which  properly  defended  the  entry  of  the  har- 
bour, was  likewise  supported  by  the  advanced  battery  of  the 
citadel,  and  by  a movable  squadron,  situated  behind,  which 
consisted  of  the  Dannemark,  of  74  guns ; Trekroner,  of  74 
the  Isis,  of  40 ; and  the  Sarpen  and  Nidelven  brigs,  of  1 8 guns 
each ; under  the  orders  of  Chamberlain  Bille. 

No.  S. 

Remarks. 

The  frigates  that  raked  the  Provesteen  fore  and  aft,  were 
at  anchor  opposite  the  battery  on  Amak  island,  at  about 
3400  Danish  feet  distance. 

The  guns  of  the  outermost  fortifications,  at  the  S.E.  of  Co- 
penhagen, being  4000  Danish  feet  distant  from  the  nearest 
ships  of  defension,  were  of  no  service  while  the  action  lasted ; 
they  began  to  fire  when  the  enemy  100k  possession  o:  the 
abandoned  ships,  but  it  was  at  the  same  time  that  the  p irley 
Appeared. 
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inhabitants  would,  in  a very  few  hours,  have 
been  completely  exposed  to  the  dreadful  thunder 
of  the  British  bomb  vessels. 

Parker's  division  was  engaging  at  a great  distance.  The 
block-ships  of  the  north  wing  and  the  Trekroner  battery  kept 
him  in  awe,  as  well  as  Nelson’s  van,  so  that  Parker's  motions 
could  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  hinder  this  part  of  the 
defension  from  assisting  the  others,  and  to  keep  Steen  Bille’s 
squadron  from  coming  out  to  take  possession  of  these  Eng- 
lish ships  which  had  struck,'  or  to  succour  the  nearest  part 
of  the  fighting  wing. 

This  citadel,  too  far  behind  to  use  its  great  guns,  threw 
several  shells,  but  soon  left  off  on  account  of  its  great 
distance. 

The  foe  had  not  only  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  which 
sent  the  smoke  on  our  ships,  but  likewise  of  the  current, 
which  permitted  them  to  stop  where  they  thought  proper,  by 
means  of  a stern  anchor,  and  thereby  were  enabled  judiciously, 
as  Commodore  Fischer  mentions  in  his  report,  to  assist,  cover, 
or  draw  back  their  ships,  in  order  to  distribute  the  damage 
to  equally  on  all,  that  none  should  be  totally  lost,  but  that 
they  might  all,  at  least  in  appearance,  safely  come  out  of  so 
warm  a fight. 

The  Danes  had  the  misfortune,  half  an  hour  after  the  ac- 
tion began,  to  have  the  Rtndesborg  praam’s  cable  shot  off, 
which  caused  him  to  drive  on  a bank  behind  the  Cone,  with 
her  bows  towards  the  enemy,  so  that  she  became  useless. 

The  second  misfortune,  which  happened  almost  immediate- 
ly, was  the  Dannebrog’s  catching  fire.  The  third,  that  the 
Syaslland’s  cables  were  shot  away.  The  fourth  was,  that  the 
chief  of  the  Infoedstratten  was  killed  by  the  same  fire  from 
the  enemy. 

The  fight  was,  nevertheless,  continuing,  and  the  fire  of 
the  southernly  fortification  of  the  town  became  effective,  as 
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The  candour  of  Denmark  itself  admits  the  vic- 
tory to  have  been  complete,  and  that  future  re- 
sistance would  have  been  vain,  and  futile.  Ad- 
mitting, however,  for  a moment,  and  merely  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  this  not  to  have  been 
strictly  the  case,  our  admiration,  our  wonder,  and 
our  applause,  in  viewing  the  conduct  of  his  lord- 
ship,  would,  paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  rise 
at  least  to  the  same  height  it  would  have  done, 
had  he  been  in  the  actual  situation  of  giving  laws 
to  the  vanquished.  We  know  not  how  suffici- 
ently to  admire  that  greatness  of  mind,  which, 
when  surrounded  by  the  most'  imminent  perils, 
can  form  the  most  glorious  and  extensive  plans, 
nor  can  we  appreciate  sufficiently  high  the  value 
of  that  wonderful  intellect,  that,  in  the  precise 
and  critical  moment,  can  seize  the  happy  oppor- 
tunity of  deciding  the  fate  of  battles  and  of  king- 
doms. He  came,  he  saw,  and  he  overcame, 
might  long  have  been  considered  his  lordship’s 
motto,  and  the  tale  of  his  conduct ; but  his 
northern  opponents  had  the  felicity  of  experi- 
encing, in  their  antagonist,  the  conduct  of  a truly 
brave,  generous,  and  benevolent  man. 

well  as  that  of  the  block-ships,  the  Mars  and  Elcphanten, 
and  the  Trckroner  battery,  by  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
when  Lord  Nelson  sent  a parley  on  shore ; he  thereby  gained 
time  to  succour  those  of  his  ships  that  had  struck ; to  help 
others  off  that  were  aground,  and  to  take  a quiet  possession  ' 
pf  those  wrecks  that  were  either  surrendered  or  forsaken. 
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It  has  been  already  observed,  that  negotiations 
between  persons  of  honour,  having  a firm  reliance 
on  the  conduct  of  each  other,  are,  generally  speak- 
ing, qilickly  concluded,  and  never  unduly  pro- 
crastinated for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  pri- 
vate views  of  either  party.  Such  was  the  case  in 
the  present  instance  ; for  after  a negotiation, 
which  continued  only  seven  days,  all  the  prelimi- 
nary tcrips  were  completely  arranged  of  a treaty 
which  promised  fair  to  restore  tranquillity  to 
northern  Europe.* 

* The  Danish  government  on  the  one  hand,  and  Admiral 
Sir  Hyde  Parker,  knight,  commander  in  chief  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty’s  forces  in  the  road  of  Copenhagen,  on  the  other, 
being,  from  motives  of  humanity,  equally  anxious  to  put  a stop 
to  the  further  effusion  of  biood,  and  to  save  the  city  of  Copenha- 
gen from  the  disastrous  consequences  which  may  attend  a fur- 
ther prosecution  of  hostilities  against  that  city,  have  mutu- 
ally agreed  upon  a military  armistice,  or  suspension  of  arms. 

His  Danish  Majesty  having  for  that  purpose  appointed  Ma- 
jor-General Ernest  Frederick  Walterstorif,  Chambeilain  to 
his  Danish  Majesty,  and  Colonel  to  a regiment,  and  Adju- 
tant-General Hans  Lindholm,  Captain  in  his  Danish  Majesty’s 
navy,  his  Commissioners  for  agreeing  about  the  terms  of  the 
said  armistice ; and  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Knight,  hav- 
ing, with  the  same  view,  duly  authorized  the  Right  Honour- 
able Horatio  Lord  Nelson  of  the  Nile,  Knight  of  the  most 
honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Duke  of  Bronte  in  Sicily^ 
Knight  of  the  Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand 
and  of  Merit,  and  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the  Crescent, 
Vice-Admiral  in  the  fleet  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  the 
Honourable  William  Stewart,  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s  service,  and  commanding  a detachment  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty’s  forces  embarked ; the  said  Commissioners 
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However  writers  and  assertions  may  vary  in  re- 
spect to  the  reception  his  lordship  experienced 

have  met  this  day,  and  having  exchanged  their  respective 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  terms : 

Article  I.  From  the  moment  of  the  signature  of  this  ar- 
mistice, all  hostilities  shall  immediately  cease  between  the 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  and 
the  City  of  Copenhagen,  and  all  the  armed  ship  and  vessels 
of  his  Danish  Majesty  in  the  road,  or  harbour  of  that  City,  as 
likewise  between  the  different  islands  and  provinces  of  Den- 
mark, Jutland  included. 

Article  II.  The  armed  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  hi* 
Danish  Majesty  shall  remain  in  their  present  actual  situation, 
as  to  armament,  equipment,  and  hostile  position  ; and  the 
treaty,  commonly  understood  as  the  treaty  of  armed  neutra- 
lity, shall,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  co-operation  of  Denmark, 
be  suspended  while  the  armistice  remains  in  force. 

On  the  other  side,  the  armed  ships  and  vessels  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  shall  in  no  manner 
whatsoever  molest  the  City  of  Copenhagen,  or  his  Danish 
Majesty’s  armed  ships  and  vessels  on  the  coasts  of  the  differ- 
ent islands  and  provinces  of  Denmark,  Jutland  included;  and 
in  order  to  avoid  every  thing  which  might  otherwise  create 
uneasiness  or  jealousy.  Sir  Hyde  Parker  shall  not  suffer  any 
of  the  ships,  or  vessels  under  his  command,  to  approach  within 
gun-shot  of  the  armed  ships,  or  fort  of  his  Danish  Majesty  in 
the  road  of  Copenhagen.  This  restriction  shall  not,  however, 
extend  to  vessels  necessarily  passing  and  repassing  through 
the  Casper,  or  King’s  channel. 

A r side  111.  This  armistice  is  to  protect  the  City  of  Co- 
penhagen, as  also  the  coasts  of  Denmark,  of,  Jutland,  and  is- 
land* included,  against  the  attack  of  any  other  naval  force 
which  his  Britannic  Majesty  may  now,  or  hereafter,  during  it* 
remaining  in  force,  have  in  those  seas. 
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when  he  first  landed  at  Copenhagen,  all  accounts 
seem  to  agree  in  one  point;  that  the  reserve,  or 

/ 

Article  IV.  The  fleet  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker  shall 
be  permitted  to  provide  itself  at  Copenhagen,  and  along  the 
coasts  of  the  different  islands  and  provinces  of  Denmark,  and 
Jutland  included,  with  every  thing  which  it  may  require  for 
the  health  and  comfort  of  its  crews. 

Article  V.  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker  shall  send  on  shore 
all  such  subjects  of  his  Danish  Majesty  as  are  now  on  board 
the  British  fleet,  under  his  command,  the  Danish  government 
engaging  to  give  an  acknowledgment  for  them,  as  also  for  all 
*uch  wounded  as  were  permitted  to  be  landed  after  the  action 
of  the  2d  instant,  in  order  that  they  may  be  accounted  for  in 
favonr  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities. 

Article  Y I.  The  coasting  trade  carried  on  by  Denmark 
along  all  such  parts  of  her  coast  as  are  included  in  the  opera- 
tion of  this  armistice,  shall  be  unmolested  by  any  British  ships 
or  vessels  whatever,  and  instructions  given  accordingly  by 
Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker. 

Article  VII.  This  armistice  is  to  continue  uninterrupted  by 
the  contracting  parties  for  the  space  of  fourteen  weeks,  from 
the  signature  hereof,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  it  shall 
be  in  the  power  of  either  of  the  said  parties  to  declare  a cessa- 
tion of  the  same,  and  to  recommence  hostilities  upon  giving 
fourteen  days  previous  notice. 

The  conditions  of  this  armistice  are  upon  all  occasions  t« 
be  explained  in  the  most  liberal  and  loyal  manner,  so  as  tore- 
move  all  ground  for  further  dispute,  and  facilitate  the  meanf 
of  bringing  about  the  restoration  of  harmony  and  good  under, 
standing  between  the  tv/o  kingdoms. 
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sullenness,  (if  so  coarse  a word  be  allowed,)  dis- 
played by  the  Danes  when  they  first  beheld  him, 
quickly  disappeared.  His  presence  ever  seemed 
to  produce  hilarity;  and  the  joy  of  the  populace  in 
a very  few  hours  could  hardly  have  been  exceeded 
by  that,  which  his  appearance  would  have  excited 
in  any  country  where  he  was  m®st  popular,  or 
even  in  his  own.  He  passed  through  them,  not 
elated  by  the  pride  of  victory,  but  with  all  the 
humility  an<J  affability  of  a courteous  stranger, 
whose  chief,  and  only  wish  appeared  to  be  that  of 
desiring  to  be  pleased  himself,  and  contribut- 
ing at  the  same  time  to  the  pleasure  of  others. 
The  various  instances  of  conspicuous  conduct 
which  had  taken  place  among  the  Danes  during 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned  commissioners,  in 
virtue  of  our  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present  armistice, 
and  have  affixed  to  it  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  on  board  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the 
London,  in  Copenhagen  Roads,  April  9,  1801. 

(Signed)  (L  S)  Nelson  and  Brontr. 

(L  S)  WilLixm  Stewart. 

(Z,  S)  Ernest  Frederick 

WALTEtSTOrr. 

(t  S)  Hans  Lind  holm. 

In  pursuance  of  my  above-mentioned  authority,  I ratify 
this  document  with  my  hand, 

( L S)  Frederick. 

Ratified  by  me, 

(Z,  S)  Hyde  Parker, 

Admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty’s  fleet. 
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the  late  encounter,  his  ever  active  and  penetrating 
mind  revolved  with  care ; and  the  assiduity  he 
used  in  informing  himself  who  those  persons 
were,  who  had  distinguished  themselves,  together 
with  the  warmth  he  is  said  to  have  recommended 
them  to  the  Prince  of  Denmark,  could  not  have 
been  exceeded,  had  he  himself  been  the  Admiral 
who  commanded  them.  Of  this  a singular  in- 
stance is  given  in  an  account  written  by  a modem 
traveller,  Mr.  Carr,  not  only  of  the  action  itself, 
but  of  his  lordship’s  reception  by  the  Crown 
Prince. 

“ The  citizens  of  Copenhagen  in  a moment 
flew  to  their  posts,  all  distinctions  were  lost  in  the 
love  of  their  country ; nobles  and  mechanics, 
gentlemen  and  shopmen,  rushed  together  in 
crowds  to  the  quays,  the  sick  crawled  out  of 
their  beds,  and  the  very  lame  were  led  to  the  sea 
side,  imploring  to  be  taken  in  the  boats  which 
were  perpetually  going  off  with  crowds  to  the 
block-ships:  a carnage  at  once  tremendous  and 
novel  only  served  to  increase  their  enthusiasm. 
What  an  awful  moment ! The  invoked  vengeance 
of  the  British  nation,  with  the  fury  and  velocity 
of  lightning,  was  falling  with  terrible  havock 
upon  a race  of  gallant  people  in  their  very  capital, 
whose  kings  were  once  seated  on  the  throne  of 
England,  and  in  the  veins  of  whose  magnanimous 
Prince,  flowed  the  blood  of  her  august  family. 
Nature  must  have  shuddered  as  she  contemplated 
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such  a war  with  brethren  : the  conflict  was  short, 
but  sanguinary  beyond  example.  In  the  midst  of 
the  slaughter  the  heroic  Nelson  dispatched  a flag  of 
truce  on  shore,  with  a note  to  the  Crown  Prince,  in 
which  he  wished  that  a stop  should  be  put  to  the 
effusion  of  human  blood,  and  to  avert  the  destruc- 
tion of the  Danish  arsenal, and  of  the  capital,  which, 
he  observed,  that  the  Danes  must  then  see,  were  at 
his  mercy.  He  once  moreproposed  theirwithdraw- 
ing  from  the  triple  league,  and  acknowledging  the 
supremacy  of  the  British  flag.  As  soon  as  the 
Prince’s  answer  was  received,  a cessation  of  hosti- 
lities took  place,  and  Lord  Nelson  left  his  ship  to 
go  on  shore  : upon  his  arrival  at  the  quay,  he  found 
a carriage  that  had  been  sent  for  him  by  Mr.  D.,  a 
merchant  of  great  respectability,  the  confusion  be- 
ing too  great  to  enable  the  Prince  to  send  one  of  the 
royal  carriages.  In  the  former  the  gallant  Admiral 
proceeded  to  the  Palace,  in  the  Octagon,. through 
crowds  of  people,  whose  fury  was  rising  to 
frenzy,  and  among  whom  his  person  was  in  more 
imminent  danger  than  even  from  the  cannon  of  the 
block-ships  i but  nothing  could  shake  the  soul  of 
such  a man.  Arrived  at  the  Palace  in  the  Octa- 
gon, he  calmly  descended  the  carriage,  amidst 
the  murmurs  and  groans  of  the  enraged  concourse, 
which  not  even  the  presence  of  the  Danish 
officers  who  accompanied  him  could  restrain. 
The  Crown  Prince  received  him  in  the  hall,  con- 
ducted him  up  stairs,  and  presented  him  to  thev 
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King,  whose  long  shattered  state  of  mind,  had  left 
him  but  very  little  sensibility  to  display  upon  the 
trying  occasion.  The  objects  of  this  impressive 
interview  were  soon  adjusted,  to  the  perfect  satis* 
faction  of  Lord  Nelson,  and  his  applauding  coun- 
try ; that  done,  he  assumed  the  gaiety  and  good 
humour  of  a visitor,  and  partook  of  some  refresh- 
ment with  the  Crown  Prince. 

“ During  the  repast.  Lord  Nelson  spoke  in  rap- 
tures of  the  bravery  of  the  Danes,  and  particularly 
requested  the  Prince  to  introduce  him  to  a very 
young  officer,  whom  he  described  as  having  per- 
formed wonders  during  the  battle,  by  attacking 
his  own  ship  immediately  under  her  lower  guns. 
It  proved  to  be  the  gallant  young  Villemoes,  a 
stripling  of  seventeen  : the  British  hero  embraced 
him  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a brother,  and  deli- 
cately hinted  to  the  Prince,  that  he  ought  to  make 
him  an  Admiral ; to  which  the  Prince  very  hap- 
pily replied,  “ If,  my  Lord,  I were  to  make  all 
my  brave  officers  Admirals,  I should  have  no 
Captains,  or  Lieutenants  in  my  service.  This  he- 
roic youth  had  volunteered  the  command  of  a 
praam,  which  is  a sort  of  raft,  carrying  six  small 
cannon  and  twenty-four  men,  who  pushed  off  from 
shore,  and  in  the  fury  of  battle  placed  them- 
selves under  the  stern  of  Lord  Nelson’s  ship, 
which  they  most  successfully  attacked  in  such  a 
manner,  that  although  they  were  below  the  reach 
of  the  stern  chasers,  the  British  marines  made 
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terrible  slaughter  among  them  ; twenty  of  these 
gallant  men  fell  by  their  bullets,  but  their  young 
commander  continued,  knee  deep  in  dead,  at  his 
post,  until  the  truce  was  announced.  He  has 
been  honoured,  as  he  most  eminently  deserved  to 
be,  with  the  grateful  remembrance  of  his  country, 
and  of  his  Prince,  who,  as  a mark  of  his  regard, 
presented  him  with  a medallion  commemorative 
of  his  gallantry,  and  has  appointed  him  to  the 
command  of  the  yacht,  in  which  he  makes  his  an- 
nual visit  to  Holstein.  The  issue  of  this  contest 
was  glorious  and  decisive  ; could  it  be  otherwise 
when  its  destinies  were  committed  to  a Nelson  ?” 

His  affability  prompted  him  to  examine,  and  to 
applaud  without  flattery,  the  diligence  and  abilities 
of  those,  who  had  not  as  yet  reached  a sufficient 
age  to  contribute  towards  the  defence  of  their 
country.  Viewing  them  with  the  eye  of  bro- 
fherly  love,  and  wishing  to  fan  the  early  rising 
flame  of  genius,  he  accompanied  the  praises  he 
bestowed,  with  presents,  certainly  rendered  incal- 
culably valuable,  when  the  character  of  the  donor 
was  considered.  In  short,  the  page  of  Danish 
history  will  in  all  probability  candidly  record  to 
future  ages,  that,  Copenhagen,  considering  him 
as  a foe,  she  had  never  felt  one  whom  she  had 
more  occasion  to  dread;  and  viewing  him  as  a 
friend,  had  never  found  a man  who  more  impres- 
sively demanded  her  veneration  and  love. 

Although  the  British  nation  had  been  accus- 
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tomed  to  contemplate  with  pleasure  on  the  heroic 
deeds  of  his  lordship,  yet  there  was  a variety  in 
the  present  exploit  which,  if  it  could  not  raise 
his  greatness  beyond  that  height  it  had  already  at- 
tained,  at  least  placed  his  abilities  and  intrepidity 
in  a new  light.  Scientific  skill,  professional  know- 
ledge, and  manual  expertness,  were  all  out  of  the 
question.  The  assault  on  Copenhagen  ap- 
proached as  near  to  a military  attack,  and  the  act 
of  storming  a fortified  town,  as  it  was  possible  it 
could  do,  even  had  human  invention  exerted  it- 
self to  the  utmost,  to  render  the  cases  as  closely 
parallel  as  possible.  In  defiance  of  the  floating 
batteries  used  on  this  occasion,  as  the  succeda- 
neum  for  trenches,  he  bore  down  like  a torrent 
every  obstacle  that  presumed  to  oppose  him  ; and 
his  countrymen  felicitated  themselves,  that  it 
would  be  only  necessary  to  place  him  in  new  and 
varied  points  of  danger,  to  call  forth  the  latent 
energies  of  his  mind,  which  were  equal  to  every 
exertion  the  service  of  his  country  might  in  fu- 
ture demand  of  him. 

The  British  Parliament,  on  the  first  news  of  the 
victory,  were  warm  and  affectionate  in  their  tri- 
bute of  gratitude,  and  of  praise.  Individuals  of 
the  most  distinguished  rank  paid  him  the  highest 
compliments  on  his  conduct.  In  the  House  of 
Peers,  after  a motion  made  on  the  1 6th  of  April, 
by  the  Earl  St.  Vincent,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
House  should  be  given  to  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  the 


igitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON.  289 

commander  in  chief,  Lord  Nelson,  Rear-Admiral 
Graves,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  seamen, 
for  their  very  exemplary  bravery  displayed  on 
the  memorable-  occasion  alluded  to.  The  Duke 
of  Clarence,  among  other  observations  and 
compliments,  when  speaking  of  l.ord  Nelson, 
said,  “ That  fortune  seemed  to  back  his  courage 
and  intrepidity  in  every  enterprize  he  engaged  ; 
and  acknowledged  his  own  personal  obligations, 
as  a Prince  of  the  Blood,  to  the  gallant  comman- 
ders, and  to  the  whole  fleet,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a victory,  which,  probably  in  its  effects, 
would  restore  the  possessions  on  the  Continent 
to  his  family,  together  with  the  peace  and  secu-, 
rity  of  the  British  empire  and  of  Europe.” 

In  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Addington,  at 
that  time  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who 
made  a motion  of  the  same  tenor  and  effect  with 
that  of  Earl  St.  Vincent,  declared,  “ that  no  action 
had  taken  place  in  the  course  of  the  present  war, 
which  contributed  more  to  sustain  the  character, 
and  to  add  to  the  lustre  of  the  British  arms. 
For  its  execution.  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  Lord  Nelson, 
and  Rear-Admiral  Graves,  three  most  distin- 
guished officers,  had  been  selected  ; and  thus  pre- 
pared, the  armament  proceeded  to  the  north.  To 
enter  into  all  the  particulars  of  the  service  was 
unnecessary  : it  was  sufficient  therefore  to  say, 
that  the  fleet,  after  passing  the  Sound,  advanced 
to  Copenhagen.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the 
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enemy’s  force,  that  all  our  ships  could  not  possi- 
bly be  engaged.  In  these  circumstances,  Sir 
Hyde  Parker  had,  with  a degree  of  judgment 
which  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  his  choice, 
appointed  Lord  Nelson,  whose  name  has  already 
been  covered  with  splendour  and  renown,  to  the 
execution  of  the  important  enterprize.  Great, 
however,  as  was  the  courage,  the  skill,  and  the 
success  which  had  been  formerly  displayed  by 
this  illustrious  commander  at  Aboukir,  it  was  not 
greater  than  that  which  had  been  exhibited  in  the 
attack  upon  the  fleet  moored  for  the  defence  of 
Copenhagen  ; but  this  was  not  all : after  the  line 
of  defence  was  destroyed,  and  whilst  a tremen- 
dous fire  was  still  continued.  Lord  Nelson  retired 
to  his  cabin,  and  addressed  a letter  to  the  Prince 
Royal  of  Denmark  ; he  then  asked  that  a flag  of 
truce  might  be  permitted  to  land,  adding,  at  the 
same  time,  that  if  this  was  denied,  he  must  be 
obliged  to  demolish  the  floating  batteries  which 
were  in  his  power,  and  that  in  such  case  he  could 
not  answer  for  the  lives  of  the  brave  men  by 
whom  they  had  been  defended.  To  the  an- 
swer, which  required  to  know  the  motive  of* 
such  a message,  his  reply  was — that  his  only  mo- 
tive was  humanity  ; that  his  wish  was  to  prevent 
the  further  eifusion  of  blood,  and  that  no  victory 
he  could  possibly  gain,  would  afford  him  so  much 
pleasure  as  would  result  from  being  the  instru- 
ment of  restoring  the  amicable  intercourse  which 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON.  291 

had  so  long  existed  between  his  Sovereign  and  the 
government  of  Denmark.  Lord  Nelson,  in  com 
sequence,  went  on  shore,  and  was  received  by  a 
brave  and  generous  people — for  brave  they  had 
shewn  themselves  in  their  defence,  and  generous 

in  the  oblivion  of  their  loss : with  the  loudest 

% 

and  most  general  acclamations,  the  Prince  Royal 
of  Denmark  had  also  received  his  lordship  in  a 
manner  conformable  to  his  high  character:  the 
negotiation  which  ensued  between  them  it  would 
be  highly  improper  for  him  now  to  state;  but 
this  he  must  observe,  that  Lord  Nelson  had  shown 
himself  as  wise  as  he  Was  brave,  and  proved,  that 
there  may  be  united  in  the  same  person,  the  ta- 
lents of  the  warrior  and  the  statesman.” 

The  rewards  he  received,  however,  were  not 
merely  confined  to  the  applause  bestowed  on  him 
by  the  legislative  body,  and  which  he  so  honestly 
merited  ; for  on  the  19th  of  the  ensuing  month 
his  elevation  to  the  rank  of  Viscount  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the 
name,  stile,  and  title  of  Viscount  Nelson  of  the 
•'Nile,  and  of  Burnham  Thorpe,  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  was  announced  in  the  London  Gazette  ; 
an  addition  of  worldly  honour  which,  contrary  to 
the  effect  too  frequently  produced  by  such  marks 
of  royal  favour,  excited  envy  in  no  one ; the  only 
symptom  of  disapprobation  which  was  heard* 
being  a species  of  sorrowful  repining,  that  the 
reward  had  been  no  greater. 


4t)2  MEMOIRS  OF 

Notwithstanding  it  was  known  to  all,  that,  in- 
dependent of  that  event,  which  would  certainly 
have  annihilated  the  northern  confederacy,  even 
if  no  action  had  taken  place  with  the  Da- 
nish fleet,  the  cause  of  the  allied  powers  had  re- 
ceived a most  fatal,  and  perhaps  decisive,  blow 
. by  the  encounter ; yet  it  was  also  evident  there 
still  remained  much  to  be  done.  The  season  of 
naval  warfare  in  the  Baltic  is  confined  by  Nature 
herself  to  a very  short  space  ; the  utmost  alacrity 
and  promptitude  were  therefore  necessary  ; Rus? 
sia,  the  most  formidable  power  in  the  whole 
league,  hitherto  remained,  as  well  as  Sweden,  to- 
tally unattacked.  The  commander  in  chief,  there- 
fore, proceeded  to  the  eastward  in  a very  short 
time  after  the  convention  already  noticed  was  sign- 
ed, with  such  ships  of  the  fleet  as  were  in  a proper 
condition  for  service.  Lord  Nelson  remained  at 
Copenhagen  under  orders  to  follow  him  with 
such  ships  of  the  fleet  as  he  should  judge  fit  for 
further  operations ; when  those  whose  damages 
were  trivial  had  been  repaired  in  the  best  man- 
ner circumstances  would  permit,  and  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  re- 
turn of  their  companions  to  England,  with  such 
of  the  captured  ships  as  should  be  fit  to  under- 
take that  voyage.  The  list  of  the  latter  was  ex- 
tremely confined;  for  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  Holstein  of  64  guns,  which  was  commissioned 
as  an  hospital-ship,  they  were  all  ordered  to  be  de- 
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stroyed,  as  being  completely  unfit  for  service. 
The  progress  of  the  fleet  was  continued  with  ac- 
tivity and  diligence,  although  accompanied  with 
danger.  In  its  passage  through  the  narrow  chan- 
nel that  divides  the  islands  of  Amak  and  Saltholm, 
the  greater  part  of  the  ships  touched  the  ground, 
and  or  three  of  them  actually  stuck  fast  for  a 
short  time  : no  very  serious  inconvenience  or  dis- 
aster, however,  took  place,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
British  armament  in  the  Baltic  struck  the  still  un- 
assailed  confederates,  Russia,  Prussia,  Sweden, 
with  dismay  ; and  Denmark,  who  had  so  lately 
felt  its  effects,  with  astonishment.  The  attack  of 
the  Russian  fleet,  the  most  formidable  member 
of  the  league,  and  which  then  lay  at  anchor  at  Re- 
vel, was  intended  to  be  the  first  operation  ; but  the 
commander  in  chief  having  received  intelligence, 
while  on  his  voyage  thither,  that  the  Swedish 
fleet  had  put  to  sea,  in  the  hope  of  effecting  a 
junction  with  that  of  Russia,  Sir  Hyde  Parker 
immediately  steered  for  the  island  of  Bornholm, 
in  the  hope  of  intercepting  it.  He  was  in  some 
measure  not  disappointed ; the  Swedish  fleet 
were  actually  discovered,  but  its  commander  fear- 
ing it  might  experience  a repetition  of  that  dis- 
aster which  he  had  just  learnt  had  befallen  hisallies, 
retired  on  the  first  instant  the  approach  of  the  Eng- 
lish was  perceived,  and  sheltered  himself  under 
the  protection  of  the  numberless  forts  and  batteries 
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erected  on  the  island  at  the  entrance  of  Carh 
scrona,  for  the  defence  of  that  port. 

During  this  interval.  Lord  Nelson  was  most 
actively  and  unremittingly  employed  at  Copen- 
hagen ; and  on  the  iSth  of  April,  having  pro- 
vided for  the  most  pressing  emergencies  of  the 
service,  he  caused  the  guns  of  the  St.  Georg#,  into 
which  ship  he  had  again  removed  after  the 
action  of  the  6th,  to  be  taken  out,  and  put  on 
board  an  American  ship,  the  passage  over  the 
grounds  not  being  practicable  for  so  large  a ves- 
sel as  that  which  then  bore  his  flag,  unless  she 
were  previously  lightened.  An  adverse  wind  pre- 
vented his  lordship,  however,  from  moving;  but. 
On  the  same  evening,  having  received  information 
of  the  relative  situation  between  the  Swedish  and 
British  fleets,  as  well  as  that  an  engagement,  or 
attack  might  be  expected,  and  burning  with  that 
anxious  energy  W’hich  so  strongly  characterized 
his  actions  on  every  similar  occasion,  he  ordered 
his  boat  to  be  manned,  for  the  purpose  of  follow- 
ing the  fleet,  although  it  was  then  nearly  ten 
leagues  distant  from  him,  and  the  united  opposi- 
tion of  the  wind  and  current,  threatened  most 
powerfully  to  impede  his  passage. 

Two  or  three  anecdotes  are  related  concerning 
him  on  this  occasion,  strongly  indicative,  as 
well  of  the  state  and  strength  of  his  mind,  as 
of  that  wonderful  enthusiasm  which  he  at  all 
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times  displayed  in  the  service  of  his  country.  In 
his  haste  he  had  quitted  the  St.  George  without 
being  provided  with  that  necessary, and  customary 
defence  against  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  a 
boat  cloak.  This  circumstance  was  discovered 
soon  after  they  left  the  ship,  to  which  he  refused 
to  return  ; notwithstanding  it  was  then  night,  the 
weather  extremely  cold,  and  it  was  foreseen  that 
some  hours  must  unavoidably  pass  ere  he  could 
reach  the  commander  in  chief : the  master  of  one 
of  the  ships  belonging  to  the  squadron,  who  had 
been  ordered  to  attend  him,  happened  to  be  fur- 
nished with  a great  coat,  which  he  in  vain  attempt- 
ed pressing  his  lordship  to  make  use  of ; even 
his  refusal  did  him  honour,  when  the  terms,  and 
tenor  of  it  are  considered.  His  answer  was  neither 
that  of  a contemptuous  arrogance,  nor  that  of  an 
assumed  pride,  urging  a man  to  acts,  and  words 
contrived  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  celebrity  : 
men  possessing  less  minds  have  sometimes  acted 
?n  this  manner.  The  reply  of  Lord  Nelson  to 
his  companion’s  affectionate  offer  was  in  perfect 
unison  with  every  other  action  of  his  life : “ I 
thank  you,  said  he,  very  much  ; but  to  tell  you  the 
truth,  my  anxiety  keeps  me  sufficiently  warm  for 
the  present !”  , 

“ Think  you,’’  said  his  lordship  presently  af- 
terwards, “ the  British  fleet  have  quitted  Born- 
holm ? If  it  has,”  added  he,  without  waiting  to 
have  his  question  answered,  “ we  must  follow  it 
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to  Carlscrona  as  though  he  had  known  instinc- 
tively the4  thoughts  of  his  commander  in  chief 
and  the  measures  he  would  pursue.  Thus  we  see, 
that  in  every  varied  situation  of  danger,  difficulty, 
inconvenience,  and  distress,  he  was  equally 
great.  That  no  pressure  in  either  of  the  forego- 
ing instances,  let  the  magnitude  be  what  it 
might,  could  abate  the  ardour  of  his  mind,  or  di- 
vert it,  even  for  a single  moment,  from  that  tract 
which  the  public  service  appeared  to  demand. 

His  lordship  happily  reached  his  former  flag- 
ship, the  Elephant,  about  midnight  j and,  as 
if  his  arrival  had  been  waited  for,  being  the  ab- 
solutely required  preliminary  to  the  attack,  the 
pursuit  was  continued  with  such  success  during 
the  ensuing  morning,  that  in  a few  hours  the  Swe- 
dish armament,  amounting  to  nine  sail  of  the 
line,  moored,  as  already  described,  under  their  bat- 
teries, were  clearly  discovered  from  the  deck  of 
the  Elephant,  and  her  companions.  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  the  commander  in  chief,  anxiously  wish- 
ing to  prevent  all  unnecessary  effusion  of  blood, 
dispatched  the  Dart  sloop  of  war,  under  a flag 
of  truce,  to  the  Swedish  admiral,  with  informa- 
tion of  the  different  events  which  had  so  recently 
taken  place  j the  destruction  of  the  Danish  line 
of  defence,  the  apparently  pacific  disposition  of 
Denmark,  and  the  armistice  which  had  been 
agreed  on  with  that  court ; requesting,  at  the  same 
time,  to  be  informed  whether  the  British  fleet  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON 


297 


to  consider  that  of  Sweden  in  the  light  of  friends 
or  of  foes?  The  answer  was  appropriate}  it  pre- 
vented tor  the  time  the  commencement  of  war- 
fare, and  the  arrival  of  the  King  of  SweJen 
himself  at  Carlscrona,  served  to  prolong  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity  *. 

• Carlscrona,  April  13. 

On  the  19th  the  English  appeared  off  the  entrance  of  this 
harbour,  and  sent  a frigate  with  a flag  of  trace,  and  a letter 
in  the  English  language,  to  the  Governor,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing are  the  contents  : 1 

'*  On  board  the  London,  April  1 8,  t8ot. 

•*  The  Danish  court  having  been  induced  to  conclude  an 
armistice,  by  which  the  unfortunate  disputes  between  the 
Courts  of  Denmark  and  St.  James’s  have  been  accommodated  ; 
and  as  I am  directed  to  require  an  explicit  declaration  from 
the  Court  of  Sweden,  relative  to  its  intention  to  adhere  to,  or 
to  abandon  the  hostile 'measures  which  it  has  taken  against 
the  rights  and  interest  of  Great  Britain,  I have  the  honour  to- 
transmit  to  your  Excellency  this  letter,  that  I may  receive  ia 
answer  a declaration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Court  of  Swe- 
den with  respect  to  this  important  object,  and  shall  conduct 
my  future  operations  according  to  this  answer,  which  I expect 
to  receive  within  forty-eight  hours. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  he,  tcc. 

“ Hr  de  Parker, 

“ Commander  in  chief  of  the  British 
fleet  in  the  Baltic." 

Vice-Admiral  Cronstadt,  who  has  now  the  command  here, 
by  order  of  his  Swedish  Majesty,  who  was  then  at  Malmo, 
immediately  returned  a provisionary  answer  to  the  following 
effect : 

" That  being  only  a military  officer,  he  could  not  under- 
take to  answer  a question  which  did  not  come  within  the  par- 
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The  behaviour  of  his  Swedish  Majesty  was 
magnanimous,  though  mild  j spirited,  though 

ticular  circle  of  his  duty,  but  that  his  Swedish  Majesty  had 
declared  he  should  soon  be  at  Carlscrona,  and  that  he  would 
then  notify  to  the  Admiral  his  resolution." 

Yesterday  afternoon  his  Majesty  arrived  here,  and  caused 
the  following  official  answer  to  be  transmitted  to  Admiral 
Parker,  by  Vice-Admiral  Cronstadt: 

“ Admiral, 

“ The  King,  my  master,  has  commanded  me  to  communi- 
cate to  you  the  following  official  answer  to  the  letter  which  l 
had  the  honour  to  receive  from  you  on  the  1 8th  instant. 

“ Convinced  that  your  Excellency  is  perfectly  sensible  of 
the  importance  and  sacred  nature  of  promises  when  once 
made,  his  Majesty  conceives  that  the  following  explicit  de- 
claration cannot  be  unexpected  by  your  Excellency  ; via.  That 
his  Swedish  Majesty  will  not  for  a moment  fail  to  fulfil  with 
fidelity  and  sincerity  the  engagements  he  has  entered  into  with 
his  allies;  and  that,  without  any  reference  to  the  particular 
intervention  of  another  power,  under  whatever  name  it  may 
be,  and  the  effects  of  which  can  never  be  extended  to  the 
common  interests  of  the  hitherto  neutral  powers.  This  is  the 
firm  and  unalterable  resolution  of  his  Majesty  ; equally  indue* 
ed  by  inclination  and  duty  to  consider  the  affairs  of  his  faith- 
ful  allies  as  his  own.  His-  Swedish  Majesty,  however,  will 
pot  refuse  to  listen  to  equitable  proposals  for  accommodating 
the  present  disputes,  made,  by  deputies  furnished  with  proper 
authority  by  the  King  ol  Great  Britain  to  the  united  northern 
powers. 

<•  C.  O.  Cronstadt, 

“ Adjutant-General  to  his  Swedish  Majesty  for 
the  fleet,  and  Commander  in  Chief  at 
Carlscrona." 

“ Carlscrona,  April  23." 
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inclined  to  peace ; and  the  general  complexion 
of  his  conduct  convinced  the  British  admiral  of 
the  sincerity  of  his  assurances,  and  the  rectitude 
of  his  intentions.  Satisfied  of  these,  the  continu- 
ance of  the  fleet  off  the  coast  of  Sweden  was  no 
longer  necessary.  It  was  almost  in  the  act  of 
proceeding  to  the  gulf  of  Finland,  when  a dis- 
patch-boat arrived  express  from  the  Russian 
ambassador  at  Copenhagen,  bringing  the  fol- 
lowing declaration  from  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  British 
fleet : — 

**  By  the  decease  of  his  majesty  the  emperor, 
Paul  the  first  of  glorious  memory,  the  sceptre  of 
the  Russian  empire  has  descended,  by  right  of 
birth,  into  the  hands  of  his  imperial  majesty 
Alexander  the  first.  One  of  the  first  events  under 
this  monarch  has  been,  that  he  has  accepted  the 
offer  which  the  British  court  had  made  to  his 
illustrious  predecessor,  to  terminate  the  disputes 
which  threatened  the  speedy  breaking  out  of  a 
war  in  the  north  of  Europe,  by  an  amicable  con- 
vention. Faithful  to  the  engagements  which  he 
has  entered  into  with  the  courts  of  Stockholm, 
Berlin,  and  Copenhagen,  his  imperial  majesty 
has  signified  to  them  his  resolution  not  to  act,  but 
in  conjunction  with  his  allies,  in  whatever  may 
concern  the  intepests  of  the  neutral  powers.  His 
imperial  majesty  could  not  have  expected,  that 
the  British  court  would  have  undertaken  an  bus- 
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tile  attack  upon  Denmark,  at  the  very  time  when 
its  envoy  at  Berlin  was  authorized  anew  to  enter 
into  conferences  with  the  Russian  minister  re- 
siding there. 

“ The  measures  taken  by  his  imperial  majesty, 
were  only  in  consequence  of  his  wish  for  peace, 
and  the  welfare  of  mankind ; and  to  avoid  a 
destructive  misunderstanding  between  the  con- 
' tending  powers.  The  hostilities  commenced 
against  Denmark,  and  the  arrival  of  an  hostile 
fleet,  would  have  frustrated  the  wish  of  his  impe- 
rial majesty  to  maintain  peace,  had  not  this  at- 
tack upon  his  allies  been  made  before  his  pro- 
posals were  known  to  the  court  of  London  ; but, 
as  the  British  fleet  had  sailed  for  the  Sound  before 
his  Majesty  had  ascended  the  throne,  he  will  wait 
the  measures  of  the  British  court,  when  it  shall 
be  informed  of  that  event. 

“ The  undersigned  general  of  cavalry,  and 
minister  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  desires  there- 
fore in  the  name  of  his  illustrious  sovereign,  that 
the  admiral  in  chief  of  the  fleet  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  shall,  desist  from  all  further  hostilities 
against  the  flags  of  the  three  united  powers,  till 
his  excellency  shall  have  received  further  direc- 
tions from  his  sovereign  ; otherwise  the  admiral 
must  be  personally  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences that  may  ensue,  from  the  prosecution  of 
the  war. 

“ Though  prepared  to  repel  force  with  force. 
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his  imperial  majesty  persists  in  his  pacific  senti- 
ments ; but  the  justice  and  moderation  of  the 
cabinet  of  London  must  enable  them  19  reconcile  • 
the  demands  of  humanity  with  the  duties  which 
he  owes  to  the  honour  of  his  crown  and  the 
interests  of  his  allies. 

. “ Von  Der  Pahlen.” 
Such  was  the  state  of  affairs,  when  Sir  Hyde 
Parker,  after  having  proceeded  with  the  fleet  to 
Kioge  Bay,  a short  distance  to  the  eastward  of 
Copenhagen,  resigned  his  command  to  Lord 
Nelson.  He  could  not  have  confided  it  in  abler 
hands  ; for  although  the  flames  of  war  had  ceased 
to  rage,  the  science  of  preserving  peace,  after  so 
recent  an  interruption  of  amity,  with  all  the 
different  powers  concerned,  became  a task  of  no 
small  difficulty.  The  placid  temper  of  his  lord- 
ship  w'as  extremely  well  suited  to  the  occasion, 
as  the  following  correspondence,  between  him- 
self and  the  Swedish  admiral,  will  fully  testify : — 

“ Sir,  “ May  9th,  i8or. 

“ The  former  commander  in  chief  of  the  Bri- 
tish fleet  in  the  Baltic,  having,  at  the  request  of 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  consented  not  to  interrupt 
the  Swedish  navigation,  it  would  be  extremely 
unpleasant  to  me,  should  any  thing  happen, 
which  might  for  a moment  disturb  the  returning 
harmony  and  friendship  between  Sweden  and 
Great  Britain.  Your  excellency  must  therefore 
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permit  me  to  inform  you,  that  I am  not  directed 
to  abstain  from  hostilities,  should  I meet  with  the 
Swedish  fleet  at  sea.  As  it  is  therefore  in  your 
power  to  prevent  this,  I am  convinced  that  you 
will  consider  this  intimation  as  a friendly  measure 
on  my  part,  and  communicate  the  same  to  his 
Swedish  majesty.  I entreat  your  excellency  to 
believe  that  I am,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

“ Your  most  obedient  servant, 

“ Nelson  and  Bronte.” 

“ On  board  the  Prince  George, 
in  the  Baltic.” 

(Answer  by  Vice-Admiral  Cronstadt.) 

“ Admiral, 

“ I have  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  letter 
of  your  excellency  of  the  8th  instant,  and  have 
transmitted  it  to  the  king  my  master,  who  is 
gone  from  hence  to  Stockholm.  When  I shall 
receive  his  answer,  1 will  do  myself  the  honour 
of  forwarding  it  to  you  immediately. 

“ C.  O.  Cronstadt, 

“ Admiral  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Fleet  at  Carlscrona." 

“ Carlscrona,  May  10th,  1801.” 

Letter  from  Lord  Nelson  to  Admiral  Cron- 
stadt, Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Swedish  Fleet, 
received  at  Carlscrona  the  24th  of  May,  1801 : 
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“ St.  George,  at  Sea, 

" StR,  “ May  13d,  1801. 

**  In  the  correspondence  which  your  excel- 
lency had  with  the  late  commander  in  chief 
of  the  British  fleet  in  the  Baltic,  who  notified  to 
you  that  the  Swedish  trade  in  the  Cattegat  and 
the  Baltic  should  not  be  molested  by  British 
cruisers,  I find  no  counter  declaration  on  the 
part  of  Sweden  ; I must  therefore  request  of  your 
excellency  an  explicit  declaration,  that  the  trade 
of  Great  Britain  in  the  Cattegat  and  the  Baltic 
shall  in  no  manner  be  molested  by  Sweden. 
Your  excellency  will  perceive  the  necessity  of 
such  a reciprocal  declaration. 

“ I am,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

“ Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

**  Nelson  and  Bronte.” 

To  this  the  following  answer  was  returned  : 

“ Admiral, 

u I have  to-day  had  the  "honour  to  receive  the 
letter  of  your  excellency  of  the  23d  instant.  As 
my  instructions  do  not  permit  me  to  issue  my 
orders  relative  to  the  conduct  to  be  pursued  with 
respect  to  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  I shall 
transmit  the  letter  of  your  excellency  to  the  king, 
my  master ; and  when  I receive  the  commands 
of  his  majesty  on  the  subject,  shall  immediately 
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have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you  an  official 
answer.  I remain,  with  the  utmost  respect, 

“ Cronstadt.” 

On  the  following  day  his  lordship  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  receiving  the  subjoined  note  : 

“ Carlscrona,  May  24. 

“ Admiral  Lord  Nklson, 

“ I have  this  moment  received  the  orders  of 
the  king,  my  master,  for  taking  off  the  embargo 
of  the  trade  and  navigation  to  England,  a copy 
of  which  I herewith  transmit  to  your  excellency, 
as  your  excellency,  in  your  excellency’s  letter  of 
yesterday,  requested  it  of  me,  and  as  I am  now 
enabled,  according  to  my  promise,  to  return 
you  an  official  answer.  I am,  8rc. 

“ Cronstadt.” 

A subsequent  letter,  dated  on  the  17th  of 
June,  but  which  did  not  reach  the  fleet  till  after 
his  lordship  had  quitted  the  command  of  it,  con- 
cluded the  epistolary  correspondence  in  the  hap-, 
piest  manner.' 

“ Admiral, 

“ With  the  gracious  approbation  of  the  king, 
my  master,  1 have  the  honour  to  signify  to  your 
excellency,  that,  according  to  the  latest  accounts 
from  St.  Petersburg!),  his  excellency.  Lord  St. 
Helens,  has  arrived  there,  and  that  the  present 
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differences  will  soon  be  adjusted  in  an  equitable 
and  pacific  manner!  I am  hereby  afforded  a new 
opportunity  of  assuring  your  excellency  of  my 
sincere  and  high  esteem. 

“ Cronstadt, 

"H  is  majesty’s  adjutant  on  board 
the  fleet,  and  commander  at 
Carlscrona.” 

The  fatigue  his  lordship  had  undergone,  had 
considerably  impaired  his  health,  a circumstance 
which,  added  to  the  tranquillized  state  of  public 
affairs  in  the  Baltic,  caused  him,  not  long  after 
the  departure  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  to  solicit  his 
recall  alsot  but,  previous  to  his  quitting  the  com- 
mand, he  put  forth  the  following  public  orders; 
orders  as  generally,  as  they  are  deservedly  ap- 
plauded. 

“ Lord  Nelson  has  been  obliged,  from  the 
very  bad  state  of  his  health,  to  apply  to  the  lords 
commissioners  of  the  admiralty,  for  leave  to  re- 
turn to  England,  which  their  lordships  have  been 
pleased  to  comply  with;  but  Lord  Nelson  cannot 
allow  himself  to  leave  the  fleet  without  expressing 
to  the  admirals,  captains,  officers,  and  men,  how 
sensibly  he  has  fe4t,  and  does  feel,  all  their  kind- 
nesses to  him,  and  also  how  nobly  and  honour- 
ably they  have  supported  him  in  the  hour  of 
battle,  and  the  readiness  they,  have  shewn  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  their  king  and  country, 
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on  many  occasions  which  have  offered ; and  had 
more  opportunities  presented  themselves,  Lord 
Nelson  is  perfectly  persuaded  they  would  have 
added  more  glory  to  their  country.  Lord  Nelson 
cannot  but  observe,  with  the  highest  satisfaction 
which  can  fill  the  breast  of  a British  admiral,  that  , 
(with  the  exception  of  the  glaring  misconduct 
of  the  officers  of  the  Tigress  and  Backer  gun- 
brigs,  and  the  charges  allcdged  against  the  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Terror  bomb,)  out  cf  i8,coo,  of 
which  the  fleet  is  composed,  not  a complaint  has 
been  made  of  any  officer  or  man  in  it ; and  he 
cannot  but  remark,  that  the  extraordinary  health 
of  this  fleet,  under  the  blessings  of  Almighty 
God,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  great  regularity, 
the  exact  discipline,  and  cheerful  obedience  of 
every  individual  in  the  fleet.  The  vice-admiral 
assures  them,  that  he  will  not  fail  to  represent  to 
the  lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty  their 
highly  praise-worthy  conduct;  and  if  it  please 
God,  that  the  vice-admiral  recovers  his  health, 
he  will  feel  proud,  on  some  future  day,  to  go 
with  them  in  pursuit  of  further  glory,  and  to 
assist  in  making  the  name  of  our  king  beloved 
and  respected  by  all  the  world. 

“ Nelscfn  and  Bronte.” 

\ 

“ To  the  respective  admirals,  captains.  Sc c.” 

“ St.  George,  K.ioge  Bay,  June  iSth.” 
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On  the  following  day  * his  lordship  resigned 
the  command  of  the  squadron  to  Sir  Charles 

* Four  days  previous  to  his  quitting  the  fleet,  his  lordship 
having  received  a commission  from  his  majesty  to  invest  Rear- 
admiral  Graves  with  the  military  order  of  the  Bath,  perform- 
ed that  ceremony  on  board  the  St.  George. 

His  Majesty’s  ship  St.  George,  Kiogc  Bay,  June  14. 

A chair  was  placed  on  the  gratings  of  the  sky-light,  on  the 
quarter-deck,  with  the  royal  standard  suspended  over  it,  shew- 
ing the  king’s  arms.  The  chair  was  covered  with  the  union 
flag ; a guard  was  ranged  on  each  side  the  quarter-deck,  con- 
sisting of  the  marines  and  a detachment  of  the  rifle  corps  ; and 
the  captains  of  the  fleet  attended  in  their  full  dress  uniforms. 
The  royal  standard  was  hoisted  the  moment  of  the  procession 
beginning,  which  took  place  in  the  following  order : 

Lord  Nelson  came  up  the  ladder  in  the  forepart  of  the 
quarter-deck,  and  made  three  reverences  to  the  throne;  he 
then  placed  himself  on  the  right  hand  side  of  it.  Captain 
Parker,  bearing  the  sword  of  state,  being  that  which  was 
presented  to  Lord  Nelson  by  the  captains  of  his  majesty’s 
fleet,  who  fought  under  his  command'  at  the  battle  of  the 
Nile,  followed  Lord  Nelson,  and  placed  himself  on  his  right 
side,  a little  in  advance,  making  three  reverences  to  the 
throne,  and  one  to  Lord  Nelson.  His  lordship’s  secretary, 
Mr.  Wallis,  then  followed,  bearing  in  his  hand,  on  a satin 
cushion,  the  ensigns  of  the  order,  making  similar  reverences  to 
the  throne  and  to  Lord  Nelson.  Captain  Parker  then  read  the 
Duke  of  Portland’s  order  to  Lord  Nelson;  which  ended,  Rear- 
admiral  Graves  was  introduced  between  Captains  Hardy  and 
Retalick,  making  three  reverences  to  the  throne,  and  one  to 
Lord  Nelson.  The  rear-admiral  then  kneeled  down,  and 
Lord  Nelson,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  laid  the  sword  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  rear-admiral;  the  knight  elect  then  rose, 
and  bending  his  body  a little  forward.  Lord  Nelson,  with  the 
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Morice  Pole,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  relieve 
him,  and  immediately  return'd  to  En^'and.  He 
arrived  at  Yarmouth  on  the  ist  of  jul/j  and  it 

assistance  of  Captains  Hardy  and  Reta'i  k,  put  the  riband 
orer'the  new  knight's  right  shoulder,  and  p'aced  the  s’ar  on  his 
left  breast : Lord  Nelson  then  made  a suitable  speech  on  the 
occasion,  which  b.ing  firi.hcd,  the  procession  retired  in  the 
same  manner  it  came,  except  the  new  knight,  who  went  first, 
making  one  reverence  to  Lord  Nelso.i  and  three  to  the 
throne. 

The  momcht  the  riband  was  put  over  Sir  Thomas  Graves’s 
shoulder,  the  signal  biiag  made  preparative,  the  whole  fleet 
fired  a salute  of  twenty-one  guns ; when  the  ceremony  was 
finished,  the  standard  was  hauled  down. 

The  troops  and  marines,  on  hoisting  the  standard,  presented 
their  arms,  and  the  drums  beat  a march,  the  troops  kept  their 
arms  presented  during  the  ceremony,  and  on  the  standard 
being  hauled  down  a march  was  likewise  beat. 

The  following  was  the  speech  made  by  Lord  Nelson  on 
the  occasion : 

“ Sir  Thomas  Graves— Having  fulfilled  the  commands  of 
his  majesty,  in  investing  you  with  the  ensigns  of  the  most 
honourable  and  military  Order  of  the  Bath,  I cannot  but  e*« 
press  how  much  I feel  gratified  that  it  should  have  fallen  to 
my  lot,  to  be  directed  fo  confer  this  justly  merited  honour 
and  special  mark  of  royal  favour  upon  you ; for  I cannot  but 
reflect,  that  I was  an  eye-witness  of  your  high  merit  and 
distinguished  gallantry  on  the  memorable  2d  of  April,  and 
or  which  you  a;  - now  so  honourably  rewarded. 

" I hope  that  these  honours  conferred  upon  you,  will  prove 
to  the  officers  in  the  service,  that  a strict  perseverance  in  the 
pursuit  of  glorious  actions,  and  the  imitation  of  your  brave 
and  laudable  conduct,  will  ever  ensure  them  the  favours  and 
rewards  of  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  and  the  thanks  and 
gratitude  of  our  country.” 
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might  naturally  have  been  supposed,  that  the 
same  cause  which  compelled  him  to  solicit  his 
recall  from  the  Baltic,  would  have  operated  in 
preventing  his  lordship  from  entering  into  active 
service  again,  at  .least  till  he  had  enjoyed  some 
relaxation  from  fatigue,  and  had  acquired  a most 
perfect  re-establishment  of  his  health.  This, 
however,  proved  by  no  means  the  case ; France 
finding  the  ingenious  project  of  the  northern  con- 
federacy, to  which  her  intrigues  originally  gave 
birth,  and  which  had  been  artfully  fomented  by 
her  emissaries,  had  completely  failed,  and  that  all 
those  sanguine  hopes,  which  had  been  formed  i f 
the  advantages  that  would  result  from  it,  were 
now  no  more,  now  resorted  to  a second  project, 
for  the  purpose  of  amusing,  if  the  term  be  al- 
lowed, the  indignation  of  England,  and  prevent- 
ing its  falling  on  some  devoted  spot,  where,  in 
just  retribution  for  the  horrors  which  Buona- 
parte and  his  predecessors  had  spread  over  the 
face  of  Europe,  it  might  pour  its  most  terrific 
vengeance. 

It  has  been  reiteratedly  remarked  with  the 
greatest  justice,  both  by  historical,  and  political 
writers,  that  the  phantom  of  invasion  has  in  all 
instances  of  this  sort,  proyed  the  best  adapted  to 
answer  the  views  of  France.-  In  repetition,  there- 
fore, of  the  same  measure,  which  experience 
had  proved  so  often  successful,  a considerable 
number  of  French  troops  were  drawn  down  to  the 
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different  parts  of  the  opposite  coasts  nearest  to 
England ; and  a flotilla  extensive  in  point  of 
numbers,  and  in  report,  as  to  its  equipment,  highly 
formidable,  began  to  be  collected  in  divers  of  the 
minor  ports,  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer. 
The  accumulated  reinforcement  of  soldiers,  and 
the  additions  made  to  this  new  fangled  marine, 
bejran  at  length  to  excite  the  attention  of  the 
British  ministry ; a considerable  military  force 
marched  towards  the  coast,  the  counties  of  Kent 
and  Sussex  were  warned  to  be  constantly  on 
the  alert,  and  extensive  additions  were  made  to 
the  armament  of  light  vessels,  which,  during  the 
whole  of  the  war,  had  been  stationed  in  the 
D<  wns,  and  its  environs. 

A system  of  mere  defence  was  by  no  means 
suited  to  the  ideas  of  the  British  government,  or 
the  wishes  of  the  people;  and  although  it  might 
have  been  considered  an  act  of  madness,  or  folly 
to  have  threatened  a retaliation  of  warfare  equally 
extensive  with  that  vainly  menaced  by  France,  it 
was  nevertheless  thought  political,  and  judicious 
to  make  desultory  attacks  on  such  of  these  marine 
depots  as  appeared  most  vulnerable,  and  attempt 
the  destruction,  not  only  of  the  vessels  them- 
selves, but  of  the  batteries  which  protected  them. 
The  project  was  wise,  and  appeared  to  promise 
success;  it  was  supposed,  and  properly  so,  that 
rto  enterprise  could  be  more  degrading  to  France, 
or  could  elevate  the  situation  of  Britain  to  a greater 
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height  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  and  of  the 
world,  than  an  happy  seizure  of  the  critical  mo- 
ment of  commencing  the  attack,  when  their 
preparations  were  brought  nearest  to  the  summit 
of  supposed  perfection. 

The  eyes  of  ministers  were  impulsively  turn- 
ed with  unanimous  concurrence  on  Lord  Nel- 
son : the  command  was  offered  to  him ; and 
he  disdained,  notwithstanding  the  delicate  state 
of  his  health,  and  his  recent  return  from  a most 
fatiguing  service,  to  hesitate  a single  moment  in 
accepting  of  it.  Some  persons  have  asserted  that 
his  lordship  not  only  made  a voluntary  tender 
of  his  services  on  this  occasion,  but  was  the  ac- 
tual proposer  of  the  project.  The  matter  is  im- 
material, which  ever  way  the  fact  stands  j but 
although  the  propriety  of  the  choice  must  have 
forcibly  struck  all  ranks  of  persons,  there  were 
not  wanting  some  individuals,  who  affected  rather 
to  disapprove  of  his  lordship’s  appointment  on  this 
occasion.  It  was  very  extraordinary,  however, 
that  few,  or  none  of  them  agreed  together  in 
the  reasons  they' gave  for  this  dissent.  All,  how- 
ever, reflected  the  highest  honour  on  his  lord- 
ship.  It  was  urged  in  one  place,  that  the  general 
character  of  the  service  was  hurt  by  the  appoint- 
ment ; in  as  much  as  it  appeared  to  shew  the 
world,  from  his  lordship’s  being  again  so  sud- 
denly called  into  service,  that  England  could 
produce  no  other  person  capable  of  conducting 
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so  arduous  an  attack.  In  the  opinion  of  others, 
the  appointment  was  considered  an  hardship, 
owing  to  the  services  his  lordship  had  already 
performed,  the  dangers  he  had  encountered,  the 
fatigues  he  had  undergone,  and  the  injury  his 
health,  his  constitution  naturally  weak,  must 
have  sustained  from  anxiety  and  extraordinary 
exertion.  The  third  opinion  w^s,  if  possible, 
more  flattering  to  his  lordship’s  character,  than 
either  of  the  foregoing;  the  expedition  was 
thought  of  too  humble  a nature,  to  demand  the 
services  of  this  great  man  ; many  persons  held, 
that  it  was  a degradation  to  the  conqueror  at 
Aboukir,  to  be  employed  on  an  enterprize  against 
a paltry  flotilla.  Expeditions,  added  they,  of 
the  first  class  only,  should  be  confided  to  heroes, 
whose  character  was  so  indelibly  stamped  as  his 
own;  and  by  a very  apposite  quotation  declared, 

" Ncc  Deus  intersit,  ni  dignus  vindice  nodus 

“ Jnte^erit.,, 

Notwithstanding  these  different  grounds  of  dis- 
agreement, all  united  in  one  point  of  opinion ; 

that  a fitter  instrument  to  such  an  occasion  could 

/ 

not  have  been  chosen,  than  Lord  Nelson ; that 
his  very  name  was  a tower  of  mighty  strength  ; 
and  that  every  thing  which  the  power  of  man 
could  effect,  was  not  only  to  be  naturally  ex- 
pected from  the  skill  as  well  as  gallantry  of  his 
conduct,  but  success  was  considered  as  the  al- 
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most  inevitable  consequence  resulting  from  his 
appointment. 

To  return,  however,  for  the  present,  to 
simple  narrative  ; his  lordship,  as  has  been  al- 
ready related,  landed  on  the  ist  of  July,  at  Yar- 
mouth, where  he  was  received,  if  not  with  all’ 
the  honours  due  to  his  great  name  and  renown, 
with  such  as  the  magistracy,  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  military,  were  capable  ofdisplaying,  to  evince 
their  high  respect  and  ost&em.  On  this  occasion 
too  did  his  lordship,  never  relaxing  for  a single 
moment  from  those  firm  and  genuine  principles 
of  benevolence  and  humanity,  which  so  indelibly 
marked  his  character,  again  exhibit  to  the  world  a 
fresh  proof  of  both.  His  first  occupation,  after  he 
had  reached  the  shore,  was  to  visit  the  hospitals, 
which  contained  those  unfortunate  persons  who 
had  been  wounded  under  his  command  at  the 
attack  of  Copenhagen.  He  inquired  with  the 
attention  of  a parent,  and  a friend  into  the  state 
<of  their  health,  their  wants,  and  their  situation; 
and  in  all  cases,  where  his  advice,  his  inter- 
ference, or  his  assistance  became  necessary,  his 
aid  was  afforded  with  the  affection  of  a true  phi- 
lanthropist, and  with  the  tenderness  of  a foster 
parent.  Previous  to  his  quitting  the  town,  the 
volunteer  cavalry  assembled,  and  insisted,  as 
an  humble  token  of  their  esteem,  on  escort- 
ing his  lordship  on  his  journey  as  far  as  Lowe- 
stoffe. 
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In  a very  few  days  after  his  arrival  in  London, 
lie  received  his  new  commission,  which  appointed 
him  commander  in  chief  of  a squadron,  em- 
ployed between  Orfordness  and  Bcachyhead ; 
together  with  the  whole  flotilla  of  gun-brigs,  fire- 
ships, bomb-ketches,  and  vessels  of  every  other 
description,  together  with  the  sea-fencibles,  em- 
bodied within  the  same  district,  and  all  the  boats, 
or  floating  defence  vessels,  on  board  which  they 
were  appointed  to  act.  He,  accordingly,  pro- 
ceeded almost  immediately  to  Shcerness,  and 
hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Unite  frigate  of  32 
guns.  He  sailed  from  thence  in  a very  few 
days  afterwards,  and,  as  if  it  was  determined  by 
fortune,  that  every  action  of  this  great  man's  life 
should  be  accompanied  with  celebrity,  in  his 
passage  from  the  Nore,  instead  of  pursuing  the 
usual  tourse,  and  proceeding  through  the  King’s 
channc’,  ! e chose  to  attempt,  using  the  proper 
precautions  for  the  safety  of  the  ship,  a passage 
which  had  always  been  considered  impracticable 
for  ships  of  war,  but  which  proving  otherwise, 
has  ever  since  been  appropriately  termed  Nel- 
son’s Channel. 

As  a proper  preliminary  to  the  intended  enter- 
prize,  a general  and  strict  embargo  was  imposed 
for  the  prevention  of  all  intercourse  whatever,  be- 
' tween  the  ports  of  England  and  those  of  the  oppo- 
sitecoasts-,the  most  positive  orders  were  also  given, 
that  no  person  of  any  description,  or  rank  what- 
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ever,  should  be  permitted  to  land  from  France,  the 
ports  of  Flanders,  or  of  Holland.  Notwithstand- 
ing, however,  this  strictly  enforced  precaution, 
either  that  jealousy,  naturally  attendant  on  timidi- 
ty, had  excited  apprehensions  in  the  mind  of 
France,  or  she  had  been,  with  more  truth,  per- 
haps, might  it  be  asserted,  correctly  informed  by 
her  trusty,  and  treacherous  emissaries,  of  the  blow 
with  which  she  was  menaced.  Every  precautipn 
was  immediately  taken  on  her  part,  to  secure 
herself,  far  as  her  powers  permitted  her,  from 
the  violence  of  it.  From  Brest  to  the  Texel  the 
shores  were  lined  with  troops  ; immense  bodies 
had  been  purposely  marched  from  the  interior  on 
the  occasion,  w'ith  astonishing  rapidity  j batteries 
were  erected,  and  furnaces  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose of  heating  red  hot  shot ; in  short,  nothing 
was  left  undone,  or  untried  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  soldier,  or  the  skill  of  the  engineer,  could 
suggest,  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  most 
formidable  obstacles  to  the  success  of  their  as- 
sailants. 

It  was  remarked  with  correctness,  on  this  oc- 
casion, that  the  war  between  France  and  Great 
Britain  assumed  a new  but  highly  interesting  ap- 
pearance to  the  individuals  of  both  countries. 
That  in  former  wars,  and  indeed  in  the  preced- 
ing part  of  that  which  then  existed,  the  distant 
colonies  of  both  had  most  severely  felt  its  terrors, 
while  their  vitals  had  remained  nearly  untouched 
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and  unmolested;  now,  however,  the  encamp* 
ments  of  France  on  the  coast  of  Picardy,  and 
those  of  England  on  the  shores  of  Kent,  revived 
in  idea  the  days  of  the  Henrys  and  the  Edwards, 
when  a single  battle  frequently  determined  the 
event  of  the  war,  and  prescribed  the  terms  of 
future  peace. 

On  the  30th  of  Julv,  his  lordship,  who  had 
then  reached  Deal,  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the 
Leyden,  of  63  guns,  from  whence  he  very  soon 
afterwards  removed  it  to  the  Medusa.  His  force, 
independent  of  the  Leyden,  cons'sred  of  the 
Ruyter  and  York,  of  64  guns  each;  the  Isis,  of 
5c;  the  Hind,  Brilliant,  Medusa,  and  seve- 
ral other  fiigates,  with  gun-brigs  fire-ships,  and 
different  vessels,  raising  the  amount  of  the  whole 
armament  to  forty  sail  of  various  descriptions. 
As  the  limits  of  the  command  were  in  consonance 
with  the  abilities  of  his  lordship,  extensive;  so 
were  the  powers  also,  on  which  he  was  on  this 
occasion  invested,  unusual.  To  remedy*  as  far 
as  human  aid  could  render  its  assistance,  the  dif- 
ficulty under,  which  his  lordship  laboured,  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  right  arm,  he  had 
the  extraordinary  allowance  of  three  marine  aides- 
du-camp,  and,  in  short,  experienced  every 
other  possible  respect  that  could  be  shewn  him  by 
the  board  of  admiralty,  in  regard  to  his  suite,  and 
appointments. 

Though  public  opinion  had  for  some  days 
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prognosticated  the  general  destination  of  the  ex- 
pedition, yet  the  spot  destined  first  to  feel  iti 
force,  remained  unknown ; so  that  expectation 
svas  raised  on  tip-toe,  when,  on  the  ist  of  Au- 
gust, his  lordship  quitted  the  Downs,  and  stood 
over  to  the  coast  of  France.  Boulogne-sur-mer, 
it  appeared,  was  fixed  on  as  the  debtit  of  the  en- 
terprize;  it  had  long  been  the  principal  point  of 
rendezvous  on  that  coast,  for  the  gun-boats  and 
other  small  craft,  destined,  according  to  report, 
for  the  invasion  of  Britain.  It  had  been,  more- 
over, a receptacle  for  the  nest  of  small  privateers, 
which  had  at  different  periods  very  severely  injur- 
ed the  coasting  trade  of  Britain,  carried  on,  gene- 
rally speaking,  in  vessels  totally  defenceless.  On 
both  these  grounds,  therefore,  the  destruction  of 
this  port,  with  its  contents,  was  judicious  in  re- 
spect to  the  attempt,  and  would  have  been  ex- 
tremely grateful  in  the  success  of  it.  The  flotilla 
which  had  actually  been  prepared  within  itself, 
had  lately  received  a very  considerable  reinforce- 
ment from  Calais ; and  it  appeared,  that  owing 
to  its  very  shallow'  draught  of  water,  as  well  as 
the  proximity  which  it  vas  constantly  enabled 
to  keep  in  respect  to  the  shore,  that  it  was  a mat- 
ter almost  amounting  to  impossibility  for  the  Bri- 
tish cruisers,  with  all  their  alertness,  to  prevent 
such  a junction,  or  any  subsequent  measure  of  the 
same  kind,  in  respect  to  vessels  of  the  same  de- 
scription, that  might  be  attempted  by  the  enemy. 
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The  coast  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boulogne 
runs  in  a direction  nearly  east,  and  west.  To 
the  eastward  a point  of  land  juts  out,  which 
forms  a bay,  in  the  centre  ot  which  is  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour  opening  to  the  north.  .The 
floating  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting  ot  six 
large  brigs,  two  schooners,  and  twenty  gun- 
boats, were  anchored  in  a line  along  the  shore, 
at  little  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile’s  distance 
from  it.  The  vessels  were  formed  in  two  sepa- 
rate divisions ; the  largest  of  these  was  stationed 
to  the  westward  of  the  entrance  into  the  port, 
the  remainder  to  the  eastward.  The  most  power- 
ful vessel  belonging  to  the  enemy  was  moored 
off  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  which  was  still 
farther  protected  by  a strong  battery  on  the 
beach,  and  a second  on  the  eastern  pier-head. 
A considerable  encampment  was  discovered  on 
tire  heights,  extending  on  each  side  of  the  town. 
Such  was  the  formidable  position  of  defence^ 
which*  presented  itself  to  his  lordship's  view, 
when  he  arrived  off  Boulogne  on  the  3d  of 
August. 

The  whole  of  the  day  was  unremittingly  em- 
ployed in  rcconnoitcring,  and  in  making  the 
necessary  arrangements  tor  immediate  attack; 
and  in  the  evening  a trial  was  made  by  the  bomb- 
vessels,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  ranges  the  shells 
they  threw,  would  make.  The  trial  proving 
completely  satisfactory,  the  signal  was  made  to 
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call  them  off,  and  the  whole  armament  came  to 
an  anchor,  at  a distance  of  four  miles  from  the 
town.  At  break  of  day,  on  the  ensuing  morning, 
the  preparations  for  commencing  the  attack, 
began.  The  vice-admiral  himself  at  four  o’clock  * 
stationed  the  bomb-vessels,  which  were  five  in 
number,  extending  in  an  oblique  line  from  the 
western  point  of  the  enemy’s  position.  They  all 
reached  their  several  stations,  and  the  bombard- 
ment actually  commenced  a little  before  five 
o’clock.  Behind,  and  in  support  of  these  terrific 
assailants,  a line,  composed  of  ships  of  war,  was 
stationed  under  weigh,  ready  to  protect  them  on 
the  instant,  should  any  unforeseen  molestation 
take  place.  His  lordship  himself,  having  his 
flag  on  board  the  Medusa,  took  his  post 
directly  in  the  front  of  the  harbour ; a line  of 
small  ships  of  war  extending  from  his  right ; 
behind,  and  in  support  of  these,  the  Leyden,  of 
64  guns,  was  stationed.  , 

It  had  at  first  been  his  lordship’s  intention,  to 
have  made  the  attack  with  the  bomb-ketches  only; 
and  the  motive  for  this  determination  was  judi- 
cious in  the  extreme.  The  range  of  shells  being 
infinitely  greater  than  that  of  shot,  the  vessels 
from  whence  they  were  thrown,  were  capa- 
ble of  being  placed  at  such  a distance,  that 
they  could  carry  on  their  operations  and  attacks 
completely  undisturbed  by  the  enemy.  At  six 
o’clock,  however,  it  being  then  nearly  high  water. 
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and  it  becoming  expedient  to  acquire  every  pos- 
sible information  with  respect  to  the  enemy’s 
force.  Lord  Nelson,  in  the  hope  of  provoking 
them  to  unmask  their  different  batteries,  which, 
on  account  of  the  cliffs  and  their  colour,  were  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  be  discovered  with  any  degree 
of  accuracy,  as  well  in  respect  to  their  numbers 
as  their  force,  ordered  all  the  lighter  ships  to 
stand  as  near  into  the  shore  as  possible,  and 
open  their  fire  along  the  whole  extent  of  the 
bay,  keeping  constantly  under  sail,  and  putting 
about  w en  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
commencing the  attack.  A heavy  fire  con- 
sequently took  place  on  both  sides,  but  attended 
with  very  little  injury  to  either;  and  the  ebbing 
tide  prevented  its  being  of  anv  long  duration. 

The  bomb-ketches,  not  only  on  account  of 
their  distance,  but  their  position,  lay  completely 
secure  from  the  fire  of  the  French  batteries;  but 
the  enemy,  soon  aware  of  their  own  impotence, 
sent  a considerable  number  of  men  and  troops  to 
erect  batteries  on  a hill  to  the  eastward  side  of 
the  bay,  from  whence  they  would  have  it  in 
their  power  to  flank  the  whole  line  of  coast  $ but, 
notwithstanding  this  auxiliary  aid,  the  bomhs  re- 
mained in  tolerable  security,  owing  to  their  being 
placed  at  too  great  a distance  from  their  new 
assailants  to  the  westward.  The  principal 
object  which  his  lordship  had  in  view,  in  the 
dispositions  he  made,  was  to  drive  the  whole  of 
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the  enemy’s  flot'lla  from  the  position  they  had 
taken,  and  compel  them  to  seek  in  haste  for  shel- 
ter at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  If  it  were 
possible,  argued  his  lordship,  to  carry  this  mea- 
sure completely  into  effect,  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy  becoming  closely  crowded  together,  would 
naturally  present  a fairer  object  to  the  assailants ; 
whose  shells  might  from  thence  be  expected, 
vVithout  much  fear  of  disappointment,  to  become 
much  more  destructive.  It  was  intended  to 
have  sent,  under  cover  of  the  night,  three  of  the 
bomb-vessels,  close  in  with  the  shore : ali  of 

them  were  to  have  been  towed  in  by  boats ; ten 
being  appropriated  for  that  service  to  each,  as 
well  as  to  aid  in  bringing  them  off,  should  any 
unforeseen  disaster  take  place.  A shift  of  the 
wind,  however,  unfortunately  taking  place,  the 
attack  became  unadvisable,  or  perhaps  imprac- 
ticable, without  incurring  a risk,  which  his  lord- 
ship  did  not  think  himself  justified  in  hazarding. 
As  a further  continuance  in  the  same  station  was 
thus  become  unnecessary,  at  least  for  the  present, 
the  whole  armament  was  ordered  to  haul  off  to 
the  station  it  had  occupied,  before  it  proceeded 
to  the  attack. 

Thus  ended  the  first  attempt  ; which,  though 
attended  with  but  trivial  disadvantage  to  the 
enemy,  was,  it  must  be  remembered,  effected 
without  loss  on  the  side  of  the  assailants.  Bri- 
tain, on  her  parr,  had  at  least  proved  her  naval 
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superiority  to  the  world,  by  making  the  attempt; 
and  France  had  confessed  her  impotence,  and 
her  fears,  by  the  exertions  she  had  felt  herself 
compelled  to  make,  in  order  to  parry  the  attack*. 
In  the  official  account  given  by  his  lordship  of 
the  transaction,  we  again  trace  all  those  benign 
sentiments  of  benevolence  and  philanthropy 
which  on  every  preceding  occasion  had  marked 
his  conduct.  He  warred  only  with  those  who 

* "JSia,  “ Medusa,  off  Boulogne. 

“ The  enemy’s  vessels,  brigs,  and  flats  (lugger  rigged), 
and  a schooner,  twenty-four  in  number,  were  this  morning  at 
daylight  anchored  in  a line  in  the  front  of  Boulogne.  The 
winds  being  favourable  for  the  bombs  to  act,  I made  the 
signal  for  them  to  weigh,  and  to  throw  shells  at  the  vessels ; 
but  as  little  as  possille  to  annoy  the  town.  The  captains 
placed  their  ships  in  the  best  possible  position,  and  in  a few 
hours  three  of  the  fiats  and  a brig  were  sunk ; and  in  the 
course  of  the  morning  six  were  on  shore,  evidently  much  da- 
maged. At  six  in  the  evening,  being  high  water,  five  of  the 
vessels  which  had  been  aground,  hauled  with  difficulty  into  the 
mole;  the  others  remained  under  water.  1 bilieve  the  whole 
of  the  vessels  would  have  gone  inside  the  pier,  but  for  want 
of  water.  What  damage  the  enemy  has  sustained,  beyond  what 
we  see,  it  is  impossible  to  tell.  The  whole  of  this  affair  is 
of  no  further  consequence,  than  to,  show  the  enemy  they  can- 
not, with  impunity,  come  outside  the  ports.  The  officers  of 
the  artillery  threw  the  shells  with  great  skill ; and  I am  sorry 
that  Captain  Fyers,  of  the  royal  artillery,  is  slightly  wounded 
by  the  bursting  of  an  enemy’s  shell ; and  two  seamen  are  also 
wounded.  A gun- vessel  is  this  moment  sunk. 

“ I am,  &c.  & c. 

“ Nelson  and  Beonte." 
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opposed  him  ; the  unoffending  inhabitants  he 
assailed  not : on  the  contrary,  he  issued  the  most 
positive  orders,  that  every  possible  precaution 
should  be  used  by  those  under  his  orders,  to  pre- 
vent their  sustaining  an  injury.  It  is  a matter  of 
sufficient  triumph  to  British  humanity,  that  the 
conduct  of  her  commanders,  when  contrasted 
with  those  of  France,  should  cause  the  rest  of  the 
universe  to  shudder  at  the  comparison. 

But  however  unequal  to  the  wishes,  and  perhaps 
expectations  of  his  lordship,  the  event  had  proved, 
he  most  magnanimously  desisted  from  showing  the 
smallest  mortification,  or  disappointment ; on  the 
contrary,  he  bestowed  the  highest  encomiums  on 
the  conduct  of  those  who  acted  under  his  orders*. 

• “ Medina,  off  Boulogne,  Aug.  yth. 

•*  Lord  Nelson  has  reason  to  be  very  much  satisfied  with 
the  captains  of  the  bombs,  for  the  placing  of  their  vessels 
yesterday.  It  was  impossible  they  could  have  been  better 
situated  ; and  the  artillery  officers  have  shown  great  skill  in 
entirely  disabling  ten  of  the  armed  vessels,  out  of  twenty,  four 
opposed  to  them ; and  many  other:.  Lord  Nelson  believe?,  are 
much  damaged.  The  commander  in  chief  cannot  avoid  noticing 
the  great  zeal  and  desire  to  attack  the  enemy  in  a closer  and 
different  c..mbat,  which  manifested  itself  in  all  ranks  of  per- 
sons ; and  which  Lord  Nelson  would  gladly  have  given  full 
scope  to,  had  the  atte.mpt  at  this  moment  been  proper : but 
the  officers  and  others  may  rely,  that  an  early  opportunity 
shall  be  given  them,  for  showing  their  judgment,  zeal,  and 
bravery.  The  hired  and  revenue  cutters  kept  under  sail,  and 
performed  the  duty  entrusted  to  them  with  a great  deal  of 
skill. 

(Signed,)  " and  BaoNT*.’’ 

V 2 
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On  the  6th  of  August,  his  lordship  quitted  his 
station  off  Boulogne,  and  repaired  with  the  * 
greater  part  ofhis  Heet  to  Margate  roads,  leaving 
a sufficient  force  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  ene- 
my : the  gun-boats  and  smaller  vessels  pro- 
ceeded however  no  farther  than  the  Downs ; 
and  the  return  itself  was,  in  reality,  one  of  those 
ingenious  feints,  so  frequently  practised  in  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  deceiving,  or  perplexing  the 
attention  of  the  enemy.  In  the  hope  of  carrying 
this  ingenious  stratagem  to  its  fullest  extent,  his 
lordship,  after  continuing  two  days  in  Margate 
roads,  during  which  he  never  once  came  on 
shore,  again  put  to  sea ; but,  as  if  Flushing,  or 
some  other  port  on  the  Dutch  coast,  had  been 
marked  out  as  the  intended  object  of  his  attack, 
he  steered  an  easterly  course,  though  the  real 
object  he  had  in  view  still  remained  the  same. 
The  force  under  his  orders  became  considerably 
augmented,  by  the  arrival  of  a number  of  small 
vessels,  which  had  been  fitted  out  with  the  ut- 
most expedition,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  in  the 
second  attack  ; so  that  it  now  amounted,  including 
all  rates  and  descriptions,  to  seventy  sail.  The 
enemy,  on  their  part,  had  been  no  less  diligent 
and  active.  The  former  attack  had  been  of 
essential  use  to  them  : it  enabled  them  to  con- 
template all  the  weak,  as  well  as  the  stronger 
and  more  advantageous  parts  of  their  position* 
and  erect  batteries  wherever  they  were  considered 
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likely  to  be  serviceable.  In  addition  to  these 
measures,  warned  by  the  fears  which  had  agitated 
them  on  a former  occasion,  their  army  in  the 
neighbourhood  had  been  again  considerably  rein- 
forced ; so  that  the  heights,  to  the  extent  of  three 
miles  in  length,  were  completely  covered  by 
encampments. 

Although  the  object,  for  the  destruction  and 
defence  of  which  such  mighty  preparations  were 
made,  was  so  extremely  insignificant,  that  the 
expenses  incurred  on  both  sides  more  than  tri- 
pled that,  which  the  flotilla  itself  had  cost  in  the 
equipment ; yet  it  appeared  one  of  those  nugatory 
points  which  frequently  occur  in  the  course  of 
war,  for  the  maintenance,  or  ruin  of  which,  con- 
tending nations,  without  any  plausible,  or  per- 
haps ostensible  reasons,  frequently  make  the 
strongest  exertions.  France  had  long  boasted 
throughout  Europe,  and  indeed  every  other  quar- 
ter of  the  world,  of  the  medif&ted  mischief  which 
was  about  to  fall  on  Britain,  under  the  fostering 
protection  of  this  contemptible  armament.  Bri- 
tain, on  her  part,  felt  herself  rather  teased  into 
acting  the  part  of  a froward  child,  tormented 
with  the  threat  of  an  imaginary  bugbear,  than  as 
called  upon  to  make  exertions  for  the  actual 
preservation  of  her  subjects,  from  the  ravages  of 
a banditti.  It  was  not  sufficient  for  her  to  be 
convinced  in  her  own  mind,  that  the  threat 
itself  was  probably  nothing  more  than  the  mere 
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effusion  of  French  arrogance  and  vanity,  without 
any  real  intention  of  prosecuting  the  attempt 
beyond  alarm  ; but  she  thought  herself  in  some 
measure  called  upon  to  manifest  her  own  dignity 
and  consequence,  to  prove  the  arrogance,  and 
the  emptiness  of  the  threat.  Such  conduct,  on 
the  part  of  an  adversary,  frequently  excites  those 
feelings. 

In  respect  to  the  views  and  the  wishes  of  his 
country,  whatever  might  have  been  the  first  mov- 
ing cause  that  gave  them  birth,  no  person  could  pos- 
sibly have  entered  into  them  with  more  zeal,  and 
animation  than  his  lordship.  He  appeared  as  if 
roused  almost  above  his  customary  ardour.  To 
an  active  and  daring  mind,  it  has  been  justly  re- 
marked, a mind  habituated  to  overcome  all 
obstacles  offered  to  impede  the  pursuit  of  victory 
and  glory,  the  late  success,  in  disabling  only  a por- 
tion of  the  flotilla,  appeared  as  a defeat,  or  at  best 
a disappointment,  rather  than  in  the  light  of 
a triumph.  In  brief,  the  destruction,  or  the 
capture  of  the  flotilla  moored  off  Boulogne,  was 
an  object  as  dear  to  his  lordship’s  mind,  notwith- 
standing its  insignificance,  as  the  successful 
atchievement  of  the  most  arduous  enterprise  in 
which  he  ever  had  been  engaged. 

His  lordship  arrived  off  Boulogne  on  the 
15th,  and  immediately  formed  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  intended  attack.  The  ob- 
stacles to  success,  it  is  certain,  appeared  formi- 
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dable,  but  by  no  means  insuperable ; and  the 
cause  which  ultimately  prevented  that  success, 
in  its  fullest  extent,  as  it  was  one  of  those  minutiae 
which  a brave  mind  would  almost  invariably 
overlook,  so  did  the  adoption  of  the  precaution 
reflect  on  the  enemy  as  much  disgrace,  as  their 
defeat  would  have  done.  On  the  evening  of  the 
1 5th,  the  vessels  composing  the  fleet  were  ordered 
to  form  themselves,  so  soon  as  it  became  dark,  in 
four  divisions  *.  The  French  line  of  vessels  were 

* Copy  of  Lord  Nelson's  dispatches. 

“ Si*.  “ Medusa  off  Boulogne,  Aug.  16. 

“ Having  judged  it  proper  to  attempt  bringing  off  the  ene- 
my’s flotilla,  moored  in  front  of  Boulogne,  I directed  the  at- 
tack to  be  made  by  four  divisions  of  boats,  for  boarding,  under 
the  command  of  Captains  Somerville,  Cotgrave,  Jones,  and 
Parker,  and  a division  of  howitzer-boats,  under  Captain  Conn. 
The  boats  put  off  from  the  Medusa  at  half  past  eleven  last 
night,  in  the  best  possible  order,  and  before  one  o'clock  this 
morning  the  firing  began  ; and  I had,  from  the  judgment  of 
the  officers,  and  the  zeal  and  gallantry  of  every  man,  the  most 
perfect  confidence  of  complete  success  ; but  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  with  the  tide  and  half  tide,  separated  the  divisions, 
and  to  all  not  arriving  at  the  same  moment  with  Captain 
Parker,  is  to  be  attributed  the  failure  of  success.  But  1 beg 
to  be  perfectly  understood,  that  not  the  smallest  blame  at- 
taches itself  to  any  person  ; for  although  the  divisions  did  not 
arrive  together,  yet  each  (except  the  fourth  division,  which 
could  not  be  got  up  before  day)  made  a successful  attack  on 
that  part  of  the  enemy  they  fell  in  with,  and  actually  took 
possession  of  many  brigs  and  flats,  and  cut  their  cables.  But 
many  of  them  being  aground  at  the  moment  of  the  battle’s 
ceasing  on  board  them,  the  vessels  were  filled  with  volliet 
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defended  by  long  poles,  headed  with  spikes  of  iron 
projecting  from  their  sides;  they  were  guarded  also 

upon  vollies  of  musketry,  the  enemy  being  perfectly  regard- 
less of  their  own  men,  who  must  have  suffered  equally  witji 
us ; it  was  therefore  impossible  to  remain  on  board  even  to 
burn  them  ; but  allow  me  to  say,  who  have  seen  much  service 
this  war,  that  more  determined  persevering  courage  I never 
witnessed;  and  that  nothing  but  the  impossibility  of  being 
successful,  from  the  causes  I have  mentioned,  could  have  pre- 
vented me  from  having  congratulated  their  lordships.  But 
although  in  point  of  value  the  loss  of  such  gallantry  and  good 
men  is  incalculable  ; yet,  in  point  of  number,  it  has  fallen 
short  of  my  expec'atior.s  I mhst  also  beg  leave  to  stdte, 

that  greater  zeal,  and  ardent  desire,  to  distinguish  themselves 
by  an  attack  on  the  enemy,  were  never  shown  than  by  all  the 
captains,  officers,  and  crews  of  all  the  different  descriptions  of 
vessels  under  my  command.  The  commanders  of  the  Hunter 
and  Greyhound  revenue-cutters  went  in  their  boats  in  the 
most  handsome  and  gallant  manner  to  the  attack. 

Among  the  many  brave  men  wounded,  1 have,  with  the 
deepest  regret,  to  place  the  name  of  my  gallant  good  friend, 
and  able  assistant,  Captain  Edward  T.  Parker ; also  my  flag- 
lieutenant,  Frederick  Langford,  who  has  served  with  me 
many  years.  They  were  both  wounded  in  attempting  to 
board  the  French  commodore.  To  Captain  Gore  of  the  Me- 
dusa, i feci  the  highest  obligations ; and  when  their  lordships 
look  at  the  loss  of  the  Medusa  on  this  occasion,  they  will  agree 
with  me,  that  the  honour  of  my  flag,  and  the  cause  of  their 
king  and  country,  could  never  have  been  placed  in  more  gal- 
lant hands.  Captain  Bedford  of  the  Leyden,  with  Captain 
Gore,  very  handsomely  offered  their  services  to  serve  under 
a master  and  commander ; but  I did  not  think  it  fair  to  the 
latter,  and  I only  mention  it  to  mark  the  zeal  of  those  offi- 
cers- From  the  nature  of  the  attack  only  a few  prisoners  were 
pade ; a lieutenant,  eight  seamen,  and  eight  soldiers,  arc  all 
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from  the  attempts  of  boarders;  a species  of 
attack  which  they  feared  more  than  any  other, 

they  brought  off.  Herewith  I send  the  reports  of  the  several 
commanders  of  divisions,  and  a return  of  the  killed  and 
wounded. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“ NELSOM^ind  B.tONTE.” 

f‘  P.  S.  Captain  Somerville  was  the  senior  master  and  com- 
mander employed.” 

“ My  Lord,  “ Eugenie,  off  Boulogne,  Aug.  i6,iSoi. 

“ In  obedience  to  your  lordship’.s  directions  to  state  the 
proceedings  of  the  first  division  of  boats,  which  you  did  me 
the  honour  to  place  under  my  command,  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  the  enemy’s  flotilla  in  the  Bay  of  Boulogne,  1 beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  after  leaving  the  Medusa  last 
night,  I found  myself,  on  getting  ashore,  carried  considerably, 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  tide,  to  the  eastward  of  the  above-men- 
tioned place  ; and  finding  that  I was  not  likely  to  reach  it  in 
the  order  prescribed,  1 gave  directions  to  the  boats  to  cast 
each  other  off : by  so  doing  I was  enabled  to  get  to  the  ene- 
my’s flotilla  a little  before  the  dawn  of  day,  and,  in  the  best 
order  possible,  attacked,  close  to  the  pier-head,  a brig,  which, 
after  a sharp  contest,  I carried.  Previous  to  so  doing  her  cables 
were  cut,  but  I was  prevented  from  towing  her  out,  by  her 
being  secured  with  a chain  ; and  in  consequence  of  a very 
heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  grape-shot,  that  was  directed  at  us 
from  the  shore,  three  luggers,  and  another  brig,  within  half- 
pistol shot,  and.  not  seeing  the  least  prospect  of  being  able  to 
get  her  off,  I was  obliged  to  abandon  her,  and  push  out  of 
the  bay,  as  it  was  then  completely  day-light.  The  undaunted 
and  resolute  behaviour  of  the.  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
was  unparalleled ; and  I have  to  lament  the  loss  of  several  of 
those  brave  men,  a list  of  whom  I enclose  herewith. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“ P.  Some  a v ills.” 

*f  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  K..  B.” 
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by  strong  nettings  braced  up  on  the  upper  side  to 
their  lower  yards.  The  smallest  vessel  contained 

" My  Lorw,  “ Medusa,  off  Boulogne,  Aug.  16; 

“ After  the  complete  arrangement  which  was  made,  the 
perfect  good  understanding  and  regularity  with  which  the 
boats  you  did  me  the  honour  to  put  under  my  command  left 
the  Medusa,  I have  an  anxious  feeling  to  explain  to  your 
lordship  the  failure  of  our  enterprise,  that,  on  its  outset,  pro- 
mised every  success.  Agreeable  to  your  lordship’s  instiuc. 
tions,  1 proceeded  with  the  second  division  of  the  boats  under 
my  direction,  the  half  of  which  was  under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant  Williams,  senior  of  the  Medusa,  to  attack  the  part 
of  the  enemy’s  flotilla  appointed  for  me,  and  at  half  past 
twelve  bad  the  good  fortune  to  find  myself  close  to  them, 
when  I ordered  Lieutenant  Williams,  with  his  subdivision,  to 
push  on  to  attack  the  vessels  to  the  northward  of  me,  while  I, 
with  the  others,  run  alongside  a large  brig  off  the  Mole 
Head,  wearing  the  commodore’s  pendant.  It  is  at  this  mo- 
ment that  I feci  myself  at  a loss  for  words  to  do  justice  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Medusa,  who  were  in  the  boat  with 
me,  and  to  Lieutenant  Langford,  the  officers  and  crew  of  die 
same  ship,  who  nobly  seconded  us  in  the  barge,  until  all  her 
crew  were  killed  or  wounded ; and  to  the  Honourable  William 
Cathcart,  who  commanded  the  Medusa’s  cutter,  and  sustained 
(lie  attack  with  the  greatest  intrepidity,  until  the  desperate 
situation  I was  left  in  obliged  me  to  call  him  to  the  assistance 
of  the  sufferers  in  my  boat.  The  boats  were  no  sooner  along- 
side, than  we  attempted  to  board;  but  a very  strong  netting 
traced  up  to  her  lower  yards  baffled  all  our  endeavours,  and 
an  instantaneous  discharge  of  her  guns  and  small  arms,  from 
about  two  hundred  soldiers  on  her  gunwale,  knocked  myselg 
Mr.  Kirby,  the  master  of  the  Medusa,  and  Mr.  Gore,  a mid- 
shipman, with  two-thirds  of  the  crew,  upon  our  backs  into 
the  boat,  all  either  killed,  or  desperately  wounded  ; the  barge 
and  cutter  being  on  the  outside,  sheered  off  with  the  tide  $ but 
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one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  some  of  them  two  hun- 
dred soldiers  ; added  to  which,  the  line  they  were 

the  flat  boat,  in  which  I was,  hung  alongside,  and  as  there  was 
not  an  officer  or  man  left  to  govern  her,  must  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  had  not  Mr.  Cathcart  taken  her  in 
tow,  and  carried  her  off. 

Mr  Williams  led  his  subdivision  up  to  the  enemy  with  the 
most  intrepid  gallantry  , took  one  lugger,  and  attacked  a brig; 
while  his  crews,  I am  concerned  to  say,  suffered  equally  with 
outtclves  ; nearly  the  whole  of  his  boat’s  crew  were  killed  or 
wounded  : Lieutenant  Pelley,  who  commanded  the  Medusa’s 
launch,  and  the  Honourable  Mr:  Maitland,  midshipman,  were 
severely  wounded  ; and  Mr:  William  Bristow,  master’s  mate, 
in  th . Medusa’s  cutter,  under  Lieutenant  Steward,  was  killed. 

" I now  feel  it  my  duty  to  assure  your  lordship,  that  no- 
thing could  surpass  the  zeal,  courage,  and  readiness  of  every 
description  of  officer  and  man  under  my  command  ; and  I am 
sorry  that  my  words  fall  short  of  their  merit,  though  we  could 
not  accomplish  the  object  we  were  ordered  to. 

“ 1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec. 

(Signed)  “ Edw  ard  T.  Park*!." 

" Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  &c.” 

“ My  Lord,  “Gannet,  Aug.  16,  1801. 

“ On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant,  the  third  division  of 
boats,  which  1 had  the  honour  to  command,  assembled  ou 
board  his  majesty’s  ship  York,  agreeable  to  your  lordship’s 
directions,  and  at  eleven  p.  m.,  by  signal  from  the  Medusa, 
proceeded,  without  loss  of  time,  to  attack  the  enemy's  flotilla 
off  Boulogne,  as  directed  by  your  lordship ; and  as  I thought 
it  most  advisable  to  endeavour  to  reduce  the  largest  vessel 
first,  l lost  no  time  in  making  the  attack  ; but  in  conse- 
quence of  my  leading  the  division,  and  the  enemy  opening 
a heavy  fire  from  |several  of  the  haueries.  thought  it  advis- 
able to  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  possible,  cut  the  tow- 
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moored  in,  was  so  close  to  the  shore,  that  they 
were  protected  not  only  by  the  land  batteries, 

rope,  and  did  not  wait  for  the  other  boats,  so  that  it  was  some 
little  time  before  the  heavy  boats  could  get  up ; received  so 
many  shots  through  the  boats's  bottom,  that  1 soon  found  her 
in  a sinking  state  ; and  as  it  w.s  not  possible  to  stop  so  many 
•hot  holes,  was  obliged,  with  the  men,  to  take  to  another 
boat ; and  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  I 
received  particular  support  from  the  boats  of  his  majesty’s 
•hip  York,  which  soon  came  up  with  the  rest  of  the  division 
1 had'  the  honour  to  command  ; but  finding  no  prospect  of 
success,  and  the  number  of  men  killed  and  wounded  in  the  dif- 
ferent brats,  and  the  constant  fire  from  the  shore  of  grape  and 
•mall  arms,  thought  it  for  the  guod  of  his  majesty's  service, 
to  withdraw  the  boats  between  two  and  three  in  tiie  morning, 
as  we  could  not  board  her,  although  every  effort  was  made. 

•'  J have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  **  Isaac  Cotgiav e.” 
“ Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  K.,  B.” 


“ His  Majesty’s  Ship  Isis, 
“ MyLoro,  August  16,  1801 . 

“ In  consequence  of  directions  received  from  your  lordship, 
I last  night,  on  the  signal  being  made  on  board  the  Medusa, 
left  this  ship,  with  the  boats  of  the  fourth  division,  formed 
with  two  close  lines,  and  immediately  joined  the  other  divi- 
sions under  the  stern  of  the  Medusa,  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceeded to  put  your  lordship's  orders  into  execution,  attack- 
ing the  westernmost  part  of  the  enemy's  flotilla  ; but  notwith- 
•tanding  every  exertion  made,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  the 
side,  we  could  not,  until  near  day-light,  get  to  the  westward 
of  any  part  of  the  enemy’s  line  : on  approaching  the  eastern 
part  of  which,  in  order  to  assist  the  first  division  then  en* 
gaged,  we  met  them  returning.  Under  these  circumstances, 
and  the  day  breaking  apace,  1 judged  it  prudent  to  direct  the 
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but  also  by  the  musketry  of  troops  stationed 
in,  or  near  them.  The  assailants  were  provided 

officer*  commanding  the  different  boats  to  return  to  their  re- 
spective ships. 

**  I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ice. 

“ Robert  Jone*.” 

, “ Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  K.  B.” 

“ P.  S.  None  killed  or  wounded  on  board  any  of  the  fonrth 
division.’* 

“ Discovery,  off  Boulogne, 
**  My  Lord,  August  1 6,  1801. 

“ I beg  leave  to  make  the  report  to  your  lordship  of  the 
four  howitzer  boats,  that  I had  the  honour  to  command  in 
the  attack  of  the  enemy  last  r.ighl.  Having  led  in  to  support 
Captain  Paikcr’s  division,  keeping  between  his  lines  until 
the  enemy  opened  their  fire  on  him,  we  keeping  on  towards 
the  pier,  until  I was  aground  in  the  headmost  boat,  then 
opened  our  fire,  and  threw  about  eight  shells  into  it ; but, 
from  the  strength  of  the  tide  coming  out  of  the  harbour,  was 
not  able  to  keep  off  the  pier-head,  but  continued  our  fire  on 
the  camp,  until  the  enemy’s  fire  had  totally  slackened,  and 
Captain  Parker’s  division  had  passed  without  me.  I beg 
leave  to  mention  to  your  lordship,  that  I was  ably  supported 
by  the  other  boats.  Captain  Broome  and  Lieutenant  Beem, 
of  the  royal  artillery,  did  every  thing  in  their  power  to  an- 
noy the  enemy.  The  other  officers  of  artillery  were  detached 
in  the  ether  four  howitzer  boats. 

“ I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

“ John  Conn.” 

“ Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  K.  B.” 

Total  amount  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  killed  and 
wounded  io  the  boats  of  his  majesty’s  ships  and  vessels  on  the 
attack  of  the  French  flotilla,  moored  before  Boulogne,  on  the 
night  of  the  i jth  of  August. 


334 


MEMOIRS  OF 


with  boarding  pikes,  tomahawks,  and  cutlasses 
only,  the  use  of  muskets  having  been  most  peremp- 

4 officers,  seamen, 7 marines,  killed; — ^officers,  eighty- 
four  seamen,  thirty  marines,  wounded  total,  172. 

1 othe  preceding  accounts  as  well  of  the  last,  as  of  the  for- 
mer action,  the  annexed  details,  famished  by  the  enemy,  will 
form  a very  proper  supplemental  contrast ; but  though  we  may 
ridicule  the  vanity,  and  despise  the  arrogance  as  well  as  the 
fals  hoods  which  penrade  them,  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to 
bestow  every  tribute  of  applause  on  the  conduct  of  a gener- 
ous enemy:  such  was  one  of  the  individuals  against  whom 
the  British  assailants  had  to  contend  ; for  it  is  reported  on  the 
most  indisputable  aathority,  that  when  the  first  of  the  British 
boats  approached  the  French  commodore,  or  commander  of  a 
division,  that  officer  hailed,  and  said  in  tolerable  good  Eng- 
lish, “ Let  me  advise  you,  my  brave  Englishmen,  to  keep  your 
distance,  you  can  do  nothing  here,  and  it  is  only  uselessly 
sheddirg  the  blood  of  brave  men  to  make  the  attempt.’’  In- 
deed it  v o dd  have  been  singularly  cruel  to  have  supposed 
that  every  person  employed  as  an  officer  in  the  service  of 
France  should  equally  disgrace  themselves.  It  would  be  il. 
liberal  also  to  imagine,  there  are  not  several  individuals,  who 
atill  possess  virtue  enough,  to  rescue  the  once  so  much  boasted 
honour  of  the  French  military  character,  from  infamy  and 
contempt. 

French  Account  of  the  Attack  at  Boulogne  on  the  4th  of 
August,  1801. 

**  The  day  before  yesterday,  Auguft  the  4th,  at  day  break. 
Admiral  Nelson,  with  thirty  vessels  of  war  of  all  sizes,  ap- 
peared before  Boulogne.  A division  of  our  light  flotilla  was 
anchored,  at  the  distance  of  joo  fathoms,  before  the  entrance 
of  the  port.  The  three  sections  of  the  division  were  placed 
close  to  each  other,  without  any  interval.  The  English  bomb 
vessels  began  the  fire,  which  was  returned  ; but  the  enemy 
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torily  forbidden,  lest  a fire,  casually  began,  in 
spite  of  every  precaution,  might  have  alarmed 

kept  at  a distance,  which  we  eitimated  at  1 900  fathom  from 
the  line  of  our  division. 

*•  The  English  fleet  attempted  several  times  to  advance ; 
our  soldiers  requested  leave  to  board  j and  three  battalions 
embarked  in  the  three  sections  of  the  division  ; the  other  di-  , 
visions  of  the  light  flotilla  were  in  port  ready  to  proceed  to  the 
assistance  of  the  van. 

“ Our  flotilla  kept  up  a well  supported  fire,  and  at  noon 
the  enemy  was  obliged  to  resume  his  first  position  without 
reach  of  our  cannon  ; he  however  continued  to  throw  bombs  ; 
the  number  of  those  thrown  in  the  course  of  the  day  amounted 
to  more  than  nine  hundred.  No  person  was  either  killed,  or 
wounded  by  them.  Two  gun-boats,  which  they  had  da- 
maged, were  immediately  put  in  a state  of  service. 

" Yesterday,  the  5th,  in  the  morning,  the  English  fleet  dis- 
appeared j Rear  Admiral  Latouche  could  have  done  more 
hart  to  the  enemy,  had  the  weather  been  calm. 

“ The  intention  of  the  English  Admiral  was  to  compel 
our  van  to  return  into  port ; he  did  not  accomplish  that ' 
object:  this  combat  took  place  in  sight  of  both  countries. 
It  is  the  first  of  the  kind  : the  historian  will  have  cause  to 
make  this  remark." 

French  Official  Account,  from  Rear-Admiral  Latouche , to 
the  Minister  of  Marine. 

'*  Citizen  Minister,  “ Boulogne,  Aug.  16. 

n I had  the  honour  to  inform  you,  by  my  dispatch  of  the 
1 7th  Thermidor,  of  the  battle  of  the  i6ch  (August  4),  in 
which  the  leading  division  of  the  fleet  of  small  vessels  under 
my  command,  of  itself  frustrated  all  the  efforts  of  the  English 
fleet,  and  kept  the  enemy  at  a sufficient  distance  from  Bou- 
logne, to  prevent  the  bombardment  of  the  port,  and  to  ward 
off  all  danger  from  the  other  divisions  of  the  fleet.  Admiral 
Nelson,  seeing  that  all  his  efforts  were  ineffectual,  disappeared 
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tTie  enemy  too  soon.  The  mode  of  attack;  anti 
the  different  events  which  took  place  during  its 

on  the  17th,  no  doubt  to  procure  reinforcements,  and  to  lay 
in  ammunition.  He  again  made  his  appearance  yesterday 
with  several  ships  of  the  line,  and  a great  number  of  frigates, 
brigs,  pinnaces,  gun  boats,  &c.  He  anchored  at  the  distance 
of  3000  toises  from  the  landing  division,  which  still  kept  it* 
original  position,  about  500  toises  from  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour. 1 had  augmented  it  by  one  section,  and  had  strength- 
ened it  by  the  addition  of  several  bomb  ships.  I could  easily 
perceive  in  the  evening,  that  the  enemy  meditated  an  attack, 
their  ships  being  surrounded  with  boats,  and  small  craft  of 
all  sizes;  i had  therefore  ordered  several  boats  to  keep 
yvatch,  that  I might  have  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  twtive,  one  of 
the  boats  discovered  the  enemy,  and  was  immediately  attack- 
ed. The  fire  opened  with  uncommon  briskness  on  both  sides ; 
the  bombs,  the  cannon,  and  the  musketry,  presented,  amid  the 
waves,  a spectacle  truly  grand  ; the  land  batteries  could  be  of 
no  assistance  to  us,  for  fear  of  firing  on  our  own  boats.  The 
enemy  had  embarked  from  two  to  three  thousand  men,  in 
pinnaces  and  boats.  Six  of  these  attacked  the  Etna  gun- 
boat, carrying  Captain  Peireux,  who  commanded  the  division, 
and  killed  two  English  sailors  with  his  own  hand.  Almost 
all  the  gun-boats  of  the  leading  division  were  at  the  same 
time  boarded  by  the  English  pinnaces ; but  these  every  where 
found  the  same  resistance ; every  where  they  were  repulsed. 
The  bravest  of  the  English  who  attempted  to  board,  were 
either  thrown  into  the  sea,  or  made  prisoners ; the  farthest 
off  gun-brig  on  our  right,  the  Vulcan,  was  attacked  again 
and  again,  but  always  repulsed  the  enemy.  The  gun-boat, 
the  Surprize,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Carran,  run  down 
four  of  the  enemy's  pinnaces,  and  took  a considerable  number. 
While  these  things  were  going  on  in  front,  a division  of  the 
enemy  attempted  to  get  between  us  and  the  shore : here,  as 
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continuance,  cannot  be  better  related  than  in  the 
official  jdetail  annexed  : it  will  prove  the  com- 
pletest  refutation  of  any  malicious  attempt,  to 
blame  his  lordship’s  want  of  a more  extended 
success,  or  his  merit  in  having  deserved  it,  if 
such,  owing  to  the  strange  depravity  of  the 
human  mind,  should  ever  start  up. 

Perhaps  the  true  principles  of  greatness  were 
never  so  manifestly  conspicuous  in  his  conduct,  as 
in  the  present  instance.  Mortified  and  chagrined 
as  he  must  have  been,  that  a victory,  the  most 
decisive  in  its  nature,  had  not  crowned  his  at- 
tempt, yet  he  sought  not  to  shelter  himself,  even 
from  his  own  reflection,by  resorting  in  the  smallest 
degree  to  the  customary,  though  truly  scandalous 
mode  of  inventing  blame,  and  attaching  it  to 
points  and  to  persons,  with  which  it  ought  by  no 

at  Algesiras,  the  English  were  the  dupes  of  this  manoeuvre. 
Our  boats  accompanied  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  with  a heavy 
cannonade,  which  did  not  cease  till  four  in  the  morning,  when 
the  English  had  got  beyond  gun  shot.  Of  the  enemy’s  boats, 
eight  were  run  down,  and  four  were  taken  : I must  be  within 
bounds,  when  I state  their  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  pri- 
soners, at  four  or  five  hundred  men.  Every  moment  the  dead 
bodies  of  the  English  are  cast  upon  the  beach ; the  battalions 
of  the  46th,  57th,  and  108th,  embarked  in  the  leading  divi- 
sion, covered  themselves  with  glory.  I shall  not  fail  to  tend 
you  the  names  of  those  brave  fellows,  who  deserve  to  be  par- 
ticularly distinguished  by  the  Chief  Consul.  On  our  side  we 
had  ten  men  killed,  and  thirty  wounded." 
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means  to  be  connected.  His  lordship  paid  the  sin- 
cerest  tribute  to  all  engaged  under  his  orders  ; he 
stated  the  most  satisfactory  reasons,  in  full  ex- 
culpation of  those,  whom  fortune  and  natural 
impediments  prevented  from  joining  in  the 
attack  ; and  he  candidly  recounted  the  causes 
which  ppposed  his  triumph : one  of  them  was 
extremely  singular,  and  to  a generous,  a spi- 
rited foe,  must  have  proved  as  fully  mortifying, 
as  the  most  perfect  defeat  could  have  done.  On 
the  1 8th,  his  lordship  seizing  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity in  his  power,  to  quiet  the  harrassed  feelings 
of  those  he  so  ardently  expected  to  have  led  to 
unqualified  victory,  issued  the  following  general 
orders,  than  which,  it  was  impossible,  perhaps,  to 
contrive  any,  that  would  have  more  effectually 
contributed  to  the  desired  purpose. 

“ Medusa,  Downs,  August  18. 

“ Vice-Admiral  Lord  Nelson  has  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  sending  to  the  captains,  officers, 
and  men  under  his  command,  that  were  employed 
in  the  late  attempt  on  the  enemy’s  flotilla  off  Bou- 
logne, an  extract  of  a letter  which  he  has  received 
from  the  first  lord  of  the  admiralty  ; not  only 
approving  of  their  zeal  and  persevering  courage, 
but  bestowing  the  highest  praise  on  them.  The 
vice-admiral  begs  to  assure  them,  that  the  enemy 
will  not  have  long  reason  to  boast  of  their  secu- 
rity ; for  he  trusts,  ere  long,  to  assist  them  in 
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person,  in  a way  which  will  completely  annihilate 
the  whole  of  them.  Lord  Nelson  is  convinced, 
that  if  it  had  been  possible  for  men  to  have 
brought  the  enemy’s  flotilla  out,  the  men  that 
were  employed  to  do  so,  would  have  accom- 
plished it.  The  moment  the  enemy  have  the 
audacity  to  cast  oft'  the  chains  which  fix  their 
vessels  to  the  ground,  that  moment.  Lord  Nelson 
is  well  persuaded,  they  will  be  conducted  by  his 
brave  followers  to  a British  port,  or  sent  to  the 
bottom. 

(Signed)  “ Nelson  and  Bronte.” 
While  his  lordship,  on  his  part,  was  using 
every  possible  means  in  his  power,  to  sooth  the 
feelings  of  others ; to  the  high  praise  of  the 
admiralty  board,  be  it  added,  that  it  was  no  less 
solicitous  to  afford  the  same  species  of  conso- 
lation to  him  ; and  the  first  lord,  forgetting  the 
natural  severity  of  his  situation,  and  the  customary 
coolness,  too  often,  very  injuriously  shown  to  the 
most  gallant  men,  where  the  success  has  sunk 
below  the  expectation  which  attended  the  enter- 
prise, is  said  to  have  written  his  lordship  the 
annexed  letter  j a letter,  which  we  consider  as 
bearing  sufficient  testimonies  within  itself  of 
its  being  authentic,  to  authorize  our  saying 
we  believe  it  to  be  so. 

Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  St.  Vincent 
to  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  K.  B.,  dated  the 
1 7th  instant. 
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**  It  is  not  given  us  to  command  success.— 
Y our  lordship,  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men 
under  your  orders,  certainly  deserve  it ; and  I 
cannot  sufficiently  express  my  admiration' of  the 
zeal  and  persevering  courage  with  which  this 
gallant  enterprize  was  followed  up,  lamenting 
most  sincerely  the  loss  sustained  in  it.  The 
manner  in  which  the  enemy’s  flotilla  was  fastened 
to  the  ground,  could  not  have  been  foreseen. 
The  highest  praise  is  due  to  your  lordship,  and 
all  under  your  command,  who  were  actors  in  this 
gallant  attempt.” 

The  toil  and  dangers  attendant  on  the  encoun- 
ter itself  being  concluded,  his  Lordship’s  atten- 
tion became,  as  it  were,  naturally,  directed  to  the 
care  of  those,  who  had  received  wounds  while 
fighting  under  his  orders.  Almost  immediately 
on  his  arrival  at  Deal,  nay,  the  very  first  occupa- 
tion in  which  he  was  engaged,  was  that  of  visiting 
the  hospital ; and  it  is  needless  to  add,  that  this 
kind  and  cordial  proof  of  affection,  not  only 
afforded  the  brave  sufferers  the  most  sensible  con- 
solation and  pleasure,  but  that  his  all-penetrating 
eye,  scrutinizing  every  inconvenience  under  which 
they  laboured,  enabled  him,  where  circumstances 
would  permit,  to  apply  the  best  palliatives,  and 
remedies  towards  them.  Several  anecdotes  are  re- 
related  of  his  conduct  on  this  occasion ; one  of  them 
in  particular  merits  attention.  On  inquiring  of  one 
man  whom  he  recollected,  what  his  ailment  was, 
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he  learnt  that  he  had  lost  an  arm ; Lord  Nelson  told 
him  never  to  mind  that,  for  that  he  himself  had 
lost  one  also,  and  perhaps  should  shortly  lose  a leg } 
but  that  they  could  never  be  lost  in  a better  cause, 
than  in  the  defence  of  their  country.  This  had  a 
wonderful  effect  on  the  seamen  j several  of  them 
exclaimed,  that  they  only  regretted  their  wounds, 
as  they  prevented  them  accompanying  him  in 
another  attack  on  their  enemies.  In  fine,  he 
treated  each  individual  with  all  the  affable 
attention  he  could  have  done,  had  he  been  his 
intimate  friend,  or  his  relative.  After  inquiring 
into  their  several  cases,  left  them,  with  the  most 
cordial  expressions  of  his  wishes  and  confidence, 
that  he  should  soon  bring  them  good  news,  and 
find  their  health  perfectly  re-established. 

The  preceding  instances,  and  display  of  a truly 
noble  and  generous  mind,  were  by  no  means  new 
in  his  lordship ; as  will  appear  by  the  annexed 
anecdotes  relative  to  him,  which  are  reported  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  preceding  year.  During 
his  lordship’s  visit  at  Salisbury,  in  the  month  of 
December  1 800,  he  discovered  a sailor  among  the 
crowd,  before  the  council  house  in  that  city,  who 
proved  to  have  been  one  of  the  persons  who  had 
fought  under  the  orders  of  his  Lordship,  at  the 
battle  off  Aboukir : the  recollection  of  a man,  who 
had  hazarded  his  life  in  company  with  himself, 
and  had  contributed  thereby  to  the  service  and 
the  glory  of  his  country,  connected  with  the  idea  of 
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his  having  been  one  among  the  humble  in- 
struments of  his  own  exaltation,  affected  him 
extremely ; he  called  to  him,  and  after  most 
warmly  expressing  the  satisfaction  he  should 
always  feel,  on  meeting  any  person  who  had  borne 
an  active  part  in  the  transactions  of  that  proud 
day,  made  him  an  handsome  present,  to  which  be 
added  the  most  hearty  wish,  for  his  future  welfare 
and  prosperity.  Another  man  afterwards  pre- 
sented himself,  who  had  experienced  at  the  Hel- 
der  Point,  a similar  misfortune  of  the  loss  of  an 
arm,  to  that  which  had  befallen  his  Lordship  off 
Teneriffe : no  thought  attached  to  the  distinction 
of  rank,  appeared  ever  to  have  taken  possession 
of  this  brave  man’s  mind  $ he  found  himself  as  to 
bodily  injury,  in  a similar  predicament  with  the 
poor  individual  he  then  beheld  j his  sympathy  was 
awakened ; and  the  only  difference  in  their  con- 
dition his  benevolence  allowed  him  to  recollect, 
was  that,  of  his  own  better  fortune  j a proof  of 
which  his  fellow  sufferer  immediately  experienced, 
by  the  liberal  token  he  gave  him  of  his  generous 
compassion  for  his  misfortunes.  The  third  anec- 
dote is,  if  possible,  much  more  interesting  than 
either  of  the  preceding : it  is  a feet,  though  cer- 
tainly a very  singular  one,  that  he  should  next 
discover,  amidst  the  huzzaing  multitude,  a person 
who  had  attended  him  at  the  time  he  lost  his 
arm,  and  had  assisted  at  the  amputation : the 
noble  Admiral  beckoned  him  up  the  stairs  of  the 
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council  house,  and  meeting  him  as  he  approached 
the  room,  took  him  by  the  hand  with  a present 
in  his  own,  with  looks  expressive  of  the  remem- 
brance for  the  tender  services  he  had  experienced 
from  him,  on  that  melancholy  occasion : as  the 
man  withdrew,  he  took  from  his  bosom  a piece 
of  lace  which  he  had  torn  from  the  sleeve  of  the 
amputated  arm,  declaring  he  would  preserve  it  to 
his  last  breath,  in  memory  of  his  late  gallant  com- 
mander, whom  he  should  always  deem  it  the 
honour  of  his  life^  to  have  served.  Lord  Nelson 
bade  him  farewell,  with  an  emotion  which  no 
effort  could  stifle. 

In  consequence  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace, 
which  were  signed  presently  afterwards,  the 
important  services  of  his  Lordship  during  the 
current  war,  were  closed  by  the  attack  on  Bou- 
logne. While  he  was  engaged  in  it,  the  following 
notification,  as  to  the  extension  of  his  Barony, 
appeared  in  the  London  Gazette,  dated  August 
the  ist:  “ Right  Honourable  Horatio  Lord  Vis- 
count Nelson,  K.B.,  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue, 
Duke  of  Bronte,  in  Sicily,  Knight  of  the  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  of  Meritt 
and  of  the  Imperial  Order  of  the  Crescent,  created 
a Baron  of  the  united  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  by  the  name,  style,  and  title,  of 
Baron  Nelson  of  the  Nile,  and  of  Hilborough  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk,  with  remainder  to  the 
heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten ; and  hi 
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default  of  such  issue,  to  Edmund  Nelson,  Clerk> 
Rector  of  Burnham  Thorpe,  in  the  said  county  of 
Norfolk,' Father  of  the  said  Horatio  Viscount 
Nelson,  and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten,  and  to  the  heirs  male  lawfully  begotten, 
and  to  be  begotten,  severally  and  successively,  of 
Susannah,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Bolton,  Esq.,  and  . 
sister  of  the  said  Horatio  Viscount  Nelson } and 
in  default  of  such  issue,  to  the  heirs  male  of 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  George  Matcham,  Esq., 
another  sister  of  the  said  Viscount  Nelson.? 
The  preceding  was  followed  by  a second  notifi- 
cation on  the  1 2th  of  the  ensuing  month,  which 
stated,  that  Lord  Viscount  Nelson  had  been  per- 
mitted, by  his  Majesty’s  warrant  dated  January 
7th,  1801,  to  adopt  for  himself  and  heirs,  the 
title  of  Duke  of  Bronte,  with  the  fief  of  the 
Dutchy  annexed  thereto ; and  also  to  receive  the 
Great  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand  and  of 
Merit,  all  conferred  on  him  by  Ferdinand  the  4th, 
King  of  the  two  Sicilies.” 

* Such  is  the  interesting  catalogue  of  the  impor- 
tant services  rendered  by  his  Lordship  to  his 
country,  during  one  of  the  most  bloody  wars  in 
which  England  had  been  engaged,  for  the  space 
of  centuries  In  respect  to  the  length  of  its  dura- 
tion, it  had  rarely  been  exceeded  ■,  in  the  impor- 
tance of  its  object,  never  ; the  principles  on  which 
it  had  began,  became  changed  indeed,  during  the 
eontinuance  of  it,  but  were  in  no  degree  less 
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horrible  than  they  had  been  in  its  commence, 
ment.  The  preservation  of  the  internal  tran- 
quillity of  France,  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbon 
family  to  their  just  rights  and  functions,  and  the 
arrangement  of  an  established  form  of  govern- 
ment, framed  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  provided  that  arrangement  did  not  inter- 
fere with  the  peace  and  domestic  safety  of  every 
other  state  and  government  in  Europe,  were  the 
motives  which  first  induced  Britain  to  draw  the 
sword  of  war. 

These  motives  however  were  soon  put  an  end 
to,  by  the  fury  of  the  savage  banditti  who  had 
usurped  the  French  government  Not  content 
with  the  annihilation  of  order  throughout  the 
extensive  dominions  of  that  country,  once  called 
France,  they  boldly  avowed,  they  menaced  their 
intention  and  determination,  of  carrying  the  same 
infernal  purpose  into  effect,  through  every  coun- 
try that  presumed  to  oppose  them.  The  war 
ceased  to  be  conducted  according  to  those  regu- 
lations, which  had  ever  been  considered  as  invio- 
lable laws,  in  all  contests  between  Christian  and 
civilized  nations;  and  Britain  found,  with  the 
sincerest  sorrow,  that  if  she  wished  to  place  her- 
self on  an  exact  and  equal  footing  with  her 
opponent,  she  must  totally  divest  herself  of  her 
humanity,  and  call  forth  her  druids  from  their 
graves,  to  attend  her  armies,  as  they  were  wont  to 
do  in  the  days  of  barbarism,  that  they  might 
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commence  their  dreadful  and  sanguinary  sacri- 
fices to  the  god  of  battle,  by  the  immolation  of  all 
those  unfortunate  persons  whom  the  chance  of  war 
threw  into  their  hands. 

The  ravages  of  the  horde  spread  like  a pes- 
tilence, no  country  where  they  were  once  able 
to  obtain  a footing,  could  withstand  them ; 
where  force  failed,  corruption  succeeded  ; so  that 
in  a few  years  Britain  had  the  dreadful  mortifica- 
tion of  beholding  the  whole  of  those  states,  which 
were  strongly  allied  to  her  at  the  commencement 
of  the  dispute,  either  leagued  in  arms  against  her, 
or  compelled  to  submit  toan  ignominiousquietude. 
She  herself  stood  alone,  great,  and  unappalled  ; 
nor  will  either  the  present,  or  any  future  age  ven- 
ture to  deny,  that  among  the  first  causes  that 
created  her  greatness,  and  removed  her  fears, 
was  the  conduct  of  Horatio  Nelson. 

When  Spain,  cajoled  by  the  promises,  or  ter- 
rified by  the  threats  of  that  self-constituted  body 
of  tyrants,  called  the  French  Directory,  deserted 
the  honest  cause  in  which  she  had  been  engaged, 
her  energies  were  paralyzed  on  the  instant  of  their 
first  exertion ; she  fell,  as  if  awed  by  the  interven- 
tion of  some  preternatural  power,  and  shrinking 
within  herself,  made  no  efforts  whatever  to 
remedy  the  disaster,  or  palliate  the  disgrace, 
which  she  had  sustained  in  the  encounter  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent’s.  To  whom  could  she  attribute 
this  disaster,  this  humiliation,  and  this  disgrace  ? 
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It  was  imputable  to^nly  one  cause ; and  it  would 
be  an  insult  to  the  understanding  of  the  world  to 
prescribe  the  answer:  “ At  eighteen  minutes 
before  one,*’  says  the  journal  of  the  Captain, 
“ that  ship  having  passed  on  the  starboard  tack 
the  last  of  the  enemy’s  line  of  nineteen  sail,  which 
were  on  the  larboard  tack,  the  Spanish  admiral, 
in  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  bore  up,  evidently 
with  a design  to  join  a division  of  his  fleet  of 
eight  sail  of  the  line,  which  were  on  the  Cap- 
tain’s bow ; on  which  the  commodore  ordered 
the  ship  to  be  wore : when  passing  between  the 
Diadem  and  the  Excellent,  she  was  immediately 
engaged  by  the  Santissima  Trinidada,  a four- 
decked ship,  and  two  other  three  deckers,  and 
several  two  deckers ; so  that,  at  one  time,  we 
were  engaged  by  nine  line  of  battle  ships,  in 
which  we  were  most  nobly  supported  by  Captain 
Troubridge,  of  the  Culloden  : the  Spanish  admi- 
ral desisted  from  his  attempt  of  joining  his  other 
division,  and  hauled  to  the  wind  on  the  larboard 
tack.”  Although  the  journal  has  been  already 
given  at  full  length,  yet  the  repetition  of  the  pre- 
ceding extract  will  not  perhaps  be  considered  as 
a redundancy,  as  it  tends  so  effectually  to  explain 
the  circumstance,  on  which  the  event  of  the  battle 
turned.  It  will  be  seen  also,  on  referring  to  the 
short  minute,  written  by  Lord  Nelson  himself,  of 
the  same  transaction,  with  what  peculiar  modest}' 
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he  passes  over  an  occurrence  SP  highly  honourable 
to  himself,  and  displaying  the  utmost  splendour  of 
his  character,  attributes  his  success  as  almost 
entirely  proceeding  from  the  conduct  of  others ; 
in  justice  to  whom  it  must  be  owned,  that  as  the 
example  of  their  leader  seemed  calculated  to 
inspire  them  with  -every  proper  confidence  in 
their  own  strength,  so  did  they  manifest  to  their 
antagonists,  and  to  the  world,  that  their  magnani- 
mity appeared  to  rise  to  an  unusual  and  unpre- 
cedented height,  as  a counterbalance  to  those 
fearful  odds,  to  which  they  were  opposed. 

His  Lordship’s  conduct  in  the  action  just 
referred  to,  incontrovertibly  evinces  the  strongest 
and  most  active  comprehension  of  mind,  together 
with  a quickness  of  ability  in  nautical  manoeu- 
vres, which  certainly  had  never  been  exceeded  on 
any  preceding  occasion  whatever.  The  delay,  the 
hesitation  of  a moment,  would  have  placed  vic- 
tory beyond  his  reach  ; and  although  by  the  act 
itself,  he  incurred  a most  heavy  and  serious 
responsibility,  a responsibility  which,  had  his 
measures  failed  of  success,  might  have  materially 
affected  himself ; he  nevertheless  seized  with 
avidity,  what  he  considered  the  glorious  oppor- 
tunity, and  led  his  brave  companions  to  conquest, 
without  coldly  conforming  to  the  antient  code  of 
discipline,  and  waiting  for  orders,  when  fortune 
offered  him  an  opportunity  of  confounding  the 
plans  invented  by  the  enemies  to  his  country. 
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The  battle  of  Aboukir  placed  his  Lordship’s 
nautical  conduct  and  abilities,  in  a new  point  of 
view.  He  there  became  the  cool  and  deliberate 
commander  in  chief ; weighing  his  future  plans 
with  the  utmost  care  and  circumspection  j pro- 
viding for  every  difficulty  that  his  sagacity  and  all 
penetrating  mind  could  foresee.  He  arranged  dif- 
ferent modes  of  attack,  for  every  different  situation 
in  which  the  enemy  might  be  met  with  ; so  that 
it  would  be  no  empty  vaunt  to  say,  that  however 
the  mortified  pride  of  France,  may  attempt  to 
cover  her  disgrace  by  imputing  it  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  their  fleet  having  been  surprised  at  anchor: 
flimsy  as  the  pretended  apology  is,  it  avails  them 
nothing.  It  appears  on  the  most  undeniable 
testimony,  that  whether  they  had  been  discovered 
at  sea,  or  in  port,  at  anchor,  or  under  sail,  en- 
cumbered with  a convoy  of  transports,  or  freed 
from  any  impediment  whatever  to  their  best 
exertions,  still  was  his  lordship  equally  well  pro- 
vided against  every  case,  which  could  possibly 
occur;  and  arguing  from  what  we  know,  it  would 
almost  be  a libel  on  his  character,  to  doubt,  that 
in  every  case  he  would  have  been  equally  suc- 
cessful. 

If,  on  the  former  occasion,  victory  produced 
the  effect  of  rendering  the  Spanish  navy  an  inac- 
tive spectator  of  the  war,  its  influence  on  the  pre- 
sent, was  equally  advantageous  and  serviceable  to 
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Britain.  The  motley  horde,  denominated  the 
army  of  France,  had  subdued  Italy,  overran  a 
considerable  part  of  the  continent  of  Eutope,  and 
had  either  conquered,  or  neutralized,  almost  every 
state,  and  government  which  it  contained.  The 
voracious  appetite  of  conquest  was  not  even  yet 
sufficiently  glutted;  India,  and  in  particular  the 
possessions  of  Britain  in  that  quarter,  appeared  to 
hold  forth  a mine  of  wealth,  equal  in  its  actual 
and  accruing  value,  to  the  aggregate  plunder 
which  France  had  till  that  time  carried  off  from 
all  the  other  countries  she  had  attacked,  and  sub- 
jugated, or  had  extorted  as  the  price  of  a meanly 
purchased,  temporary  quietude.  Those  who  had 
assumed  the  government  of  France  had  the 
audacity  to  declare,  that  the  fate  of  India  was 
irrevocably  fixed  ; that  the  possession  of  its  trea- 
sures was  decreed  to  France  ; with  a myriad  of 
other  expressions,  bearing  the  same  tendency,  too 
weak,  too  ridiculous  for  repetition.  Such  indeed 
were  the  hopes  and  expectations  perhaps  of  that 
country,  and  its  governors,  and  the  effect  of  those 
hopes  and  expectations  being  realized,  would 
have  been  so  dreadful,  that  the  contemplative 
politician  shudders  almost  at  the  recollection  of  an 
event,  so  important ; an  event  which,  in  all  human 
probability,  depended  on  the  termination-  of  the 
battle  off  Aboukir. 

The  modern  Kouli  Khan  felt  his  progress 
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arrested  ; he  found  himself  deceived  in  the 
romantic  idea  he  attempted  to  promulge,  that  he 
bore  in  his  hand  the  destinies  of  the  world  ; when 
his  army  ceased  to  be  stationary,  it  was  defeated, 
and  his  own  ridiculous  and  frantic  folly  increased 
its  disasters.  Europe  considered  the  spell  as  bro- 
ken ; nations  now  no  longer  deemed  the  power 
of  France  invincible  ; many  of  them  flew  to  arms, 
for  the  recovery  of  their  rights,  and,  aided  by 
Britain,  freed  themselves  from  the  yoke  of  ty- 
ranny and  oppression. 

The  next  action,  the  attack  on  Copenhagen, 
again  varied,  in  the  circumstances  that  attended 
it,  from  either  of  the  preceding,  and  required  a 
distinct  line  of  abilities,  to  render  it  in  any  degree 
successful ; for  though  various  naval  attacks  on 
preceding  occasions,  and  in  former  wars,  had 
been  made  on  towns  and  fortresses,  and  had 
proved  fortunate  in  their  conclusion,  yet  none  of 
them  were  attended  with  the  same  disadvantage* 
as  the  present : the  Danes  themselves  were  so 
well  satisfied  of  the  impregnability  of  their  posi- 
tion, that  they  considered  the  arrival  of  the  British 
fleet,  rather  as  a vain  attempt  to  intimidate  them, 
than  as  one  seriously  intended  for  their  chastise- 
ment. The  success  frequently  obtained  by  ships 
when  opposed  to  fortresses,  has  been  attributed, 
with  the  strictest  truth,  to  the  great  superiority  of 
fire,  which  the  former  are  always  capable  of 
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maintaining  against  the  defences  of  a fortification. 

To  be  explicit.thiity-seven  guns, being  the  num- 
ber contained  in  the  broadside  of  a battering  ship 
of  a medium  class,  are  probably  opposed  to  four, 
or  at  most  six  which  the  fortress  itself  is  capable 
of  bringing  to  bear  on  her:  in  the  attack  of  Copen- 
hagen, however,  no  such  superiority  existed  ; her 
ships  had  all  the  force  of  batteries,  for  they  were 
purposely  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and  rendered 
superior  to  their  assailants,  by  every  artificial  aid 
scientific  ingenuity  could  contrive ; the  number 
of  guns  mounted  on  board  them,  equalled  as  near 
as  possible  those  in  the  British  fleet  •,  added  to 
which,  they  derived  the  most  important  support 
from  the  Trekroner,  or  crown  batteries,  on  which, 
were  mounted  eighty-eight  pieces  of  heavy  can- 
non. These  obstacles  all  gave  way  before  the 
assiduity,  and  spirit  of  Lord  Nelson  ; and  it  were 
difficult  perhaps  to  decide,  in  which  particular 
his  transcendant  merit  appeared  most  conspicuous; 
whether  in  his  care  and  attention  to  the  discovery 
of  the  proper  track,  or  course  which  it  was  ne- 
cessary his  squadron  should  take  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  contest,  his  firmness  as  an 
hero  during  the  continuance  of  it,  or  his  abilities 
as  a statesman,  after  its  conclusion.  Taken  to- 
gether, they  certainly  effected  a service  to  the 
nation,  which  perhaps  has  never  been  equalled ; 
beyond  all  possibility  of  dispute,  or  cavil,  never 
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exceeded.  The  effects  of  the  former  victories 
have  been  already  stated  ; those  produced  by  the 
present,  were  not  less  important. 

The  visionary  conqueror  of  India,  foreseeing  the 
ultimate,  and  perhaps  not  far  distant  termination 
to  his  Egyptian  expedition,  returned  once  more  to 
. renew  the  scene  of  blood,  of  corruption,  and  every 
base  act  of  political  chicane,  on  the  political  theatre 
of  Europe.  What  effect,  or  rather  what  was  the 
extent  of  the  effect,  which  the  secret  machinations 
of  his  diabolical  emissaries,  and  himjelf,  produced, 
in  giving  birth  to  the  northern  confederacy,  and 
fostering  it,  till  it  arrived  at  mischievous  matu- 
rity, it  is  impossible  to  say,  with  any  thing  like 
precision  ; unless  the  perfect  history  of  those 
intrigues  were  fairly  to  be  developed,  and  made 
known  to  the  world.  Britain  felt  the  influence, 
andknew  the  source  from  whence  it  sprang,  though 
the  eye  was  unable  to  trace  the  channel  through 
which  it  passed.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
however  warily  this  plan  of  humiliation  and 
destruction  might  be  laid,  the  genius  of  Nel- 
son appeared  as  selected  by  Providence,  not 
to  circumvent  and  oppose,  but  to  overwhelm  it. 
Thus,  for  the  third  time,  did  the  Supreme  Dis- 
poser of  all  human  events,  place  the  preservation  of 
England  within  his  reach;  and  thus,  for  the  third 
time,  did  he  nobly  perform  the  trust  reposed  in 
him. 
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Fortunate  as  the  exertions  of  his  lordship 
proved  on  all  occasions  to  his  country,  there  are 
few  persons  who  have  been  less  subject  to  dis- 
aster than  himself.  To  recapitulate  the  number, 
and  the  nature  of  the  wounds  which  he  received, 
would  be  truly  afflicting  to  humanity  itself.  Were 
not  the  facts  incontrovertible,  future  ages  would 
scarcely  credit  the  fatigues  he  underwent,  the 
frequent  indispositions  induced  by  a constitution, 
naturally  of  a most  delicate  texture,  which  he 
bore  with  patience,  and  the  bodily  injuries  re- 
ceived h)  the  exercise  of  his  profession,  which  he 
had  survived.  He  appeared,  if  the  expression  be 
allowed,  to  be  all  soul ; and  that  soul,  to  be  un- 
shakeably  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  God,  and 
of  his  country. 

The  honours  that  were  conferred  on  him,  were, 
it  must  be  confessed,  numerous } they  exceeded 
far  perhaps  his  own  wishes,  and  expectations,  but 
not  his  merits : they  were  such,  however,  as  the 
usage  of  his  country  warranted;  and  had  they  been 
less,  his  lordship  would  have  accepted  them 
with  grateful  content.  That  they  were  not  in- 
finitely superior,  was  his  misfortune,  and  not 
the  crime  of  those,  who  directed  toward  him 
the  favour  of  his  sovereign.  To  have  exceed- 
ed those  limits,  which  the  long  established 
usage  in  bestowing  honours  had  erected  into  a 
law,  would  have  constituted  a precedent  highly* 
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censurable,  and  from  which,  the  honour  of  the 
noble  pe.son  himself,  feeling  itself  insulted 
and  disgraced,  would  have  turned  with  indig- 
nation. 

The  fact  was,  that  at  an  age,  when  many  men, 
and  of  excellent  characters  too,  had  risen  to  no 
public  and  pre-eminent  command.  Commodore 
Nelson  had,  by  a continued  series  of  the  most 
brilliant  actions,  raised  himself  as  a child  of  the 
highest  expectation,  and  was  most  deservedly  in- 
vested with  the  command  of  a squadron.  In  this 
capacity,  he  surpassed  the  highest  expectations 
that  had  been  formed  of  him,  and  the  power  of 
Spain  shrunk  beneath  his  grasp.  Great  as  the 
service  was,  and  superior  as  would  have  been 
his  reward,  had  his  rank  in  the  naval  service,  and 
the  station  he  then  held,  permitted  it,  the  inten- 
tions of  those,  who  would  willingly  have  confer- 
red on  him  the  highest  honours,  reluctantly  felt 
those  intentions  thwarted  and  cramped,  by  what 
is  quaintly  termed  the  etiquette  of  the  service. 

He  became  a flag  officer ; he  was  selected  to 
command  an  expedition,  on  the  success  of  which 
the  fate  of  Europe  depended;  he  overtook  the 
armament  of  the  enemy,  and  he  atchieved  a vic- 
tory, which,  in  respect  to  extent,  had  never  been 
equalled.  He  was  honoured  With  a peerage : on 
this  occasion,  for  the  second  time,  was  the  muni- 
ficence and  liberality  of  his  prince  cramped  by 
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custom.  Notwithstanding  he  was  a flag  officer, 
he  was  one  of  the  youngest  class,  he  commanded  a 
detachment  only,  and,  consequently,  acted  in  a su- 
bordinate capacity.  Under  those  circumstances, 
there  was  no  precedent  for  bestowing  on  him  a su- 
perior rank.  At  Copenhagen,  the  same  cause,  for  a 
third  time,  produced  the  same  effect;  and  he  was 
raised  from  the  rank  of  baron  to  that  of  viscount 
only.  Thus  it  was,  that  with  the  most  perfectly 
acknowledged  claim  to  the  highest  honours,  for 
the  excellent  service  which  he  had  rendered,  in 
the  first,  and  every  other  of  the  instances  just 
related,  he  did  not,  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of 
his  situation,  live  to  attain  that  honour,  which 
had  been  bestowed,  we  will  not  say  undeservedly, 
on  the  man,  who,  at  the  head  of  ninety-nine  ships 
of  the  line,  wa&  represented  as  the  saviour  ot 
England,  because  he  had  defeated  that  of  France, 
which  consisted  of  forty-four  only* 

The  cessation  of  hostilities,  the  only  event, 
perhaps,  that  could  have  caused  his  lordship’s 
quitting  the  line  of  active  service,  afforded  him 
the  means  of  renovating  a constitution  shattered 
and  enervated  by  the  long,  and  very  laborious 

• The  combined  fleet  of  England  and  Holland,  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Russel,  at  the  battle  off  la  Hogue,  con- 
sisted of  ninety-nine  ships,  all  of  them  of  two,  or  three  decks, 
and  considered  of  the  line. 
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occupations  in  which  he  had  been  engaged.  In 
peace,  however,  he  by  no  means  sunk,  into  ob- 
scurity. In  civil  life  he  constantly  displayed  all 
those  virtues  and  qualifications,  which  refider  the 
private  man  honourable,  and  the  honourable  man 
great.  To  the  courtesy  natural  to  an  equal,  he 
added  an  affability,  conjoined  with  the  dignified 
demeanour  of  a prince.  Thus  did  he  render 
himself  beloved,  admired,  respected,  and  adored 
by  all  parties,  and  by  all  ranks  and  conditions  of 
men.  In  his  retirement  at  Merton,  he  displayed 
the  genuine  character  of  an  old  English  baron  ; for 
benevolence  and  hospitality  marked  every  action 
of  his  life ; and  without  possessing  the  revenue  of 
a prince,  he  exhibited,  so  far  as  his  means  per- 
mitted, the  munificence  of  one.  Here  it  was,  as 
has  been  justly  remarked,  that  his  unaffected 
philanthropy  first  found  an  opportunity  of  render- 
ing him  intimately  known  to  those,  who  hefore 
knew  of  his  virtues,  only  by  report  As  a senator, 
he  constantly  manifested  the  integrity,  and  the 
firmness  of  an  honest  upright  legislator.  When 
he  spoke,  he  delivered  himself  in  the  most  dig- 
nified terms  ; tnd  if  he  thought  he  discovered  any 
thing  injurious,  or  reprehensible  in  a measure,  he 
made  it  his  constant  rule  to  state  decidedly  his 
objections,  without  suffering  his  mind  to  receive 
the  smallest  bias  from  the  opinion  even  of  men 
who,  on  every  other  occasion,  he  thought  most 
highly  of.  He,  afforded  the  world  a strong  and 
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singular  proof  of  his  strict  candour  in  this  respect, 
during  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  house  of 
lords  on  the  aist  of  December,  1802,  on  the  bill 
for  the  ‘appointment  of  a commission  to  inquire 
into  abuses,  committed  by  certain  boards  emr 
ployed  in  the  naval  department  of  public  service, 
and  by  prize  agents.  It  would  have  been  an  act 
of  injustice  to  the  character  of  his  lordship,  had 
not  the  speech  made  by  him  on  that  memorable 
occasion  never  been  recorded ; and  it  wouldnow  be 
one,  were  it  omitted  *.  The  subject  of  debate  his 

* “ My  Lords,  In  the  absence  of  my  noble  friend,  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  admiralty,  I think  it  my  duty  to  say  a few 
words  to  your  lordships,  in  regard  to  a bill,  of  which  the  ob- 
jects have  an  express  reference  to  the  interefts  of  my  profes. 
sion,  as  a seaman.  It  undoubtedly  originates  in  the  feeling 
of  the  admiralty,  that  they  have  not  the  power  to  remedy 
certain  abuses,  which  they  perceive  to  be  most  injurious  to 
the  public  service.  Every  man  knows  that  there  are  such 
abuses;  and  I hope  there  is  none  among  us,  who  would  not  glad- 
ly do  all  that  could  be  constitutionally  effected  to  correct  them. 
Yet,  if  I had  heard  of  any  objection  of  weight  urged  against 
the  measure  in  the  present  bill,  I should  certainly  have  hesi- 
tated to  do  aught  to  promote  its  progress  through  the  forms 
of  this  house.  But  I can  recollect  but  one  thing  with  which 
i have  been  struck,  as  possibly  exceptionable  in  its  tenet.  It 
authorizes  the  commissioners  to  call  for,  and  inspect  the  books 
of  merchants,  who  may  have  had  transactions  of  business  with 
any  of  the  boards,  or  prize  agents,  into  whose  conduct  they 
are  to  inquire.  But  the  credit  of  the  British  merchant  is  the 
support  of  the  commerce  of  the  world;  his  books  are  not 
lightly,  nor  for  any  ordinary  purpose,  to  be  taken  out  of  hig 
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lordship  was  extremely  conversant  with  jhe  knew, 
perhaps,  from  his  own  personal  experience,  the 

own  hands.  The  secrets  of  his  bnsiness  are  not  to  be  too  cu- 
riously pryed  into.  The  books  of  a single  merchant  may 
betray  the  secrets,  not  only  of  his  own  affairs,  bat  of  those 
with  whom  he  is  principally  connected  in  business ; and  the 
reciprocal  confidence  of  the  whole  commercial  world  may, 
by  the  authoritative  inquiry  of  these  commissioners,  be  shaken  ; 
all  this,  at  least,  I should  have  feared  as  liable  to  happen,  if 
the  persons  who  are  named  in  the  bill  had  not  been  men 
whose  characters  areabove  all  suspicion  of  indiscretion,  or  ma- 
lice. I may  presume  it  to  be  the  common  conviction  of  the 
merchants,  that  in  such  hands  they  will  be  safe : since  they 
have  made  no  opposition  to  the  bill  in  its  progress  : and  since 
they  have  offered  no  appearance  against  it  by  counsel,  at 
your  lordships’  bar.  And  truly,  my  lords,  if  the  bill  be  thus 
superior  to  all  objection,  I can  affirm,  that  the  necellities,  the 
wrongs,  of  those  who  are  employed  in  the  naval  service  of 
their  country,  most  loudly  call  for  the  redress  which  it  pro- 
poses. From  the  highest  admiral  in  the  service,  to  the  poor- 
est cabin  boy  that  walks  the  street,  there  is  not  a man  but 
may  be  in  distress,  with  large  sums  of  wages  due  to  bim,  of 
which  he  shall,  by  no  diligence  of  request,  be  able  to  obtain 
payment ; not  a man,  whose  entreaties  will  be  readily  answered 
with  aught  but  insults,  at  the  proper  places  for  bis  spplica- 
tion,  if  he  come  not  with  particular  recommendations  to  a 
preference.  From  the  highest  admiral  to  the  meanest  sea- 
man, whatever  the  sums  of  prize  money  due  to  him,  no  man 
can  tell  when  he  may  securely  call  any  part  of  it  his  own. 
A man  may  have  40,0001.  due  to  him  in  prize-money,  and 
yet  may  be  dismissed  without  a shilling,  if  he  ask  for  it  at  the 
proper  office,  without  particular  recommendation.  Are  these 
things  to  be  tolerated  ? Is  it  for  the  interest,  is  it  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  country,  that  they  should  not  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible be  redfesaed  ? I should  be  as  unwilling  as  any  man  to 
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enormities  that  the  agents  for  prizes  had  on  some 
occasions  been  guilty  of,  and  he  felt  all  proper 
warmth  for  the  interest  of  his  profession.  But  it 
is  to  be  observed, that  he  confined  himself  entirely 
to  that  single  principle  of  the  bill,  without  interfere 
ing  in  the  smallest  degree  with  any  of  the  remain- 
ing points,  which  it  was  its  cbject  to  embrace. 
lp,ike  a cautious  and  prudent  swimmer,  he  ventured 
not  beyond  his  depth,  nor  did  he  presume'  to  ha- 
zard his  opinion  on  matters  he  did  not  thoroughly 
comprehend,  and  understand.  On  such  points  and 
parts  of  the  bill  his  lordship  displayed  dignity,  for 
he  preserved  silence.  Even  the  constitutional 
objections  started  in  opposition  to  it  by  no  means 
tended  to  depreciate  his  character,  or  his  discern- 
ment in  having  supported  it : unversed  in  legal  de- 
finitions and  distinctions,  he  sought  only  to  rectify 
an  abuse,  which  he  was  certain  had  existed  ; and 

give  an  overweaning  preference  to  the  interest*  of  my  own 
profession.  But  1 cannot  help  thinking,  that  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  affair,  your  lordships  wilj  be  strongly 
disposed  to  advance  this  bill  into  a law,  as  speedily  as  may  be 
consistent  with  the  order  of  your  proceedings,  and  with  dug 
prudence  of  deliberation,1' 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  which  took  place  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  Lord  Nelson  expressed  also  his  desire,  that  the 
necessary  inquiries  into  the  flagrant  abuses  by  prize  agents, 
might  be  made  the  subject  of  a separate  act.  His  lordship 
at  the  same  time  owned,  that  there  might  be  instances  in 
which  the  delays  of  the  payment  of  prize  money  resulted, 
not  from  the  villainy  of  the  agents,  but  from  accidents  not 
easily  avoidable  in  the  common  course  of  human  affairs. 
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considering,  though  no  lawyer,  and  spurning  the 
incomprehensible  jargon  of  legal  debate,  that  he 
had  an  undoubted  right,  even  though  redress  had 
been  perfectly  unconstitutional,  to  shelter  his 
opinion  from  disgrace,  or  contumely,  under  the 
universally  admitted  maxim,  that  in  a free  coun- 
try there  can  be  no  wrong,  without  a remedy. 

Thus  far,  the  merit  and  the  praise  of  his  lord- 
ship  may  be  considered  negative ; but  in  the 
course  of  his  speech,  we  shall  find  his  opinion 
expressed  in  the  most  manly  stile,  entitling  him 
to  the  highest  veneration  and  respect.  Mis  ob- 
jections to  the  powers  intended  to  be  given  by 
the  bill,  authorizing  inquiries,  at  which  his  mind 
revolted,  as  improper,  were  such,  as  must,  to  the 
latest  moment  of  parliamentary  discussion,  ent 
title  him  to  veneration  as  a senator,  and  to  the 
love  of  every  man,  who  feels  himself  warm  in 
the  welfare  of  his  country,  and  in  his  wishes  for 
the  prosperity  of  its  commerce. 

The  relaxation  from  the  fatigues  of  service 
proved,  unfortunately  for  his  lordship,  but  of 
short  duration.  The  turbulent  and  insatiably 
ambitious  character  of  the  French  government, 
again  dragged  his  lordship  from  his  domestic  re- 
pose, after  it  had  continued  for  a period  of  eigh- 
teen months.  The  instant  it  was  foreseen  that  hos- 
tilities were  likely  to  recommence,  the  eyes  and 
attention  of  his  majesty’s  ministers  were  strongly 


Digitized  by  Google 


362  - MEMOIRS  OF 

impelled  toward  his  lordship,  as  a person  to  whom 
the  most  interesting  and  important  services  could 
be  confided.  The  former  theatre  of  war,  where 
he  had  acquired  so  much  glory,  the  tranquillity 
of  the  Mediterranean,  was  the  station  on  which  he 
was  destined  to  act,  and  the  object  he  was  sent 
to  attain.  To  ensure  the  latter,  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  keep  a constant  watchful  eye  over 
Toulon  ; the  port  from  whence,  in  a former  war, 
that  fleet  had  issued,  which  he  had  so  gloriously 
annihilated. 

The  renewal  of  hostilities  was  announced  in 
the  house  of  commons  on  the  16th  of  May,  1803, 
and  in  four  days  afterwards,  having  previously 
hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Victory,  of  100 
guns,  his  lordship  proceeded  to  Gibraltar.  Ren- 
dered wary  by  experience,  and  intimidated  by 
that  terror  which  his  very  name  carried  with  it, 
the  French  armament  was  content  to  owe  its 
safety  to  its  continuance  in  port ; so  that,  notwith- 
standing every  stratagem,  every  allurement  his 
lordship  could  contrive,  in  the  hope  of  drawing 
them  from  their  ignoble  security  into  fair  and 
manly  contest  was  had  recourse  to,  the  enemy 
constantly  shrunk  from  the  challenge,  as  though 
honestly  sensible  of  their  own  inferiority  in  skill 
and  actual  strength,  however  numerically  superior 
their  force  might  appear.  In  this  uninteresting 
state  of  tranquillity  did  the  naval  operations  in  the 
Mediterranean  continue,  during  the  space  of 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


36S 


twelve  months ; and  the  only  occurrence  which 
then  took  place,  that  could  afford  any  variety  to 
the  scene,  was  a skirmish  of  the  most  trivial  na- 
ture, for  it  was  not  thought  sufficiently  important 
to  render  the  publication  of  an  official  account 
of  it  necessary*. 

* Thu  will,  however,  be  supplied  by  the  following  de. 
puli,  transmitted  to  England  by  private  hand). 

Extract  of  a letter  from  an  officer  on  board  the  Canoput,  off 
Toulon,  dated  May  24th. 

“ Yesterday,  in  company  with  the  Donnegaland  Amazon, 
we  were  nearly  brought  to  action  by  a very  (operior  squa- 
dron of  the  enemy,  whom  Admiral  Campbell  had  been  sent  out 
by  Lord  Nelson  to  reconnoitre.  The  main  body'of  the  fleet 
remained  far  out  of  sight  of  the  land  ; but  the  weather  was  to 
very  fair,  that  the  rear-admiral  was  tempted  to  stand  in  dose, 
to  get  a good  view  of  them.  To  the  eastward  of  the  harbour’* 
mouth,  in  which  direction  the  road  is  open,  on  our  near  ap. 
proach  it  fell  nearly  calm,  and  the  gun-boats  immediately 
pulled  towards  us,  and  commenced  firing,  when  we  tacked, 
but  at  such  a distance  that  their  shot  fell  short.  The  admiral 
fired  in  return.  A moderate  breeze  by  this  time  sprung  up, 
and  the  squadron  in  the  harbonr  were  soon  under  sail  after  us, 
and  in  less  than  an  hour  consisted  of  five  sail  of  the  line,  and 
three  heavy  frigates.  They  appeared  determined  to  make  a 
grand  push  out  after  us.  The  frigates,  and  one  of  the  line  of 
battle  ships,  appeared  to  gain  considerably  j and  the  head- 
most of  the  former,  which  was  the  same  fellow  that  the  Ama- 
zon chased  into  Hieres  Bay  during  the  winter,  opened  a 
distant  teasing  fire  on  the  Donncgal,  which  was  our  sternmost 
ship.  This  was  not  to  be  borne  long  patiently  by  Sir  Ri- 
chard Strachan,  who,  watching  his  opportunity,  luffed  up,  an4 
gave  a broadside,  which  made  the  headmost  gentry  heave 
their  sails  aback,  quicker  than  ever  I saw  them  execute  any 
• » ‘ - • 
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The  vigilance  of  bis  lordship  did  not,  however, 
relax  in  consequence  of  the  inertness  of  the 

manceovre.  The  Canopus  also  threw  some  shot  at  the  same 
time,  in  a good  direction.  Although  this  fire  was  at  such  a 
distance,  that  I have  great  doubts  whether  ary  shot  took 
effect,  yet  it  evidently  served  to  check  the  progress  of  the 
headmost  seventy-four,  supposed  to  be  the  Swiftsure  ; for 
notwithstanding  she  was  coming  up  fast,  and  with  four  of  her 
own  class  at  her  heels,  instead  of  closing  with  the  Donnegal, 
the  moment  she  came  within  random  shot,  she  rounded  to, 
to  fire  her  broadside,  by  which  she  lost  a great  deal  of  way, 
though  perhaps  this  was  her  object.  The  squadron  that  was 
now  io  pursuit  of  us,  and  coming  up  fast,  was  so  superior  as 
to  preclude  all  chance  of  doing  any  thing  with  them.  Ad- 
miral Campbell  therefore  made  sail,  and  they  continued  to 
follow  us  some  time,  under  a crowd  of  canvas,  still  keeping  . 
the  advantage  of  sailing  : but  fearful  of  beieg  drawn  off  too 
fax,  and  decoyed  into  the  jaws  of  the  Viscount,  by  the  time 
they  were  about  five  leagues  from  Toulon,  they  were  recalled 
by  their  signal  poet  front  the  hill,  and  all  stood  in  again. 
This  was  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  past  three  o’clock 
P.  M.  At  six  we  saw  our  fleet  to  leeward,  and  joined  them 
about  half  past  uioe.  They  heard  the  fire  indistinctly,  and 
the  Leviathan  was  detached  towards  Toulon,  but  had  not 
proceeded  far  on  her  way  before  we  were  perceived  return- 
ing,” 

An  extract  of  a letter  from  on  board  the  Canopus,  Admiral 
Campbell's  flag-ship,  dated  off  Toulon,  May  24th,  says, 

“ As  it  is  possible  you  will  see  in  the  papers  an  account  of 
a slight  action  with  the  french,  magnified  no  doubt  by  them 
into  a retreat  of  the  whole  British  fleet,  I will  give  it  you 
as  it  really  was.  The  Canopus,  the  Donnegal,  and  a.fngite, 
were  detached  from  the  fleet  to  look  into  Toulon,  which  we 
did  yesterday  morning ; and  after  being  some  hours  as  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour  as  their  batteries  would  allow  ust 
ytc  were  rejoiced  to  see  them  in  motion,  and,  ere  long,  three 
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eriemy,  and  their  apparent  'fixed  determination 
of  avoiding  all  encounter.  Their  cotnmerce  wa* 
distressed,  their  privateers  captured,  and,  in  fine, 
the  British  flag  waved  over  all  parts  of  the  Medir 
terranean,  and  along  the  coasts  of  France  itself 
triumphant,  add  unopposed.  The  most  distin- 
guished enterprize,  undertaken  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year,  was  the  destruction  of  a. 
number  of  merchant  vessels  at  la  Vandour,  in 
H ieres  Bay;  of  which  transaction  Lord  Nelson, 
fully  impressed  with  his  invariable  practice  of 
rendering  justice  to  every  officer  he  commanded, 
makes  the  following  concise  and  handsome  re- 
mark : — “ The  importance  of  the  service  mpy  be 
but  little,  but  the  determined  bravery  of  Lieu- 
tenants Thompson,  Parker,  Luniley,  ana  Moore, 
and  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  em- 
ployed under  them,  could  not  be  exceeded.” 

So  mortified  was  his  lordship  at  his  compul- 
sive state  of  inactivity,  that  in  consequence  of  the 

line  of  battle  ships  and  three  frigates  came  out  3 we  imme- 
diately tacked,  in  order  to  draw  them  fiom  the  land,  but  went 
under  an  easy  sail ; and  they  soon  came  within  range  of  our 
shot : when  they  began  to  fire,  we  were  just  sat  down  to 
dinner,  which  we  took  quietly,  and  then  returned  their  fire, 
meaning  to  bring  them  to  dole  action,  though  so  far  superior. 
We  were  however  disappointed,  for  at  this  moment  we  per- 
ceived two  more  ships  of  the  line  and  one  frigate  coming  to 
their  assistance.  This  was  too  great  odds,  udder  their  own 
batteries  s we  therefore  were  obliged  to  sheer  o£ 
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corporation  of  London  having  voted  him  thanks 
for  the  service  he  had  rendered  his  country,  by 
blockading  the  port  of  Toulon,  and  thereby 
preventing  the  enemy’s  fleet  in  that  quarter 
from  putting  to  sea,  he  returned  the  subjoined 
very  characteristic  answer  *,  which  embraced 

" Mr  Loko,  • “ Victory,  August  r,  1804. 

**  This  day  [ am  honoured  with  your  lordship’s  letter  of 
April  9th,  transmitting  me  the  resolutions  of  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  London,  thanking  me,  a,  commanding  the  fleet 
blockading  Toulon.  I do  assure  your  lordship,  that  there  is 
not  that  man  breathing  who  sets  a higher  value  upon  the  thanks 
of  his  fellow  citizens  of  London  than  myself ; but  1 should 
feel  as  much  ashamed  to  receive  them  for  a particular  service 
marked  in  the  resolution,  if  I felt  that  I did  not  come  within 
that  line  of  service,  as  I should  feel  hurt  at  having  a great 
victory  passed  over  without  notice. 

“ i beg  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  the  port  of  Toulon  has 
never  been  blockaded  by  me  ; quite  the  reverse  j every  oppor- 
tunity has  been  offered  the  enemy  to  put  to  sea,  for  it  is  there 
that  we  hope  to  realize  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  our  coun- 
try ; and  1 trust  that  they  will  not  be  disappointed. 

•*  Your  lordship  will  judge  of  my  feelings,  upon  seeing  that 
ali  the  junior  flag  officers  of  other  fleets,  and  even  some  of  the 
captains,  have  received  the  thanks  of  the  corporation  of  Lon- 
don, whilst  the  junior  flag  officers  of  the  Mediterranean  fleet 
are  entirely  omitted.  I own  it  has  struck  me  very  forcibly  j 
for,  where  the  information  of  the  junior  officers  and  captains 
of  other  fleets  was  obtained,  the  same  information  could  have 
been  given  of  the  flag  officers  of  this  fleet,  and  the  captains ; 
and  it  was  my  duty  to  state,  that  more  able  and  zealous  officers 
and  captains  3o  not  grace  the  British  navy,  than  those  1 have 
the  honour  and  happiness  to  command.  It  likewise  appears, 
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many  points  extremely  intending,  and  honour- 
able to  his  character,  and  at  once  explained  the 
real  state  of  the  case,  together  with  his  opinion 
of  the  situation  and  temper  of  the  enemy.  Hit| 
spirited,  though  modest  species  of  remonstrance 
to  the  city,  in  consequence  of  their  supposed 
neglect  in  not  bestowing  their  thanks  on  the 
officers  joined  with  himself  in  command,  would 
cause  a repetition  of  eulogium,  which  British  gra- 
titude might  not,  perhaps,  conceive  a redundancy, 

my  lord,  a most  extraordinary  circumstance,  that  Rear-admi- 
ral Sir  Richard  fiickerton  should  have  been,  as  second  in 
command  in  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  twice  passed  over  by  the 
corporation  of  London  : once  after  the  Egyptian  expedition, 
when  the  first  and  third  in  command  were  thanked,  and  now; 
again:  consciousness  of  high  desert,  instead  of  neglect,  made  the 
rear  admiral  resolve  to  let  the  matter  rest  until  he  could  have 
an  opportunity  personally  to  call  upon  the  lord  mayor  to  ac- 
count for  such  an  extraordinary  omission ; but  from  this  second 
omission,  I owe  it  to  that  excellent  ofiicer,  not  to  pass  it  by  ; 
and  I do  assure  your  lordship,  that  the  constant,  zealous,  and 
cordial  support  1 have  had  in  my  command  from  both  Rear- 
admiral  Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  and  Rear-admiral  Campbell, 
hat  been  such  as  calls  forth  all  my  thanks  and  admiration.  We. 
have  shared  together  the  constant  attention  of  being  more  than 
fourteen  months  at  sea,  and  are  ready  to  share  the  dangers 
and  glory  of  a day  of  battle.  Therefore  it  is  impossible  that  I 
can  ever  allow  myself  to  be  separated  in  thanks  from  such  fup- 
porters.  I have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  the  very  highest 
respect,  your  lordship’s  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

“ Nelson  and  Lronti.” 

“ To  the  Right  Hon;  the  Lord  Mayor." 
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but  which  becomes  unnecessary,  because  the  act 
itself  was  s6  truly  great,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary 
that  the  merit  of  it  should  be  pointed  out.  During 
the  remainder  of  the  year*  every  thing  continued 
in  the  same  passive  state.  The  month  of  January, 
however,  appeared  to  promise  a renewal  of  more 
active  scenes.  Spain  had  entered  herself  as  an 
ally  in  the  dispute,  and  the  ports  of  that  coun- 
try claimed  equal  attention  on  the  part  of  his 
lordship  with  those  of  France.  The  fleet  which 
had  so  long  been  in  a state  of  complete  equip- 
ment at  Toulon,  anxiously  watching  for  the  first 
apparently  safe  opportunity  of  putting  to  sea, 
pushed  out  of  the  harbour  on  the  15th  of  January, 
its  force  consisting  of  eleven  ships  of  the  line 

• In  the  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  xii.  p.  494.  the  following 
anecdote  is  given  of  his  lordship,  which  reflects  far  too  much 
credit  on  him  to  be  omitted. 

“ On  the  nth  of  September,  a seaman  of  the  Victory,  of 
no  guns.  Lord  Nelson’s  flag-ship,  fell  from  the  forecastle 
into  the  sea : on  hearing  the  cry  of  a man  overboard,  Mr, 
Edward  Flin,  a volunteer,  jumped  from  the  quarter-deck 
after  him,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  save  the  man,  notwith- 
ttanding  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  ship  at 
die  time  being  under  sail.  The  next  morning  Lord  Nelson 
sent  for  Mr.  Flin,  and  presented  him  with  a lieutenant’s 
eommis  ion,  appointing  him  to  the  Bittern  sloop  of  war  ; and 
at  the  same  time  said,  he  would  strongly  recommend  him 
to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  ; in  consequence  of  which,  their 
lordships  have  confirmed  him  in  that  appointment.” 
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and  two  frigates.  Current  report  had  assigned 
Egvpt  as  the  most  probable  place  of  its  destina- 
tion ; and  Lord  Nelson,  who,  aqcording  to  his 
wonted, custom> -though  out  of  sight  of  Toulon, 
in  continuance  of  the  system  of  decoy,  which  he 
had  so  long  pursued  without  success,  was,  never- 
theless, at  no  great  distance  from  it  j he  was  there- 
fore quickly  informed,  that  the  temerity  of  Ville- 
neuve,  or  positive  orders  sent  to  him  for  that  pur- 
pose,  had  at  length  induced  him  to  quit  port ; and 
the  British  squadron,  whose  force  was  not  superior 
to  that  of  the  enemy,  instantly  shaped  its  course  to 
the  much  wished  for  scene  of  future  encounter. 
Villeneuve,  however,  and  those  under  whose  orders 
he  acted,  had  far  different  views,  than  the  renewal 
of  an  expedition  to  Egypt.  His  lordship  pursued 
him  in  vain.  He  traversed  the  Mediterranean  with- 
out effect,  and  the  force  under  his  orders  being 
Unfortunately  mistaken  in  various  places,  parti- 
cularly on  the  coast  of  Sicily  and  Egypt,  for  that 
of  France,  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries 
felt  their  fears  alarmed  to  the  utmost,  dreading 
a renewal  of  the  same  ravages  from  their  new  visi- 
tors, which  their  conduct,  on  preceding  occa- 
sions, taught  them  so  much  to  apprehend. 

The  armament  of  France  having  encountered 
a storm,  not  long  after  it  quitted  port,  returned 
back  to  Toulon;  while  his  lordship,  deceived 
by  the  reports  and  false  intelligence  that  had 

i)  B 


‘ Digitized  by  Google 


370 


MEMOIRS  OF 


t>een  conveyed  to  him,  pursued  his  fruitless 
search.  On  the  30th  of  March  Villepeuve  again 
put  to  sea ; and  finding,  on  his  arrival  off  Cartha- 
gena,  that  the  Spanish  ships  in  that  port  were 
not  in  a state  of  equipment  sufficiently  forward 
to  join  him  immediately,  he  pursued  his  voyage 
to  Cadiz,  off  which  port  he  arrived  on  the, 9th 
of  April  •;  and  being  reinforced  by  the  Aigle,  of 
74  guns,  a French  ship  of  war,  with  six  others  be- 
longing to  Spain,  under  the  orders  of  Admiral 
Gravina,  he  proceeded,  without  a moment’s  loss 
of  time,  to  the  West  Indies. 

The  escape  of  so  considerable  a force  as  that 
of  the  combined  squadrons  had  now  become,  ex- 
cited the  highest  emotion  and  anxiety  in  England ; 
an  anxiety  not  a little  increased  by  the  in- 
formation received,  that  the  enemy’s  ships  had 
a land  force  embarked  on  board  them,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  ten  thousand  men.  Doubt  and 
surmise  served  but  to  increase  apprehension,  and 
in  the  beginning  0/  the  month  of  May,  the  latter 
was  considerably  heightened  in  England,  on  its 
being  discovered  that  they  had  proceeded  to  the 
West  Indies.  His  lordship,  in  the  interim,  was 
waiting  with  the  utmost  impatience  for  the  ar- 
rival of  the  enemy  in  the  Sicilian  seas : his  usual 

* Sir  John  Orde,  who  was  stationed  off  that  port,  with  a 
squadron  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  retiring  on  his  approach,  0 

unmolested,  and  unporsued. 
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good  fortune  appeared  at  length  to  have  forsaken 
him ; for  though  he  had  been  a long  time  baffled 
in  his  former  pursuit  to  the  same  shores,  yet  sue- 
ces  had  ultimately  crowned  his  wishes  j but  in  the 
pesent  instance,  Providence  appeared  to  have 
placed  it  beyond  his  reach.  The  middle  of  April 
arrived  ere  he  received  any  information  that  he 
could  depend  on,  either  of  the  enemy’s  return 
into  port,  or  of  their  subsequent  movements  ; not 
an  instant  was  lost,  in  the  endeavour  to  trace  the 
track  of  their  flight ; and  having  found  they  no 
longer  existed  in  the  Mediterranean  sea,  he  pur- 
sued his  course  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  and  ar- 
rived atTetuan  early  in  the  month  of  May.  The 
additional  intelligence  he  received  at  that  place, 
and  on  his  passage  thither,  confirmed  his  opinion, 
that  the  combined  squadrons  of  the  enemy  were 
proceeding  to  the  West  Indies;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  inferiority  of  his  force,  and  various  other 
plausible  objections  that  might  have  been  started 
by  an  Officer  less  warm  Jn  the  cause  of  his  coun- 
try than  himself,  he  hesitated  not  a moment  in 
determining  to  pursue  them,  not  only  thither,  but 
to  any  other,  even  the  most  distant  quarter  of  the 
world,  whither  they  might  direct  their  flight,  or 
where  they  might  attempt  to  carry  on  their  mer- 
ciless depredations.  The  genius  of  the  British 
colonies  appears  on  this  occasion  to  have  been 
peculiarly  active,  in  affording  that  limited  pro- 
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tection  which  Providence  permitted  her  to  extend  > 
to  the  countries  over  which  She  watched.  No 
othei'  line  of  conduct  could  possibly  have  pre- 
served them  from  ruin  ; and  the  adoption  of  such 
a measure  was  such,  that  few,  very  few,  even  of 
the  bravest  men,  would  have  considered  it  proper 
for  them  to  pursue. 

To  attack,  even  at  the  most  unequal  odds,  an 
enemy  supposed  to  have  a great  and  particular 
object  in  view,  is  an  act  of  gallantry  most  highly 
praise- worthy ; and  had  his  lordship,  with  his 
squadron  of  ten  sail  of  the  line  only,  fallen  in 
with  the  combined  force  of  France  and  Spain, 
amounting,  as  it  did,  to  eighteen,  either  in  the 
Mediterranean  sea,  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  or 
any  where  in  the  vicinity  to  the  westward  of 
them  ; had  he  engaged  them,  and  without  cap- 
turing a single  ship,  crippled  so  great  a part  as  to> 
have  arrested  their  further  progress,  the  act  might 
have  vied  with  any  that  occurs  in  the  naval  his- 
tory of  Britain  ; but  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
on  his  present  conduct,  the  mind  feds  itself  com- 
pelled merely  to  contemplate  the  tribute  of  ap- 
plause it  wishes  to  pay,  owing  to  the  want  of  terms 
sufficiently  expressive  of  its  truly  grateful  feelings. 

No  man,  perhaps,  who  ever  bore  the  charac- 
ter of  am  officer,  ever  took  on  himself  so  heavy  a. 
responsibility ; had  he  been  deceived  in  his  infor- 
mation, had  he  been  impeded  in  his  voyage  by 
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any  of  those  accidents  to  which  navigation  is 
subject ; had  he  experienced  any  of  those  disasters, 
which  no  prudence  could  foresee,  nor  any  atten- 
tion could  prevent ; what  would  have  been  the 
outcry,  the  clamour  that  would  ha/e  been  raised 
against  him  ? He  would  have  been  stigmatized 
jn  the  most  opprobrious  terms,  for  his  folly,  his 
frenzy,  and  his  disobedience,  in  not  continuing 
in  a station  where  he  was  placed  by  the  orders 
of  those,  whom  it  was  his  duty  implicitly  to 
obey  ; all  his  former  laurels  would  have  been 
blasted  by  the  envenomed  tongue  of  malice,  and 
he  himself  would  have  passed  through  the  shat- 
tered remains  of  a painful  life,  with  a constitu- 
tion worn  out  in  the  service  of  his  country,  neg- 
lected and  forgotten,  even  by  those,  who  owed 
him  the  highest  tribute.  This  would  have  been 
the  slightest  punishment  he  would  have  felt.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  further  on  so  hateful  a 
subject. 

Let  us  view,  with  this  prospect  before  his 
eyes,  what  his  conduct  was:  conscious  of  his 
own  integrity,  he  despised  to  entertain  appre- 
hensions of  incurring  censure  in  the  event  of  the 
most  calamitous  circumstance  that  could  occur  ; 
and  thus  did  he.with  all  the  fervent  zeal  of  pursuit, 
nobly  trample  on  the  cold  system  of  prudential 
caution.  * Ingratitude,  however,  is  a national 
crirne  too  frequently  committed  •,  and  the  man 
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who  is  firm  enough  to  despise  it,  displays  a cha- 
racter  endued  with  a peculiar  and  undescribable 
quality,  superior  to  heroism  itself. 

His  lordship  having  determined  on  the  mea- 
sure, lost  no  time  in  carrying  it  into  execution  } 
and  his  activity  rendered  it  incalculably  valuable. 
He  remained  in  Tetuan  Bay  no  longer  than  was. 
merely  sufficient  to  enable  bis  ships  to  recruit  their 
water,  and  take  on  board  such  articles  as  were 
of  the  first  necessity,  that  they  might  be  en- 
abled to  pursue  their  voyage  without  endanger- 
ing the'lives,  or  the  healths  of  their  crews.  lie  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Lagos  Bay,  where,  as  if 
fortune  specially  favoured  him,  he  found  several 
transports  and  store-ships,  which  had  been  in 
company  with  Sir  John  Orde,  when  that  officer 
retired  with  his  squadron  from  before  Cadiz,  on 
the  approach  of  Villeneuve  and  his  fleet.  Here 
the  most  pressing  wants  of  the  different  ships  in 
respect  to  stores  and  provisions  were  still  further 
relieved  ; and  his  lordship  having  received  ad- 
ditional confirmation  of  the  reports  already  trans- 
mitted to  him,  in  respect  of  the  course  steered  by 
the  combined  squadrons,  finally  put  to  sea  in 
pursuit  of  them  on  the  nth  of  May. 

His  passage  was  by  no  means  unpropitious,  an4 
on  the  4th  of  June  he  came  to  an  anchor  in  Car- 
lisle Bay,  off  Barbadoes,  without  having  experi- 
enced any  sinister  accident  during  his  voyage^ 
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To  a people  dispirited  and  alarmed,  as  the  in- 
habitants of  that  island  were,  on  receiving  infor- 
mation of  the  veiy  formidable  force  belonging  to 
the  enemy  which  had  arrived  at  Martinique  on  the 
14th  of  the  preceding  month,  the  sight  of  the 
British  squadron  operated  as  a gift  bestowed  on 
them  by  Heaven,  for  their  deliverance  from  cer- 
tain ruin;  for  though  the  timid  might  express 
their  fears,  that  an  attack  made  by  ten  ships  of 
the  line  on  a squadron  consisting  of  eighteen,  re- 
cently equipped,  and  fresh  out  of  port,  would  be 
an  act  exposing  them,  not  only  to  imminent 
peril,  but  to  absolute  destruction  ; yet  those  who 
had  weighed  well  the  character  of  his  lordship, 
together  with  that  of  the  officers  and  men  serving 
under  his  orders,  and  knew  how  to  appreciate 
their  value  fairly,  felt  no  such  terrors.  Although 
the  fleet  of  France  had  reached  Martinique  near- 
ly three  weeks  before  the  arrival  of  his  lordship, 
it  had  never  yet  attempted  any  further  act  of 
hostility,  than  the  attack  of  the  Diamond  Rock  : 
it  was  known,  however,  that  the  Spanish  division, 
under  admiral  Gravina,  had  separated  from  Vil- 
leneuve,  and  was  supposed  to  have  proceeded  on 
a secret  expedition  ; report  had  selected  the  island 
of  Trinidad  as  the  devoted  place  of  attack.  His 
lordship,  whose  fleet,  after  his  arrival  at  Barba* 
does,  had  been  reinforced  by  a junction  with 
Rear-admiral  Cochrane  and  two  ships  of  the  line. 
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lost  not  a moment  in  making  the  best  arrange- 
ments in  his  power  for  dispossessing  the  invad- 
ing enemy.  Twenty-four  hours  only  were  con- 
sumed in  watering  the  fleet,  and  in  taking  on 
board  a body  of  land  troops  under  the  orders  of 
Sir  Wm.  Myers,  amounting  to  two  thousand  men. 
On  the  5th  of  June  his  lordship  quitted  Barba- 
does,  and  shaped  his  course  to  the  southward ; on 
the  7th  he  arrived  oflf  Trinidad,  where  he  found  a 
repetition  of  his  former  disappointments  still  pur- 
suing him,  and  that  the  report  of  the  attack  was 
equally  unfounded  with  those  which  had  so  per- 
plexed, and  harassed  him  previous  to  his  quitting 
the  Mediterranean. 

• . The  terror  of  the  inhabitants  was  violent  in  the 
extreme ; they  considered  their  visitors  as  the 
enemies  whom  they  so  much  dreaded } and  so 
strong  was  the  delusion  in  which  they  were 
•held,  that  every  exertion  made  by  his  lordship, 
to  convince  them,  by  signals,  of  his  identity,  was 
unable  to  effect  that  purpose,  and  prevent  the 
troops,  posted  in  an  advanced  fort,  from  blowing 
up  the  works,  and  retreating  to(  the  capital.  As 
it  was  now  evident  that  nothing  had  been  at- 
- tempted  to  the  southward,  his  lordship  quitted 
Trinidad  on  the  8th,  and  having  arrived  off 
Grenada  on  the  following  day,  received  informa- 
tion that  the  combined  squadrons,  consisting  of 
seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  had  quitted  Martinique 
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•that  very  morning,  and  pursued  a northerly  course. 
It  immediately  occurred  to  his  lordship,  that  the 
fury  of  this  formidable  fleet  was  destined  to  fall 
upon  Antigua,  for  he  was  as  yet  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  French  admiral’s  being  aware  of  his 
arrival ; nor,  had  he  been  informed  of  that  cir- 
cumstance, would  his-  modesty  perhaps  have 
allowed  him  to  suppose,  that  the  fleet  of  an 
enemy,  purposely  fitted  out  for  a particular  ex- 
pedition, and  nearly  doubling  his  own  force, 
could  be  induced  from  the  knowledge  of  what 
his  active  mind  had  effected,  and  the  apprehen- 
sion of  what  it  might  in  future  contrive,  to  quit 
its  object,  and  absolutely  seek  its  safety  by  flight, 
and  return  to  Europe. 

On  his  reaching  Antigua,  he  found  his  expec- 
tations of  encountering  the  enemy  there,  still  dis- 
appointed ; but  though  his  patience  was  tired,  his 
hopes  were  not  extinguished  : it  was  now  reduced 
to  a certainty,  that  fearing  to  contest  the  domi- 
nion of  those  seas,  they  were  absolutely  on  their 
return  homeward  : his  lordship,  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  landed  those  troops  he  had  taken  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  any  Islands 
which  might  have  been  attacked,  and  prepared, 
with  all  his  accustomed  alacrity,  to  pursue  them, 
consoling  himself  with  the  pleasing  idea  of  being 
even  yet  enabled  to  overtake  them,  when  on  their 
passage. 
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In  the  midst,  however,  of  the  hurry  and  confu- 
sion, which  might  have  been  naturally  expected 
to  prevail,  while  such  rapid  movements  were' 
adopting,  the  coolness  and  circumspection  of 
his  lordship  never  failed  him  for  an  instant.  On 
the  13th  of  June  he  dispatched  Captain  Bettes- 
worth,  in  the  Curieux  sloop  of  war,  to  England, 
with  information  of  the  movements  made  by  the 
enemy,  together  with  his  own  operations,  and  the 
measures  adopted  toovertakethem.  That  no  means 
whatever  might  be  left  untried  to  apprize  the  squa- 
drons employed  in  watching  the  different  ports  of 
France  and  Spain,  that  the  enemy  approached,  his 
lordship  dispatched  Captain  Rutherford  in  the 
Decade  frigate,  on  the  15th,  to  Lisbon,  with  in- 
structions to  order  any  light  vessels  he  might 
find  there,  to  sail  immediately  for  the  purpose  of 
effectually  spreading  the  alarm,  and  to  proceed 
afterwards  in  the  same  line  of  service  herself ; 
the  Martin  sloop  was  almost  on  the  same  moment 
with  the  Decade,  sent  off,  on  a similar  errand,  to 
Gibraltar. 

The  expectation  of  Britain  had,  perhaps,  never 
been  Taised  to  an  higher  pitch ; but  the  genius  of 
disappointment  appeared  to  have  not  even  yet 
sated  her  malice,  in  counteracting  the  operations 
of  the  pursuers.  His  lordship  reached  Gibraltar  on 
the  19th  of  July,  after  having  traversed  the  space 
of  ocean  stretched  between  Europe  and  America 
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within  a period  almost  incredibly  short;  for  it 
will  be  found,  that  from  the  day  he  quitted  Te- 
tuan  Bay,  to  proceed  through  the  Straits,  to  that  of 
his  return  to  Gibraltar,  after  having  made  a regu- 
lar tour  of  the  Leeward  West  Indian  Islands,  in- 
cluding all  the  time  unavoidably  consumed  in  tak- 
ing on  board  stores  and  provisions,  embarking 
and  re-embarking  troops,  together  with  that  ne- 
cessarily wasted  in  the  pursuit  of  false  intel!i-» 
gence,  or  in  waiting  for  such  as  might  be  deemed 
authentic,  includes  a period  of  seventy-eight  days 
only.  This  display  of  activity  was  certainly  un- 
paralleled. The  necessities  of  the  fleet  imperi- 
ously requiring  a recruit  both  of  water  and  pro- 
visions, his  lordship  once  more  repaired  to  his 
original  place  of  departure,  Tetuan  Bay,  where 
he  anchored  on  the  22d.  Having  used  every  possi- 
ble expedition  to  supply  those  wants  which  press- 
ed on  him  most  grievously ; he  again  put  to  sea 
on  the  26th,  and  repassed  the  Straits,  in  the 
hope  of  meeting  the  long  expected  fugitives  off 
Cape  St.  Vincent ; or,  failing  in  that,  by  pursuing 
a northerly  course,  falling  in  with  them  in  some 
higher  latitude.*  Here  again  were  the  expecta- 

* The  force  under  hit  lordship  at  this  time  amounted  to 
eleven  ships  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates ; the  Victory,  of 
joo  guns  ; the  Canopus,  Donnega!,  and  I igre,  of  80  ; the 
Superbe,  Spencer,  Spartiate,  Belleisle,  Conqueror,  ueviathan, 
»nd  Swiftsure,  of  74 ; Amazon  and  Amphion  frigates : all 
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tions  of  this  indefatigable  man  still  frustrated  * 
he  approached  the  port  of  Cadiz  on  the  27th, 
near  enough  to  ascertain  they  had  not  as  yet 
sought  refuge  there.  He  immediately  steered  for 
Cape  St.  Vincent  5 he  traversed  the  Bay  of  Bis- 
cay; but  the  enemy  still  remained  invisible  to 
him.  As  the  last  source  of  disappointed  hope, 
he  pursued  his  northerly  course  to  the  North-West 
of  Ireland  ; still  they  appeared  not ; and  his  lord- 
ship  considering  it  useless  to  attempt  following 
themfarther,  while  such  an  uncertainty  prevailed 
as  to  the  destination  or  present  station  of  the  ene- 
my, adopted,  to  the  last  moment,  every  measure 
that  prudence  could  suggest  to  him,  as  likely  to 
become  serviceable  to  his  country.  He  detached 
nine  ships  of  his  squadron  to  reinforce  Admiral 
Cornwallis,  who  commanded  off  Brest,  under  the, 
idea  of  its  being  possible  that  the  enemy,  shaping 
their  course  to  the  northward,  and  keeping  close 
along  shore,  might  approach  Brest,  and,  aided 
by  a diversion  made  on  the  part  of  the  French 
fleet,  which  had  so  long  been  blockaded  in  that 
port,  attempt,  by  placing  Admiral  Cornwallis 
between  two  fires,  to  facilitate  either  the  escape 
of  the  latter,  or,  at  least,  their  own  junction  with 
it,  as  a reinforcement. 

the  ships  of  the  line  had  been  round  with  him  to  the  West  In, 
dies,  the  Spartiate  'excepted,  which  latter  he  had  brought 
from  thence  as  a small  reinforcement  to  his  original  strength. 
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His  Lordship  himself,  in  the  Victory,  accom- 
panied by  the  Superbe,  of  74  guns,  came  into 
Portsmouth,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1 8th  of  Au- 
gust ; and  notwithstanding  the  great  length  of  his 
voyage,  the  sudden  change  of  climates,  so  de- 
structive to  the  health  of  mankind,  which  his 
people  had  experienced,  and  the  additional  cir- 
cumstance of  his  fleet  having  visited  the  identical 
spots  in  the  universe  from  whence  the  importation 
of  a malignant  distemper  was  most  to  be.  ex- 
pected; such  was  the  healthy  condition  of  the 
crews  of  both  ships,  that  they  were  immediate- 
ly released,  without  a demur,  on  the  receipt  of 
his  lordship's  report  respecting  the  existence  of 
this  fact. 

Among  the  various  requisites  necessary  to  form 
* perfect  naval  officer,  particularly  one  invested 
with  a chief  command,  no  one  perhaps  can  be 
found  more  valuable  than  that  which  has  been 
just  mentioned.  History  furnishes  a variety  of  in- 
stances, in  which  the  most  formidable  enterprizes 
have  been  overthrown,  merely  by  a neglect  of 
this  so  necessary  duty  j but  it  was  not  in  the  day 
of  battle  only,  that  the  talents  and  abilities  of 
his  lordship  were  particularly  distinguishable ; 
they  shone  forth  unclouded  and  undiminished  in 
every  action  of  his  life;  but  the  world  was  ac- 
quainted only  with  the  more  splendid  class  of 
his  deeds,  and  the  generality  of  mankind  knew 
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rot  half  his  worth,  or  half  his  value.  Nothing  iri 
short  escaped  him ; even  those  minutiae  of  the 
service,  which  some  persons,  who  have  lived  to 
acquire  elevated  characters,  have  affected,  very 
strangely,  to  treat  below  their  attention,  were  re- 
garded by  him  with  as  active  as  penetrating  a mind 
and  eye,  as  those  which  are  considered  among  the 
most  serious,  and  important  duties. 

i 

An  anecdote  is  related  of  him,  which  places  his 
character,  in  this  respect,  in  so  strong  a point  of 
view*,  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  to  apologize 
for  the  digression.  When  a private  captain,  his 
ship,  which  had  been  detached  from  the  fleet  on 
some  particular  service,  rejoined  the  fleet,  need- 
ing no  inconsiderable  refitment  and  recruit  of 
stores,  as  well  as  provisions,  ere  it  could  be  again 
pronounced  in  a fit  condition  to  put  to  sea.  Th^ 
commander  in  chief,  after  having  received,  the 
report,  is  said  to  have  taken  his  barge,  and  pro- 
ceeding  to  the  ship  in  question,  hailed  her,  and 
inquiring  for  Captain  Nelson,  told  him  he  should 
expect  his  ship  Jto  be  ready  by  day-light  the  ensuing 
morning.  In  the  ordinary  routine  of  service, 
many  days,  at  least,  would  have  been  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  re-equipment.  Captain  Nel- 
son was  struck  with  the  magnitude  of  the  task 
imposed  on  him,  and  answered,  without  giving 
himself  time  to  recollect,  “ that  it  was  impossi- 
ble.” His  superior  officer,  with  rather  unwar- 
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ranted  peevishness,  replied,  “ I dont  care  for  that. 
I’ll  have  it  done.”  . Captain  Nelson  put  an  end  to 
the  conversation,  by  answering  with  the  greatest 
spirit,  and  still  more  laconically,  “ then  it  shall 
be  done,”  and  quitted  the  stern  gallery  without 
adding  another  word. 

To  return,  however,  to  the  transactions  of  his 
lordship’slife.  On  the  20th  of  August  he  reached 
London,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  experiencing 
that  kind  of  reception  from  all  ranks  of  people, 
which  very  rarely  attends  the  want  of  success. 
Such  is  the  frailty,  the  intemperance,  or  perhaps 
t{ie  natural  depravity  of  human  nature,  that  the 
disappointed  man,  instead  of  meeting  with  thac 
consolation  and  comfort  which  would  tend  to 
alleviate  his  misfortune,  seldom  fails  to  be  treated 
at  least  with  neglect,  if  not  with  insult.  His  lord  - 
ship,  however,  stood  as  a singular  exception  to 
this  general  rule ; his  recent  exertions  appeared  to 
raise  him  in  the  minds  even  of  those  who  were 
not  benefited  by  them,  to  an  higher  pinna- 
cle of  fame  and  renown  than  he  had  before 
reached ; and  the  general  congratulation  shewed 
that  the  public  mind  not  only  sympathized  with  him 
in  his  disappointment,  but  that  the  energies  which 
he  had  displayed  in  the  hope  of  acquiring  victory, 
entitled  him  to  an  equal  share  of  fame  with  any 
he  could  have  derived  from  the  most  perfect  and 
unalloyed  success. 

Almost  instantaneously  on  his  arrival,  and  while 
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tlie  situation,  as  well  as  the  intention  of  the  enemy* 
appeared  uncertain,  the  command  of  an  arma- 
ment,  intended  to  oppose  them,  in  whatever  quar- 
ter of  the  world  they  should  appear,  was  offered  to 
his  lordship:  a few  days  dispelled  the  mist  which 
enveloped  the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  and  decided 
the  point  of  his  future  destination.  After  the 
encounter  off  Cape  Finisterre,  the  worsted  squad- 
rons of  the  enemy  took  shelter  in  Ferrol,  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  refitment 
they  wanted,  but  also  of  forming  a junction  with 
a considerable  reinforcement  of  ships  which  lay 
ready  for  sea  in  that  port.  On  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust, the  enemy  having  accomplished  their  neces- 
sary objects,  were  discovered  by  a British  frigate 
stationed  to  watch  that  port,  in  the  act  of  putting 
to  sea,  and  amounting,  notwithstanding  their  dis- 
comfiture, and  the  number  of  their  ships  disabled 
in  the  late  encounter,  to  at  least  twenty-seven 
ships  of  the  line,  with  eight  attendant  frigates,  or 
smaller  vessels.  No  doubt  was  now  entertained 
as  to  the  future  scene  of  probable  contest.  The 
squadron  already  employed  on  the  station  was 
commanded  by  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood  ; but 
its  force  was,  comparatively  speaking,  so  extreme- 
ly trivial,  that  the  utmost  fears  would  most  proba- 
bly have  been  entertained  for  its  safety,  had  not 
Britain  rested  satisfied  that  the  diligence  and  gene- 
ral abilities  of  the  commander  were  fully  adequate 
to  supply  the  place  of  numbers.  Not  only  the 
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government  itself,  bqt  the  people,  as  if  with  one 
accord,  turned  their  eyes  on  Lord  Nelson,  as  the 
person  selected,  as  if  by  Providence  herself,  to  anni- 
hilate, for  the  fourth  time,  the  gigantic  efforts  of 
a desperate  and  enraged  foe!  The  public  suf- 
frage elected  him  to  the  fatal  honour,  and  his 
lordship,  enfeebled  as  he  was  by  fatigue,  had  too 
much  patriotism  to  decline  complying  with  its 
wishes.* 

Reinforcements  from  various  quarters  were  ra« 
pidlyjdispatched  to  join  Admiral  Collingwood,and 
prevent,  if  possible,  the  entrance  of  the  enemy 
into  their  much  desired  port ; they  reached  him 
not,  however,  in  sufficient  time  to  effect  that  pur- 
pose, and  the  strongest  exertions  were  unremit- 
tingly made  m the  ports  of  Britain  to  fit  out 
different  ships,  in  particular,  to  refit  the  Vic- 
tory, which  was  again  destined  to  bear,  unhap- 
pily for  the  last  time,  the  victorious  flag  of  Lord 
Nelson.  Pending  this  preparation  every  tribute 

• Ii  is  reported  of  him,  we  know  not  with  what  truth,  but 
it  is  extremely  probable  that  it  is  a fact,  that  he  said  to  his 
friend.  Admiral  Stirling,  just  before  he  went  upon  the  ser- 
vice which  has  terminated  so  honourably  for  himself,  but 
so  lamentably  for  his  country,  *»  My  health  is  so  bad,  that  I 
ought  to  retire,  but  as  my  generous  countrymen  seem  to 
think  1 could  do  something  if  I were  to  meet  the  enemy,  T 
feel  it  to  be  a duty  to  do  what  I can : I shall  therefore  go, 
and  hope  I shall  be  able  to  meet  and  conquer  them,  and  I 
shall  think  my  life  gloriously  sacrificed  in  such  a cause.” 
c c 
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of  applause  his  grateful  countrymen  could  render 
to  his  conduct,  was  liberally  offered;  nor  was  that 
tribute  confined  to  the  wild  effusions  of  the  po- 
pulace, but  persons  of  the  highest  rank  bore 
their  part  also,  in  augmenting,  if  possible,  the 
value,  as  they  certainly  did  the  extent,  of  the 
honour. 

On  the  a8th  of  August,  a deputation  from  the 
West-India  merchants,  planters,  and  other  per- 
sons connected  with  those  islands,  which  his  lord- 
ship  had  so  lately  preserved  from  the  fangs  of  a 
rapacious  enemy,  waited  on  him  with  an  address 
of  thanks,  for  the  perseverance  and  vigour  which 
he  had  displayed  in  the  protection  of  those  valu- 
able possessions.  The  answer  returned  by  his 
lordship  was  dignified  and  appropriate  ; perfectly 
consonant  to  the  greatness  of  his  character,  and  the 
patriotism  of  his  mind.  After  thanking  them,  in 
the  most  polite  and  modest  terms,  for  the  honour 
they  had  done  him ; he  added,  “ that  disappoint- 
ed as  he  was,  by  the  late  escape  which  the  enemy 
had  effected  from  him,  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 
take  upon  him  any  duty  his  sovereign  might  think 
proper  to  command,  or  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try appear  to  require.”  He  concluded  by  saying, 
“ I beg  leave  to  express  to  you,  and  the  commit- 
tee of  West-India  merchants,  the  great  satisfac 
tion  I feel  in  their  approbation  of  my  conduct.  It 
was,  I conceived,  perfectly  clear,  that  the  com- 
bined squadrons  were  gone  to  the  West  Indies, 
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and  therefore  it  became  my  duty  to  follow  them. 
But  I assure  you,  from  the  state  of  defence  in 
which  our  large  Islands  are  placed,  with  the  num- 
ber of  regular  troops,  a numerous,  well-disci- 
plined, and  zealous  militia,  I was  confident  not 
any  troops  which  their  combined  squadrons  could 
carry,  would  make  an  impression  upon,  any  of 
our  large  islands  before  a very  superior  force 
would  arrive  for  their  relief.” 

. Early  in  the  month  of  September,  positive  in- 
formation having  been  received  in  England,  that 
the  combined  fleet,  with  the  reinforcement  it  had 
experienced,  had  effected  their  entrahee  into  Ca- 
diz on  the  2 ist  of  August ; the  exertions  of  Britain 
were,  if  possible,  redoubled,  to  augment  the  force 
already  stationed  off  that  port  5 the  inferiority  of 
which  was  such,  that  it  might  be  said  to  have  been 
employed  rather  in  watching  the  motions  of  the 
enemy,  than  in  preventing  their  putting  to  sea. 
Early  in  the  month  of  September  the  Victory  was 
completely  refitted,  and  on  the^ch  dropped  down 
to  St.  Helens,  that  she  might  be  ready  to  sail  the 
instant  his  lordship  might  arrive.  The  confer* 
ences  with  the  admiralty  board,  as  to  the  future 
plan  of  operations,  and  other  necessary  arrange- 
ments, occupied  the  whole  of  his  lordship’s  time 
previous  to  his  quitting  London:  on  the  14th  he 
reached  Portsmouth  ; and  although  five  ships  of 
the  line  and  a frigate,  then  in  that  port,  were  un*» 
der  orders  to  join  him,  yet  as  they  were  not  com* 
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pletely  ready,  he  resolved  not  to  lose  a moment's 
time  in  waiting  for  them,  but  put  to  sea  on  the 
following  day,  accompanied  bv  the  Euryalus  fri- 
gate only.  When  off  Plymouth,  on  the  17th,  he 
was  joined  by  the  Ajax  and  the  Thunderer  of  74 
guns  each,  and  from  ttience  finally  proceeded 
with  all  expedition  towards  the  dreadful  scene 
of  his  future  glory. 

As  the  nature  of  the  service,  on  which  his  lord- 
ship  was  employed,  was,  perhaps,  more  import- 
ant, considering  all  its  circumstances,  than  any 
that  had  ever  before  occurred  in  the  naval  history 
of  Britain;  so  were  the  powers,  and  the  extent  of 
command  entrusted  to  him,  greater,  perhaps, 
than  had  ever  before  been  confided  to  any  naval 
commander  whatever.  Of  the  prudence  and  the 
activity  which  pervaded  his  lordship’s  conduct, 
the  proofs  had  been  innumerable;  and  the  know- 
ledge of  his  possessing  those  valuable  qualifica- 
tions, procured  the  most  unlimited  confidence  to 
be  reposed  in  him.  He  was  fully  empowered 

to  use  his  own  discretion  on  all  occasions,  and 

\ 

follow  the  enemy  even  to  the  most  distant  quarter 
of  the  world,  without  being,  on  that  account, 
subject  to  the  slightest  blame,  or  reprehension. 

On  his  arrival  off  Cadiz,  he  found  his  antago- 
nists, though  still  in  port,  most  actively  employed 
in  the  refitment  of  their  ships;  which  bore  every 
appearance, as  far  as  could  be  collected  from  obscr- 
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vation,  or  intelligence,  of  being  very  nearly  ready 
for  sea;  the  idea  of  a blockade  he  totally  dis- 
approved of ; lie  was  confident,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  enemy  to  push  for  the  Medi- 
terranean, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  together 
in  one  body  all  the  naval  force  possessed  by 
France  and  Spain  in  that  quarter,  and  forming  an 
immense  armament,  in  the  hope  of  overpowering 
any  opposition  that  could  be  made  to  it  by  Bri- 
tain. , This  project,  however  it  might  ultimately 
fail,  would,  if  carried  into  effect,  have  proved  ex- 
tremely injurious  he  interests  of  Britain  ; and 
the  system  of  blockade  would,  on  account  of  the 
extensive  force  necessary  to  be  employed,  have 
proved  little  less  ruinous,  if  required  to  be  ex- 
tended to  any  great  length  of  time.  His  lordship, 
therefore,  again  had  recourse  to  stratagem,  in  the 
hope  of  drawing  the  enemy  once  more  from  their 
lurking  place  of  security.  A frigate  was  constant- 
ly stationed  off  the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  communicating,  at  a moment’s  warning, 
any  motion  she  might  perceive  among  the  ships 
of  the  enemy : at  a more  remote  distance,  but 
still  within  sight  of  the  port,  a detachment  of 
several  ships  of  the  line  was  placed  in  con- 
stant readiness  to  act,  against  any  single  ships, 
or  small  squadrons,  that  might  attempt  to  push 
to  sea,  in  the  hope  of  eluding  the  vigilance  and 
observation,  of  their  naval  besiegers.  Between 
the  detachment  just  mentioned,  and  the  main 
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body  of  the  fleet,  with  which  his  lordship  re- 
mained ofF  Cape  St.  Mary’s,  a line  of  frigates  was 
posted,  sufficiently  close  to  each  other,  so  that  . 
they  could  communicate  by  signal ; and  by  these 
means,  hie  lordship  become  acquainted  with  any 
movement,  or  change  of  position  made  by  the 
enemy,  in  a few  minutes  after  it  had  taken  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  British  fleet,  as  well 
in  regard  to  its  numbers,  as  its  movements,  was 
completely  concealed  from  the  view  of  their 
antagonists^  .Lord  Nelson,  about  the  middle  of 
October,  received  advice,  that  by  the  unremitting 
assiduity  of  the  admiralty  board,  a squadron,  con* 
sisting  of  seven  ships  of  the  line,  was  on  its  way 
from  England,  as  an  additional  reinforcement; 
and  would,  to  a certainty,  join  him  in  one,  or  two 
days.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  hesitated 
not  to  detach  Rear-admiral  Louis  with  a fourth 
part  of  the  force  then  actually  under  his  com- 
mand, and  executed  the  measure  so  publickly 
and  openly,  that  his  allied  foes  became  perfect- 
ly well  acquainted  with  it;  hoping,  that  the  defal- 
cation of  his  strength  might  inspire  the  enemy 
with  confidence  in  their  own  superiority.  The 
event  completely  answered  his  expectation  : Yil- 
Jeneuve  put  to  sea  from  Cadiz  on  the  19th  ; a 
circumstance  that  gave  birth  to  the  greatest  event, 
that  ever  yet  graced  the  annals  of  Britain. 

The  most  laboured  narrative  would  but  de- 
grade its  importance  ; it  rests,  like  the  diamond, 
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solely  on  its  native  brilliancy,  and  needs  not  the 
mechanical  aid  of  literary  labour  to  enhance,  or 
embellish  it.  Let  then  that  narrative  speak  for 
itself.  • 

“ Euryalus,  off  Cape  Trafalgar, 
« sir,  October,  22,  1805. 

“The  ever  to  be  lamented  death  of  Vice-Admi- 
ral Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  who,  in  the  late  con- 
flict with  the  enemy,  fell  in  the  hour,  of  victory, 
leaves  to  me  the  duty  of  informing  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  19th 
instant  it  was  communicated  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  from  the  ships  watching  the  motions  of 
the  enemy  in  Cadiz,  that  the  combined  fleets  had 
put  to  seaj  as  they  sailed  with  light  winds  west- 
erly, his  Lordship  concluded  their  destination  was 
the  Mediterranean,  and  immediately  made  aU 
sail  for  the  Straits’  entrance,  with  the  British 
squadron,  consisting  of  twenty-seven  ships,  three 
©f  them  sixty-fours ; where  his  Lordship  was  in- 
formed by  Captain  Blackwood,  (whose  vigilance 
in  watching  and  giving  notice  of  the  enemy’s 
movements,  has  been  highly  meritorious,)  that 
they  had  not  yet  passed  the  Straits. 

On  Monday  the  21st  instant,  at  day-light,  when 
Cape  Trafalgar  bore  E.  by  S.  about  seven  leagues, 
the  enemy  was  discovered  six  or  seven  miles  to 
the  eastward,  the  wind  about  west,  and  very 
light.  The  Commander  in  Chief  immediately 
made  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to  bear  up  in  two 
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columns,  as  they  formed  in  the  order  of  sailing  $ 
a mode  of  attack  his  lordship  had  previously 
directed  *,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  and  delay 

•The  same  grand  energy  of  mind,  so  strongly  discernible  in 
every  act  of  his  lordship's  life,  never  shone  forth  with  greater 
brilliancy  than  in  the  arrangements  he  made,  and  the  order* 
he  issued,  preparatory  to  the  great  impending  contest.  The 
tenor  of  those  orders,  incontrovertibly  strengthens  the  opinion 
we  have  already  promulged,  that  his  lordship  was  the  first 
man,  whose  abilities  soaring  fat  above  the  common  trammels 
of  prejudice,  rendered  the  system  of  naval  encounter  an 
absolute  science.  This,  we  believe,  was  never  before  at- 
tempted by  any  of  the  greatest'  naval  characters  that  have 
preceded  him.  It  remained  for  Lord  Nelson  to  form  an 
indissoluble  union  between  gallantry  and  ability  ; an  union, 
which  Britain  may  hail  as  the  source  of  future  victories ; and 
to  which  she  may  resort,  on  all  subsequent  occasions,  to  pre- 
serve her  from  the  assaults  of  any  congregated  foe  that  may 
attempt  to  oppress  her. 

Memorandum. 

“ Victory,  off  Cadiz,  Oct.  to,  1805. 

“ Thinking  it  almost  impossible  to  bring  a fleet  of  forty 
tail  of  the  line  into  battle,  in  variable  winds,  thick  weather, 
and  other  circumstances  which  must  occur,  without  such  a less 
of  time,  that  the  opportunity  would  probably  be  lost,  of 
bringing  the  enemy  to  battle,  in  such  a manner  as  to  make  the 
business  decisive,  I have  therefore  made  up  my  mind,  to  keep 
the  fleet  in  that  position  of  sailing,  with  the  exception  of  the 
first  and  second  in  command,  that  the  order  of  sailing  is  to  be 
the  order  of  the  battle ; placing  the  fleet  in  two  lines,  of  sixteen 
ships  each,  with  an  advanced  squadron  of  eight  of  the  fastest 
sailing  two- decked  ships,  which  will  always  make,  if  wanted, 
a line  of  twenty-four  sail,  on  which  ever  line  the  commander 
in  chief  may  diixct.  The  second  in  command  will,  after  my 


' Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


99  3 

in  forming  a line  of  battle  in  the  usual  manner. 
The  enemy’s  line  consisted  of  thirty-three  ships, 

intentions  are  made  known  to  him,  have  the  entire  direction 
of  his  line,  to  make  the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  to  follow 
up  the  blow,  until  they  are  captured  or  destroyed.  If  the 
enemy’s  fleet  are  seen  to  windward  in  line  of  battle,  and  that 
the  two  lines  and  advanced  squadron  could  fetch  them,  they 
will  probably  be  so  extended,  that  their  van  could  not  succour 
their  rear.  I should  therefore,  probably,  make  the  second  in 
command’s  signal  to  lead  through  about  the  twelfth  ship  from 
their  rear,  or  wherever  he  could  fetch,  if  not  able  to  get  so 
far  advanced  ; my  line  would  lead  through  about  their  centre, 
and  the  advanced  squadron  two,  three,  or  four  ships  a- head  of 
their  centre,  so  as  to  ensure  getting  at  their  commander  iu 
chief,  whom  every  effort  must  be  made  to  capture.  The 
whole  impression  of  the  British  fleet  musj  be  to  overpower 
from  two  or  three  ships  a-head  of  their  commander  in  chief, 
supposed  to  be  their  centre,  10  the  iear  of  their  fleet.  1 will 
suppose  twenty  sail  of  the  line  to  be  untouched,  it  must  be 
some  time  before  they  could  perform  a manoeuvre  to  bring 
their  force  compact  to  attack  any  part  of  the  British  fleet,  or 
succour  their  own  ships,  which  indeed  would  be  impossible, 
without  mixing  with  the  ships  engaged.  The  enemy’a  fleet 
is  supposed  to  consist  of  forty-six  sail  of  the  line,  British 
forty  ; if  either  is  less,  only  a proportion  of  the  enemy  to  be 
cut  off ; British  to  be  one  fourth  superior  to  the  enemy  cut 
off ; something  must  be  left  to  chance.  Nothing  is  sure 
in  a sea-fight  beyond  all  others  ; shots  will  carry  away  masts 
and  yards  of  friends  as  well  as  foes;  but  1 look  with  confi. 
dence  to  a victory  before  the  van  of  the  enemy  could  succour 
their  rear  ; and  thee,  that  the  British  fleet  would  be  ready  to 
receive  the  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  or  to  pursue  them,  should 
they  endeavour  to  make  off.  If  the  van  of  the  enemy  tacks, 
the  captured  ships  must  run  to  leeward  of  the  British  fleet. 
If  the  enemy  wear,  the  British  fleet  must  place  themselves 
between  the  enemy  and  the  captured,  and  disabled  British 
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(of  which  eighteen  were  French  and  fifteen 
Spanish),  commanded  in  chief  by  Admiral  Ville- 

ships  ; and  should  the  enemy  close,  I have  no  fear  as  to  the 
result.  The  second  in  command  will,  in  all  possible  things, 
direct  the  movements  of  his  line,  by  keeping  them  as  com* 
pact  as  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  will  admit.  Captains 
are  to  look  to  their  particular  line  as  their  rallying  point ; 
but  in  case  signals  cannot  be  seen,  or  clearly  understood, 

HO  CAPTAIN  CAN  DO  WRONG  IF  ME  PLACES  HIS  SHIP 
ALONGSIDE  THAT  OF  AN  ENIMT. 

«...  f Advanced  squadron  - 8 

®r:.,1.sh  J Weather  line  . * .6 

D,v“10n*  [Lee  line  ...  ,6 

Enemy  - - 46 

* The  Divisions  of  the  British  fleet  will  be  brought  nearly 
within  gun-shot  of  the  enemy’s  centre  ; the  signal  will  most 
probably  then  be  made  for  the  lee  line  to  bear  up  together,  to 
act  all  their  sails,  even  their  steering  sails,  in  order  to  get  as 
quickly  as  .possible  to  the  enemy’s  line,  and  to  cut  through, 
beginning  at  the  twelfth  ship  from  the  enemy’s  rear.  Some 
ships  may  not  get  through  their  expected  place,  but  they  will 
always  be  at  hard  to  assist  their  friends.  If  any  are  thrown 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  they  will  complete  the  business  of 
twelve  sail  of  the  enemy.  Should  the  enemy  wear  together, ' 
or  bear  up  and  sail  large,  still  the  twelve  ships,  composing  in 
the  first  position  the  enemy’s  rear,  are  to  be  the  object  of 
attack  of  the  lee  line,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  which  is  scarcely  to  be  expected,  as  the 
entire  management  of  the  lee  line,  after  the  intentions  of  tie 
commander  in  chief  arc  signified,  is  intended  to  be  left  to  the 
admiral  commanding  that  line.  The  remainder  of  the 
enemy's  fleet,  thirty-five  sail  of  the  line,  are  to  be  left  to  the 
management  of  the  commander  in  chief,  who  will  endeavour 
to  take  care,  that  the  movements  of  the  second  in  command 
arc  as  little  interrupted  as  possible. 

“ Nelson  and  Bront*.’’ 
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neuve.  The  Spaniards,  under  the  direction  of 
Gravina,  wore,  with  their  heads  to  the  northward, 
and  formed  their  line  of  battle  with  great  close- 
ness and  correctness  ; but  as  the  mode  of  attack 
was  unusual,  so  the  structure  of  their  line  was 
new ; it  formed  a crescent,  convexing  to  leeward ; 
so  that,  in  leading  down  to  their  centre,  I had 
both  the  van  and  rear  abaft  the  beam.  Before 
the  fire  opened,  every  alternate  ship  was  about 
a cable’s  length  to  windward  of  her  second  a- 
head  and  a-stem,  forming  a kind  of  double  line, 
and  appeared,  when  on  their  beam,  to  leave  a 
very  little  interval  between  them  j and  this  with- 
out crowding  their  ships.  Admiral  Villeneuvc 
was  in  the  Bucentaure,  in  the  centre,  and  the 
Prince  of  Asturias,  bore  Gravina’s  flag  in  the 
rear ; but  the  French  and  Spanish  ships  were 
mixed,  without  any  apparent  regard  to  order  of 
national  squadron.  As  the  mode  of  our  attack 
had  been  previously  determined  on,  and  com- 
municated to  the  flag-officers  and  captains,  few 
signals  were  necessary,  and  none  were  made  ex- 
cept to  direct  close  order  as  the  lines  bore  down. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  in  the  Victory  led  the 
weather  column,  and  the  Royal  Sovereign,  which 
bore  my  flag,  the  lee. 

The  action  began  at  twelve  o’clock,  by  the 
leading  ships  of  the  columns  breaking  through 
the  enemy’s  line,  the  Commander  in  Chief  about 
the  tenth  ship  from  the  van,  the  second  in  com- 
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mand  about  the  twelfth  from  the  rear,  leaving  the 
van  of  the  enemy  unoccupied ; the  succeeding 
ships  breaking  through  in  all  parts  a-stern  of 
their  leaders,  and  engaging  the  enemy  at  the 
muzzles  of  their  guns.  The  conflict  was  severe  ; 
the  enemy’s  ships  were  fought  with  a gallantry 
highly  honourable  to  their  officers : but  the  at- 
tack on  them  was  irresistible  ; and  it  pleased  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  all  events  to  grant  his 
Majesty’s  arms  a complete  and  glorious  victory. 
About  three  P.  M.,  many  of  the  enemy’s  ships 
having  struck  their  colours,  their  line  gave  way. 
Admiral  Gravina,  with  ten  ships,  joining  their 
frigates  to  leeward,  stood  towards  Cadiz.  The 
five  headmost  ships  in  their  van  tacked,  and 
standing  to  the  southward,  to  windward  of  the 
British  line,  were  engaged,  and  the,  Bternmost  of 
them  taken ; the  others  went  off,  leaving  to  his 
Majesty’s  squadron  nineteen  ships  of  the  line,  (of 
which  two  are  first  rates,  the  Santissima  Trini- 
dada,  and  the  Santa  Anna),  with  three  flag  offi- 
cers ; viz.  Admiral  Villeneuve,  the  commander  in 
chief ; Don  Ignatio  Maria  d’Aliva,  Vice-Admi- 
ral ; and  the  Spanish  Rear-Admiral,  Don  Balta- 
zar  Hidalgo  Cisneros. 

After  such  a victory,  it  may  appear  unnecessary 
to  enter  into  encomiums  on  the  particular  parts 
taken  by  the  several  commanders ; the  conclu- 
sion says  more  on  the  subject  than  I have  lan- 
guage to  express ; the  spirit  which  animated  all 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


i I 

v' 


**lt/  , 


4 $ 

I \ % 4f> 

* J i * / s 

s T »■■  t / s ‘ .. 

* ‘ *M 


i 


» 


g •$ 

| ». 


{ 

4l  *,1  | / |.  *ff$  I | 

■ ?li  A + ** 

.A**  ^ 


I 

| 

4 


i r 4 


^ 5 

1 ^ 


•s  H /"  | 
■ *■ 


, , .,  . | 4 

|f  | 

» Sui  table  -rr  >SS  t 


I < 

4*4|,i 

4 

r 


" ;< 
n^mbtabUjrc.  ^ 

<**3&  i 


« •»  V ,Si 

5 ST’ 


/<#%, ) 

-c*  Y 5 


]'•• 
£ J 
ft  | 


4^ 


¥ 

J* ' *vv>  t 

i A*tkf  f 
I y-  yy*^  | 

«!  /,/*  - 


#4^  4 


* « * 4| 

^ f 4^ 


■? 

A. 

* 


K 

U 

w 

as 

SI 

sis 


4 * 

I .] 


> > f 
* / I 4r 
& >. 


SS 

V 

3 


5 * 


I 


a 

i 

I 


& 

iS 


Digitized  by  Google 


M HJ)+fym<tiru£j.  /««  j.tA'f? 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VtSCOCNT  NELSON.  397 

was  the  same ; when  all  exert  themselves  zea- 
lously in  their  country’s  service,  all  deserve  that 
their  high  merits  should  stand  recorded  ; and 
never  was  high  merit  more  conspicuous  than  in 
the  battle  I have  described. 

The  Achille,  a French  74,  by  some  mis- 
management of  the  Frenchmen,  after  her  Sur- 
render, took  fire,  and  blew  up  : two  hundred 
of  her  men  were  saved  by  the  tenders. 

A circumstance  occurred  during  the  action, 
which  so  strongly  marks  the  invincible  spirit  of 
British  seamen,  when  engaging  the  enemies  of 
their  country,  that  I cannot  resist  the  pleasure  I 
have  in  making  it  known  to  their  Lordships. 
The  Temeraire  was  boarded  by  accident,  or  de- 
sign, by  a French  ship  on  one  side,  and  a Spaniard 
on  the  other ; the  contest  was  vigorous ; but  in 
the  end,  the  combined  ensigns  were  torn  from 
the  poop,  and  the  British  hoisted  in  their  places. 

Such  a battle  could  not  be  fought  without 
sustaining  a great  loss  of  men.  1 have  not  only 
to  lament,  in  common  with  the  British- Navy  and 
the  British  Nation,  in  the  fall  of  the  Commander, 
ih  Chief,  the  loss  of  a hero,  whose  name  will  be 
immortal,  and  his  memory  ever  dear  to  his  coun- 
try ; but  my  heart  is  rent  with  the  most  poignant 
grief  for  the  death  of  a friend,  to  whom,  by  many 
years’  intimacy,  and  a perfect  knowledge  of  the 
virtues  of  his  mind,  which  inspired  ideas  superior 
to  the  common  race  of  men,  I was  bound  by  the 
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strongest  ties  of  affection ; a grief  to  which  even 
the  glorious  occasion  in  which  he  fell,  does  not 
bring  the  consolation  which  perhaps  it  ought : 
his  Lordship  received  a musket  ball  in  his  left 
breast,  about  the  middle  of  the  action,  and  sent 
an  officer  to  me  immediately  with  his  last  fare- 
well ; and  soon  afterwards  expired*.” 

* Extract  from  the  Log  Book  of  his  Majesty’s  Ship 
Victory. 

* “ Tuesday,  October  zz,  1805. 

" Light  airs  and  cloudy,  standing  towards  the  enemy’s  van 
with  all  sail  set.  At  four  minutes  past  twelve  opened  our  fire 
on  the  enemy’s  van,  in  passing  down  their  line.  At  twenty 
minutes  past  twelve,  in  attempting  to  pass  through  the 
enemy’s  line,  fell  on  board  the  tenth  and  eleventh  ships,  when 
the  action  became  general.  About  fifteen  minutes  after  one, 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viscount  Nelson,  and  commander  in 
chief,  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  At  ih.  30m.  the 
Redoubtable  having  struck  her  colours,  we  ceased  firing  our 
starboard  guns,  but  continued  engaging  the  Santissima  Tri- 
nidad.!, and  some  of  the  enemy’s  ships  on  the  larboard  side. 
Observed  the  Temeraire  between  the  Redoubtable  and 
another  French  ship  of  the  line,  both  of  which  had  struck. 
Observed  the  Royal  Sovereign,  with  the  loss  of  her  main  and 
mizen  masts,  and  several  of  the  enemy’s  ships  round  her  dis- 
masted. At  3h.  tom.  observed  four  sail  of  the  enemy’s  van. 
rack,  and  stand  along  our  line  to  windward ; fired  our  lar- 
board guns  at  those  within  reach.  At  3I1.  40m.  made  the 
signal  for  our  ships  to  keep  their  wind,  and  engage  the 
enemy's  van  coming  along  our  weather  line.  At  4b.  1 5m. 
the  Spanish  Rear-Admiral  to  windward  (truck  to  some  of  our 
ships  which  had  tacked  after  them.  Observed  one  of  the 
enemy’s  ships  blow  up,  and  fourteen  sail  of  the  enemy’s  ships 
•tanding  towards  Cadiz;  three  sail  of  the  enemy’s  ships 
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' I have  also  to  lament  the  loss  of  those  excel- 
lent officers.  Captains  Duff  of  the  Mars,  and 
Cooke  of  the  Bellerophon  ; I have  yet  heard  of 
none  others. 

I fear  the  numbers  that  have  fallen  will  be 
found  very  great  when  the  returns  come  to  me  ; 
but  it  having  blown  a gale  of  wind  ever  since  the 
action,  1 have  not  yet  had  it  in  my  power  to  col- 
lect any  reports  from  the  ships. 

The  Royal  Sovereign  having  lost  her  masts, 
except  the  tottering  foremast,  I called  the  Eury- 
alus  to  me,  while  the  action  continued,  which 

standing  to  the  southward  ; partial  firing  continued  till  4I1. 
4o;n.  when  a victory  having  beeen  reported  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Nelson,  K.B.  commander  in  chief,  he  then  died 
of  his  wounds.  At  five  the  mizen-mast  fell  about  ten  feet 
above  the  poop  ; the  lower  mast  yards,  and  bowsprit  all 
crippled  ; rigging  and  sails  very  much  cut.  The  ships  around 
us  very  much  crippled.  Several  of  our  ships  pursuing  the 
enemy  to  leeward,  and  our  Vice-Admiral  Collingwood’s  Hag 
flying  on  board  his  Majesty’s  ship  Euryalui,  and  some  of  out 
ships  taking  possession  of  the  prizes.  Struck  top-gallant- 
masts,  got  up  runners  and  tackles  to  secure  the  lower  masts ; 
employed  clearing  the  wreck  of  the  yards  and  rigging  ; wore 
ship,  and  sounded  in  thirty- two  fathom,  sandy  bottom.  Stood 
to  the  southward  under  the  remnant  of  t ie  fore  sail  and 
main-lop-sail ; sounded  from  nineteen  to  thirteen  fathom;  at 
midnight  moderate  breeds*,  and  cloudy.  At  ah.  30m.  wore 
ship,  at  daylight  saw^Tr  fleet  and  prizes,  forty  sail,  in  sight ; 
still  closing  w iUp^tir  fleet ; at  six  Cape  Trafalgar  bore  S.E. 
by  E.,  distant'lour  or  five  leagues  ; at  6h.  30m.  taw  three  of 
the  enemy’s  ships  standing  towards  Cadiz. 
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ship  lying  within  hail,  made  my  signals,  a service 
• Captain  Blackwood*  performed  with  great  atten- 

* This  gallant  officer  is  the  descendant  of  an  Irish  family, 
being  a younger  son  of  the  late  Sir  John  Blackwood,  Bart, 
whose  widow  was,  on  the  30th  of  July,  1800,  created  a peer- 
ess of  that  kingdom,  by  the  title  of  Baroness  Dufferin  and 
Claneboy,  of  Ballyleidy  and  Killileah,  in  the  county  of  Down, 
with  remainder  of  the  barony  to  her  heirs  male.  On  his  first 
entrance  into  the  naval  service,  he  had  the  happinsssof  profit, 
ing  by  the  professional  knowledge  of  Admiral  Macbridc,  and, 
during  the  war  with  America,  experienced  frequent  opportuni- 
ties of  reducing  to  practice  what  he  had  before  studied  theoreti- 
cally, having  been  engaged  in  several  brilliant  actions.  After- 
having  served  under  various  commanders,  he  was  appointed 
signal  midshipman  on  board  the  Royal  Charlotte,  the  flag- 
ship of  Lord  Howe,  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  armament,  and 
was  by  him  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  In  the  action 
of  the  ad  of  June,  r 794,  he  was  first  lieutenant  of  the  Invin- 
cible of  74  guns,  and  on  the  return  of  the  fleet  to  Portsmouth 
was  made  master  and  commander,  and  appointed  to  the 
Mtegera  fire-ship,  from  which  he  was  afterwards  advanced 
to  be  acting  captain  of  the  Brilliant,  of  28  guns.  In  this 
ship  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  gallant  conduct  in  an  en- 
counter with  two  French  frigates  of  superior  force,  each  of 
them  mounting  44  guns,  which  he  engaged  with  so  much 
success  as  to  compel  his  enemies  to  desist  from  their  attack. 
As  a reward  for  his  conduct  on  the  preceding  occasion,  he 
was  raised' to  the  rank  of  post  captain  in  the  year  1795,  and 
commissioned  to  the  Penelope,  a frigate  on  service  in  the 
Mediterranean,  in  which  he  continued  for  some  time.  Being 
stationed  by  Lord  Nelson  off  Malta,  ^his  -zeal  and  assiduity 
were  displayed  in  the  highest  degree.  Jjy  his  exertion  and 
gallant  perseverance,  le  Guillaume  Tell,  whiq£  had  escaped 
from  the  battle  of  Aboukir,  and  taken  shelter  in  Malta,  from 
which  post  she  attempted  to  elude  the  watchful  vigilance  of 
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tion.  After  the  action  I shifted  my  flag  to  her, 
that  I might  more  easily  communicate  my  orders 
to,  and  collect  the  ships,  and  towed  the  Royal 

I 

the  British  commanders,  was  arrested  in  her  course,  and  not- 
withstanding her  manifest  superiority,  was  attacked  by  the 
Penelope  so  advantageously,  that  it  may  not  be  too  much  to 
say,  he  was  at  least  the  primary  instrument  ofher  capture.  He 
afterwards  served  with  equal  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to 
his  country  under  Lord  Keith,  on  the  coast  of  Egypt.  In  the 
year  1799,  he  sailed  with  a convoy  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
in  February  1800,  took  a Spanish  zebec,  mounting  18  guns, 
off  Malaga.  In  the  year  1803  he  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Euryalus,  in  which  frigate  he  accompanied  Lord 
Nelson  from  Portsmouth  to  the  late  scene  of  glory  off  Cape 
Trafalgar.  In  this  action  he  had  his  full  share  of  duty,  so  far 
as  his  station  in  a frigate  permitted,  and  he  acquitted  himself 
with  a gallantry  that  called  forth  the  highest  approbation  of 
his  deceased  commander  in  chief,  Lord  Nelson,  and  his  succes- 
sor, Lord  Collingwood.  On  the  Royal  Sovereign  being  di»- 
ma«ted,the  latter  hoisted  his  flag  on  board  the  Euryalus,  which 
took  her  in  tow,  and  assisted  her  to  heave  her  head  round, 
by  which  means  she  gave  the  Santa  Anna,  her  opponent,  a 
broadside,  that  drove  her  side  almost  ip.  During  the  heat  of 
the  action  Captain  Blackwood  rowed  down  in  his  own  boat 
between  the  two  contending  fleets  in  order  to  learn  the  situ- 
ation of  Lord  Nelson,  and  is  said  to  have  got  on  board  the 
Victory  through  one  of  the  ports,  at  the  time  she  was  engaged 
with  the  Santissima  Trinidada : nor  were  his  services  discon- 
tinued with  the  engagement,  he  being  appointed  to  carry  on 
the  communication  which  took  place  between  the  British  Ad- 
miral, and  the  Governor  of  Cadiz, relative  to  the  distribution 
of  the  prisoners  and  wounded  men.  In  that  employment  he 
fully  justified  the  trust  confided  to  him,  and  gained  not  only  the 
approbation  of  bis  country,  but  $he  esteem  of  the  enemy. 
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Sovereign  out  to  seaward.  The  whole  fleet  were 
now  in  a very  perilous  situation  ; many  dismast- 
ed ; all  shattered ; in  thirteen  fathom  water,  off 
the  shoals  of  Trafalgar;  and  when  I made  the 
signal  to  prepare  to  anchor,  few  of  the  ships  had 
an  anchor  to  let  go,  their  cables  being  shot ; but 
the  same  good  Providence  which  aided  us 
through  such  a day,  preserved  us  in  the  night, 
by  the  wind  shifting  a few  points,  and  drifting 
•the  ships  off  the  land,  except  four  "of  the  cap- 
tured dismasted  ships,  which  are  now  at  anchor 
off  Trafalgar,  and  I hope  will  ride  safe  until  ■ 
those  gales  are  over. 

“ Having  thus  detailed  the  proceedings  of  the 
fleet  on  this  occasion,  I beg  to  congratulate  their 
lordships  on  a victory  which,  I hope,  will  add  a 
. ray  to  the  glory  of  his  Majesty’s  crown,  and  be 
attended  with  public  benefit  to  our  country. 

“ I am,  &c. 

(Signed,)  C.  Collingwood.” 

“ William  Marsden,  Esq.” 

“ The  order  in  which  the  British  Squadron  at- 
tacked the  Combined  Fleets  on  the  21st  of 


October,  1805. 

VAN. 

REAR. 

Victory 

Royal  Sovereign 

Temeraire 

Mars 

Neptune 

Belleisle 

Conqueror 

Tonnant 

Leviathan 

Bellerophon 
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VAN. 

REAR. 

Ajax 

Colossus 

Orion 

Achille 

Agamemnon 

Polyphemus 

Minotaur 

Revenge 

Spartiate 

Swifts  ure 

Britannia 

Defence 

Africa 

Thunderer 

FRIGATES. 

Defiance 

F.uryalus 

Prince 

Sirius 

Dreadnought 

Phoebe 

Naiad 

Pickle  Schooner 

Entreprenante  Cutter 

(Signed)  “ C.  Colli nowood.** 

“ GENERAL  ORDER, 

\ * 

“ Euryalus,  October  22,  1805. 

“ The  ever  to  be  lamented  death  of  Lord  Vis* 
count  Nelson,  Duke  of  Bronte,  the  commander 
in  chief,  who  fell  in  the  action  of  the  21st,  in  the 
arms  of  victory,  covered  with  glory,  whosd 
memory  will  be  ever  dear  to  the  British  Navy, 
and  the  British  Nation ; whose  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  his  king,  and  for  the  interests  of  his 
country,  will  be  ever  held  up  as  a shining  exam- 
pie  for  a British  seaman — leaves  to  me  a duty 
to  return  my  thanks  to  the  Right  Hon.  Rear- 
Admiral,  the  Captains,  Officers,  Seamen,  and 
detachments  of  Royal  Marines  serving  on  board 
d d 2 
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his  Majesty’s  squadron  now  under  my  command, 
for  their  conduct  on  that  day  ; but  where  can  I 
find  language  to  express  my  sentiments  of  the 
valour  and  skill  which  were  displayed  by  the 
officers,  the  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  battle 
with  the  enemy,  where  every  individual  appeared 
an  Hero,  on  whom  the  glory  of  his  country  de- 
pended ! the  attack  was  iiresistible,  and  the 
issue  of  it  adds  to  the  page  of  naval  annals  a bril- 
liant instance  of  what  Britons  can  do,  when  their 
king  and  country  need  their  assistance. 

“ To  the  Right  Honourable  Rear-Admiral  the 
Earl  of  Northesk,  to  the  Captains,  Officers,  and 
Seamen,  and  to  the  Officers,  Non-commissioned 
Officers,  and  Privates  of  the  Royal  Marines,  I 
beg  to  give  my  sincere  and  hearty  thanks  for  their 
highly  meritorious  conduct,  both  in  the  action, 
and  in  their  zeal  and  activity  in  bringing  the 
captured  ships  out  from  the  perilous  situation  in 
which  they  were,  after  their  surrender,  among 
the  shoals  of  Trafalgar,  in  boisterous  weather. 

“ And  I desire  that  thfc  respective  Captains  will 
be  pleased  to  communicate  to  the  Officers,  Sea- 
men, and  Royal  Marines,  this  public  testimony 
of  my  high  approbation  of  their  conduct,  and 
my  thanks  for  it. 

(Signed)  **  C.  Collingwood.” 
“ To  the  Rt.  Hon.  Rear-Admiral 
. the  Earl  of  Northesk,  and  the 

respective  Captains  and  Com- 
► manders.” 
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“ GENERAL  ORDER.  1 

“ The  Almighty  God,  whose  arm  is  strength, 
having  of  his  great  mercy  been  pleased  to  crown 
the  exertions  of  his  Majesty’s  fleet  with  success, 
in  giving  them  a complete  victory  over  their  ene- 
mies on  the  2 isc  of  this  month ; and  that  all  praise 
and  thanksgiving  may  be  offered  up  to  the  Throne 
of  Grace  for  the  great  benefits  to  our  country 
and  to  mankind, 

“ I have  thought  proper  that  a day  should  be 
appointed  of  general  humiliation  before  God, 
and  thanksgiving  for  this  his  merciful  goodness, 
imploring  forgiveness  of  sins,  a continuation  of  his 
divine  mercy,  and  his  constant  aid  to  us,  in  the 
defence  of  our  country’s  liberties  and  laws,  with* 
out  which  the  utmost  efforts  of  man  are  nought } 
and  direct  therefore  that  *be  appointed  fat 
this  holy  purpose. 

“ Given  on  board  the  Euryalus,  off  Cape  Tra* 
falgar,  22d  October,  1805. 

(Signed)  “ C.  Collingwood,” 
“To  the  respective  Captains 
and  Commanders.” 

“ N.  B.  The  fleet  having  been  dispersed  in  a 
gale  of  wind,  no  day  has  yet  been  able  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  above  purpose,” 

“ Euryalus,  off  Cadiz, 
“sir,  October  24,  1805. 

“ In  my  letter  of  the  tzd,  I detailed  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  Lords  Comissioners  of  thq 
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Admiralty,  the  proceedings  of  his  Majesty’s 
.squadron  on  the  day  of  the  action,  and  that  pre- 
ceding it,  since  which  I have  had  a continued 
.series  of  misfortunes,  but  they  are  of  a kind  that 
human  prudence  could  not  possibly  provide 
■gainst,  or  my  skill  prevent. 

On  the  2td,  in  the  morning,  a strong  southerly 
wind  blew,  with  squally  weather,  which  however  did 
not  prevent  the  activity  of  the  officers  and  seamen 
of  such  ships  as  were  manageable  frqm  getting  hold 
of  many  of  the  prizes  (thirteen  or  fourteen),  and 
towing  them  off  to  the  westward,  where  I order- 
ed them  to  rendezvous  round  the  Royal  Sove- 
jeign,  in  tow  by  the  Neptune  : but  on  the  23d 
the  gale  increased,  and  the  sea  ran  so  high,  that 
many  of  them  broke  the  tow  rope,  and  drifted 
far  to  leeward  before  they  were  got  hold  of 
again  ; and  some  of  them  taking  advantage  of  the 
dark  and  boisterous  night,  got  before  the  wind, 
and  have  perhaps  drifted  upon  the  shore  and 
sunk : on  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  remnant 
of  the  combined  fleet,  tea  sail  of  ships,  who  had 
not  been  much  engaged,  stood  up  to  leeward  of 
my  shattered  and  straggled  charge,  as  if  meaning 
to  attack  them, which  obliged  me  to  collect  a force 
■ out  of  the  least  injured  ships,  and  form  to  lee- 
ward for  their  defence*  all  this  retarded  the  pro- 
gress of  the  hulks,  and  the  bad  weather  continu- 
ing, determined  me  to  destroy  all  the  leewardmost 
that  could  be  cleared  of  the  men,  considering 
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that  keeping  possession  of  the  ships  was  a matter  of 
little  consequence  compared  with  the  chance  of  their 
falling  again  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  : but  even 
this  was  an  arduous  task  in  the  high  sea  which 
was  running.  1 hope,  however,  it  has  been  ac- 
complished to  a considerable  extent  i I entrusted 
it  to  skilful  officers,  who  would  spare  no  pains  to 
execute  what  was  possible.  The  Captains  of 
the  Prince  and  Neptune  cleared  the  Trinidad, 
and  sunk  her.  Captains  Hope,  Baynton,  and 
Malcolm,  who  joined  the  fleet  this  moment  from 
Gibraltar,  had  the  charge  of  destroying  four 
others.  -The  Redoubtable  sunk  a-stern  of  the 
Swiftsure,  while  in  tow.  The  Santa  Anna  I 
have  no  doubt  is  sunk,  as  her  side  was  almost 
entirely  beat  in  ; and  such  is  the  shattered  con- 
dition of  the  whole  of  them,  that  unless  the  wea- 
ther moderates,  I doubt  whether  I shall  be  able 
to  carry  a ship  of  them  into  port  *.  I hope  their 

* Notwithstanding  the  modesty  and  apprehensions  of  his  lord- 
ship, the  activity  and  perseverance  o&  the  British  officers  and 
seamen  enabled  them  to  preserve  one  French  and  three  Spa- 
nish ships,  of  seventy-four  guns  each ; the  Kayo,  a Spanish 
first-rate,  one  of  the  squadron,  which  came  a second  time  out 
of  Cadiz  under  Admiral  Gravina,  in  the  hopes  of  rescuing 
some  of  the  prizes  from  the  possession  of  their  captors,  was 
on  that  occasion  dismasted,  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Bii- 

t 

tish,  but  was  afterwards  unhappily  lost  ; so  that  a’though  the 
Santa  Anna,  and  some  other  ships,  contrived  to  effect  their 
retreat  into  Cadiz,  notwithstanding  their  actual  surrender,  yet 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  in  the  battle  itself,  and  on  the  two  fol- 
lowing days,  amounted  to  nineteen  ships,  none  of  them  mount- 
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lordships  will  approve  of  what  I (having  only  in 
consideration  the  destruction  of  the  enemy’s  fleet) 
have  thought  a measure  of  absolute  necessity. 

t(  I have  taken  Admiral  Villeneuve  into  this 
ship;  Vice-Admiral  Don  Alivaisdead.  Whenever 
the  temper  of  the  weather  will  permit,  and  I can 
spare  a frigate,  (for  there  were  only  four  in  the 
action  with  the  fleet,  Euryalus,  Sirius,  Phcebe, 
and  Naiad  ; the  Melpomene  joined  the  22d,  and 
the  Eurydice  and  Scout  the  23d),  I shall  collect 
the  other  flag  officers,  and  send  them  to  Eng- 
land with  their  flags,  (if  they  do  not  all  go  to 
the  bottom),  to  be  laid  at  his  Majesty’s  feet. 

“ There  were  four  thousand  troops  embarked, 
under  the  command  of  General  Contamin,  who 
was  taken  with  Admiral  Villeneuve  in  the  Bu- 
centaure. 

“ I am.  Sir,  &c. 

(Signed)  u C.  Collingwood 

ing  less  than  74  guns.  To  these  may  be  added,  as  a conse- 
quence resulting  from  the  same  brilliant  source,  the  squadron 
consisting  of  one  of  80,  and  three  of  74  guns  each,  tsken 
with  Rear-Admiral  Dumanoir,  by  the  squadron  under  Sir 
R.  Strachan. 

* VICI-ADMIRaL  IORD  COLMNGWOCD 

Was  the  relative  of  Commodore  Thomas  Collingwood, 
who,  after  having  served  with  the  most  distinguished  re- 
putation on  the  West  India  station,  under  the  late  Vice- 
Admiral  Byron,  and  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney,  after- 
ward* Lord  Rodney,  was  compelled  to  return  to  England 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  but  unhappily  died  at  sea? 
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Of  an  event  so  recent,  so  great,  so  unparal- 
Jeled,  a myriad  of  anecdotes  and  circumstances 

when  on  his  passage  home,  on  the  ad  of  June  17801  The 
nobie  Lord,  of  whom  we  are  speaking,  appears  to  have  been, 
from  his  earliest  years,  connected  not  only  in  service,  but 
ip  the  closest  ties  of  intimacy,  and  affection,  with  the  late 
Lord  Viscount  Nelson.  Numerous,  and  indeed  innumerable 
are  the  testimonies  rendered  by  the  deceased  hero  to  the 
abilities,  the  goodness,  the  intrinsic  worth  of  the  survivor; 
he  constantly  named  him  with  the  affection,  not  merely  of 
a friend,  but  of  a brother.  The  intimacy  commenced  in 
their  earliest  youth  ; and  continued  unabated,  unalloyed,  till 
the  death  of  one  friend  left  nothing  to  the  survivor,  but  to 
mourn  unceasingly  the  loss  he  had  sustained  ; aggravated,  if 
possible,  by  his  private  feelings,  beyond  that  which  the 
rest  of  his  country' were  compelled  to  feel  in  sorrow,  and  in 
silence.  After  the  requisite  probation  and  service  in ' the 
subordinate  capacity  of  lieutenant,  he  was  appointed  to  be 
(Commander  of  the  Badger  sloop  of  war ; and  singular  as  it  , 
may  be  thought,  when  compared  to  the  subsequent  events  of 
)iis  life,  was  the  successor  of  the  late  Lord  Viscount  Nelson 
in  the  command  of  that  vessel.  In  the  following  year,  1780, 
he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  post  captain,  but  met  with  no 
opportunity  of  displaying  that  gallantry,  good  conduct,  and 
zeal  for  the  service  of  his  country,  which  has  ever  been  con- 
spicuous, in  every  action  of  his  life,  where  the  smallest  op- 
portunity appeared  to  present  itself,  of  his  displaying  either, 
or  all  of  them.  In  the  encounter  of  the  first  of  June,  1794, 
between  the  British  fleet  commanded  by  the  late  Earl  Howe, 
and  that  of  France,  he  served  as  Captain  on  board  the  Bar- 
fleur,  which  ship  had  the  honour  of  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Bowyer.  Though  no  ship  in  the  fleet  was  more  ably, 
or  more  bravely  conducted,  yet  the  noble  commander  in  chief, 
either  through  inattention,  or  for  some  reason  which  has  ne. 
yer  yet  been  publicly  explained,  omitted  to  include  Captaiq 
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ate  related,  in  which  truth  and  fiction,  simple 
fact,  and  exaggeration,  are  so  intimately  inter* 

* • ' 

Coflingwood  in  the  number  of  those  officers  to  whom  he  re- 
lumed his  thanks,  for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion.  Al- 
though it  may  be  considered  by  some  persons,  a nautical  trea- 
son, to  utter  a breath  of  censure  on  the  conduct  of  Earl  Howe, 
we  cannot  withstand  the  honest  impulse  of  our  own  feelings, 
which  compell  us  to  declare,  that  if  such  omission  was  the  con- 
sequence of  neg'ect,  it  was  censurable  in  the  highest  degree  ; 
if  of  intention,  unpardonable.  Earl  Howe  is  no  more,  may  his 
failin  . s and  his  faults  perish  with  him,  and  those  virtues  which 
may  still  remain  in  public  recollection,  survive  to  all  eternity. 
It  were  needless  to  enter  into  any  detail  of  the  gallant  and 
heroic  conduct  by  Captain  Collingwood  in  the  encounter 
with  the  Spanish  fleet  off  St.  Vincent  in  the  month  of  February 
1-97,  at  which  time  he  commanded  the  Excellent.  Lord 
Nelson  rendered  the  most  noble,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
■tost  honest  tribute  of  praise,  in  the  private  memorandum 
afforded  by  him  of  the  observations  lie  made  during  that  en- 
gagement; see  page  75,  et  seq.  To  add  any  further  eulo. 
gium  would  be  ridiculous  and  impertinent.  On  the  fourteenth 
of  February  1799,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Rear- 
Admiral  of  the.white,  and  not  long  afterwards  hoisted  his  flag 
on  board  the  Triumph,  being  appointed  to  command  in  the 
channel  fleet,  at  that  time  under  the  orders  of  Lord  BridporU 
It  may  be  remembered,  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  war, 
the  fleets  of  France  never  met  those  of  England  on  the  At. 
lantic,  consequently  no  opportunity  was  affjrded,  either  to 
the  flag  officers,  or  captains  employed  in  that  quarter,  of  par- 
ticularly distinguishing  themselves.  He  continued  on  board 
the  Triumph  till  the  month  of  June  1800,  when  he  removed 
into  the  Barfleur,  a second  rate,  and  retained  his  former  line 
of  command  till  the  conclusion  of  the  war ; during  which  pe- 
riod he-  was,  on  the  first  of  January  l8ot,  advanced  to  be 
Rear-Admiral  of  the  Red.  After  the  recommencement,  of 
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woven  with  each  other,  that  it  would  require 
almost  an  age  of  investigation  to  separate  one 
from  the  other.  In  point  of  fact,  to  adopt  the 
emphatic  words  used  by  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Col- 
1'mgwood,  on  whom  the  command  devolved,  we 
know,  “ that  it  pleased  the  Almighty  Disposer  of  all 
events,  to  grant  his  majesty’s  arms  a complete  and 
glorious  victory.”  Let  us  now  bestow  a few  mo- 
ments in  observing  on  its  extent  and  its  conse- 
quences. In  respect  to  the  former,  it  stands 
unequalled.  The  memorable  victory  off  Cape 
la  Hogue,  by  which  the  aspiring  gigantic  power 
of  Lewis  the  XIVth  was  nearly  crushed  into 
obscurity,  sinks,  before  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  al- 
most into  a petty  skirmish.  The  fleets  of  Britain 
and  of  Holland  more  than  doubled  that  of  their  an- 
tagonists : the  number  of  the  ships  destroyed  can- 
not be  raised  with  any  degree  of  truth,  or  authen- 
ticity, beyond  seventeen  sail;  several  of  which  were 
under  sixty  guns.  Such  is  the  real  state  of  the 
loss  sustained  by  France ; for  however  it  may  be 

hostilities  with  France,  he  was,  on  the  twenty-third  of  April, 
1804,  advanced  to  be  Vice-Admiral  of  the  Blue.  In  1805, 
he  was  invested  with  the  command  of  the  fquadron  stationed 
off  Cadiz.  His  noble  conduct  in  the  encounter  with  the  French 
and  Spanish  fleets  off  Trafalgar,  has  already  been  recompensed 
by  his  advancement  to  a peerage  by  the  title  of  Baron  Colling- 
wood,  and  his  promotion  in  the  serrice  to  Vice-Admiral  of  the 
Red  squadron.  France  and  Spain  must  long  lament  the  effects 
of  his  gallantry,  and  we  trust  as  well  as  hope,  that  his  coun- 
trymen will  ever  have  sufficient  gratitude  not  to  forget  them. 


412 


MEMOIRS  OF 


extended  in  some  of  the  manuscript  journals*, 
which  have  Jaeen  preserved  to  the  present  day,  it 
appears  from  the  strongest  concurrent  testimonies, 
those  accounts  cannot,  in  the  smallest  degree,  be 
depended  upon.  In  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  the 
fleet  of  Britain  had  to  contend,  not  only  with 
ships  in  the  most  perfect  state  of  equipment,  on 
the  very  instant  of  their  issuing  from  their  own 
ports,  but  also  against  a superiority  of  no  less 
than  six  ships  of  the  line  ; yet  against  these 
mighty  odds,  the  transcendant  abilities  of  his 
lordship,  and  the  bravery  of  those  whom  he  com* 
manded,  acquired  a victory,  which  w’ould  pro- 
bably have  extended  much  farther  than  it  really 
did,  had  not  the  elements  themselves  risen,  as  it 
were  in  opposition  to  the  tnighty  conquerors. 

It  is  related,  and  certainly  is  a circumstance 
highly  interesting,  that  the  instant  the  French 
admiral  observed  the  manner  in  which  the  British 
fleet  was  formed,  together  with  jts  manner  of  ad- 
vancing, he  hesitated  not  to  express  his  appre- 
hensions of  the  approaching  discomfiture : he 
foresaw  that  a stroke,  which  he  was  unprepared 
for,  was  meditated  against  him  and  he  knew  him- 
self unable  to  parry  its  effects.  When  Vice-ad- 
miral Collingwood,  at  the  head  of  the  division 
under  his  orders,  began  the  attack,  and  broke 
through  the  French  line,  Lord  Nelson,  turning 

• See  Biographia  Navalis,  Vol.  I,  page  361. 
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round  with  the  highest  exultation  and  joy,  said, 

“ Look  at  that  noble  fellow ! observe  the  style 
in  which  he  carries  his  ship  into  action  !”  Such 
an  eulogium,  and  from  such  a man,  surpasses 
in  value  the  most  laboured  panegyric. 

In  respect  to  the  consequences  of  the  victory, 
it  may  perhaps  be  difficult  to  appreciate  them  to 
their  full,  or  proper  value.  Had  the  ruined 
armament  effected  its  passage  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean in  safety,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the 
extent  of  the  advantage  that  might  have  accrued 
to  the  enemy.  The  increased  distance  of  its 
station  would  not  only  materially  have  aug- 
mented the  difficulties  under  which  his  lordship, 
or  any  other  commander  who  had  been  employed 
in  watching  its  motions,  would  have  lain,  but  the 
accumulation  of  force  it  would  have  acquired,  by 
thejunction  of  such  ships  as  had  long  been  pre- 
paring and  were  ready  for  sea,  at  Carthagcna,  to- 
gether with  those  belonging  to  France  left  behind 
at  Toulon,  would  have  required  a considerable 
reinforcement  of  ships,  the  necessity  of  which, 
even  the  gallantry  and  ability  of  his  lordship 
could  not  have  obviated. 

But,  amidst  all  these  cheering  events,  the  death  ■ 
of  his  lordship  intercepted  the  rays  of  conquest, 
and  threw  a cloud  over  the  whole  transaction, 
which  prevented  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen 
from  contemplating  otherwise  than  with  sorrow 
and  regret,  honours  and  triumphs  which  had 


Digitized  by  Google 


414- 


memoirs  or 


been  purchased  at  so  inestimable  a price.  It  has: 
been  a remark,  too  obvious  indeed  was  it.  for  to 
be  neglected,  that  his  lordship  fell,  like  the  im- 
mortal Wolfe,  in  the  arms  of  victory  herself. 
There  was  indeed  the  closest  similarity,  not  only 
between  their  fates,  but  in  their  habits  and  their 
, tempers.  It  would  be  improper  to  relate  the  se- 
veral circumstances  which  are  reported  to  have 
been  connected  with  it,  on  account  of  the  diffi- 
culty that  must,  as  already  observed,  attend  ascer- 
taining the  authenticity  of  them.  Those  which  ap- 
pear best  entitled  to  public  notice  and  attention, 
are  given  in  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  the  ad  and 
9th  of  November  last,  and  reprinted  in  the  Naval 
Chronicle,  Vol.  XIV,  pages  455,  484. 


Extract  from  flic  Gibraltar  Chronicle  of  November  the  9th. 

“ It  appears,  from  every  account  which  has  been  received 
from  the  Spanish  officers,  who  have  been  taken  prisoners, 
that  Admiral  Villeneuve  certainly  sailed  from  Cadiz  with  a 
determination  of  giving  battJc  to  the  English  fleet.  There 
is,  however,  the  strongest  reason  to  believe,  that  this  mea- 
sure was  contrary  both  to  the  views  and  instructions  of 
Buonaparte,  whose  intentions  were,  that  the  combined  fleet 
should  proceed  from  Cadiz  to  Toulon,  forming  a junction 
w ith  the  Carthagena  squadron  in  their  way,  tiiat  he  might, 
by  these  means,  have  the  greatest  part  of  the  Spanish  navy  in 
a French  port,  and  immediately  in  his  power,  in  case  any 
reverse  of  fortune  might  tempt  the  Spanish  government 
to  seize  a favourable  opportunity  to  throw  off  the  galling 
juke  be  lias  imposed  upon  it.  But  Villeneuve  seems  to  have 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  VISCOUNT  NELSON. 


415 


keen  impelled  by  motives  of  personal  resentment,  and  woundl 
ed  honour,  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  master. 
He  had  been  deeply  stung  by  a severe  remark  in  the  Moni- 
teur,  upon  what  the  conduct  of  the  French  fleet  would  be,  if 
commanded  by  a man  of  abilities ; the  Spaniards  had  also  - 
openly  upbraided  him  with  not  supporting  them  in  the  action 
off  Cape  Finiiterrc  ; Buonaparte,  he  likewise  knew,  had 
publicly  spoken  of  him  in  the  most  sarcastic  manner;  and  to 
complete  his  misfortunes,  he  had  received  private  intelli- 
gence, that  Admiral  Rosily  was  ordered  from  Paris  to  super-  - 
sede  him  in  th«  command  of  the  combined  fleets  at  Cadiz. 
Under  such  circumstances,  he  naturally  felt,  that  even  a 
defeat  could  add  but  little  to  his  disgrace;  ‘whilst,  on  the 
contrary,  a victory  over  a British  fleet,  commanded  by  the 
first  Hero  of  the  age,  would  wipe  off  every  supposed  stain  on 
tiis  character,  and  cover  him  with  immortal  honour.  Thus 
situated,  he  resolved  to  put  to  sea  before  Admiral  Rosily 
could  arrive,  in  spite  of  every  remonstrance  of  Admiral 
Gravina  and  other  Spanish  officers  of  rank,  who  vainly 
attempted  to  dissuade  him  from,  his  design  of  going  battle 
to  the  British  fleet,  which  they  foresaw  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  Villencuve,  how- 
ever, was  immovable  ; and  the  intelligence  he  had  received 
of  Admiral  Louis,  and  six  sail  of  the  line,  being  then  absent 
from  the  fleet,  induced  him  to  believe  that  Lord  Nelson  had 
only  twenty-one  sail  of  the  line  along  with  him,  as  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  reinforcement  which  had  arrived  from  Eng- 
land, owing  to  the  great  distance  at  which  the  British  fleet 
kept  from  Cadiz.  On  this  supposition,  Villeneuve’s  original 
disposition  of  his  fleet  is  generally  allowed  to  have  beed 
extremely  judicious — Twenty-one  of  his  ships  were  to  be 
drawn  up  in  the  usual  line  of  battle,  to  receive  the  first  attack 
of’the  British  fleet,  whilst  twelve  of  his  select  ships,  forming 
a body  of  reserve  to  windward,  were  to  bear  down,  and  to 
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doable  upon  the  British  line,  after  the  action  had  commenced* 
and  thus  to  place  it  between  two  fires.  Every  other  precau- 
tion was  also  taken  that  was  thought  most  likely  to  ensare 
success.  Ten  thousand  of  their  choicest  troops  were  distri- 
buted throughout  the  fleet ; the  French  ships  were  furnished 
■with  every  species  of  fire-balls  and  combustibles  to  throw  on 
board  the  English  ships,  in  hopes  of  being  able  either  to  burn' 
them,  or  to  produce  such  confusion  as  might  greatly  facilitate 
their  design  of  boarding,  where  an  opportunity  offered  ; and 
several  of  the  ships  were  repeatedly  set  on  fire,  and  many 
of  our  seamen  wrre  dreadfully  scorched,  from  this  unusual 
mode  of  warfare.  British  skill  and  intrepidity  were,  how. 
ever,  completely  triumphant  over  every  obstacle  that  was 
opposed  to  them  : and  notwithstanding  the  enemy  in  gene- 
ral, and  particularly  the  Spaniards,  fought  with  great  obsti- 
nacy, it  is  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  officers  in  the  fleet,  that 
had  there  been  a little  more  wind  during  the  action,  to  have 
enabled  the  rear  of  our  fleet  to  have  come  up  in  proper  time* 
hardly  a ship  of  the  enemy  would  have  escaped. 

“ The  French  Admiral,  on  seeing  our  fleet  so  much 
stronger  that  lie  expected,  abandoned  his  original  plan,  and- 
formed  the  whole  of  his  ships  into  one  line,  firmly  waiting 
the  attack  of  the  British,  which  was  conducted  in  a manner 
so  bold  and  unexpected,  as  to  throw  them  into  the  greatest 
confusion.  The  Koyal  Sovereign,  Vice-Admiral  Colling- 
wood,  in  particular,  which  first  broke  through  the  enemy’s 
line,  excited  the  general  admiration  of  both  fleets. 

“ The  bravery  of  our  seamen  has  never  been  doubted  ; 
but  the  uncommon  success  and  marked  superiority  which 
they  displayed  over  the  enemy  on  this  glorious  day,  are 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  that  cool  intrepidity  and  discipline 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  fleet  in  a high  degree : a very 
remarkable  proof  of  which  is,  that  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
one  accident  haring  happened  on  board  any  of  our  ships, 
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from  hurry  or  carelessness,  during  the  •whole  of  the  engage- 
ment. 

“ We  do  not  recollect  any  general  action,  -where  so  many 
of  our  ships  ran  on  board  those  of  the  enemy ; no  less  than 
five  of  the  French  captured  ships  were  engaged  so  closely, 
that  the  muzzles  of  our  lower-deck  guns  touched  those  of  the 
enemy  ; and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  in  every  instance 
where  this  occurred,  the  Frenchmen  immediately  lowered 
their  ports  and  deserted  their  gnns  on  that  deck,  whilst  our 
seamen,  on  the  contrary,  were  deliberately  loading  and  firing 
their  guns  with  two,  and  often  with" three  round  shot,  which 
soon  reduced  the  enemy's  ships  to  a perfect  wreck. 

“ The  dreadful  slaughter  onboard,  and  the  shattered  con- 
dition of  all  the  captured  ships,  whilst  it  shows  with  what  ob- 
stinacy the  enemy  in  general  fought,  is  a convincing  proof  of 
the  decided  superiority  our  seamen  possess  over  the  enemy  in 
dote  action. 

“ It  seems  to  be  generally  allowed,  that  the  French  fired 
with  more  vivacity  at  the  commencement  of  the  action  than 
the  Spaniards  ; but  that  the  Spaniards  showed  more  firmness 
and  courage  to  the  end  than  the  French.  Amongst  the  Spa- 
nish ships,  the  Argonauta  and  Bahama  were  defended  to  the 
last  extremity,  each  of  them  having  about  400  men  killed  or 
wounded.  The  San  Juan  Nupomucena  was  also  fought  with 
the  utmost  gallantry,  till  her  Captain  and  330  of  her  crew 
were  killed  or  wounded. 

“ The  Prince  d’ Asturias  and  Santa  Anna  both  likewise 
showed  great  bravery  in  the  action. 

“ However  disastrous  this  victory  may  have  proved  to  the 
Spanish  navy,  the  national  character  of  that  country  has 
risen  greatly  in  our  estimation  even  by  their  defeat.  As 
enemies,  though  vanquished,  their  gallantry  commands  the 
highest  respect ; and  the  humanity  with  which  every  English 
sailor,  that  fell  into  their  hands,  was  treated,  exceeds  all 
& F. 
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praise.  They  refused  to  consider  as  prisoners  of  war  such 
of  our  officers  ami  men  as  were  driven  on  their  coast  in  the 
captured  ships  by  the  violence  of  the  storm  ; every  exertion 
was  made  from  the  shore  to  save  their  lives,  and  the  Spanish 
soldiers  were  turned  out  of  their  beds  to  accommodate  our 
shipwrecked  seamen,  who  experienced  every  mark  of  kind* 
ness  and  attention  that  a generous  enemy  could  bestow. 

“ The  behaviour  of  the  French,  on  the  contrary,  in 
several  instances,  both  during  and  after  the  engagement, 
forms  so  melancholy  a contrast  to  the  bravery  and  humanity 
of  the  Spaniards,  that,  as'  we  have  fell  it  our  duty  to  render 
tne  latter  that  applause,  which  their  conduct  so  truly  entitles 
them  to,  wc  think  it  equally  an  act  of  justice  to  record,  w.ith 
impartiality,  the  baseness  of  the  French,  both  to  their  allies 
and  foes.  , 

“ It  has  beep  stated  as  aiv  extraordinary,  and  almost  incre- 
dible, fact,  that  three  French  ships,  under  a rear-admiral, 
who  had  no  share  in  the  action,  did,  in  their  flight,  fire  for 
some  time  upon  the  Santissima  Triuidada,  and  others  of  the 
Spanish  prizes,  after  they  had  struck  their  colours  to  the 
English.  We  now  find,  from  the  concurring  testimony  of 
several  Spanish  officers'  of  rank,  who  were  on  board  the 
ships  to  which  wc  have  alluded,  that  Rear-Admiral  Duma- 
noir  was  the  parson  who  led  on  his  division  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  this  bloody  deed,  so  worthy  the  days  of  Robespierre, 
by  which  several  hundreds  of  the  Spaniards  were  killed  and 
wounded.  , 

“ Wc  believe  that  Dutnanoir,  (whose  fate  is  as  yet,  hoW- 
«ver,  uncertain,)  is  the  only  French  Admiral  that  can  have 
escaped  to  tell  the  tidings  of  that  fatal  day  ; and  we  have  no 
doubt  but  that,  in  his  relation  of  the  battle,  of  which  lie  pru- 
dently chose  to  be  a distant  spectator,  he  will  enlarge  with 
peculiar  satisfaction  on  the  uncommon  exertions,  which  ha 
undoubtedly  made,  to  sink  or  destroy  the  Spanish  ships  after 
the)  had  sunindert  d to  the  English. 
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“ We  have  already  stated,  that  all  the  English  sailors,  on 
%oard  of  the  Spanish  prizes,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards,  were  treated  with  the  utmost  humanity,  and  not 
considered  as  prisoners.  How  widely  different  the  coudnct 
ot  the  French  was,  the  following  will  show: — v 

“ On  the  surrender  of  the  Bucentaure,  an  officer  and  a 
hundred  men  were  sent  to  false,  possession  of  her,  who  con- 
ducted themselves  with  that  moderation  and  forbearance  to  a 
vanquished  enemy  which  is  characteristic  of  Britons.  The 
violent  storm,  which  so  soon  followed  the  encasement,  pre- 
vented the  removal  of  the  prisoners,  and  drove  the  Bucentaure 
towards  Cadiz,  when  the  Frenchmen,  from  their  superior 
numbers,  were  easily  enabled  to  take  possession  of  the  ship 
and  carry  her  into  the  harbour,  where,  however,  she  was 
jtranded,  and  completely  wrecked.  The  crew,  and  the 
party  of  Englishmen,  were  taken  off  the  wreck  by  the  boats 
of  one  oT  the  French  frigates  in  the  harbour,  and  carried  on 
board  of  the  vessel,  where,  will  it  be  believed  r the  infamou* 
and  cowardly  crew  of  the  frigate,  when  they  saw  some  of  the 
gallant  conquerors  of  their  admiral  and  his  fleet  completely 
in  their  power,  unarmed,  and  exhausted  with  fatigue  and 
shipwreck,  and  incapable  of  resistance;  in  this  situation, did 
these  dastardly  Frenchmen,  in  revenge  for  the  defeat  they 
had  sustained,  assault  and  treat  with  the  utmost  cruelty,  and 
with  every  species  of  insult  and  inhumanity,  many  of  the  un- 
fortunate and  defenceless  English  prisoners,  whom  the  fury 
of  the  elements,  and  not  the  fate  of  battle,  had  thus  sub. 
jected  to  their  power. 

“ We  sincerely  hope  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  fri. 
gate,  who  allowed  or  committed  this  detestable  act,  will  not 
escape  w ith  impunity  ; in  the  mean  time  itgives  us  real  satis- 
faction to  find,  that  orders  are  given,  that  no  more  of  the 
French  prisoners,  now  in  our  possession,  shall  be  permitted 
to  return  to  Spain  upon  their  parole,  but  they  ara  to  be  sent 
to  England  by  the  first  opportunity. 
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11  All  the  Spanish  prisoners,  on  the  contrary,  who  hare 
been  brought  to  this  place,  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  three 
thousand,  have  been  sent  back  to  Spain,  except  one  wounded 
officer,  now  in  the  Naval  Hospital,  who  earnestly  requested 
iro  l>e  allowed  to  remain  under  the  care  of  the  English  sun- 
geons,  till  his  wounds  were  cored  ». 

“ We  have  also  the  pleasure  to  learn,  that  the  Spaniards, 
since  their  return  to  Spain,  have  universally  expressed' the 
liveliest  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  generosity  and  humanity 
they  invariably  experienced  whilst  they  were  prisoners  on 
board  of  the  different  English  men  of  war,  wheroit  seemed  to 
be  the  stndy  of  their  conquerors  to  make  them  forget  their 
misfortunes. 

“ Indeed,  onr  navy  will  deserve  this  tribute  of  applause 
from  their  enemies ; upwards  of  a hundred  of  our  gallant 
seamen  have  perished,  during  the  gale  of  wind  after  the 
action,  in  their  generous  efforts  to  save  the  prisoners  out  of 
the  different  prizes.  To  record  the  numerous  and  singular 
exertions  that  were  made  on  this  occasion,  by  all  the  ships  o i 
the  fleet,  would  far  exceed  the  limits  prescribed  to  us  ; wc 
cannot,  however,  pass  over  in  silt  ncc  the  heroic  conduct  of 
Captain  Malcolm,  and  bis  ship’s  company,  in  the  Donnegal, 
who,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  being  totally  lost,  rescued 
hundreds  of  the  enemy  from  a watery  grave. 

u Two  instances  of  the  noble  humanity,  shown  by  this 
ship,  we  shall  mention; — During  the  violence  of  tho  gales 
when  she  was  riding  at  anchor  near  the  Berwick,  then  in 
possession  of  the  English,  some  of  the.  F rench  prisoners,  on 
board  of  the  prize,  in  a lit  of  madness,  or  desperation,  cut 
the  cables  of  the  Berwick,  by  which  means  she  immediately 

* It  is  proper  to  acknowledge  here,  that  General  Cas- 
tanos,  commander  in  chief  of  the  camp  before  (lie  garrison, 
and  M.  Abudja,  Spanish  agent  for  the  exchange  Of  prisoners, 
have  omitted  ns  exertion  of  theirs  to  facilitate  the  generous 
intentions  of  the  English  admiral. 
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drove  towards  the  dangerous  shoals  of  St  Lucar,  then  to  lea- 
ward,  where  there  was  hardly  a chance  of  a man  being  saved' 
In  this  situation,  Captain  Malcolm,  without  hesitation, 
ordered  the  cables  of  the  Donnegai  to  be  instantly  cut,  and 
stood  after  the  Berwick,  to  which  he  dispatched  his  boats 
■with  orders  first  to  save  all  the  wounded  Frenchmen,  before 
they  brought  off  any  of  the  English,  which  order  was  most 
punctually  complied  with  ; the  English  were  neat  removed, 
but,  before  the  boats  could  return,  the  Berwick  struck  upon 
the  shoals,  and  every  soul  on  board  perished,  to  the  number 
of  three  hundred. 

“ The  wounded  Frenchmen,  who  were  thus  saved,  were 
supplied  with  the  cots  and  bedding  which  bad  been  prepared 
for  our  own  sick  and  wounded : and,  after  being  treated 
with  every  kindness  and  mark  of  attention,  they  were  sent 
into  Cadiz  by  a flag  of  truce,  with  all  the  cots  and  bedding 
in  which  they  had  been  placed,  that  they  might  suffer  as  little 
pain  or  inconvenience  as  possible  in  their  removal. 

“ The  other  instance  we  shall  notice  was  as  follows:— 
On  the  26th  of  October,  whilst  the  Donnegai  was  at  anchor 
off  Cadiz,  in  a violent  gale  of  wind,  with  upwards  of  600 
prisoners  then  on  deck,  an  unfortunate  Spanish  prisoner  fell 
overboard.  Notwithstanding  the  sea  was  then  running  so 
high  that  they  had  not  ventured  to  hoist  out  aboat  for  twelve 
hours  before,  two  seamen  belonging  to  the  Donnegai  imme- 
diately jumped  overboard  ^fter  him,  in  hopes  of  sating  his 
life,  to  the  admiration  of  the  Spaniards,  who  were  last 
in  astonishment  at  so  daring  an  act  The  poor  man,  how- 
ever, sunk,  and  was  drowned,  just  as  one  of  the  English 
seamen  had  nearly  hold  of  him;  a boat  was  immediately 
lowered,  and  fortunately  the  two  gallant  fellows  were  got  on 
board  safe. 

“ The  English  officers  who  have  returned  from  Cadiz, 
state,  that  the  account  of  Lord  Nelson's  death  was  received 
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there  with  extreme  sorrow  and  regret  by  th«  Spaniards,  and 
that  some  of  them  were  even  observed  to  shed  tears  on  the 
occasion.  They  said,  11  that  though  he  had  been  tl>c  ruin  of 
their  navy,  yet  they  could  not  help  lamenting  his  fail,  as 
being  the.  most  generous  enemy,  and  the  greutest  Commander 
of  the  age !” 

Extracts  from  the  Supplement  to  the  Gibraltar  Chronicle 
for  Nov.  2,  1805. 

“ We  have  endeavoured,  since  the  arrival  of  the  Victory,  the 
ship  on  board  of  which  Lord  Nelson’s  flag  was  flying  during 
the  whole  of  the  late  action,  to  obtain  every  information  in 
our  power  on  the  subject.  It  was  his  lordship’s  intention 
to  have  broken  through  the  enemy's  line,  betvvccn  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  of  the  enemy's  ships  in  the  Tan ; at  the  same 
time  that  Admiral  Collingwood  penetrated  their  line  about 
the  twelfth  ship  from  the  rear : but  finding  the  enemy’s  line 

in  that  part  so  close,  that  there  was  not  room  to  pass,  he 

\ 

ordered  the  Victory  to  be  run  on  board  of  the  ship  that  op- 
posed him ; and  the  Temerairc,  by  which  the  Victory  was 
seconded,  also  ran  on  board  of  the  next  ship  in  the  enemy’s 
line,  so  that  these  four  ships  werofor  a considerable  time  en- 
gaged together  in  one  mass  as  it  were,  and  so  close,  that 
the  flash  of  almost  every  gun  fired  from  the  Victory  set  fire 
to  the  Redoubtable,  to  which  ship  she  was  at  that  time  op- 
posed .*  whilst  our  seamen,  with  the  greatest  coolness,  were 
at  intervals  employed,  in  the  midst  of  the  hottest  fire,  in 
throwing  buckets  of  water  to  extinguish  the  flames  on  board 
of  the  enemy’s  ship,  lest,  by  their  spreading,  they  might 
involve  both  ships  in  destruction.  We  question  if  ancient 
or  modern  history  can  produce  a more  striking  instance 
of  cool  and  deliberate  valour;  and  it  certainly  reflects  the 
highest  honour  upon  the  discipline  and  intrepidity  of  that 
ship’s  crew. 
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tc  Lord  Nelson,  on  receiving  his  wound,  was  immediately 
sensible  it  was  mortal ; and  said  with  a smile  to  Captain 
Hardy,  with  whom  he  had  been  talking  at  that  moment, 
“ they  have  dene  for  me  at  last.”  He  was  soon  obliged  to 
be  carried  off  the  deck ; and  as  they  were  conducting  him  be- 
low, ho  remarked  the  tiller-rope  being  too  slack,  which  he 
desired  them  to  acquaint  Captain  Hardy  with,  and  have  it 
tightened.  His  anxiety  for  the  event  of  the  day  was  such, 
as  totally  to  surmount  the  pains  of  death,  and  every  other 
consideration;  he  repeatedly  sent  to  inquire  how.  the  battle 
went,  and  expressed  the  most  lively  satisfaction  to  find  it  fa- 
vourable. Whilst  bearing  down  on  the  enemy’s  line,  he  had 
repeatedly  said,  <£  that  it  teas  the  happiest  day  of  his  life, 
and  that  from  the  plan  of  attack  he  had  laid  down,  he  ex- 
pected that  he  should  have  possession  of  twenty  of  their 
Ships  before  night 7”  His  lower  extremities  soon  became 
cold  and  insensible,  and  the  effusion  of  blood  from  his  luugs 
often  threatened  suffocation : but  still  his  eyes  seemed  to 
brighten,  and  his  spirits  to  revive,  at  hearing  the  cheers 
given  by  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  as  the  different  ships  of 
the  enemy  surrendered.  About  four  o’clock  he  became  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  see  his  friend  Captain  Hardy ; and  he 
sent  for  him  several  times,  before  that  gallant  Officer  thought 
it  prudent  to  quit  the  deck  at  so  interesting  a moment.  About 
live  o'clock,  however,  when  he  saw  that  the  victory  was 
completely  decided,  and  the  battle  nearly  ended,  he  was 
' enabled  to  attend  to  the  last  wishes  of  the  d}ing  hero,  who 
eagerly  inquired  how  many  ships  were  captured  ? On  being 
told  by  Captain  Hardy,  that  he  was  certain  of  twelve  haung 
struck,  which  he  could  see,  but  that  probably  more  had 
surrendered,  his  Lordship  said,  “ What,  only  twelve!  there 
should  at  least  have  been  fifteen,  or  sixteen,  by  my  calcula- 
tion: however,  (after  a short  pause,  he  adde  1),  twelve  are 
preftj  well!”  He  now  said,  “ that  he  Lit  death  fast  ap- 
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proaching,  and  that  he  had  but  a few  minute*  to  live:  He 
Could  hare  wished  to  turrire  a little  lunger,  to  hare  seen 
the  fleet  in  Safety  ; but,  as  that  was  impossible,  he  thanked 
God  that  he  had  outlived  the  action,  and  had  been  enabled 
to  do  hi*  duty  to  his  country.”  About  this  time  he  wax 
roused  by  another  cheer  from  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  at 
their  teeing  some  more  of  the  enemy’s  ships  strike  their 
colours ; at  which  he  expressed  the  highest  satisfaction  on 
learning  the  cause,  and  shortly  after  expired  without  a groan. 
The  Frenchman  by  whose  hand  this  matchless  hero  fell,  was 
soon  afterwards  shot  by  Mr.  Pollard,  Midshipman  of  the 
Victory,  and  was  seen  to  fall  out  of  the  mizen-top. 

“ It  was  bis  lordship’s  intention  to  hare  engaged  the  Bu- 
eentaure,  the  French  commander  in  chiefs  ship,  at  first,  if 
he  oonld  hare  distinguished  her:  but  singular  as  it  may  ap. 
pear,  no  person  on  board  could  discover  the  French  ad- 
miral’s flag  to  be  flying  during  the  whole  of  the  day  ; though 
the  Victory  was  for  a considerable  time  within  pistol-shot 
of  her,  and  handled  her  so  severely,  as  to  render  her  inca- 
pable of  taking  any  share  in  the  engagement  afterwards. 

“ Three  of  the  French  ships  in  the  van,  who  had  no  part 
in  the  action,  and  one  of  which  carried  a Rear-admiral’s 
flag,  had.  the  inhumanity,  and  cowardice,  as  they  were 
making  their  escape,  to  fire  for  a considerable  time  upon 
the  Sautissima  Trinidada,  and  several  others  of  the  crippled 
Spanish  prizes,  after  they  bad  surrendered  to  us,  which,  from 
their  situation,  were  incapable  either  of  opposition  or  flight, 
and  an  immense  number  of  the  Spanish  were  killed  and 
wounded,  from  this  unprecedented  and  bloody  deed  of  their 
good  and  faithful  allies.  VVe  solemnly  pledge  our  credit  for' 
the  truth  of  this  extraordinary  fact,  to  which  every  officer 
on  board  of  our  victorious  squadron  now  in  the  bay  can  bear 
witness.  Indeed  such  wav  the  indignation  felt  and  expressed 
by  the  Spaniards,  at  the  conduct  of  the  F reach : that  when. 
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two  day*  after  the  action,  seven  of  the  enemy’s  ships  came 
out  of  Cadiz,  in  hopes  of  retaking  some  of  the  disabled 
prizes,  the  Spanish  crew  of  the  Argonauta,  in  a body  offered 
their  services  to  the  British  officer  who  had  charge  of  the 
prize,  to  man  the  guns  against  any  of  the  French  ships  ; and 
they  were  actually  stationed  at  the  lower-deck  guns  for  that 
purpose,  whilst  the  English  seamen  manned  those  of  the  up- 
per deck.  The  English  officer  on  board  returned  all  the 
Spanish  officers  their  arms,  and  placed  the  most  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  honour  of  the  Spaniards ; which  he  had  no  rea- 
son to  repeat : for  though  their  numbers  were  so  superior, 
as  easily  to  have  enabled  them  to  retake  the  ship,  yet  they 
on  every  occasion  showed  the  utmost  submission  and  good 
conduct,  and  declared,  that  if  a Spanish  ship  came  alongside 
of  them,  they  would  quietly  go  below  and  leave  the  English 
to  aet  for  them  selves. —HU  Majesty’s  ship  Prince,  of  9S 
gnus.  Captain  Grindali,  is  come  in  here,  having  on  board 
Rear-Admiral  Don  Baltasar  Hidalgo  tie  Cisneros,  with  the 
Captain  and  500  men  belonging  to  the  Santissima  Trinidads. 
Also  the  Kevehgc,  of  74  guns,  Captain  Moorson ; Aga. 
mem  non,  64,  Captain  Sir  E.  Berry ; Thunderer,  74,  Lieu, 
tenant  Stockam;  Bellerophon,  74,  Lieutenant  Cumby ; 
Colossus,  74,  Captain  Morrice ; and  Victory,  100,  Captain 
JUardy,  on  board  of  which  is  the  body  of  Lord  Nelson.  Also 
just  arrived  bis  Majesty’s  ships  Conqueror,  74,  Tcmeraire, 
98,  Royal  Sovereign,  100,  Defence,  74,  Orion,  74,  and 
Phoebe  frigate,  with  two  of  the  prizes,  the  French  Swiftsurc, 
74,  and  lidefonso,  74. 

“ Though  it  is  highly  honourable  to  the  bravery  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  we  most  sincerely  regret  to  find,  tha^  the  loss 
both  in  ships  and  men  on  this  occasion  has  chiefly  fallen  upon 
them ; they  were  unwillingly  dragged  into  the  contest  by 
their  good  and  faithful  allies  the  French;  who  were,  at 
usual,  the  first  to  fly,  and  desert  them  in  the  middle  of  the 
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action;  it  appearing  from  every  account  that  four  of  the 
French  ships  svere  teen  running  away,  about  two  hours 
and  an  half  after  the  battle  had  began.” 

In  respect  to  what  immediately  preceded  the 
horrid  event,  which  the  trembling  pen  of  his- 
tory almost  feels  itself  unequal  to  the  melancholy 
task  of  recording,  it  appears,  that  immediately 
previous  to  the  dreadful  shot  being  fired,  which 
deprived  his  country  of  its  brightest  ornament,  his 
Jordship  was  standing  on  the  quarter  deck  of  the 
Victory,  moving,  as  was  his  custom,  whenever  he 
was  much  pleased,  the  shoulder,  or  rather  sleeve  of 
his  right  arm,  up  and  down -with  the  greatest  ra- 
pidity, but  having  unfortunately  remained  too 
long  in  the  same  posture  and  situation,  he  afforded 
sufficient  time  to  a marksman  on  the  poop  of 
the  Bucentaure,  which  then  lay  on  the  Victo- 
ry’s quarter,  to  take  a deliberate,  and  unhappily 
too  correct  an  aim  at  him.  Captain  Hardy, 
who  was  standing  near  his' lordship,  observed 
him  in  the  very  act,  and  had'  hardly  time  to 
exclaim,  “ Change  your  position,  my  Lord  ! I see  a 
rascal  taking  aim  at  you,”  the  fatal  shot  unhappily 
took  place  at  the  same  instant. 

I COME  TO  BURY  CiESAR,  MOT  TO  PRAISE  HIK. 
• - 

For  he  possessed  all  the  nobleness  conspicuous 

in  Caesar’s  cl  aracter,  those  lineaments  only  wh  ch 

destroyed  the  perfection  of  its  symmetry,  bcii  g 
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wanting.  It  might  be  truly  said  of  him,  this  was 
a man.  He  sought  not  to  raise  himself  on  the 
stilts  of  popularity,  by  assuming  a temporary 
patriotism,1  foreign  to  the  feelings  of  his  heart ; 
or  pretending  to  qualifications,  which,  when  in 
reality  possessed,  serve  only  to  degrade  the  mind, 
in  other  respects  great,  and  noble.  That  he  was 
ambitious,  no  person  acquainted  with  his  cha- 
racter will  venture  to  deny ; but  his  ambition 
was  of  the  mildest  quality,  and.  nourished  only 
by  the  reflection,  of  its  becoming  serviceable  to 
his  country.  Venerated  with  a degree  of'  en- 
thusiasm, nearly  equal  to  idolatry,  he  disdained 
to  render  that  advantage,  so  much  envied  by 
many,  but  which  he  had  so  honestly  acquired, 
subservient  to  the  cause  of  faction,  or  the  clamour 
of  party.  His  ambition,  let  the  term  be  repeated, 
would  have  induced  him  to  undertake  the  most 
dangerous,  and  desperate  service,  if  he  thought 
his  abilities  could  be  useful.  Had  he  considered 
the  interests  of  his  country  demanded  it,  he 
would,  even  at  the  latest  moment  of  his  life,  have 
acted  with  pleasure  in  the  most  subordinate  capa- 
city,or  exulted  in  taking  upon  himself  the  danger, 
and  the  responsibility,  of  commanding  haif  the 
naval  force  of  the  universe. 

As  a naval  officer,  in  whatever  rank,  or  com- 
.mand  he  appeared,  he  was  greeted  by  the 
. acclamations,  and  followed  by  die  reiterated  ap- 
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plauses  of  those  he  was  sent  to  protect.  The 
shores  of  the  Mediterranean  hailed  him  as  their 
friend  ; and  the  most  valuable  colonies  of  Britain* 
as  their  deliverer.  Benevolent,  humane,  and 
gentle,  even  in  the  hour  of  conquest,  the  terrors 
of  his  arms  ceased  on  the  same  moment  with 
resistance;  the  foe  became  instantly  converted 
into  the  guardian,  and  instead  of  being  followed 
by  the  curses,  he  was  blessed  in  the  prayers  of 
the  vanquished. 

It  could  scarcely  be  denominated  his  good 
fortune,  that  although  a conqueror,  he  uniformly 
escaped  the  charge  of  having  encouraged  ex- 
tortion, or  connived  at  plunder,  and  thereby 
alienated  the  affections  of  the  newly-acquired 
subjects  of  the  British  government.  Such  ideas 
were  foreign  to  his  soul ; and  his  captives,  freed 
from  their  imaginary  chains,  constantly  beheld 
their  victor  converted  into  their  parent,  and  friend. 

Of  the  commerce,  and  true  interests  of  his 
country,  he  formed  the  most  correct  ideas ; he 
was  aware,  that  independent  of  all  speculative 
opinions,  and  abstracted  from  the  wild,  the  ro- 
mantic effusions  of  a distempered,  and  splenetic 
party,  the  commerce  of  Britain  had  become  so 
intimately  connected  with  its  welfare,  that  the 
interruption  of  one,  must  inevitably  cause  the 
destruction  of  the  other.  Impressed  with  this 
truth,  his  exertions  were  so  actively,  and  unre-  . 
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mittingly  made,  that  he  may  be  said,  at  the  same 
time,  to  have  increased  the  commercial  wealth, 
while  he  advanced  the  naval  glory  of  his  country 

But  come— no  time’i  for  lamentation  now; 

— San»on  hath  quit  himself. 

Like  Samson,  and,  heroically,  hath  finish'd 
A life  heroic  ; to  his  enemies 
Hath  left  years  of  mourning 
And  lamentation : to  Israel 
Honour  hath  left,  and  freedom  -. 

To  himself,  and  fathet’s  house,  eternal  fame. 

Samson's  Aoonistju. 


FINIS. 
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ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  VARIOUS  EVENTS  BELATED  IN  TJlt 
MEMOIRS  OF  HIS  LIFE. 
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Of  all  evidence  whatever,  there  is  none  perhaps  more 
interefting,  or  fatisfadory,  than  that  which  is  colle&ed 
from  letters,  written  immediately  rubfeqiient  to  the  event 
they  record  ; they  become  particularly  fo,  when  pro- 
ceeding from  the  pen  of  a roan,  who  never  fuppofed,  or 
expeded  they  would  meet  the  public  eye;  fuch  is  the 
hurry  and  carelefTnefs,  which  the  generality  of  the  world 
accuftom  themfelves  to,  in  epiftolary  eorrcfpondince,  that 
there  are  perhaps  but  few  inflances,  where  the  publication 
of  fuch  documents,  would  refled  material  honour  on  the 
writer.  This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  in  refped 
to  Lord  Vifcount  Nelfon  ; fo  general,  and  fo  unafFeded 
a fpirit  of  piety,  benevolence,  philanthropy,  perfever- 
ance,  loyalty  to  his  fovercign,  and  love  for  the  true  in- 
terefls  of  his  country,  pervades  every  line,  that  to  with- 
hold them  from  the  infpedion'  of  the  world,  would  be 
an  ad  not  of  ingratitude,  but  of  injufticc. 

Let  mankind  read  the  letters,  and  judge  for  themfelves : 
whether,  in  the  detail  of  the  virtues  attributed  to  the 
noble  writer,  the  finalleft  trace  is  difcernible,  either  of 
flattery,  or  exaggeration. 

N.  B.  Thefe  letters,  without  exception,  were  addrefled 
by  Lord  Ndfon,  to  William  Locker,  Efq.  late  Lieutenant- 
governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 


S.  Gosmtt,  Printer,  Little  Queen  Street. 
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No.  I. 

Page  27  .—•On  the  following  day  he  received  a cctnmijjion  as 
fecond  lieutenant  of  the  Lowefloffe. 

Lowejloffe , at  Sea, 

MY  MOST  WORTHY  FRIEND,  Aug.  12,  1777. 

I am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the  good 
opinion  you  entvtain  of  me,  and  will  do  my  utmod  that 
you  may  have  no  occalion  to  change  it.  I hope  God 
Almighty  will  be  pleafed  to  fpare  your  life,  for  your 
own  fake,  and  that  of  your  family ; but  (hould  any 
thing  happen  to  you  (which  I finccrely  pray  to  God  may 
not),  you  may  be  allured  that  nothing  lhall  be  wanting 
on  my  part,  for  the  taking  care  of  your  effe&s,  and  de- 
livering fafe  to  Mrs.  Locker  fuch  of  them,  as  may  be 
thought  proper  not  to  be  difpofed  of.  You  mentioned 
the  word  “ confolation"  in  your  letter — I lhall  have  a 
very  gteat  one,  when  I think  I have  ferved  faithfully  the 
heft  of  friends,  and  the  mod  amiable  of  women. 

All  the  fcrviccs  I can  render  to  your  family,  you  may 
be  allured  lhall  be  done,  and  lhall  never  end  but  with 
my  life  ; and  may  God  Almighty  of  his  great  goodnefs 
keep,  blefs,  and  preferve  you  and  your  family,  is  the 
mod  fervent  prayer  of  your  faithful  fervant, 

Horatio  Nelson 

P.  S.  Though  this  letter  is  not  couched  in  the  bed 
manner,  be  allured  it  comes  from  one  entirely  devoted  to 
your  fervice.  H.  N. 

[It  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  this  letter  was  written  in  confe- 
queuce  of  Captain  Locker’s  extreme  ill  health,  a cireumftance 
A 2 
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which  at  length  compelled  him  to  leave  the  Jamaica  ftation,  an 4 
return  to  England  for  his  recovery  two  years  afterwards : the  fore- 
going letter  freaks  for  itfelf ; it  needs  neither  comment,  nor 
praife.] 


No.  II. 

Page  35  .—He  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Badger  Jloef 
of  war. 

DEAR  sir.  Badger,  May  13,  1779. 

I am  very  forry  I made  you  fo  uneafy  about 
the  men  that  were  prefled  from  the  Amity  Hall  ; but  I 
■will  relate  the  ftory  in  particular  for  Mr.  Taylor’s  fa- 
tisfa&ion,  whom  I ihould  be  very  forry  to  difoblige,  not 
only  bccaufc  he  has  been  fo  exceedingly  civil  to  me,  but 
alfo  upon  your  account. 

When  I firft  faw  the  fliips  in  Port  Antonio,  I took 
them  for  part  of  the  Cork  fleet,  and  fent  the  boat  for 
men,  with  orders  not  to  prtfs  from  homeward-bound 
fliips ; they  went  on  board  two,  and  did  not  meddle  with 
their  people  ; but  as  there  were  thirty-five  men  on 
board  the  Amity  Hall,  they  were  tempted  to  bring  away 
five  ; I was  not  pleafed  when  they  came  on  board,  and  I 
returned  into  port  on  purpofe  to  releafe  them,  for  I en- 
tertained not  a thought  of  detaining  any  one  of  them ; 
the  mafier  came  on  board,  and  acted  in  a mod  imperti- 
nent manner.  In  very  abu five  language  he  told  me  he 
fhould  take  the  law,  &c.  I cannot  fay  but  I was  rather 
warm  at  being  talked  to  in  fuch  a manner  ; however,  I 
immediately  returned  two  men  and  a neutral,  but  told 
him  I Ihould  keep  the  other  two,  on  account  of  his  im- 
pertinent behaviour.  (This  is  the  whole  of  the  matter.) 
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If  you  tell  the  ftory,  I beg  you  will  mention,  that  the 
matter  forgot  to  advertife  he  had  on  board  two  defertcr* 
from  the  Badger. 

The  matter  is  juft  coming  on  board,  fo  I mutt  ftop  a 
little.  He  is  juft  gone,  and  1 never  was  more  furprifed 
than  at  his  denying  the  advertifement,  and  faying  that 
feveral  circumftances  were  not  fuch  as  he  had  written 
about,  either  in  regard  to  the  number,  or,  that  it  pre- 
vented his  proceeding  with  the  convoy  ; he  fays  he  wrote 
to  a gentleman  in  Kingfton  his  account  of  the  affair, 
and  begged  he  would  get  his  men  rcleafed,  or  take  fuch 
methods  as  might  preferve  him  from  blame,  if  he  tlid 
not  fail ; he  tells  me  he  never  defired  the  bufinefs  to  be 
advertifed,  he  has  begged  my  pardon  for  his  behaviour 
on  that  day,  and  we  are  parted  very  good  friends 
(though  1 believe  all  he  told  me  is  faffe) ; however,  it  will 
convince  people  what  fort  of  man  lie  is.  1 have, now  com- 
pleted our  water,  and  lhall  fail  in  the  morning.  1 intend 
going  #IF  the  eaftern  end,  to  fee  if  the  report  of  the  four- 
tten-gun  brig  be  true. 

Since  I wrote  laft  I have  loft  a very  fine  brig,  which 
we  chafed  twenty  leagues  to  leeward  of  the  ifland,  and  loll 
I am  fure,  for  want  of  a night-glafs.  I intend  to  come 
in  again  on  Tucfday  to  fave  poll  if  poftibie,  but  for  fear 
I ihould  not,  I leave  this  here,  i fee  you  arc  quite  deter- 
mined about  going  home,  and  in  all  probability  may 
fail  before  you  can  hear  from  me  again  ; but  1 (hall 
always  write  to  you  in  England.  I hope  you  will  have 
a good  voyage,  and  find  Mrs.  Locker,  together  with  all 
your  family,  in  good  health:  I Itope  you  will  foon  re- 
cover when  you  get  home.  The  friendfhip  you  have 
fhewn  me  I fltall  never  forget ; and  though  I lofc  my 
bell  friend  by  your  going,  I would  not  have  you  flay  a 
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day  longer  in  this  country.  . I am  very  forry  indeed 
Captain  Deane  is  ill ; I beg  you  will  give  him  my  bed 
wifhes  for  his  fpeedy  recovery.  May  health  and  happinefs 
attend  you  is  the  fincere  wilh  of  your 

Much  obliged  and  faithful  fervant, 

Horatio  Neison. 

I am  afraid  the  admiral  has  got  the  wrong  end  of  the 
dory  about  the  men;  if  you  think  proper,  mention  it : I 
beg  you  will  return  Mr.  Taylor  my  fincere  thanks,  for 
the  kind  part  he  has  taken  in  this  affair. 


No.  III. 

Page  35. — His  prefenct  of  mind  preferred  from  deflruflian 
Captain  Lloyd,  and  all  the  ernu  of  the  Glafgwu , a twenty- 
gun  Jbip,  commanded  by  that  gentleman , which  had  un- 
fortunately taken  fire. 

DEAR  sir,  Badger,  off  St.  Ann's,  fune  7,^779. 

I suppose  before  this  you  have  heard  of  the 
fate  of  the  poor  Glafgow  ; indeed  it  was  a mod  fhocking 
fight ; and  had  it  happened  half  an  hour  later,  in  all 
probability  a great  many  people  would  have  been  lod : 
fhe  anchored  at  half  pad  three,  and  at  fix  file  was  in 
flames,  owing  to  the  deward  attempting  to  deal  rum  out 
of  the  after-hold.  Captain  Lloyd  is  very  melancholy 
indeed  on  the  occafion,  and  I fincerely  wifh  1 was  at 
Port  Royal  for  his  fake,  and  that  of  the  fhip’s  company, 
for  the  men  are  falling  Tick  very  fad,  owing  to  the  con- 
dant  rains  we  have  experienced  fince  we  left  Montego 
Bay  ; for  we  have  no  place  on  board  the  Badger  to  fhelter 
fuch  a number  of  men.  I fuppofc  I have  letters  at  Port 
Antonio  from  you,  but  I have  not  been  there  thefe  three 
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polls  i and  am  much  afraid  I (hall  be  obliged  to  go  round 
the  wed  end,  and  attempt  the  fouth  fide,  the  current 
having  fet  us  nine  leagues  to  leeward  thefe  lad  twenty- 
four  hours,  although  we  have  had  favourable  winds : for 
1 have  heard  of  no  packets  arriving,  and  hope  to  fee  you 
at  Port  Royal. 

I beg  you  will  remember  me  very  kindly  to  Mr.  Rofs, 
and  Captain  Deane,  who  I hope  is  recovered.  May 
health  and  happinefs  attend  you,  is  the  reaUincere  wifh 
of 


Your  mod  bumble  fervant, 

Horatio  Nelson. 

The  lieutenant  of  the  Glafgow  will  take  care  of  this ; 
he  is  a very  good  young  man  I believe,  and  has  not  favcd 
a rag  but  what  was  on  his  back. 


No.  IV. 

Page  36. — An  attack  upon  the  ijiand  of  Jamaica  being  then 
daily  apprehended,  See. 


dear  sir,  Pert  Rpyal,AuguJl  12,1779. 

Jamaica  is  turned  upfide  down  fince  you  left 
it ; the  Count  d’Edaing  is  at  the  Cape  with  twenty  fail  of 
the  line,  and  a flag-lhip,  with  eight  or  nine  more  qt 
Port  au  Prince  ; the  latter  fleet  fell  in  with  the  Charon 
and  Pomona  in  the  night,  but  they  got  off  by  good 
(ailing.  They  fay  there  are  20,000  men  at  the  Cape 
ready  to  embark,  and  5000  at  Port  au  Prince.  He 
arrived  at  the  Cape  lad  Saturday  fortnight  with  125 
fail,  men  of  war  and  tranfports.  He  parted  Captain 
Lambert’s  fquadron,  which  arrived  here  yederday,  in  a 
very  thick  day  ; fo  that  all  our  (hips  arc  in  port,  except 
A 4 
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the  Hinchinbroke,  Hound,  and  Porcupine,  which  we 
have  reafon  to  believe  are  taken  ; as  reports  are  very 
flrong  from  the  Bahama  iflands.  Now  I have  told  you 
What  we  cxpefl,  I will  tell  you  the  meafures  taken  to 
defend  the  ifland  : 5000  men  are  encamped  between  the 
ferry  and  Kingfton,  1000  in  Fort  Augufta,  300  at  the 
Apoftles’  Battery,  and  we  expe£t  to  have  500  in  Fort 
Charles,  where  I am  to  command.  The  Lion,  Salifbury, 
Charon,  and  Janus,  are  moored  in  a line  from  the  Point 
to  the  outer  Ihoal,  the  Ruby  and  Briftol  in  the  narrows 
going  to  Kingflon,  to  rake  any  (hips  that  may  attack  Fort 
Augufta  j the  Pomona  and  Speke  Indiaman  above  Rock 
Fort,  and  the  Loweftoffe  at  the  end  of  the  dock-wall. 
Exprelfes  gp  to-morrow  morning  to  all  quarters.  ThcRe- 
fonree  and  Penelope  are  to  cruifc  off  the  eaft  end : four  fire- 
fhips  arc  down  here,  two  of  them  commiflioned.  I have 
fairly  ftated  our  fituation,  and  leave  you  in  England  to 
judge  what  (land  we  ftiall  make  ; I think  you  muft  not 
be  furprifed  to  hear  of  my  learning  to  fpeak  French.  ( 
hope  you  have  had  a good  pafTagc,  and  are  now  in  peace 
and  plenty  with  your  family.  Rofs  has  behaved  in  a 
very  publie-fpirited  manner,  has  fent  the  Gayton  and 
his  veffels  to  the  admiral,  to  be  employed  as  he  may 
think  proper,  and  has  even  fent  a confiderablc  part  of 
his  negroes  to  the  different  batteries ; as  the  packet  fails 
to-morrow,  and  that  circumftance  has  been  kept  a fecret, 
I have  not  time  to  fay  any  more ; I know  we  fhall  have 
your  wifhes  for  fuccefs.  May  health,  peace,  and  happi- 
nefs,  always  furround  your  good  family,  to  whom  1 beg 
to  be  kindly  remembered,  is  the  conftant  wifh  of,  &c. 

Horatio  Nelson. 
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No.  V. 

Page  40. — On  his  arrival  in  England,  he  happily  received 
fo  much  benefit,  &c. 

PEAK  sir,  Bath,  Feb.  15,  1781. 

It  is  really  fo  long  fincc  I wrote  to  you,  that 
I am  almoft  alhamed  to  write  at  all ; but  I know  your 
goodnefs  will  forgive  me,  although  I hardly  deferve  it. 
My  health,  thank  God,  is  very  near  perfe£lly  rcfiored, 
and  I have  the  complete  ufe  of  all  my  limb«,  except 
my  left  arm,  which  I can  hardly  tell  the  ailment 
of;  from  the  Ihoulder  to  my  fingers’ ends  it  feels  as  if 
half  dead  ; but  the  fiirgeon  and  doflors  give  me  hopes  it 
will  all  go  off.  I mod  fincerely  wifh  to  be  employed, 
and  hope  it  will  not  be  long.  I have  thought  feveral 
times  you  were  appointed  to  a fhip,  ell'e  you  would 
have  written,  if  only  to  fcold  me  for  my  negleff  : if  I 
am  not  employed,  I intend  coming  to  town  the  begin- 
ning of  March.  I hope  when  I come  to  town  to  fee  a 
fine  trio  in  your  room.  If  Mr.  Rigattd  has  finiihed  the 
pifture  fend  word  in  the  next  letter  you  write  to  me,  and 
I will  fend  you  an  order  upon  Mr.  Payntcr.  When  you 
get  the  pidtures  I mult  be  in  the  middle,  for  God 
knows,  without  good  fupporters  *,  I lhall  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Yours,  &c. 

Horatio  Neisov. 

# The  portrait  alluded  to  was  placed  by  Captain  Locker,  to 
whom  it  was  prefented,  between  tliofe  of  the  prefent  Admiral 
Ceorgc  Montague  and  Sir  Charles  Pole. 
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' No.  VI. 

Page  43. — After  a long  and  fatiguing,  &c. 

' my  dear  sir,  Yarmouth  Roads,  Dec.  12,  1 781. 

I would  have  written  a line  before  this,  but  I 
expe&ed  every  moment  would  have  brought  a wind,  that 
would  have  fent  me  to  the  Downs,  whither  I am  bound 
with  a large  convoy  of  dore-fhips  for  Portfmouth  and 
Plymouth.  I afTure  you  I have  almod  been  froze  on  the 
Other  fide  of  the  water,  here  we  find  it  quite  futnmer-, 
we  have  not  met  with  any  fuccefs,  indeed  there  is  nothing 
you  can  meet,  but  what  is  in  force  ; the  Dutch  have  not 
a finglc  merchantman  at  fe»;  one  privateer  was  in  our 
fleet,  but  it  was  not  podible  to  lay  hold  of  him ; I chafed 
him  an  hour,  and  came  fad  up  with  him,  but  was  obliged 
to  return  to  the  fleet.  I find  fince  it  was  the  noted  Fall, 
the  Pirate.  Macbride  failed  from  hence  yederday  with  his 
two  Dutch  prizes ; they  are  privateers  fchooner  rigged, 
but  very  different  from  what  you  would  fnppofe  by  his 
letter  ; whoever  gets  them  as  fine  iloops  of  war,  will  be 
very  much  difappointed  w hen  they  fee  them.  Dickfon  in 
the  Sampfon  was  our  commander.  What  fools  the  Dutch 
mud  have  been  not  to  have  taken  us  into  the  Texel ! the 
Convoy  confided  of  260  fail;  they  behaved  as  all  convoys 
that  ever  I faw  did  ; fhatnefully  parting  company  every 
day  : 1 to  fail  are  now  in  the  Roads.  I hope  to  hear  you 
have  a Ihip,  at  lead  that  your  health  will  permit  you  to  take 
•ne. 

The  Albemarle,  although  you  abufed  her  at  Woolwich, 
has  fome  good  failing  in  her  ; the  Argo,  a new  forty-four, 
we  can  fpar?  a great  deal  of  fail,  and  I think  we  go  full 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


II 


as  well  as  the  Enterprise.  If  you  write  a line  to  the 
Downs,  I (hall  get  it  there,  Jtc. 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  VII. — Extract. 

» I 

Page  43. — He  was  fent  to  Newfoundland. 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  Portfmouth , April  id,  1782. 

I ought  to  be  Scolded  for  not  having  wrote  t# 
you  for  this  long  time  pad.  I can  make  very  lame  excules. 
The  weather  has  been  fo  very  bad  for  thefe  ten  days,  and 
Southerly  winds  fo  drong,  that  I have  not  been  able  to  get 
the  old  Albemarle  out  of  the  harbour.  I am  ordered  to 
Cork  to  join  the  Datdalus,  Captain  Pringle,  and  go  with 
a convoy  to  Quebec,  where  worfe  than  all  to  tell,  I 
underdand  I am  to  winter.  I want  much  to  be  off  from 
this  voyage,  and  believe  if  I had  time  to  look  a little  about 
me,  I could  get  another  (hip.  Mr.  Adair,  who  attends 
on  Mr.  Keppel,  might  tell  him  that  in  fuch  a country  I 
(halt  be  laid  up,  for  he  has  told  me  that  if  I was  fent  to  a 
cold  damp  climate,  it  would  make  me  worfe  than  ever ; 
many  of  my  navy  friends  have  advifed  me  to  reprefent  my 
(ituation  to  Admiral  Keppel,  and  they  have  no  doubt  but 
he  would  give  me  other  orders,  or  remove  me ; but  as  I 
received  my  orders  from  Lord  Sandwich,  I cannot  help 
thinking  it  wrong  to  afk  Mh  Keppel  to  alter  them. 

J hope  to  hear  by  next  pod  you  have  a (hip. 

Farewell,  &c. 

Horatio  Nelson.  ' 

[The  parts  omitted  are  fuch  as  relate  to  private  family  concerns 
only,  therefore  totally  uninterefting  to  the  public.  The  preceding 
extract  proves  the  lhattered  ftate  of  his  conlUtution,  even  at  that 
early  age,  and  the  zeal  with  which  he  chofe  to  encounter  the  iq> 
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temperature,  and  inclemency  of  any  climate  whatever,  rather  than 
make  a complaint  which  he  thought  could  in  the  moft  diftaut 
A degree  affect  the  fervice.j 

No.  VII, 

S/.  John's  Harbour,'  Newfoundland , 
/ MY  DEAR  SIR,  June  \Ji,  1782. 

We  arrived  at  this  difagrceable  place  laft  Mon- 
day at  daylight  (the  27th)  with  four  fail  of  the  convoy  ; 
we  parted  from  the  Dsedalus  on  the  7th  of  May,  300 
leagues  to  the  weft  ward  of  Cape  Clear  in  a hard  gale  of 
wind ; as  the  wind  has  blown  ftrong  from  the  eaftward, 
ever  fmee  our  arrival  here,  I imagine  that  Captain  Pringle 
could  not  fetch  this  port,  and  is  therefore  gone  on  to 
the  weftward  ; if  he  is,  this  wind  will  carry  him  to  Que- 
bec, while  I am  fo  unfortunate  to  be  kept  here  with  a fair 
wind;  for  the  entrance  of  this  harbour  is  fo  narrow,  that 
you  cannot  fail  unlefs  the  wind  blows  right  out:  as  foon 
as  the  wind  changes  I (hall  fail.  The  Leocadia  arrived 
here  three  days  before  us  with  the  fait  (hips  from  Lilbon. 
Captain  Hope  dcfires  his  compliments ; he  took  a fhip 
privateer,  the  day  he  made  the  land,  of  fourteen  guns. 
We  have  heard  the  news  from  the  Weft  Indies,  but  not 
the  particulars;  it  is  reported  that  the  Duke  blew  up  in 
the  a&ion  * : I hope  to  God  it  is  not  true,  I had  rather  the 
French  were  at  the  devil,  than  have  loft  Captain  Gardner : 
he  is  a real  Infs  to  the  ferviep.  You  know  the  particulars 
long  before  this.  My  fecond  lieutenant  left  the  (hip  at 
Cork  ; the  other  lieutenant  not  having  joined  the  fhip,  I 
gave  Bromwich  an  order  to  a&  as  a lieutenant : in  all 
probability  it  will  get  him  fome  prize-money,  and  I hope 

* This  refers  to  the  encounter  between  Sir  George  Rodney  and 
the  Count  de  GrafTe. 
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get  him  confirmed  a lieutenant ; he  does  his  duty  exceed- 
ingly well  as  an  officer  : indeed  I am  very  well  off.  As  to 
myfelf,  the  voyage  agrees  with  me  much  better  than  I 
expedted. — I think  the  chance  is  much  againft  your  letter, 
as  it  goes  by  the  way  of  Lilbon. 

June  3.  The  remainder  of  the  Quebec  fleet  are  arrived 
at  a harbour  a few  leagues  to  the  leeward  of  this,  and  I am 
now  getting  under  fail  to  join  the  other  part  of  the  fleet 
from  this  place.  The  I ri ill  Newfoundland  fleet  arrived 
here  on  the  id  of  June,  and  the  Arethufa  with  the  Eng- 
!i(h  fleet  at  a place,  where  the  Quebec  fleet  are,  on  the  2d 
inftant,  with  their  whole  fleets  ; not  a fliip  taken  in  any 
of  the  fleets. 

Farewell,  kc. 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  VIII. 

Page  43. — Being  ordered  on  a cruife  off  Bo/lon,  &c. 

Albemarle,  IJle  of  Bee , River  St.  Lawrence, 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  Ofi.  19 //;,  1782. 

My  letter  from  Newfoundland,  by  way  of  . 
Lilbon,  if  you  ever  will  receive,  you  have  got  long  before 
tl  is  time  ; but  this  I moft  finccrely  hope  will  not  find  you 
at  Gray’s  Inn ; but  that  Old  England,  at  this  time  of  need, 
will  have  the  fervices  of  fo  good  an  officer.  We  arrived  here 
with  the  convoy  on  the  ill  of  July,  and  failed  upon  a 
cruife  the  4th,  and  returned  to  Quebec  on  the  17th  of 
September,  knocked  up  with  feurvy ; having  myfelf  for 
eight  weeks,  together  with  all  the  officers,  lived  upon  fait 
beef ; nor  had  the  (hip's  company  a ftnglc  frcfli  meal  fmee 
the  7th  of  April.  In  the  end,  our  cruife  has  been  an  unfuc- 
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cefsful  one ; wc  have  taken,  feen,  and  deftroyed  morb 
enemies  than  is  feldom  done  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
but  not  one  arrived  in  port ; I do  not  repine  at  our  lofs  t 
we  have  in  other  refpe&s  been  very  fortunate,  for  on  the 
14th  of  Auguft  we  fell  in  with,  in  Bofton  Bay  four  fail  of 
the  line  and  the  Iris  French  man  of  war,  part  of  Monf. 
Vaudreuil’s  fquadron,  who  gave  us  a pretty  dance  for 
nine  or  ten  hours,  but  we  beat  all  except  the  frigate,  and 
though  we  brought  to  for  her,  after  we  were  out  of  light 
of  the  line  of  battle  Ihips,  Ihe  tacked  and  flood  from  us  : 
our  efcape  I think  wonderful ; they  were  upon  the  clear- 
ing up  of  a fog  within  Ihot  of  us,  and  chafed  us  the  whole 
time  about  one  point  from  the  wind  : the  frigate  I fancy 
had  not  forgotten  the  drelfing  Captain  Salter  had  given 
the  Amazon,  for  daring  to  leave  the  line  of  battle  Blips. 
A fortnight  ago  when  I was  at  Quebec  with  no  other 
expectation,  or  defires  than  to  return  to  England,  arrive 
the  Drake  Hoop,  and  Cockatrice  cutter,  with  orders  for 
the  tranfports  to  be  fitted  for  the  reception  of  troops,  and 
to  be  fent  to  New  York : in  confequence  thereof  old 
Worth  has  given  me  orders  to  carry  the  fleet  to 
New  York' — a very  pretty  job  at  this  late  feafon  of  the 
year,  for  our  fails  are  at  this  moment  frozen  to  the  yards. 
The  wind  has  this  moment  flown  round  from  the  eaflward 
to  the  well,  and  I have  jufl  made  the  fignal  to  unmoor  : 
you  fhall  hear  from  me  again  when  I reach  New  York. 

Adieu,  &rc. 

Horatio  Nelson. 

[That  fingular  modelty,  which  pervaded  every  a&ion  of  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  life,  is  remarkably  confpicuous  in  the  foregoing  letter,  al- 
though his  conduct  had  been  fo  exemptary  and  gallant  on  the  pre- 
ceding occafion  ; yet,  even  in  a private  communication  to  a molt 
iutiifaatc  friend,  he  forbore  not  only  from  alfuming  the  finallcft 
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merit  to  himfelf,  but  attributes  the  conclufion  of  that  event  to  the 
bravery  of  another  officer,  ou  an  occahon  totally  unconneftcd  with 
himfelf.] 


No.  IX. — Extracts. 

Page  45. — He  proceeded  from  thence  to  the  fVefi  Indies , &c. 

MY  DEAR  sir,  Albemarle,  New  York,  Nov.  I'jth,  1782. 

I found  Lord  Hood  here 

upon  my  arrival,  and  I have  requefted  him  to  take  me 
with  him,  to  the  Weft  Indies ; he  has  written  to  Admiral 
Digby  for  me,  and  I was  to  have  failed  with  the  fleet  this 
day,  but  for  fome  private  reafons,  when  my  fliip  was 
under  fail  from  New  York  to  join  Hood,  I was  fent  for 
on  (hore,  and  told  I was  to  be  kept  forty-eight  hours  after 
the  failing  of  the  fleet : it  is  much  to  my  private  advantage, 
but  I had  rather  have  failed  with  the  fleet ; if  there 
is  wind  enough  they  fail  this  day 

I am  acandidatc  (with  Lord  Hood),  for  a line  of  battle 
{hip  : he  has  honoured  me  highly  by  a letter,  for  wilhing 
tp  go  off  this  ftation,  to  a ftation  of  fervice,  and  has 
promifed  me  his  friendfttip : Prince  William  is  with  him, 
I think  it  is  the  prelude  to  the  Digby’s  going  off  this 
ftation ; money  is  the  great  obje&  here,  nothing  elfe 
attended  to. 

The  French  are  ftill  in  Bofton.  The  packet  fails  to- 
morrow, and  I have  been  fo  much  employed  in  fitting  my 
/hip,  that  I could  not  get  time  tp  write  before  to-day,  and 
you  muft  cxcufe  me  for  not  faying  more  ; though  I could 
fill  another  fheet  very  well ; when  I arrive  in  the  Weft 
Indies  you  will  hear  immediately  from  me. 

Farewell,  See. 

Horatio  Nelson. 
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No.  X. 

Page  49. — Having  been  ordered  to  attend  bis  Royal  Htgbnefs, 

Albemarle,  Cape  Tiberosn,  Feb.  25,  1783. 

My  fituation  in  Lord  Hood’s  fleet,  mull  be  in 
the  highefl  degree  flattering  to  a young  man.  He  treats 
uie  as  if  1 was  his  Ton,  and  will,  I am  convinced,  give 
roc  any  thing  1 can  alk  of  him  ; nor  is  my  fltuation  with 
Prince  William  lefs  flattering.  Lord  Hood  was  fo  kind 
as  to  tell  him  (indeed  I cannot  make  ufe  of  expreflions 
ftrong  enough  to  deferibe  what  I felt)  that  if  he  wifhed  to 
afk  queftions  relative  to  naval  taftics,  I could  give  him  as 
much  information  as  any  officer  in  the  fleet.  He  will  be, 
I am  certain,  an  ornament  to  our  fervice.  He  is  a featnan, 
which,  perhaps,  you  would  hardly  fuppofe.  Every  other 
qualification  you  may  expert  from  him.  A vafl  deal  of 
notice  has  been  taken  of  him  at  Jamaica;  he  has  been 
addrefled  by  the  Council,  and  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  were 
to  addrefs  him  the  day  after  I failed.  He  has  his  levees 
at  SpanifhTown  : they  are  all  highly  delighted  with  him. 
With  the  beft  temper,  and  great  good  fenfe,  he  cannot 
fail  of  being  pleafing  to  every  one. 


No.  XI. 

Page  49. — He  returned from  thence  to  England,  See. 

Salijbury  Street,  Strand,  July  12,  1783. 

When  I look  at  the  date  of  your  letter  I 
received  at  Portfmouth,  I ought  to  be  afhamed  at  not 
having  written  to  you,  but  you  always  knew  I was  a 
carelefs  fellow,  although,  be  allured,  my  great  efleem 
ami  rtfped  for  you  can  never  be  leffencd.  My  time,  ever 
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Cnee  I arrived  in  town,  has  been  taken  up  in  attempting 
to  get  the  wages  due  to  my  good  fellows  for  various  (hips 
they  have  ferved  in  during  the  war.  The  difguft  of  the 
feamen  to  the  navy  is  all  owing  to  the  infernal  plan  of 
turning  them  over  from  fhip  to  (hip,  fo  that  men  cannot 
be  attached  to  their  officers,  or  their  officers  care  twopence 
about  them  : my  (hip  was  paid  off  laft  week  ; and  in  fuch 
a manner  as  mud  flatter  any  officer ; particularly  in  thefe 
turbulent  times : the  whole  (hip’s  company  offered,  if  I 
could  get  a (hip,  to  enter  for  her  immediately,  but  I have 
no  thoughts  of  going  to  fea,  for  I cannot  afford  to  live  on 
board  (hips,  in  fuch  a manner  as  is  going  on  at  prefent. 
Yefterday  Lord  Hood  carried  me  to  St.  James’s  ; the  King 
was  exceedingly  attentive;  on  Monday,  or  Tuefday,  l 
am  to  be  at  Windfor,  to  take  leave  of  Prince  William, 
previous  to  his  embarkation  for  the  continent. 

No.  XII. 

Page  49.  He  immediately  went  ever  to  France,  Sic. 

MV  dear  sir,  St.  Omer , Nov.  2 d,  1783. 

Our.  travels,  fince  we  left  you,  have  been  extended 
to  much  greater  length  than  I apprehended ; but  I muff 
do  Captain  Mac  the  juffice  to  fay  it  was  all  my  doing, 
and  in  a great  meafurc  againff  his  advice  ; but  experience 
bought  is  beft  ; and  all  my  experience  1 have  paid  pretty 
dearly  for.  We  dined  at  Canterbury,  the  day  we  parted 
from  you,  and  called  at  Captain  Sandys’  houfe,  but  he  was 
juft  gone  out  to  dinner,  in  the  country,  therefore  we  did  not 
fee  him  : we  dept  at  Dover,  and.  next  morning  at  feven 
o’clock,  put  to  fea  with  a fine  N.  W.  wind,  and  at  half 
pad  ten  we  were  fafe  at  breakfaft  in  Monf.  Grandiire’s 
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houfe  at  Calais.  His  mother  kept  it  when- Hogarth 
wrote  his  Gate  of  Calais.  Sterne’s  Sentimental  Journey  ir- 
the  beft  defeription  I can  give  of  our  tour.  Mac  advifed 
me  to  go  firft  to  St.  Omer,  as  he  had  experienced  the 
difficulty  of  attempting  to  fix  in  any  place  where  there  are 
no  Englifh ; after  dinner  we  fet  off,  intending  to  go  to 
Montrieul,  fixty  miles  from  Calais : they  told  us  we  tra- 
velled enpojle , but  I am  fure  we  did  not  get  on  more  than 
four  miles  an  hour : I was  highly  diverted  in  looking 
what  a curious  figure  the  poftillions  in  their  jack  boots, 
and  their  rats  of  horfes  made  together.  Their  chaifes 
have  no  fprings,  and  the  road  generally  paved  like  London 
ftrccts;  therefore  you  will  naturally  fuppofe  we  were 
pretty  well  fhaken  together  by  the  time  we  had  travelled 
two  polls  and  a half,  which  is  fifteen  miles,  to  Marquees  ; 
here  wc  were  fliewn  into  an  inn,  (they  colled  it,J  I fhould 
have  called  it  a pigflie  ; we  were  fhewn  into  a room  with 
two  draw  beds,  and  with  great  difficulty  they  muttered  up 
clean  llieets  ; and  gave  us  two  pigeons  for  fupper,  upon 
a dirty  cloth,  with  wooden-handled  knives — 0 what  a 
tranfuion  frem  happy  England!  But  we  laughed  at  the  re- 
patt,  and  went  to  bed  with  the  determination  that  nothing 
ffiould  ruffle  onr  tempers.  Having  llept  very  well,  we  fet 
off  at  daylight  for  Boulogne,  where  we  breakfafted  : this 
place  was  full  of  Englilh,  I fuppofe  beCaufe  wine  is  fo 
very  cheap ; we  went  on  after  breakfaft  to  Montrieul, 
and  patted  through  the  finett  corn  country  that  my  eyes 
ever  beheld,  diverfified  with  fine  woods  fometimes  for 
two  miles  together,  through  noble  forefis.  The  roads 
modly  were  well  planted  with  trees,  which  made  as  fine  an 
avenue  as  to  any  gentleman’s  country  feat.  Montrieul  is 
thirty  miles  from  Boulogne,  fituated  upon  a fmall  hill,  in 
the  middle  of  a fine  plain,  which  reached  as  far  as  the  eye 
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could  carry  you,  except  toward  the  Tea,  which  is  about 
twelve  miles  from  it.  We  put  up  at  the  fame  houfe,  and 
with  the  fame  jolly  landlord  that  recommended  Le  Fleur 
to  Sterne.  Here  we  wifhed  much  to  have  fixed,  but  nei- 
-ther  good  lodgings,  or  matters  could  be  procured  ; for 
there  is  no  middling  clafs  of  people ; fixty  noblemen’s 
families  lived  in  the  town,  they  owned  the  vaft  plain 
round  it,  and  the  rett  are  very  poor  indeed.  This  is  the 
fineft  country  for  game  that  ever  I was  in  ; partridges 
are  fold  at  twopence  halfpenny  a couple,  pheafants  and 
woodcocks  in  proportion,  and  in  fhort  every  fpecies  of 
poultry.  We  dined,  fupped,  lay,  and  breakfafted  next 
day,  Saturday  ; then  we  proceeded  upon  our  tour,  leaving 
Montrieul  you  may  fuppofe  with  great  regret;  we  reached 
Abbeville  at  eight  o’clock : but  unluckily  for  us,  two 
Englifhmen,  one  of  whom  called  himfelf  Lord  KingJJand, 
I cannot  pottibly  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  him,  and  a Mr. 
Bullock,  decamped  at  three  o’clock  that  afternoon  in 
debt  to  every  fhopkeeper  in  the  place.  Thefe  gentlemen 
kept  elegant  houfes,  horfes,  &c.  fo  that  we  found  the 
town  in  an  uproar.  No  matters  could  be  had  at  this  place 
that  could  fpeak  a word  of  Englifli,  and  all  matters  that 
can  fpeak  Englifh  grammatically,  attend  at  the  places  fre- 
quented by  the  Englifh,  that  is  to  fay,  St.  Outer's,  Lille, 
Dunkirk,  and  Boulogne,  to  the  northward  of  Paris,  fo 
that  as  I had  no  intention  of  travelling  to  the  fouth  of 
France  till  the  fprtng  at  any  rate,  I determined,  with 
Mac’s  advice,  to  fteer  for  St.  Omer’s,  where  we  ar- 
rived laft  Tuefday  : and  I own  I was  furprifed  to  find, 
inttead  of  a dirty,  natty  town,  which  I had  always 
heard  it  reprefented,  a large  city,  well  paved,  good  ttreets, 
and  well  lighted.  We  lodge  in  a plcafant  French  fa- 
mily, and  have  our  dinners  fent  from  a traiteur’i.  There 
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are  two  very  agreeable  young  ladies,  daughters,  who  k$- 
nour  us  with  their  company  very  often  : one  always  makes 
our  break  fall,  and  the  other  our  tea  ; and  play  a game  of 
cards  in  the  evening.  Therefore  I mull  learn  French 
if  it  is  only  for  the  pleafure  of  talking  to  them,  for  they 
do  not  fpeak  a word  of  Englifh.  Here  are  a great  num- 
ber of  Engl i fh  in  this  place,  but  we  vi lit  only  two  fa- 
milies ; if  I did  I Ihould  never  fpeak  French.  Two 
noble  captains  are  here ; you  do  not  know,  I believe,  either 
of  them  ; they  have  not  vifited  me,  and  1 fhall  not,  be 
aiTured,  court  their  acquaintance.  If  Charles  Pole  is  ar- 
rived, and  you  write  to  him,  give  my  kind  rcfpe£ls  to  him  ; 
I efteem  him  as  a brother : tell  me  where  I can  write  to 
him.  You  mult  be  heartily  tired  of  this  long  epiftle,  if 
you  can  read  it,  but  I have  the  worft  pen  in  the  world, 
and  I can’t  mend  it.  God  blefs  you,  and  be  allured 
I am  your  fincerc  friend, 

And  affectionate  humble  fervant, 

Horatio  Nelson. 

Captain  Macnamara  defires  his  compliments  to  you  ; 
his  and  mine  to  Mrs.  Bradley,  Dyne,  &c. — Direct  to 
me  A Monfieur  Monficur  Nelfon,  chcz  Madame  La 
Mourie,  St.  Omcr,  cn  Artois. 


No.  XIII. 

my  iJear  friend,  St.  Omer's,  Nsv.  22,  1783. 

Your  kind  letter  I received  laft  night.  I con- 
cluded you  were  in  London,  as  I had  not  the  pleafure  of 
hearing  from  you  fooner.  Since  I wrote  laft  I have  been 
very  near  coming  to  England,  occalioned  by  the  melan- 
choly account  I received  of  my  dear  f.ftcr’s  death  : my 
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father,  whofe  grief  on  the  occafton  was  intolerable,  is,  I 
hope,  better  ; therefore  I (hall  not  come  over  ; flic  died 
at  Bath  after  a nine  days  illness,  in  the  twenty-fird  year 
of  her  age  ; it  was  occaOoned  by  coming  but  of  the  ball- 
room immediately  from  dancing.  Your  time  with  Captain 
Reynolds  mud  have  been  very  agreeable  : the  good  opi- 
nion he  is  pleafed  to  entertain  of  me  is  highly  flattering  ; 
it  is  more  than  my  fhort  acquaintance  with  him  had  a 
right  to  expc£l.  French  goes  on  but  (lowly  ; but  pa- 
tience, of  which  you  know  I have  not  much,  and  perfe- 
verance,  will  make  me  mafter  of  it.  Here  are  two  navy 
captains  at  this  place,  but  we  do  not  vifit ; they  are  very 
fine  gentlemen  with  epaulets : you  may  fuppofc  I hofd 
them  a little  cheap  for  putting  on  any  part  of  a French- 
man's uniform.  Macnamara  is  very  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  about  his  pi&ure ; he  will 
write  a podfeript  at  the  end  of  his  letter.  Captain  Young 
vifited  me  to-day,  and  to-morrow  we  meet  at  dinner;  I 
(hall  certainly  deliver  your  compliments ; he  is  come  over 
to  place  his  brother,  who  is  a lieutenant,  in  a French  fa- 
mily. He  returns  immediately  to  England.  Mac  was 
prefent  lad  night  at  a very  elegant  ball,  but  my  mind  is 
too  much  taken  up  with  the  recent  account  of  my  dear 
(ifler’s  death  to  partake  of  any  amuft-ments. 

I am  much  obliged  to  Charles  Pole  for  his  remem- 
brance; I (hould  have  written  to  him  had  I known 
•where  to  have  directed  a letter.  When  you  write  to 
Captain  Reynolds  give  my  bed  compliments,  and  to  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Gardner  alfo.  If  I am  not  in  England 
before  the  w inter  is  over,  I (hall  go  to  Paris  in  thefpring; 
where  I have  received  a mod  polite  invitation  from  the 
officer  whom  I detained  off  Porto  Cavallo  ; I did  not  know 

& 3 


t Digitized  by  Google 


22 


APPENDIX. 


his  rank  at  that  time,  or  after,  tilt  I came  here ; he  went 
by  the  name  of  Count  de  Deux  Ponts.  He  is  a prince  of 
the  Empire,  a general  of  the  French  army,  knight  of  the 
grand  order  of  St.  Louis,  and  was  fecond  in  command  at 
the  capture  of  York  Town.  His  brother  is  heir  appa- 
rent of  the  electorate  of  Bavaria,  and  of  the  Palatinate. 
The  prefent  EleCtor  is  eighty  years  of  age,  and  this  gen- 
tleman's brother  is  upon  his  death-bed  ; fo  molt  probably 
I Ihall  have  had  the  honour  of  having  taken  prifoner  a 
man,  who  will  be  a fovercign  prince  of  Europe,  and 
brings  into  the  field  near  a hundred  thoufand  men  t his 
letter  is  truly  expreflive  of  the  attention  that  was  paid 
him,  when  on  board  my  (hip.  There  are  a vaft  number 
of  Englilh  at  this  place  ; I vifit  but  few  of  them.  In 
two  of  them  I am  very  happy  in  their  acquaintance  ; one 
is  the  brother  of  Maflingberd,  who  was  in  the  Lowef- 
toffe ; he  is  very  polite,  and  his  lady  a very  Complete 
gentlewoman  ; we  arc  quite  at  home  : — the  other  is  an 
Englilh  clergyman,  who  has  a very  large  family,  two 
very  agreeable  daughters  grown  up,  about  twenty  years 
of  age,  who  play  and  ftng  to  us  whenever  we  go.  I 
mull  take  care  of  my  heart  I allure  you.  God  blefs  you, 
my  dear  friend.  - 

I am  yours,  moft  ftneerely, 

Horatio  Nelson. 


EXTRACTS. 

Page  49. — He  was  faun  after  ccmmifftoned  to  the  Boreas. 

No.  3,  Lancaf.tr  Court,  Afar  eh  23,  1784. 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Not  having  written  for  fo  long  a time,  I am 
almolt  afhamed  of  telling  you  I am  yet  in  town.  On 
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Friday  laft  I yvas  commillioned  for  the  Boreas  in  Long 
Reach,  at  prefent  under  the  command  of  Captain  Wells 
(Lord  Keppel’s),  and  I am  alfo  forry  to  fay,  that  the 
fame  day  gave  me  an  ague  and  fever,  which  has  returned 
every  other  day  fince,  and  pulled  me  down  moft  aftonilh- 
ingly  : I underfland  Hie  is  going  to  the  Leeward  Iflands, 
and  I am  alked  to  carry  out  Lady  Hughes  and  her  family. 
The  (hip  is  full  of  young  midfliipmen,  and  every  body  is 
alking  me  to  take  feme  one  or  other;  I -am  told  (he  is 
well  officered  and  manned  ; I have  not  feen  her  as  yet, 
but  (hall  go  down  to-morrow.  *****  I mult  conclude 
with  faying,  if  there  is  any  young  gentleman  you  wi(h  me 
to  take,  I (hall  have  great  plcafurc  in  paying  every  at- 
tention in  my  power  to  him. 

Yours,  &c. 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XIV. 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  Portfmouth,  April  21,  1784. 

Since  I parted  from  you,  I have  encountered 
many  difagrecable  adventures.  The  day  after  I left  you, 
we  failed  at  daylight,  juft  after  high  water.  The  d — d 
pilot,  it  makes  me  fwearto  think  of  it,  ran  the  (hip  aground, 
where  fhe  lay  with  fo  little  water  that  the  people  could 
walk  round  her  till  next  high  water.  That  night  and 
part  of  the  next  day  we  lay  below  the  Norc  with  a hard 
gale  of  wind  and  fnow  ; Tuefday  I got  into  the  Downs  ; 
Wcdnefclay  I got  into  a quarrel  with  a Dutch  Indiaman 
who  had  Engliffimen  on  board,  which  we  fettled,  though 
with  fomc  difficulty.  The  Dutchman  has  made  a com- 
plaint againft  me ; but  the  Admiralty  fortunately  have 
approved  my  condudl  in  the  bufinefs,  a thing  they  are  not 
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very  guilty  of  where  there  is  a likelihood  of  a j croft , 
And  yefterday  to  complete  me,  I was  riding  a blackguard 
horfe  that  ran  away  with  me  at  Common,  carried  me 
round  all  the  works  into  Portfmouth,  by  the  London 
gates,  through  the  town  out  at  the  gate  that  leads  to  Com- 
mon, where  there  was  a waggon  in  the  road,  which  is  fo 
very  narrow  that  a horfe  could  barely  pafs.  To  fave 
my  legs,  and  perhaps  my  life,  l was  obliged  to  throw 
myfelf  from  the  horfe,  which  I did  with  great  agility : 
but  unluckily  upon  hard  ftoncs,  which  has  hurt  my  back 
and  my  leg,  but  done  no  other  mifchief.  It  was  a thou- 
fand  to  one  that  I had  not  been  killed.  To  crown  all,  a 
young  girl  was  with  me  ; her  horfe  ran  away  as  well  as 
mine  ; but  moil  fortunately  a gallant  young  man  fcized  the 
horfc’s  bridle  a moment  before  I difmountcd,  and  faved 
her  from  the  deftru&ion  flic  could  not  have  avoided. 
Kingfmill  came  to  town  on  Sunday,  and  has  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  his  (hip  and  land  frigate  again.  Lady  Hughes 
is  here,  but  I have  not  received  my  orders.  Give  my 
compliments  to  Madam  Bradley,  &c.  and  reft  allured 
I am  yours, 

Moll  finccrcly, 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XV. 

Boreas,  Spithead,  May  14,  1784. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

The  Commifltoner  is  now  paying  my  /hip, 
and  I am  making  ufe  of  the  time,  that  I may  be  able  to 
fave  poll,  for  none  goes  out  to-morrow.  I was  agreeably 
furprifed  by  your  letter,  for  I did  not  expefl  to  hear  you 
was  in  London.  I thank  you  much  for  your  news. 
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which  if  true,  hollilities  mul)  commence  foon  again 
with  the  French  : God  fend,  I fay.  But  if  Cornwallis 
is  going  out,  I (hall  be  a little  vexed  1 am  not  to  be  on© 
of  the  (hips.  Whenever  I go  to  Dominica,  you  may  be 
allured  that  every  circumflance  relative  to  your  cflate 
(hall  be  inquired  into.  Jamaica  is  the  place  I wi(h  to 
go  to.  J have  fcarcely  time  to  fay,  how  much 
I am  your  devoted, 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XVI. 

Boreas,  Madeira,  June  7,  1 784. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

The  opportunity  that  offers  of  a vefTel’s  failing 
for  London,  makes  me  embrace  the  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  my  friends  4 therefore  you  are  fure  of  hearing,  or 
1 mud  be  ingrate  indeed.  1 have  received  on  board  a 
quarter  calk  df  wine  for  you  from  our  friend  Mr.  Hig- 
gins, who  has  been  extremely  civil : Mr.  Murray,  the 
conful,  1 have  not  dined  with,  owing  to  a little  etiquette 
about  viGting.  We  arrived  here  on  the  id,  after  a plea- 
fant  paflage,  the  ladies  quite  well,  and  fatisfied  with 
the  (hip.  To-morrow  I fail,  for  I am  tired  of  this 
place.  I beg  the  favour  of  Kingfmill  to  inclofc  this.  By 
every  opportunity  be  allured  that  I (hall  fcrawl  a line,  for 
po  man  has  a higher  fenfc  of  the  obligations  he  is  under 
fp  you,  than 

Your  faithful  and  devoted 

Horatio  Nelson. 
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No.  XVII. 

. Bfirtas , Englijb  Harbour,  Sept.  24,  1784. 

MV  SEAR  FRIEND, 

I was  in  hopes  that  the  firft  letter  I fhoulil 
write  you  from  this  country  would  have  given  you  fomc 
information  of  your  Dominica  eftate,  but  that  is  not  irt 
my  power.  I was  one  day  in  Prince  Rupert’s  Bay  to 
wood  and  water ; there  you  know  I could  get  no  inform- 
ation. If  Sandys  fhould  go  to  Dominica,  I fhall  give 
Bradley’s  letter  to  him,  ^nd  write  to  Orde  upon  the  fub- 
je£l.  Collingwood  is  at  Grenada,  which  is  a great  lofs  to 
me  ; for  there  is  nobody  that  I can  make  a confidant  of. 

The  little  man is  a good-natured  laughing  creature, 

but  no  more  of  an  officer  as  a captain-than  he  was  as  3 
lieutenant.  Was  it  not  for  Mrs.  M.  who  is  very  very  good 
to  me,  I fhould  almofl  hang  myfelf  at  this  infernal  hole. 

is  tolerable,  but  I do  not  like  him,  he  bows  and 

ferapes  too  much  for  me  ; his  wife  has  an  eternal  clack, 
fo  that  I go  near  them  as  little  as  poffible  ; in  fhort,  I de- 
teft  this  country,  but  as  I embarked  on  this  Ration  I fhall 
remain  in  my  fhip.  Our  ears  are  full  of  wars  in  the  eaft  ; 
is  there  any  likelihood  of  a war  ? I am  in  a fine  trim  for 
the  beginning  of  one;  well  officered  and  manned.  I 
have  not  heard  from  a fingle  creature  in  England  fince  I 
arrived.  I have  written  to  every  body,  and  to  you  from 
Madeira,  but  not  a line.  Give  my  bell  remembrance  to 
Kingfmill  and  to  friends  in  his  neighbourhood  ; and  I beg 
alfo  you  will  reft  affured 

I am 

Your  devoted  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

IIoratio  Nelson. 
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No.  XVIII. 

Englijh  Harbour,  Nov.  23,  1 784. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Your  kind  letter  I received  yefterday  upon  my 
arrival  here,  though  I cannot  fay  much,  as  my  time 
is  very  (hort,  being  obliged  to  fail  this  morning  for  the 
Virgin  Iflands.  Collingwood  is  here  ; he  defires  to  be 
kindly  remembered.  This  flation  is  far  from  a pleafant 
one.  Coll  defires  me  to  fay  he  will  write  you  foon  fuch 
a letter,  that  you  will  think  it  a hiftory  of  the  Weft  In- 
dies. What  an  amiable  good  man  he  is  1 all  the  reft  aw 
geefe.  I have  not  had  a letter  from  Kingfmill  this 
packet : when  you  write  remember  me  to  him.  I am  in 
my  way  to  examine  an  harbour  faid  to  be  fituated  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  John’s,  capable,  it  is  fuppofed,  to  contain 
a fleet  of  men  of  war  during  the  hurricane  feafons.  It 
is  odd  this  fine  harbour,  if  fuch  a one  there  is,  fhould 
not  have  been  made  ufe  of  long  ago  ; but  there  is  an  order 
from  the  Admiralty  to  fend  a frigate  to  examine  it : it  is 
faid  here  to  belong  to  the  Danes ; if  fo,  they  will  not 
let  me  furvey  it.  I mull  have  done,  for  the  fignal  gun 
is  fired  for  us  to  fail.  God  blefs  you,  my  dear  friend, 
and  believe  I am 

Yours  moft  affe&ionately, 
Horatio  Nelson, 


# .No.  XIX. 

Page  50,— 7 he  Americans,  after  having  trotted  themjelves, 
&C. 

Boreas,  BaffeUrre  Road,  Jan.  15,  1785. 
The  longer  I am  upon  this  Ration  the  worfe  I 
like  it.  Our  commander  has  not  that  good  opinion  of 
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his  own  fcnfe  which  he  ought  to  have.  He  is  led  by  the 
advice  of  the  iflanders  to  admit  the  Yankies  to  a trade  ; 
at  lead  to  wink  at  it.  He  does  not  give  himfelf  that 
weight  that  I think  an  Englilh  admiral  ought  to  do.  1, 
for  one,  am  determined  not  to  fuffer  the  Yankies  to 
come  where  my  (hip  is  ; for  I am  furc,  if  once  the  Ame- 
ricans arc  admitted  to  any  kind  of  intercourfe  with 
thefe  iflands,  the  views  of  the  lovalifts  in  fettling  Nova 
Scotia  are  entirely  done  away.  They  will  firft  become 
the  carriers,  and  next  have  pofleflion  of  our  iflands.  If 
we  ever  again  are  embroiled  in  a French  war,  the  refi- 
dents  of  thefe  iflands  are  Americans  by  connexion  and  by 
interefl,  and  are  inimical  to  Great  Britain.  They  are  as 
great  rebels  as  ever  were  in  America,  had  they  the  power 
to  (hew  it.  After  what  I have  And,  you  will  believe  I 
am  not  very  popular  with  the  people.  They  have  never 
vifited  me,  nor  have  I fet  a foot  in  any  houfe  fincc  I 
have  been  on  the  flation,  and  all  for  doing  my  duty  in 
being  true  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  A petition 
from  the  governor  and  council  has  gone  to  the  general 
and  admiral,  to  requeft  the  admiflion  of  Americans.  I 
have  given  my  niifwer  to  the  admiral  on  the  fubjeft  ; 
how  he  will  take  it  I know  not : but  I am  determined  to 
fupprefs  the  atlmiilion  of  foreigners  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
pow'er.  1 have  told  the  cuftom-houfe  people  that  I will 
complain  if  they  admit  any  foreigner  to  an  entry  : — an 
American  arrives  ; he  has  fprung  a leak,  or  a mad  ; he 
makes  a proteft  ; gets  admittance ; fellg  the  cargo  for 
ready  money ; goes  to  Martinique,  buys  molaflcs,  and 
fo  round  and  round.  But  I hate  them  all.  The  loyalist 
cannot  do  it,  confcqucntly  mull  fell  dearer. 
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Boreas,  St.  Kill's,  March  1 6,  1785. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Since  my  laft  I have  been  at  Prince  Rupert’s 
Bay,  and  with  great  difficulty  reached  the  houfe  which 
Admiral'Parry  built  upon  his  land;  the  houfe  is  levelled 
■with  the  ground,  nor  ffiould  I have  known  it  was  any 
thing  but  a wood,  had  not  my  guide  told  me  this  was  the 
eftate.  I made  every  inquiry  it  was  poffiblc  for  me  to  do 
as  to  worth,  or  what  could  be  done  with  it ; from  the 
whole  I have  heard  it  is  not  poffiblc  to  fell,  or  let  it.  If 
you  claim  it,  the  taxes  are  far  more  than  it  is  worth  in  its 
prefent  ftatc,  and  they  have  proclamations  for  giving  the 
loyalifts  lands  gratis,  fo  much  do  they  want  fcttlers  for 
the  ifland.  The  foil  is  bad,  fo  much  fo,  that  fevcral 
mulattocs  fettled  upon  the  cleared  part  after  Admiral 
Parry  left  it,  and  lived  in  the  houfe,  but  at  Lift  they  aban- 
doned it,  not  being  able  to  get  roots  to  grow  in  it.  Go- 
vernor Stewart  has  an  eftate  at  Prince  Rupert’s,  but 
quite  in  another  fttuaiion  ; 1 am  told  he  wifhes  for  the 
money  he  has  laid  out  upon  it.  And  now  let  tnc  tell  you 
a very  extraordinary  anecdote  of  Dominica  : — When  the 
Engliffi  firft  took  poffeffion  of  it,  they  thought  it  a fine 
fugar  ifland  ; they  built  by  far  the  beft  works  of  any 
ifland  in  our  pofleffion,  but  time  has  proved  that  the  foil 
is  not  proper  for  fugar,  as  it  takes  fome  hundred  gallons 
of  juice  to  makoa  hogfhead  more  than  at  any  other  ifland. 
Cotton  and  coffee  3rc  the  only  commodities,  it  will  pro- 
duce in  perfection.  If  ever  I go  to  Roifeau,  1 will  afk 
Governor  Stewart  if  any  thing  can  be  done,  and  I will 
do  what  is  right  in  the  bufinefs ; but  from  what  I have 
faid  little  can  be  expedted.  News  from  this  ill-fated 
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corner  you  will  not  expe£l  ; Moutray  is  gone  home  * 
few  days  ago,  fo  that  I lofe  my  only  valuable  friend  in 
thefe  iflands.  Every  day  convinces  how  fuperior  the  Ja- 
maica flat  ion  is  to  this  ; every  thing  is  extravagantly  dear, 
and  no  comforts.  All  the  navy  are  very  unpopular, 
from  the  governor  downwards,  for  hindering  the  Ame- 
rican fhips  from  trading  to  the  iflands.  I fcldom  go  on 
fhore,  hardly  once  a month  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Georges  are 
the  only  people  I know  upon  this  ifland.  How  have  you 
been  this  cold  winter  ? quite  flout,  I hope,  atjd  ail  your 

children  ; Collingwood  recommends , he  lays 

you  ought  to  marry  her ; what  a charming  good  man ! he 
is  a valuable  member  of  fociety.  Our  admiral  with  his 
family  are  juft  making  the  tour  of  the  iflands ; they  find 
probably  mbre  fktisfaftion  in  vifiting  than  I do,  for  they 
are  a fad  fet.  Yeftcrday  being  St.  Patrick’s  day,  the 
Irifli  colours  with  thirteen  (tripes  'in  them  were  hoifted 
all  over  the  town  ; I was  engaged  to  dine  with  the  Prefi- 
dent,  but  fent  an  excufc,  as  he  fuffered  thofe  colours  to 
fly  ; I mention  this  only  to  (hew  the  principles  of  thefe 
vagabonds.  God  blefs  you — farewell ; and  believe  me, 

I am  ever. 

Your  affe£lionate  humble  fervant, 
Horatio  Nelson. 

Collingwood  defired  me  to  make  his  compliments. 
March  18. 
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No.  XXI. 

Boreas,  Englijh  Harbour,  Sept.  4,  1 785. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Our  friend  Kingfinill  will  have  told  you  of 
my  captivity,  and  of  ail  the  difafters  I have  fuffered  for 
having  a&ed  with  a proper  fpirit  againft  the  viltanies  of 
a certain  fet  of  men  fettled  in  thefe  iflands  from  America, 
who  have  brought  their  rebellious  principles  with  them. 

If  minifters  do  not  fupport  me,  may  they  find  the  want 
k of  officers  to  fupport  them  ! You  know  by  this  vile  note 
that  we  hardly  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the  packet  at  St. 
John’s  before  her  time  of  failing  arrives,  therefore  from 
this  place  you  will  not  expert  a long  letter  ; indeed  my 
mind  has  been  fo  much  taken  up  with  law,  that  I hav© 
very  much  neglefled  my  beft  friends,  w ho  I am  fure  have 
great  reafon  to  complain  of  me ; but  I throw  myfelf  upon 
their  generofity,  and  hope  they  will  be  foiry  for  the  em- 
ployment which  has  appertained  to  me  for  fome  time 
part.  On  the  24th  laft  we  had  a mod  fevere  gale  of 
wind ; the  mifehief  is  great,  but  not  fo  much  as  might 
have  been  expeded.  The  men  of  war  rode  out  the  gale, 
but  very  many  fmall  velTels  are  loft  about  the  iflands.  At 
Martinico  we  have  a flying  report  that  almoft  every  thing 
is  deftroyed.  From  Barbadoes  and  Grenada  we  have 
not  heard.  I ftiould  hope  they  have  efcaped.  I wilh  I 
could  give  you  any  good  tidings  relative  to  your  Dominica 
eftate,  but  you  muft  not  be  fanguine  about  it.  Farewell, 
my  dear  friend,  and  reft  allured  with  what  fincere  re- 
gard and  efteem  I am 

Your  much  obliged  friend  and  fervant, 

Horatio  Nitso^r.  « 
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No.  XXII. 

Page  50. — The  cuUry  again/}  him  rofe  to  fo  great  art 
height,  &c. 

Boreas,  off  Afartinico,  March  5,  1786. 

MY  DEAR  PRIEHD, 

Your  kind  letter  of  December  5th  I only  re- 
ceived a few  days  ago  at  Antigua,  for  the  po(t-ofliccs 
here  are  fadly  carelefs  of  our  letters,  and  if  we  do  not 
happen  to  be  at  the  ifland  where  they  arrive,  they  will 
not  be  at  the  trouble  of  forwarding  them  to  us.  You 
aceufe  me  too  jttftly  of  not  writing ; I know  myfelf  to 
be  a fad  carelefs  fellow  in  that  rtfpeft,  and  too  often 
negledt  my  bell  friends  ; but  really  for  this  lad  year  I 
have  been  plagued  to  death  ; this  dation  has  not  been  over- 
pleafant,  had  it  not  been  for  Collingwood,  it  would  have 
been  the  mod  difagrceable  I ever  faw. 

**#•**#* 

I don't  like  to  fay  much  againd  any  man  ; there  has  been 
too  much  of  that  the  late  war;  but  as  I only  tell  it  to 
you  as  a friend,  you  will  not  let  it  go  further  than  you 
think  right.  Not  that  I care  who  knows  it ; for  i (hall 
produce  my  orders  whenever  l come  home,  from  fomc 
circumdances  which  have  lately  happened.  It  was  ne3r 
the  hurricane  months  when  I arrived  in  this  country, 
Conlequenfly  nothing  could  be  done  till  they  were  over 
in  November,  when  the  fquatlroti  arrived  at  Barbadoes, 
and  the  (hips  were  to  be  fent  to  the  different  tflands,  with 
orders  only  to  examine  the  anchorages,  and  whether 
there  was  wood  and  water.  This  did  not  appear  to  me 
, the  intent  of  placing  men  of  war  in  peaceable  times, 

• therefore  I alked  Collingwood  to  go  with  me  (for  his 
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fentiments  and  mine  were  exaftly  ft  mi  la  r)  to  — ; I 
then  afked  him  if  we  were  not  to  attend  to  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  and  to  take  care  that  the  Britifh  trade 
was  kept  in  thofe  channels  that  the  navigation  laws 
pointed  out.  He  anfwered,  he  had  no  orders,  nor  had 
the  Admiralty  fent  him  any  afts  of  parliament.  I told 
him  it  was  very  odd,  for  every  captain  of  a man  of  war 
was  fumifhed  with  the  flatutes  of  the  Admiralty,  in 
which  the  Navigation  Aft  was  included,  which  aft  was 
direfted  to  admirals,  captains,  &c.  to  fee  it  carried  into 
execution.  He  faid  he  had  never  feen  the  book  ; but 
having  produced  and  read  the  laws  to  him,  he  feemed 
convinced  that  men  of  war  were  fent  abroad  for  fome 
other  purpofe,  than  to  be  made  a (how  of.  (The  rebel 

Americans  at  this  time  filled  our  ports.)  then  gave 

orders  to  all  the  fquadron  to  fee  the  Navigation  Aft 
carried  into  execution.  When  I went  to  my  ilation 
at  St.  Kitts,  I turned  away  all  the  rebels,  not  choofing 
to  feize  them  at  that  time,  as  it  would  have  appeared  a 
trap  laid  for  them.  In  December,  to  my  aftonifhment, 
down  comes  an  order  from  him,  telling  us  he  had  received 
good  advice,  and  requiring  us  not  to  prevent  the  Ameri- 
cans from  coming  in,  and  having  free  egrefs  andregrefs, 
if  the  governor  chofe  to  allow  them ; he  enclofed  at  the 
fame  time  a copy  of  the  orders  he  fent  to  the  governors 

and  prefidents  of  the  i (lands.  and  others  began  by 

fending  letters  not  far  different  from  orders,  that  they 
lbould  admit  them  in  fuch  and  fuch  fituations,  &c.  tell- 
ing me had  left  it  to  them,  but  they  thought  it 

right  to  let  me  know  it.  Mr. I foon  trimmed  up 

and  filenced.  ’s  was  a more  delicate  bufinefs;  ( 

tnuft  either  difobey  my  orders,  or  difobey  afts  of  parlia- 
ment which  — — was  difubeying.  I determined  upon 
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the  former,  trufting  to  the  uprightncfs  of  my  intention, 
and  believing  that  my  country  would  not  allow  me  to  be 
ruined,  by  protcCling  her  commerce.  I fent  to  — 
expatiated  on  the  navigation  laws  to  the  beft  of  my  abi- 
lity ; told  him  I was  certain  fome  perfon  had  been  giving 
him  advice,  which  he  would  be  forry  for  having  taken, 
againft  the  pofitive  directions  of  a£ts  of  parliament ; and 
1 was  certain  he  had  too  much  regard  for  the  commerce 
of  Great  Britain,  to  fuffer  our  word  enemy  to  take  it 
from  us  ; and  that  too  at  a time  when  Great  Britain  was 
draining  every  nerve  to  fupprefs  illegal  trade  at  home, 
which  only  affedted  her  revenue  ; that  I hoped  we  (hould 
not  be  lingular  in  allowing  a much  more  ruinous  traffic  to 
be  carried  on  under  the  king’s  flag;  I added,  in  fhort, 
that  I (hould  decline  obeying  his  orders,  till  I had  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  and  talking  to  him,  at  the  fame  time 
making  him  an  apology.  At  firfl  he  was  going  to  fend 
a captain  to  fuperfede  me  ; but  having  mentioned  the  mat- 
ter to  his  captain,  the  latter  faid  lie  believed  all  the  fqua- 
dron  had  thought  he  had  fent  illegal  orders,  and  therefore 
did  not  know  how  far  I was  obliged  to  obey  them  ; this 
being  their  fentiments,  he  could  not  try  me  here,  and 
now  he  finds  I am  all  right,  and  thanks  me  for  having 
fet  him  right.  I told  the  cuflom-honfc  people  I (hould, 
after  fuch  a day,  fcize  all  foreigners  I (hould  find  in  our 
iflands,  and  keep  them  out  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power 
till  that  time ; they  fancied  I could  not  feize  without  a 
deputation,  and  therefore  dil'regarded  my  threats.  In 
May  lad  I feized  the  firfl  ; I had  the  governor,  the  officers 
of  the  cufloms,  all  the  planters  upon  me  ; fubferiptions 
were  foon  filled  to  profecute  me  ; and  the  admiral  flood 
neuter,  although  his  flag  was  then  in  the  roads.  Before 
the  firfl  veffel  was  tried,  I had  feized  four  others,  and 
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Laving  ordered  the  mailers  on  board  to  examine  them, 
and  fent  marines  on  board  the  VefTels,  not  allowing  foute 
of  them  to  go  on  (liore,  I had  fuits  taken  out  againft  me, 
and  damages  laid  at  the  enormous  fum  of  40,000/.  flerling. 
When  the  trial  came  on,  I was  prote£lcd  by  the  judge  for 
the  day  ; but  the  marfhal  was  defired  toarreft  me,  and  the 
merchants  promifed  to  indemnify  him  for  the  a<5t ; but 
the  judge  having  declared  he  would  fend  him  to  prifon  if 
he  dared  to  do  it,  he  defifted.  I fortunately  attached 
myfelf  to  an  honeft  lawyer,  and  don’t  let  me  forget,  the 
prefident  of  Nevis  offered  the  court  to  become  my  bail 
for  10,000 /.  if  I chofe  to  fuffer  the  arrefl.  He  told  them 
I had  done  only  my  duty,  and  although  he  fuffered  more 
in  proportion  than  any  of  them,  he  could  not  blame  me. 
At  laft,  after  a trial  of  two  days,  we  carried  our  caufe, 
and  the  veifels  were  condemned.  I was  a clofe  prifoner 
on  board  for  eight  weeks,  for  had  I been  taken,  I mod 
afluredly  fhould  have  been  cafl  for  the  whole  fum.  I 
had  nothing  left  but  to  fend  a memorial  to  the  king,  and 
he  was  good  enough  to  order  me  to  be  defended  at  his  ex- 
penfe,  and  fent  orders  to  Mr.  Shirley  to  afford  me  every 
affiftance  in  the  execution  of  my  duty,  referring  him  to 
my  letters,  &c.  as  there  was  in  them,  what  concerned 
him  not  to  have  fuffered.  The  Treafury,  by  the  laft 

- packet,  has  tranfmitted  thanks  to — and  the  officers 

under  him,  for  their  a&ivity  and  zeal  in  protedling  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain ; had  they  known  what  I 
have  told  you  (and  if  my  friends  think  I may,  without 
impropriety,  tell  the  flory  myfelf,  I fhall  do  it  when  1 
get  home),  I don’t  think  they  would  have  beftowed  thanks 
in  that  quarter,  and  neglefled  me.  I feel  much  hurt, 
that  after  all  the  lofs  of  health  and  rifk  of  fortune,  ano- 
ther fhould  be  thanked  for  that,  which  1 did,  and  againft 
C 2 
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his  orders.  I either  defcrved  to  be  fcnt  out  of  the  fervice, 
or  at  lead  have  had  Come  little  notice  takeu  of  me.  They 
have  thought  it  worthy  of  notice,  and  have  neglected 
me  ; if  this  is  the  reward  for  a faithful  difeharge  of  my 
duty,  I (hall  be  careful,  and  never  (land  forward  again  ; 
but  1 have  done  my  duty,  and  have  nothing  to  accufe 
myfelf  of. 

Mod  probably  the  next  time  you  fee  me  will  be  as  a 
Benedict ; I think  I have  found  a woman  who  will  make 
me  happy  ; I will  tell  you  more  of  the  matter  fhortly, 
for  my  paper  is  full.  Remember  me  to  Kingfmill ; he  is 
more  in  praflice  than  myfelf  in  writing.  To  Lord  Ducie 
fay  compliments  ; why  has  he  never  fent  the  younker  ? I 
am  forry  he  has  left  the  fervice.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend, 
jmd  believe  me  I am. 

With  the  mod  unfeigned  regard  and  edeem, 
Yours  faithfully, 

Horatio  Neeson. 


No.  XXIII. 

EngHJb  Harbour , Dec.  29,  1786. 

MV  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I am  fure  it  is  a full  twelvemonth  fince  1 • 
have  had  a line ; you  will  fay  I do  not  deferve  it ; oftener 
than  that  however  ; for  (ince  May  I know  of  three  let- 
ters which  I put  myfelf  into  the  packet.  If  you  think  me 
unmindful  of  the  favours  and  kindnefles  I received  at 
your  hands,  you  do  me  injudice.  I am  at  this  moment 
more  thankful  for  them  than  I was  when  they  were 
granted ; then  I was  not  capable  of  judging  of  their 
value.  Let  this  be  your  opinion  of  your  Horatio,  and  I 
trud  it  Will  be  for  the  future. 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX 


37 

You  will  know  long  before  this  reaches  you,  that 
Prince  William  is  under  my  command.  I fhall  endea- 
vour to  take  care  that  he  is  not  a lofer  by  that  circumflance. 
He  has  foibles,  as  well  as  private  men,  but  they  are  far 
overbalanced  by  his  virtues.  In  his  profeffional  line  he  is 
fuperior  to  near  two  thirds,  I am  fure,  of  the  lift  ; and 
in  attention  to  orders,  and  refpeft  to  his  fuperiors,  I 
know  hardly  his  equal.  The  iflanders  have  made  vaft  en- 
tertainments for  him ; but  all  this  you  will  fee  in  the 
Knglilh  papers. 

I am  in  momentary  expeflation  of  Sir  Richard  Bicker- 
ton,  from  reports;  for  the  Admiralty  are  wonderfully 
fecret.  I wi(h  he  was  arrived,  for  this  ftate  of  uncer- 
tainty is  very  unpleafant.  The  Prince  is  to  remain  in 
thefe  feas  till  May,  when  he  returns  to  Nova  Scotia,  at 
which  time  I hope  to  fet  fail  for  Old  England,  for  I am 
moll  heartily  fick  of  thefe  iflands. 

Heaven  blefs  you,  my  dear  friends,  and  believe  that 
I am  unalterably  your 

. Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XXIV. 

Page  51  .—He  continued  on  the  fame  Jlalion. 

Boreas,  Englijh  Harbour,  Feb.  9,  1787. 

MI  DEAR  FRIEND, 

Your  letter  of  November  29th  I received  by 
a merchant-lhip  ; it  is  the  only  one  I have  got,  although 
I fee  you  have  written  feveral ; but  not  a Hdc  has  ever 
reached  me  till  now.  I was  fearful  I had  unknowingly 
offended,  but  am  happy  to  find  it  is  not  fo.  J am  at  a 
C 3 
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lofs  how  to  dire£t  this  letter,  but  fljall  fend  it  to  your 
agent ; for  I have  never  heard  of  your  removal  to  Ken- 
fington,  nor  am  I certain  you  live  there  now,  but  it  mull 
take  its  chance.  I am  here  without  (hips  enough  to  hold 
court-martials ; and  difcipline,  you  know,  cannot  be  kept 
up  without  that  refort. 


Montferrat,  Feb.  14. 

I am  here  with  the  Pcgafus  and  Solebay  ; the 
ifland  has  made  fine  addrefies  and  good  dinners,  &c.  Tor 
morrow  we  fail  for  Nevis  and  St.  Chriftophcr’s,  where 
the  Came  fine  things  will  be  done  over  again.  His  Royal^ 
Highncfs  keeps  up  Arid!  difcipline  in  his  ftiip,  and  with- 
out paying  him  any  compliment,  flic  is  one  of  the  firft 
ordered  frigates  1 have  feen.  He  has  had  more  plague 
with  his  officers  than  enough  ; his  firft  lieutenant  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  be  broke  ; I have  put  him  under  arreft  ; 
he  having  written  for  a court-martial  on  himfelf  to  vin- 
dicate his  conduct,  becaufe  bis  captain  thought  proper  to 
reprimand  him  in  the  order  book  : in  Ihort,  our  fervice 
has  been  fo  much  relaxed  during  the  war,  that  it  will 
coft  many  a court-martial  to  bring  it  up  again. 

I am  kept  in  utter  darknefs  who  is  coming  to  this 
country.  Since  Augtift,  when  Sir  Richard  Hughes  left  the 
Ration,  the  Admiralty  have  not  written  me  a fmgle  line, 
except  an  order  to  take  the  Pegafus  and  Solebay  under 
my  command.  Many  things  have  happened,  and  they 
have  neither  approved,  nor  otherwife,  of  my  conduit — 
that  Lord  Howe  is  a ftrange  character — it  may  be  all 
right,  but  I can’t  underhand  it.  Pray  remember  me 
kindly  to  Lord  Ducie,  and  many  others  that  may  pleafe 
to  honour  me  with  their  remembrance.  I am  forry  fog 
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your  wine,  but  I have  five  dozen  of  it  faved  and  in 
bottles.  Rum  I have  plenty  of  on  board,  and  you  (hall 
have  as  much  as  you  pleafe,1  and  whatever  clfe  I am  in 
pofleflion  of,  being,  as  I ought  to  be,  with  the  trued  edeem, 

Your  mod  faithful 

Koratio  Nelson. 


No.  XXV. 

Page  51. — His  Royal  Hi ghnefs,  &c. 

Boreas,  on  her  Pajfage  to  Tortola, 
MY  DEAR  friend,  ' March  21 , 1787. 

Your  letter  of  December  26th  I received  a 
few  days  ago  ; as  this  is  the  fecond  I have  received  dated 
Kenfington,  I (hall  direft  this  thither.  I wi(h  I may 
be  able  to  procure  any  of  the  things  your  friend  wants, 
but  I fear  it  is  too  late  on  the  dation  to  expeft  much : 
indeed,  my  time  fince  November,  has  been  entirely  taken 
up  attending  the  Prince  in  his  tour  round  thefc  illan'ds. 
However,  except  Grenada,  this  is  the  lad,  when  1 (ball 
repair  to  Engliflt  Harbour,  and  fit  the  Boreas  tor  a voyage 
to  Ecqgland ; happy  (hall  I be  when  that  time  arrives: 
no  man  has  had  more  illnefs,  or  more  trouble  on  a dation 
than  I have  experienced  ; but  let  me  lay  a balance  on 
the  other  fide — I am  married  to  an  amiable  woman  that 
far  makes  amends  for  every  thing : indeed  till  1 married  her 
I never  knew  happinefs.  I lhall  have  great  pleafure  in  in- 
troducing you  to  her.  Prince  William  did  me  the  honour 
to  dand  her  father  upon  the  occafion,  and  has  (hewn  every 
aft  of  kindnefs  that  the  mod  profeflid  friend(hip  could 
bedow.  His  Royal  Highnefs  leaves  this  country  in  June, by 
C 4 
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which  time  I hope  my  orders  will  arrive,  or  fomebody  be 
appointed  to  the  command  of  this  Ration.  The  wonder  to 
me  is,  that  any  independent  man  will  accept  it,  for  there 
is  nothing  pleafant  to  be  got  by  it.  Farewell,  my  dear 
Sir,  and  believe  me  to  be 

Ever  yours, 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XXVI. 

MT  DEAR  SIR,  Portfmouth,  July  j,  1787. 

Your  truly  kind  letter  I received  lad  night ; 
you  are,  as  ever,  too  kind.  What  is  to  be  my  immediate 
deftination  I know  not,  but  I rather  think  1 (hall  go  out 
with  the  fleet  now  at  Spithead.  We  are  ultimately  to  be 
paid  off  at  Woolwich.  My  dear  wife  is  much  obliged 
by  your  kind  inquiries.  I have  no  doubt  but  you  will 
like  her  upon  acquaintance,  for  although  I mu  ft  be  par- 
tial, yet  (he  poffeffes  great  good  fenfe  and  good  temper. 
W'e  are  at  a court-martial. 

Ever  yours  truly, 

Horatio  Nelson. 

Charles  Pole  deCres  me  to  fay  every  thing  that  is  kind 
for  him. 


No.  XXVII. 

MT  DEAR  sir,  Portfmouth,  Aug.  12,  1787, 

It  is  not  kind  that  our  native  air  fhould  treat  a 
poor  wanderer  as  it  has  dose  me  fince  my  arrival ; the 
rain  and  cold  at  firft  gave  me  a fore  throat  and  its  accom- 
paniments ; the  hot  weather  lias  given  a flow  fever,  not 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX 


. 41 

absolutely  bad  enough  to  keep  my  bed,  yet  fufficient  to 
prevent  me  from  doing  any  thing.  I could  not  have 
written  a letter  for  the  world ; now  the  wind  has  fet 
in  to  the  weft  ward,  and  the  air  is  cool,  I am  quite  well 
again.  You  have  but  too  much  caufe  to  fcold  me  for  not 
writing,  but  all  my  other  friends  have  the  fame  caufe,  if 
that  is  any  excufe.  However,  be  allured  that  the  things 
1 have  for  you  are  perfe£Hy  fafe,  and  although  l may  be 
carelefs  in  not  writing,  yet  your  former  kindnefs  to  me 
is  never  out  of  my  mind.  When  Boreas  is  to  be  paid 
off  feems  as  uncertain  as  ever.  If  we  are  to  have  a 
buftle  I do  not  want  to  come  on  Ihore  ; I begin  to  think 
I am  fonder  of  the  fea  than  ever.  Mrs.  Nelfon  returns 
her  beft  thanks  for  your  kind  inquiries  j I /hall  have 
great  pleafnre  in  making  her  known  to  fo  valuable  a 
friend,  but  /he  knows  you  already  moil  perfe&ly.  Charles 
Pole  is  gone  to  Southampton ; he  is  perfefUy  well.  I 
beg  my  kind  remembrances  to  your  fons,  and  believe  me 
to  be  ever  Your  moil  affe&ionate 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XXVIII. 

Page  51. — From  ibis  time  Captain  Nelfon,  &c. 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  . Bath,  April  3,1788. 

I have  for  this  longtime  been  very  negligent 
about  writing,  nor,  thank  God,  have  I the  caufe  of  ill- 
nefs,  for  never  was  I fo  well ; but  wo  have  been  for  this 
laft  month  at  a relation’s  near  Briftol,  and  am  only  juft 
returned  here  in  order  to  drink  the  waters  another  fort- 
night, after  which,  we  are  going  to  Exmouth' for  a vifit 
for  a month)  from  whence  we  fliall  pafs  through  London 
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on  our  way  to  Norfolk. — Pray  remember  me  kindly  to 
Captain  Kingftnill;  I would  dircft  '.his  letter  under  cover 
to  him,  but  1 am  told  he  has  let  his  hoCtfe.  Our  fea-folks 
here  are  pretty  numerous  ; but  I am  tired  of  this  place, 
and  long  to  get  into  the  country.  Our  friend  Charles 
Pole  has  been  fortunate  in  his  trial,  but  the  lottery  is  fo 
very  much  againft  an  officer,  that  never  will  I knowingly 
involve  niylelf  in  a doubtful  caufe.  Prize-money  is 
doubtlcfs  very  acceptable,  but  my  mind  would  have  fuffered 
fo  much,  that  no  pecuniary  compenfation  at  fo  late  a pe- 
riod, would  have  made  me  amends.  I am  at  this  moment 
under  a profecution  by  feme  Americans,  for  feizing  their 
vefTels  in  the  Weft  Indies,  but  I have  written  them  word 
that  I will  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  and  they  muft 
aft  as  they  think  proper:  Government,  I fuppofe,  will  do 
•what  is  right,  and  not  leave  me  in  the  lurch.  We  have 
heard  enough  lately  of  the  confequence  of  the  Aft  of 
Navigation  to  this  country  ; they  may  take  my  perfon  ; 
but  if  ftxpence  would  fave  me  from  a profecution,  I would 
not  give  it.  In  fome  meafure  I agree  with  you  about 
the  guard-lhips  and  fmall  veflels,  fo  far  certainly,  that  I 
would  take  half  of  every  ffiip’s  company  that  are  cruifers 
in  the  Channel,  and  put  them  into  the  new-commiffioned 
large  (hips,  and  let  the  fmall  ones  raife  more  What 
the  papers  tell  us  to  be  thcconduft  of  this  country  towards 
Ruffia,  is  retaliation  ; at  leaft,  if  our  friendfttip  is  worth 
buying,  we  may  have  our  own  price.  Spain  appears 
fixed  not  to  let  their  fleet  come  into  the  Straits ; the 
armed  neutrality  of  the  Kmprcfs  falls  moft  defcrvedly  on 
hcrfelf ; I think  if  her  fleet  is  able  to  get  out  of  the 
Baltic,  we  ftiould  have  a fquadron  of  large  (hips  in  Gib- 
raltar Bay  to  keep  the  peace,  or  aflift  one  fide,  or  other  ; 
fomething  **•**•• 

• Cattra  dtfunU 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


43 


No.  XXIX. 

Page  53 .—He  iva?  appointed  to  the  Agamemnon. 

MY  DEAR  SIR,  Burnham,  Jan.  26,  1793. 

Lord  Hood  tells  me  that  I am  now  fixed  for 
the  Agamemnon  at  Chatham,  and  that  whatever  men  are 
railed  for  her  will  be  taken  care  of  on  board  the  Sand- 
wich ; 1 have  fent  out  a lieutenant  and  four  midfhipmen 
to  get  men  at  every  fea-port  in  Norfolk,  and  to  forward 
them  to  Lynn  and  Yarmouth  : my  friends  in  Yorkfhirc 
and  the  north  tell  me  they  will  fend  what  men  they  can 
lay  hands  on  to  the  regulating  captain  at  Whitby  and 
Newcaftle.  The  name  of  the  fhip  was  fixed  for  the 
avowed  purpofc  of  my  raifing  men  for  fea,  therefore  I 
hope  if  any  men  from  London  are  inclined  to  enter  for 
her,  you  will  not  turn  your  back  upon  them,  as  although 
my  bills  are  difperfed  over  this  country,  &c.  I havedefired 
that  no  bills  may  be  (luck  up  in  London,  till  my  commilfion 
is  figned.  Lord  Hood  has  been  very  kind  indeed.  From 
what  Lord  Howe  writes  me,  I think  the  fhip  will  be 
commifQoned  within  a fortnight,  and  I fhall  join  her  di- 
re&ly.  Mrs.  Nelfon  joins  in  kindeft  refpeft  with 
Your  obliged  and  affc£lionate 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XXX. 

MY  dear  sir,  Navy  Office,  Feb.  ft,  1793. 

I shall  join  my  fliip  to-morrow  ; and  if 
pofliblc  will  get  to  Shecrnefs  to  pay  my  rcfpedls  to  you, 
but  fear  it  mufi  be  Friday.  The  lieutenant  and  mailer 
join  the  (hip  with  me ; and  I have  to  requelt,  as  I hear 
an  admiral  is  coming  down,  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
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nefs  to  difcharge  Maurice  Suckling,  and  fuch  men  as  may 
be  on  board  the  Sandwich,  into  the  Agamemnon.  Pray 
have  you  got  a clerk  which  you  can  recommend  ? I want 
one  very  much  ; I urge  nothing  ; I know  your  willing- 
nefs  to  Serve.  The  Duke  oS  Clarence  deSires  me  to  Say 
that  he  rcquefts  you  will  discharge  JoSeph  King  into  the 
Agamemnon,  or  that  I am  welcome  to  any  other  man,  to 
affift  me  in  fitting  out ; he  is  but  poorly,  but  exprefles 
the  greateft  Satisfaction  at  the  appointment  you  are  likely 
to  Succeed  to,  and  in  which  no  one  rejoices  more  than 

Your  affedionate 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XXXI. 

MY  DEAR  sir,  Chatham,  Feb.  21,  1793. 

Most  truly  do  I rejoice  at  your  appointment*, 
and  hope  you  will  derive  every  comfort  from  it.  I am 
very  much  difpofed  to  like  Mr.  Fellows,  and  have  told 
him  So,  and  that  every  protedion  of  mine  he  lhall  cer- 
tainly have,  againft  a wafte  of  his  (lores.  Sec.  but  that  he 
mud  be  very  careful,  that  no  juft  caufe  of  complaint  can 
be  made  againft  him,  for  I will  not  Suffer  any  poor  fel- 
low to  be  leffened  of  his  dues ; he  Seems  perfedly  to  un- 
derftand  me,  and  I dare  fay  we  Shall  do  very  well  together. 
Don’t  be  in  a hurry  about  the  charts  ; I (hall  fee  you  be- 
fore we  fail.  Remember  me  to  your  Sons,  and  believe 
me  Yours  moft  affedionately, 

Horatio  Nelson. 

• To  be  Lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich  Hofpital. 
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No.  XXXII. 

Page  53 .—And  protttdcd  to  bis  Jlation  in  the  month  tf 
May. 

MY  dear  friend,  Gibraltar,  June  24,  1793. 

W e arrived  here  laft  night  from  Cadiz,  where 
fix  fail  of  the  line  have  been  to  water.  I have  got  for 
you  a calk  of,  I hope,  good  Iherry,  which  I (hall  take 
an  early  opportunity  of  fending  home,  and  which  I beg 
you  to  accept  as  a proof  of  my  remembrance.  We  have 
done  nothing,  and  the  fame  profpeQ  appears  before  us  : 
the  French  cannot  come  out,  and  we  have  no  means  of 
getting  at  them  in  Toulon.  We  are  to  be  joined  off 
Barcelona  by  twenty-one  fail  of  the  line,  Spanilh  ; if 
they  are  no  better  manned  than  thofe  at  Cadiz,  much 
fervice  cannot  be  expe&ed  of  them,  although,  as  to 
fhips,  I never  faw  finer  men  of  war.  The  Lord  is  in  a 
harry  to  get  from  here:  we  think  he  is  to  hoill  the  Union. 
If  any  thing  interelling  fhould  happen,  you  may  be  af- 
fured  I will  let  you  know  it,  for  believe  me,  with  great 
truth,  ■ 

Your  molt  obliged  and  affedlionate 
. Horatio  Nelson. 

Remember  me  kindly  to’all  your  family,  Kingfmill,  &c. 
No.  XXXIII. 

Auguft  70, 1793, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  off'  Toulon. 

I shall  fend  by  Troubridge,  if  I can  find 
his  (hip,  a calk  of  (berry,  which  I hope  will  prove  good. 
The  fleet  has  hitherto  done  nothing  but  look  intoToulon; 
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Lord  Hood  went  with  the  fleet  ten  days  pad  to  fpeak  to 
the  Genoefe,  about  fupplyihg  the  French  with  corn,  and 
bringing  back  French  property  under  neutral  papers  ; 
for  our  being  here  is  a farce,  if  this  trade  is  allowed.  By 
all  the  accounts  we  learn,  the  diftriCt  of  Provence  would 
gladly  become  a feparate  republic  under  the  protection  of 
England.  The  people  of  Marfeilles  have  faid,  they  would 
deftroy  Toulon  to  accomplidi  this  meafure.  In  ftiort, 
France  will  be  difmembered  ; but  in  all  their  mifery  they 
have  no  thought  of  kingly  government.  Lutwidge  and 
Man  have  been  very  ill  indeed  ; we  had  fears  for  them. 
Lord  Hood  is  very  kind.  Agamemnon  fails  well  and  is 
healthy,  but  we  want  to  get  into  port  for  refrefhments. 
Remember  me  to  Kingfmill,  I hope  his  flag  is  flying ; 
alfo  to  all  our  friends,  and  kindly  to  your  family.  Be- 
lieve me  yours 

Mod  affectionately. 


No.  XXXIV. 

Agamemnon,  off  Sardinia, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  DtC.  I,  I792. 

Your  letter  of  AuguA  8th  1 got  two  days  pad 
in  Tunis  Bay  ; where  Commodore  Linzee  has  been  ne- 
gotiating for  a Trench  convoy  under  Le  Ducjucfne,  of 
80  guns,  and  a corvette.  The  Englifh  never  yet  fuc- 
ceeded  in  a negotiation  againd  the  French,  and  we  have 
not  contradicted  our  practice  at  Tunis,  for  the  Monfieurs 
have  completely  upfet  us  with  the  Bey,  and  had  we  lat- 
terly attempted  to  take  them,  I am  certain  he  would  have 
declared  againd  us,  and  done  our  trade  fomc  damage. 
Lord  Hood  has  ordered  me  from  Linzee 's  command,  to 
take  the  command  of  a fepuadron  of  frigates  off  Corlica, 
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and  the  adjoining  (bore  of  Italy,  to  look  out  for  fome 
French  frigates  who  are  in  St.  Fiorenzo,  in  Corftca. 
They  are  the  (hips  I had  a little  brufh  with,  joined  with 
one,  or  two  others : if  they  are  a&ive,  they  may  do  our 
trade  fome  damage  ; but  to  fay  the  truth,  I believe  they 
are  more  inclined  to  be  pailive,  at  leaft  they  had  much  of 
that  inclination  when  I faw  them.  Lord  Hood  has 
written  me  a very  hand  fome  letter,  and  given  me  this 
command.  At  Toulon  I think  they  will  have  plenty  of 
fighting  this  winter.  Captain  Toriano,  of  the  30th,  I 
believe  you  know  him,  or  fome  of  his  relations  at  Ken- 
fington,  is  killed ; but  fliot  and  (hell  are  very  plentiful 
all  over  the  harbour  : I wonder  more  damage  has  not 
been  done.  General  O'Hara,  I hope,  will  be  able  to 
drive  the  French  from  the  heights,  near  the  harbour,  or 
we  Iball  be  unpleafantly  fituated ;'  not  that  I think 
Toulon  is  in  the  fmalleft  danger : at  all  events,  we  can 
deftroy  the  French  fleet  and  arfenal.  They  are  fome  of 
them  the  fineft  (hips  I ever  faw  ; the  Commerce  de  Mar- 
fcilles  has  feventeen  ports  on  each  deck ; the  Vi£lory 
looks  nothing  to  her.  You  know  Pole  is  gone  to  the 
Weft  Indies;  I have  not  feen  him  ftnee  his  order;  but  I 
know  it  was  a thing  he  dreaded  : had  I been  at  Toulon, 

I ftiould  have  been  a candidate  for  that  fervice ; for  I • 
think  our  fea'war  is  over  in  thefe  feas.  Agamemnon  has 
had  her  (hare  of  fervice  ; we  have  only  had  our  anchor 
down  thirty-four  times  fince  we  failed  from  the  Norc, 
and  then  only  to  get  water,  or  provifion.  I have  now 
upwards  of  one  hundred  of  this  lliip’s  company  abfent ; 
we  arc  not  much  better  than  a fifty-gun  fhip.  Lord  Hood 
has  fent  for  Suckling,  who  was  in  the  Sandwich,  and  I 
dare  fay  has  made  him  a lieutenant  by  this  time.  The 
Lord  is  a very  good  friend  to  me  : he  is  certainly  the  beft 


Digitized  by  Google 


, 4-8  APPENDIX.. 

officer  I ever  faw ; every  thing  from  him  is  fo  clear,  it  i* 
impoflible  to  mifunderdand  him.  If  1 (hould  go  to 
Cadiz,  be  allured  I will  get  you  a hog  (head,  or  two  of 
fiicrry.  Troubridge  will  tell  you  I did  not  foe  him,  or 
bis  (hip,  after  my  letter  by  St.  Alban’s,  Dec.  8.  I am 
glad  to  fee  hy  the  papers  that  Kingfmill  is  to  hoift  his 
flag ; pray,  when  you  write  to  him,  remember  me  kindly 
to  him  ; fay.  Can  I get  him  any  thing  in  thefe  parts  J if 
fo,  l will  do  it  with  real  pleafure.  I have  been  in  fight 
of  the  French  fquadron  all  day,  and  we  hear  they  have 
been  joined  by  a frigate  from  Calvi ; and  really  I think 
that  the  frigate  who  received  mod  of  our  fire  is  not  here  ; 
they  want  one  of  their  number  is  certain  ; we  have  not, 
ever  fince  the  firing,  wanted  thofe  who  fay  they  faw  her 
link.  I own  it  remains  doubtful.  Remember  me  kindly 
to  all  your  fans  and  daughters,  Mr.  Bradley,  and  all 
friends.  Believe  me 

Your  mod  affe£lionate 

' Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XXXV. 

Page  54. — At  the  Jtege  of  Bajl'ia. 

Agamemnon,  Baflia, 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  May  30,  1794. 

I am  jud  got  on  board,  after  eight  weeks 
fervice  on  fhoie,  where  I trud  I have  acquitted  royfelf 
in  a manner  my  friends  will  be  pleafed  with.  The  more 
we  fee  of  this  place,  the  more  we  are  adonidied  at  its 
being  given  up:  hpt  the  truth  is,  the  different  parties  were 
afraid  to  trud  each  other ; the  furrender  can  be  judified  on 
no  other  ground.  I only  yederday  got  your  letter  of  1 2th 
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of  December,  which  my  brother  fent  in  a box.  I have 
now  on  board  two  captains,  twenty-four  other  officers, 
and  300  feamen  of  the  ihips  we  fell  in  with  lad  Oflober ; 
the  officers  abufe  the  crews,  the  people  their  officers,  all 
join  againft  their  commodore  for  not  coming  clown  to  us, 
after  we  were  crippled  ; not  that  I have  any  idea  they 
could  have  taken  us,  but  they  certainly  behaved  fhame- 
fully  ill.  The  Fortunee  is  burned,  the  Mincrve  and  Le 
Flcche  taken,  the  Melpomene  is  at  Caivi,  and  I truft 
will  fall  into  our  hands.  We  are  now  taking  on  board 
(hot,  powder,  &c.  for  Caivi ; which,  although  very 
ftrongly  fituated,  will,  I believe,  foon  fall ; this  done, 
Agamemnon  goes  to  Gibraltar  to  get  fomething  like  a 
refitment,  having  now  been  without  the  flighted  re- 
pair in  hull,  or  rigging,  fixteen  months.  Jladia  is  moil 
pleafantly  fituated,  contains  14,000  inhabitants,  will  hold 
20,000 ; a few  hours  carries  parties  to  Italy.  If  the 
Corficans  know  their  own  intereil  they  will  be  happy 
with  us,  but  they  cannot  bear  dependance.  Remember 
me  kindly  to  all  your  family,  whom  I hope  to  fee  in 
Auguft  or  September,  and  believe  me 

Your  mod  obliged  and  affectionate 

Horatio  Neison. 

Direft  me  a letter  to  Gibraltar. 


No.  XXXVI. 

Agamemnon,  St.  Fiorcnzo, 

MV  DEAR  FRIEND,  Jan.  17,  I 794. 

, I had  fome  hopes  of  feeing  my  friends  in 
England  very  foon,  but  at  prefent  they  are  at  2n  end,  and 
, if  I do  not  fail  from  this  country  before  the  fpring  very  / 
far  advances,  1 believe  I fliall  give  up  all  thoughts  of 
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going  hopne  till  the  campaign  is  (iniflied  ; for  I fhould  be 
truly  forry  to  have  the  chance  of  lying  by  the  walls  for 
two  or  three  months  in  the  height  of  fummer,  and 
when  probably  we  (hall  have  a&ive  fervice  in  this  coun- 
try. We  are  a week  arrived  here  from  a cruife  of  three 
weeks  off  Toulon,  during  which  time  we  were  fi/teen 
days  under  (form -day fails ; indeed  fuch  a fcries  of  bad 
weather  I never  experienced ; the  fliips  mod  of  them 
(trained  a good  deal,  but  fudained  no  material  damage, 
nor  did  a fingle  (hip  part  company.  We  faw  three 
French  frigates,  but  from  the  admiral’s  anxiety  to  keep 
the  fleet  together,  he  did  not  make  the  fignal  for  the  fri- 
gates to  chafe  them  till  too  late  in  the  day,  and  they 
mod  unluckily  efcaped.  One  of  them  was  a crippled 
flrip  ; Agamemnon  was  the  next  to  them  by  fix  or  feven 
miles,  but  a line-of-battlc  fli ip  never  chafes.  I have  no 
doubt  bijt  we  fliould  have  taken  one,  if  not  two,  of 
them,  for  few  (hips  fail  equal  to  us,  none  I believe  at 
prefent  in  this  fleet.  The  admiral  is  anxious  to  get  to 
fca  again,  to  cover  our  convoy  and  expected  reinforce- 
ments from  England,  and  was  only  waiting  till  the  Ber- 
wick, commanded  by  our  (hipmate  Smith,  was  got  ready 
for  fea  ; but  waiting  for  her  mud  now  be  at  an  end,  for 
lad  night  a very  heavy  fea  rolling  into  the  Gulph, 
the  Berwick  not  having,  I underdand,  her  rigging  fet  up, 
tyft  all  her  mads,  and  is  now  a mod  complete  wreck. 
The  admiral,  as  yon  may  believe,  is  much  out  of  hu- 
mour, thinking  we  have  not  a feventy-four  to  fpare,  the 
French  fleet  in  the  outer  road  of  Toulon  being  as  fol- 
lows: Sans  Culottc  120,  Tonnant  80,  Ca  1 13  80,  Lan- 
guedoc 80,  Gencreux  74,  Cenfeur  74,  Dtiquefne  74, 
Certeaux  74,  Commerce  de  Bordeaux  74,  Mercure  74, 
Conquerant  74,  Guerrier  74,  Souvcratn  74,  Heureux  74* 
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Burras  74;  yn  the  inner,  Hardi  64,  Akide  74 ; eight 
pf  thefe  very  good,  fix  bad  but  will  go  to  fea,  three  very 
bad,  with  twelve  frigates  in  the  harbour,  and  five  cor- 
vettes. Fifty  fail  of  Marfeilles  Ihips  are  fitting  for 
transports  ; they  have  fome  expedition  on  foot  moft  cer- 
tainly, I think  Port  Eftecia ; many  others  Corfica.  Re- 
member me  moft  kindly  to  all  your  family,  and  believe 
me  ever 

Your  moft  obliged 

H.  N. 


No.  XXXVII. 

Page  55. — In  the  encounters  which  took  place.  x 

jfgamemnon,  Porto  Ejlecia, 
mv  DEAR  FRIEND,  March  21,  1795. 

You  will  have  heard  of  our  brulh  with  the 
French  fleet,  a battle  it  cannot  be  called,  as  the  enemy 
would  not  give  us  an  opportunity  of  clofing  with  them  ; 
if  they  had,  I have  no  doubt,  from  the  zeal  and  gal- 
lantry endeavoured  to  be  (hewn  by  each  individual  cap- 
tain, but  we  Ihould  have  obtained  a moft  glorious  con- 
queft.  Admiral  Hotham  has  had  much  to  contend  with, 
a fleet  half  manned,  and  in  every  refpedl  inferior  to 
the  enemy;  Italy  calling  him  to  her  defence,  our  newly- 
acquired  kingdom  calling  might  and  main,  our  rein- 
forcements and  convoy  hourly  expedled  ; and  all  to  be 
done  without  a force,  by  any  means  adequate  to  it.  The 
French  were  fent  out  as  for  certain  conqueft,  their  or- 
ders were  pofitive  to  fearch  out  our  fleet,  and  to  deftroy  us, 
of  which  they  had  no  doubt,  if  we  prefumed  to  come 
to  a£lion  with  them  ; then,  their  troops  were  to  have  been 
landed,  and  Corfica  retaken : however,  thank  God,  all 
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is  reverfed  ; I firmly  believe  they  never  would  have 
fought  us,  had  not  the  Ca  Ira  loft  her  top- mails,  which 
enabled  the  Agamemnon  and  Inconftant  to  clofe  in  with 
her,  and  fo  cut  her  up,  that  (he  could  not  get  a top-maft 
up  during  the  night,  which  caufed  our  little  brulh  the 
next  day.  Providence,  in  a mod  miraculous  manner, 
prcfcrving  my  poor  brave  fellows,  whp  worked  the  (hip 
in  manoeuvring  about  her  ftern  and  quarters,  with  as 
much  exadlnefs  as  if  (he  had  been  working  into  Spit- 
head.  The  adlion  never  ceaftd  for  upwards  of  two 
hours;  no  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded  on 
that  day,  and  only  fcven  of  ours  wounded.  Agamemnon 
had  only  344  at  quarters,  myfelf  included.  I am  flat- 
tered by  receiving  the  approbation  of  my  own  fleet,  as 
well  as  the  handfomeft  teftimony  from  our  enemies.  The 
Sans  Culotte  at  laft  bore  down,  when  the  admiral  called 
111c  off.  A gale  of  wind  came  on  two  days  after  the 
aftion,  which  forced  us  in  here,  and  mod  unluckily  put. 
the  Illuftrious  on  (horc,  where  (he  lies  in  great  danger  ; 
our  fleet,  except  Courageux  and  Illuftrious,  is  pcrfe£tly 
refitted,  and  ready  for  fea  ; we  fail  to-morrow  for  Leg- 
horn to  join  Blenheim  and  Bombay  Caftle,  when  the 
admiral  will  immediately  put  to  fea,  to  fee  if  we  can 
find  any  of  thefe  crippled  fellows ; for  fome  went  off 
towed  by  frigates,  and  fome  without  bowfprits.  The 
Sans  Culotte  is  in  Genoa,  others  are  in  Vado  Bay.  I 
think  we  are  quite  up  again  in  thefe  feas,  and  if  we 
could  only  have  had  a breeze,  I have  no  doubt  but  we 
fliould  have  given  a deftruflive  blow  to  the  enemy’s  fleet : 
but  how'ever,  it  is  very  well.  I beg  my  bed  and  kindeft 
remembrances  to  all  your  family  ; Jofiah  is  a fine  young 
man,  and  a brave  fellow.  Believe  me  ever 
Your  molt  faithful  friend 

Horatio  Nelson. 
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All  tlie  enemy’s  {hips  are  fitted  with  forges,  and  fired 
conftantly,  from  fome  of  their  guns,  hot  (hot  and  {hells ; 
but  they  appear  afhamed  of  their  orders,  which  arc  po» 
fitive  from  the  Convention,  and  find  nothing  is  fuperior 
to  the  old  mode  of  fighting ; I only  wi(h  fome  of  their 
own  {hips  may  fuffer  by  having  a furnace  in  their  cock- 
pits ; that  will  end  fuch  a diabolical  prallice.  If  you 
fee  Admiral  Lutwidge,  or  ever  write  to  Kingfmill,  ret 
member  me  to  hime  , 


No.  XXXVIII. 

Page  60.  — That  cinnmjlance  led  to  a Jecond  partial 
• encounter. 

Agamemnon,  Leghorn , 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  . May  4,1795. 

W e have  been  here  a whole  week,  expelling  every 
hour  to  hear  fomethingfrom  England,  but  nothing  comes 
to  us,  neither  meflenger,  nor  ports ; fure  the  people  at 
home  have  forgotten  us.  The  admiral  has  not  received 
the  fcratch  of  a pen  for  a month  part  ; no  reinforcements 
arrived,  nor  liaye  we  heard  of  their  having  failed,  and 
yet  the  fix  {hips  of  the  enemy  left  Brcft  lall  December 
with  the  grand  fleet,  and  have  been  arrived  fix  weeks  in 
Toulon  harbour  i and  had  we  not  fortunately  crippled 
the  marts  of  the  enemy  fo  much  in  the  allion,  we  Ihould 
have  been  left  here  in  a very  inferior  (late.  The  King 
of  Naples  has  fent  us  one  more  feventy-four,  and  the 
x Courageux  will  be  finilficd  to-morrow.  We  (hould 
otherwife  have  had  only  fourteen  fail  of  the  line 
to  twenty,  now  we  {hall  have  fixteen  — fourteen 
Englilh,  two  Neapolitans.  But  if,  as  repotted  by 
U\c  French  rainifter  at  Genoa,  tfic  preliminaries  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


AFPENDfX. 


5* 

peace  are  a&ually  figned  with  Spain,  we  {hall  of 
courfe  lofc  our  Naples  friends  ; which  will,  in  our 
prefent  date,  be  a very  heavy  ftroke  upon  us,  for  our 
minifter  at  Naples  tells  us,  as  do  Spain,  fo  do  Naples. 
Reports  of  the  day  fay,  that  the  French  fleet  failed  on 
the  ift  of  May  from  Toulon  eighteen,  or  twenty  fail  of 
the  line  ; we  fhall  hear  more,  if  it  is  true,  in  twenty- 
four  hours ; if  only  the  former,  I have  no  doubt  but 
we  fhall  obtain  a complete  vidlory ; if  the  latter,  we 
cannot  expedl  it ; and  what  is  worfe,  a battle  without  a 
complete  vidtory  is  deftrudtion  to  us,  for  we  cannot  get 
another  mad  this  fide  Gibraltar  : but  Providence  will,  I 
truft,  order  all  for  the  befl.  We  are  likely  to  get  an 
exchange  of  prifoners  ; the  veffels  are  ready  to  fail  from 
Toulon  with  Englifh,  who  are  to  be  exchanged  at  this 
place  ; we  fail  certainly  from  hence  on  Friday  the  8th; 
we  believe  the  French  fleet  to  be  flill  in  port,  and  we  are 
to  proceed  to  the  weft  ward  for  Lord  Hood,  or  fotrre  re- 
inforcements. You  mention  your  fon  John  having  writ- 
ten me  a letter;  I am  forry  never  to  have  received  it.  Re- 
member me  kindly  to  him,  and  the  reft  of  the  family. 
V/hen  I am  to  fee  England,  God  knows,  and  have  in 
the  prefent  fttuation  of  affairs  determined  on  flaying  here 
till  the  autumn,  or  till  another  adlion  takes  place,  when  all 
adlive  fervicc  will  probably  be  over,  in  thefe  fear.  Re- 
member me  to  our  naval  friends,  or  fuch  others  is  in- 
quire after  me.  I flatter  myfelf,  if  the  promotion  of 
flags  comes  very  foon,  I (hall  Hand  a fair  chance  for  the 
marines  ; if  fervices  this  war  may  be  allowed  a claim,  I 
may  (land  to  a certainty.  One  hundred  and  ten  days  1 
have  been  aflually  engaged  at  fea,  and  on  ftiore  againftthe 
enemy  ; in  three  aflions  againft  (hips,  two  againft  Baftia, 
in  my  (hip,  four  boat  adlions,  and  two  villages  taken, 
together  with  twelve  fail  of  veffels  burned.  I don’t  know 
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any  one  has  done  more,  and  I have  had  the  comfort  to 
be  ever  appiaudtd  by  my  commander  in  chief,  but  never 
rewarded ; and  what  is  more  mortifying,  for  fervices  in 
which  I have  been  flightly  wounded,  others  have  been 
praifed,  who  at  the  time  were  a&ually  in  bed,  far  from 
the  feene  of  adion.  But  we  (hail,  I hope,  talk  of  the 
whole  matter  over  the  fire,  next  winter,  at  Greenwich. 
Believe  me  ever 

Your  obliged  and  affectionate 

Horatio  Nedson. 


»•.*,.  • 

No.  XXXIX. 

■ MV  DEAR  FRIEND,  Off  Minorca,  June  18,  1795. 

. 1 received  your  kind  letter,  dated  April  15, 

on  the  14th  of  June,  when  Admiral  Man  joined,  and 
my  friend  William  yefterday,  with  a book  by  Mr.  Sum- 
mers, whom  I fhall  be  glad  to  be  attentive  to.  Great 
changes  have  taken  place  in  this  fleet,  and  more  are  on 
the  eve  of  taking  place,  as  the  admiral  expc&s  a mef- 
fenger  every  day,  with  the  account  of  the  promotion  of 
fcveral  captains  here  : perhaps  the  Admiralty  may  com- 
miffinn  me  for  fome  fhip  here  ; if  fo,  provided  they  give 
me  the  marines,  I fhall  feel  myfelf  bound  to  take  her, 
much  as  I object  to  ferving  another  winter  campaign 
without  a little  reft.  We  are  now  waiting  for  a convoy’s 
arrival  from  Gibraltar,  but  as  the  winds  hang  eafterly, 
they  may  be  fome  time  before  they  arrive.  The  French 
fay  they  will  fight  us  again,  provided  wc  are  not  more 
than  two  or  three  fhips  fuperior;  I can  hardly  believe 
they  are  luch  fools,  pray  God  they  may.  The  people 
are  all  fquabbling  at  Toulop,  one  party  in  pofleflion  of 
the  heights  and  fort  JLc  Malgue,  the  Jacobins  of  the  ar- 
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fenal  and  town.  The  fleet  put  to  fea  for  two  days,  but 
are  gone  back,  and  found  the  Jacobins,  the  Auftrians, 
and  Piedmontefe,  are  only  waiting  for  our  getting  to  the 
coaft  of  Italy  and  entering  VadoBay,  which  will  be  a 
fine  anchorage  for  us.  We  have  our  wants  and  our 
wifhes  in  the  fleet ; but,  upon  the  whole,  I believe  we 
are  much  more  comfortable  than  the  home  fleet,  and  our 
people  very  healthy,  the  fcurvy  not  known  j we  eat 
very  little  fait  meat.  I (hall  keep  this  letter  open  till 
I hear  of  a veffel  going  to  Leghorn  ; but  our  admiral 
gives  us  but  very  little  notice. — June  19.  Mr.  Summers  is 
recommended  by  Lord  Hood  to  Admiral  Hotham,  and 
Kolloway  has  put  your  good  wilhes  for  the  young  man 
againft  his  name ; and  he  will  certainly  be  very  foon 
made  a lieutenant. — June  20.  A veil'd  going  to  Leghorn, 
no  convoy  in  fight,  with  kindeft  remembrance  to  your 
family,  and  Mr.  Bradley,  believe  me  ever  your 

Moll  obliged,  affe£lionate  1 

IJqratio  Neison. 

Hotham  defires  his  compliments. 

[Ar.  B.  Captain  Ne  was  appointed,  in  confequcnce  of  a 
promotion  of  flag  officers  which  then  took  place,  to  be  one  of  the 
colonels  of  marines,  on  the  6th  of  June  179 5.] 


No.  XL. 

Page  60.  — That  circumftance  led  to  a Jeeond  partial 
encounter . 

Agamemnon,  off  Cape  Corfo, 
MY  DEAR  FRIEND,  July  8,1795. 

Mk.  Summers  is  now  fourth  lieutenant  of  the 
Agamemnon ; but  as  the  vacancy  is  not  by  death,  and  only 
in  the  room  of  an  officer  invalided,  it  may  be  nccelfary  to 
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have  a friend  to  fay  a word  at  the  Admiralty  for  his  im- 
mediate confirmation  : not  that  it  is  likely  they  will  fend 
out  lieutenants  to  fuch  vacancies.  I told  Admiral  Ho- 
tham  of  your  good  wifhes  for  the  young  man.  We  are 
now  at  fea,  looking  for  the  French  fleet,  which  chafed 
tnyfelf  and  two  frigates  into  Fiorenzo,  yefterday  after- 
noon. The  admiral  had  fent  me,  with  fome  frigates,  to 
co-operate  with  the  Auftrian  general  in  the  recovery  of 
Genoa,  when  I fell  in  with  the  enemy,  who,  expe&ing 
to  get  hold  of  us,  were  induced  to  chafe  us  over,  not 
knowing,  I am  certain  from  their  movements,  that  our 
fleet  was  returned  into  port.  The  chafe  la  fled  twenty- 
four  hours,  and,  owing  to  the  frefhnefs  of  the  winds, 
in  thefe  feas,  at  times  I was  hard  prefled  ; but  they  being 
neither  feamen,  or  officers,  gave  us  many  advantages. 
Our  fleet  had  the  mortification  to  fee  me  feven  hours 
almofl  in  their  pofleffion  ; the  fhore  was  our  great  friend, 
but  a calm  and  fwell  prevented  our  fhips  from  getting  out 
till  this  morning.  The  enemy  went  off  yefterday  even- 
ing, and  I fear  we  fhall  not  overtake  them  ; but  in  this 
country  no  perfon  can  fay  any  thing  about  winds.  If  we 
have  that  good  fortune,  I have  no  doubt  but  we  fhall 
give  a very  good  account  of  them,  feventeen  fail  of  the 
line,  fix  frigates  ; we  twenty-three  of  the  line,  and  as 
fine  a fleet  as  ever  graced  the  feas. — July  14.  Yefterday 
we  got  fight  of  the  French  fleet ; our  flyers  were  able  to 
near  them,  but  not  nearer  than  half  gun-fhot : had  the 
wind  lafted  twenty  minutes  longer,  the  fix  fhips  would 
have  each  been  alongfide  fix  of  the  enemy.  Man  com- 
manded us,  and  a good  man  he  is  in  every  fenfe  of  the 
word.  I had  every  expectation  of  getting  Agamemnon 
clofe  alongfide  an  eighty-gun  {hip,  with  a flag,  or  broad 
pendant;  but  the-  weft  wind  firft  died  away,  then  came 
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call,  which  gave  them  the  wind,  and  enabled  them  to 
fceach  their  own  coart,  from  which  they  were  not  more 
than  eight,  or  nine  mjlts  diftant.  Rowley  and  myfelf 
were  juft  again  getting  intoclofe  a<3ion,  when  the  admiral 
made  the  fignals  to  call  us  off ; the  Alcido,  74,  ftruck,  but 
foon  afterwards  took  fire,  owing  to  a box.  of  combuftijhlc* 
in  her  fore-top,  and  (he  blew  wp  ; about  atoo  French  were 
faved  by  our  fleet.  In  the  morning  I was  certain  of 
taking  their  whole  fleet,  latterly  of  fix  fail.  I wUl 
(ay  no  lhip  could  behave  better  that?  ours  ; few  men 
are  killed,  but  our  fails  and  rigging  arc  a good  deal  cut 
up.  Agamemnon,  with  her  ufual  good  luck*  has  none 
killed,  and  only  one  badly  wounded  j by  chance,  for  J 
am  fure  they  only  fired  high  : they  put  Several  lhot  under 
water,  wlucb  has  kept  us  Slice  at  the  pumps.  The 
enemy  anchored  in  Frejus  Bay,  and  we  are  fteering  for 
Fiotenao.  ; : 

Believe  me  ever  yours, 

Horatio  Neison. 

The  Cullodcn  loft  his  topmaft  as  he  was  getting  along- 
fide  a feventy-fonr. 

Vi&ory,  Admiral  Man,  Captain  Reeve ; Agamemnon, 
Nelfon  ; Defence,  Wells  ; Cullodcn,  Troubridge  ; Cum- 
berland, Rowley;  Blenheim,  Bazeley;  1 think  tljcfc  were 
the  names  of  every  fhip  that  was  engaged : if  I have  omitted 
any,  I beg  their  pardons. 

No.  XLI. 

Page  6 p.— /»  tbt  netting  monlb,  b'c. 

MY  PEAR  FRIENP,  V«4°  Bay,  fag,  19,  1795. 

I HAVE  received  your  letter  of  July  81b,  with 
a very  late  newfpaper,  l lsopc  Lord  JBridpart’s  fuccefs, 
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fend  the  appearances  of  the  entigrh  landed  in  Britany, 
will  bring  the  war  to  a happy  conclnfion.  The  peace  of 
Spain  is  unfortunate,  infomwch  as  it  lets  loofe  an  addi- 
tional force  again  ft  the  Auitrian  army  here  ; otherwife, 
owing  to  the  inactivity  of  the  Spaniards,  no  benefit 
whatever  arofe  to  the  common  caufe-  As  the  conditions 
of  the  peace  arc  not  to  be  made  public  till  September  23, 
we  may  fuppofe  there  are  fome  of  the  articles  by  no 

r 

means  pleafant  to  the  allied  powers  : I think  myfelf,  be- 
fides  money,  the  Spaniards  have  contented  to  give  fhips. 

I know  the  French  long  fince  offered  Spain  peace  for 
fourteen  fail  of  the  line  fully  flored,  I take  for  granted 
not  manned,  as  that  would  be  the  readied  way  to  lofe 
them  again.  My  command  here  of  thirteen  fail  of  fri- 
gates and  floops  is  not  altogether  unpleafant ; with  the 
fleet  we  do  nothing,  not  a frigate  is  allowed  to  chafe  out 
of  fight.  As  I have  been  fo  much  in  the  habit  of  fol- 
diering,  the  moment  it  was  known  the  Audrian  army 
was  coming,  it  was  fixed  the  Br'tgadur  mud  go.  How- 
ever, I have  fucceeded  in  all  my  attempts,  and  I trud 
I fhall  not  fail  in  Our  prefent  undertaking;  nothing 
(hall,  as  far  as  my  force  goes,  be  wanting  on  our 
parts ; but  Hothatn  hates  this  co-operation.  We 
expeft  Sir  John  Jervis  to  take  the  command,  who, 
I underdand,  is  a man  of  bufmefs.  It  is  with  real 
forrow  that  I fhould  appear  to  you  fo  negligent  in  not 
fending  you  wine,  which  I fully  intended,  by  Cap- 
tain Burgefs  of  the  Argo  ; but  my  fhort  hiftory,  1 hope, 
will  plead  my  exctife.  On  the  4th  of  July  the  Argo  came 
into  Fiorenzo  from  Leghorn,  and  I failed  for  Genoa 
the  fame  night : I was  chafed  back  on  the  7th  by  the 
French  fleet,  but  did  not  go  into  Fiorenzo.  After  our 
very  little  bufincfs,  we  anchored  at  St.  Fiorenzo  at  one 
P.  M.  and  I failed  at  dark  ; the  Argo  was  then  at  Leg, 
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horn  waiting  for  a convoy  ; this  is  the  truth,  and  it  tnuft 
plead  my  excufe  for  apparent  negle£L  Do  you  ever 
hear  from  Kingfmill  ? If  you  write  to,  or  fee  him,  remem* 
her  me  to  him.  I thank  you  for  your  remembrance  of  me 
to  Simon  Taylor.  Weft  India  affairs  feem  to  look  but 
black,  but  I hope  they  arc  at  the  word,  and  that  no  more 
blood  will  be  ftied  there.  Admiral  Ford,  I am  told,  has 
made  180,000/. — what  a fortune!  Remember  me  moft 
kindly  to  your  fons,  and  all  the  family  ; and  believe  me, 
with  the  fincercft  affe&ion, 

Sir, 

Yours  moft  truly, 

Aug.  23.  Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XLII. 

Page  64. — Promoted  Captain  N elf  on  to  the  temporary  rank 
of  Commodore. 

Agamemnon,  Genoa  Mole, 
MV  dear  friend,  March  4,  1796. 

I received,  the  day  before  1 left  Leghorn, 
your  letter  of  December  30,  for  which  I thank  you.  As 
to  my  failing  for  England,  it  is  impoffible  to  fay  when  jt 
is  to  happen,  for  fomany  (hips  are  in  a bad  ftate,  that  I 
know  not  who  is  to  have  the  preference.  The  convoy 
muft,  I fuppofe,  fail  next  month  ; but  the  Flench  are 
fo  nearly  equal  to  us,  that  the  admiral  will  not  part  with 
many  (hips.  I am  juft  come  from  looking  into  Tou- 
lon, where  thirteen  fail  of  the  line  and  five  frigates  are 
ready  for  fea,  and  fome  others  fitting  in  the  arfenal : I 
think  by  the  end  of  this  month  the  enemy’s  fleet  will  be 
at  fea,  and  as  they  have  a great  number  of  tranfports 
ready  at  Marfeilles,  I firmly  believe  the  fleet  from  Cadiz, 
joined  by  fome  from  L’Orient  or  Breft,  will  join  theiq  ; 
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Vhen  having  a very  fuperior  fleet  for  one  week,  they 
will  effect  a landing  between  Port  Eftccia  and  Leghorn, 
I mean  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Italy,  when  they 
will  of  courfe  pofTcfs  themfelves  of  Leghorn,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  flop  their  progrefs  to  Rome  and 
Naples : we  may  fight  their  fleet,  but  unlcfs  we  can 
deftroy  them,  their  tranfports  will  puih  on  and  effeft 
the  landing.  What  will  the  French  care  for  the  lofs 
of  a few  men  of  war  ? it  is  nothing  if  they  get  into  Italy. 
This  is  the  gold-mine,  and  what,  depend  on  it,  they 
will  pufh  for.  The  little  that  I have  feen  of  Sir  John 
I like  ; he  Teems  plcafed  with  my  conduif,  and  does  not 
feem  very  willing  to  let  me  go  home,  even  if  Agamemnon 
does.  1 left  the  admiral  on  the  23d  ult.  to  the  weftward 
.of  Toulon.  I told  him  of  your  remembrances  to  him. 
Mr.  Summers  has  fent  home  his  commiffion,  and  al- 
though the  officer  in  whofe  room  he  came,  was  only  in- 
valided, yet  the  vacancy  ought  to  be  a good  one,  as  he 
died  very  foon  afterwards ; therefore  the  lift  is  not  in- 
creafed  by  his  appointment.  I fuppofe  Admiral  Hotham 
will  be  thinking  of  homeward  ftecring ; he  has  fpent 
the  winter  at  Naples,  and  been  well  received. 

How  unfortunate  Admiral  Chriftian  has  been  ! I hope 
our  Weft  India  iflands  will  not  fuffer  more  than  they 
have  done  ; but  I fee  Wilberforce  is  meddling  again  with 
the  flavc-trade.  I feel  very  much  obliged  by  Simon 
Taylor’s  remembrances;  pray  do  not  forget  me  to  him 
when  you  write.  Were  I an  admiral,  there  is  no  ftafton 
I fhould  like  fo  much  in  a war,  as  Jamaica ; I think  I 
could  give  fatisfaflion  by  keeping  the  ifland  free  from 
privateers,  which  I know  is  the  general  complaint  againft 
our  admirals.  We  are  this  day  covered  with  fnow,  and 
it  is  intenfely  cold  ; this  will  make  the  campaign  later 
in  opening,  but  every  day  French  troops  are  arriving  to 
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reinforce  the  army.  I have  my  fears  for  Piedmont, 
unlcfs  the  Emperor  orders  many  more  troops  than 
he  has  at  prefent.  I beg  you  will  remember  me  kindly 
to  every  part  of  your  family,  and  do  not. forget  mo  to 
fuch  of  our  friends  as  you  may  meet  with.  Believe  me 
, '•  Yours  moll  truly, 

Horatio  Nelson. 


No.  XLIII. 

Captain,  at  Sea,  June  20,  *796.. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

For  this  lad  fortnight  my  deflination  has  been 
fo  often  changed,  that  I have  been  very  uncertain  whe- 
ther I was  to  go  home,  or  day.  The  Egmont,  Captain 
Sutton,  was  under  orders  for  England,  with  Admiral 
Linzce’s  flag  on  board,  and  bad  carried  the  convoy  from 
Leghorn  to  Corfica  ; at  this  time  orders  came  out  for  a 
third  rate,  the  word  lhip  in  the  line,  to  go  home  with 
the  convoy  ; there  could  be  no  doubt  but  the  Agamemnon 
mud  be  the  (hip.  Sir  John  knowing  Sutton’s  anxiety  to 
get  home,  and  the  intered  which  had  been  made  for  that 
purpofe,  ordered  the  captain  of  the  San  Fiorenzoto  take 
the  Egmont,  and  Sutton  to  take  my  (hip,  when  to  my 
great  adonifhment  Sutton  declined  going  home,  unlefs 
his  (hip  went,  the  bed  conditioned  and  bed  manned  of 
all  thofe  which  came  fird  out  of  England  : for  more  than  a 
week  Agamemnon  Hood  for  England,  and  had  the  corn- 
(hips,  which  were  momentarily  expelled,  arrived,  I 
mud  have  gone.  However,  when  it  was  known  in  the 
fleet,  many  wiflied  to  go,  and  the  captain  of  this  (hip  had 
the  preference,  he  being  in  a very  bad  date  of  health  ; if 
1 hoift  my  flag  here,  the  Goliath  I fancy  will  be  my  (hip; 
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die  is,  I hear,  wretchedly  manned  ; however,  I don’t 
mind,  if  I have  but  good  fluff  to  work  upon.  I left 
Sir  John  yeftcrday  off  Toulon,  in  good  health  and  fpirits; 
he  mod  particularly  defired  me  to  make  his  kindeft  re- 
membrances to  you,  and  to  fay,  that  he  would  write, 
but  that  I mud  fay  the  truth,  he  had  not  a moment  for 
writing:  this  ftation  is  particular  for  correfpondence,  for 
our  miniders  at  all  the  Italian  courts  are  ever  writing. 
Should  the  French  come  out,  I am  fatisfied  we  fhould 
give  a very  good  account  of  them.  As  to  the  news  of 
the  armies,  the  French  fo  far  outnumber  General  Beau- 
lieu, that  he  has  been  obliged  to  retreat  into  the  Tyrol  j 
Mantua  is  befieged,  but  we  hope  it  will  hold  out  a very 
long  time.  With  kindeft  remembrances  to  every  part  of 
your  family,  believe  me  ever 

Yours  mofl  faithfully, 

Horatio  Nelson.  . 


No.  XLIV. 

Page  68. — The  blockade  of  Leghorn,  the  cafture  of  Porto 
Ferragio,  &c. 

Captain,  Leghorn  Roads,  Aug.  2,  1796. 

MV  DEAR  SIR, 

I shall  confine  my  prefent  letter  principally  U» 
the  fubjeft  of  your  recommendation,  with  that  of  many 
other  friends  of  Mr.  Summers.  Very  foon  after  his  arrival. 
Admiral  Hotham  appointed  him,  in  what  was  confidered 
at  the  time  a real  vacancy,  for  it  was  certain  Lieutenant 
Wenman  Allifon  could  not  furvive,  and  he  died  a very  few 
days  after  his  arrival  in  London.  Lieutenant  Summers 
feels  chagrined,  and  fa  do  I,  that  after  having  been  a year 
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with  me,  and  in  a good  vacancy,  he  is  not  confirmed; 
and  I feel  it  the  more,  as  thofe  made  fince  him  in  inva- 
Iiding  vacancies,  are  confirmed.  Indeed  the  Admiralty 
have  confirmed  a Mr.  Compton  to  a vacancy,  when  they 
had  adually  fent  out  another  lieutenant,  and  two  are  now 
ferving  in  the  vacancy  of  lieutenant,  now  captain  Andrews. 
This  bufinefs  I am  fure  wants  nothing  but  a fair  expla- 
nation, which  I beg  you  to  do.  I have  fent  one  certificate 
to  Mr.  Summers’s  agents,  Marfii  and  Creed,  and  fend 
you  another,  which  pray  prefent  to  fome  of  our  friends 
at  the  hoard.  I have  every  reafon  to  believe  Admiral 
Young  will  ftate  the  matter  fairly  to  Lord  Spencer. 

1 may  almofi  congratulate  you  on  our  re-entry  into 
Leghorn  ; the  country,  from  the  Grand  Duke  down- 
wards, is  fo  completely  in  diftrefs  by  the  blockade  of 
Leghorn,  that  all  is  in  motion,  and  if  the  French  are 
not  out  of  Leghorn  before  the  15th,  there  will  be  a ge- 
neral infurredion.  The  Leghornefe  have  told  the  French, 
they  fhall  not  celebrate  their  fete  of  Auguft  10,  to  which 
the  French  muff  fubmit ; they  fay  the  Grand  Duke  is  a 
young  man,  but  they  do  not  lhare  his  miniftry.  The 
prefent  governor  of  Leghorn,  who  is  fixed  fince  the 
French  came,  they  fay  is  a traitor,  and  if  there  is  an  in- 
furredion his  head  will  go  off : but  I believe  we  (hall 
manage  all  without  blood, and  that  the  French  will  go  off. 
No  perfon  in  Leghorn  will  buy  the  Englilh  property,  for 
they  could  not  fend  it  away ; therefore  except  what  is 
deftroyed  all  is  fafe.  Some  Englilh  merchants  compro- 
mifed  with  Buonaparte  for  their  effeds  ; they  will  lofe, 
which  I am  not  forry  for.  The  fear  of  the  French  has  been 
the  caufe  of  all  their  fuccefies  in  Italy.  With  kindeft 
remembrances  to  every  one  of  your  family,  believe  me. 
Sir,  Your  affedionate  and  obliged 

Horatio  Nelson. 
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No.  XLV. 

Captain,  at  Sea,  N«v.  5,  1796. 

MY  DEAR  FRUND, 

It  is  true  that  my  time  has  lately  beeu  fo  fully 
employed,  that  I have  not  had  that  time  I wifhed,  to  write 
to  all  my  friends.  However,  as  I am  now  attached  to  the 
fleet,  I have  not  fo  many  affairs  on  hand.  Sir  John  de- 
fires  me  to  fay  when  I write  to  you,  that  he  is  forry  he  can- 
not, fo  much  as  he  wifhes,  write  to  you  himfelf.  We  have 
now  done  with  Corfica  ; I have  feen  the  firft,and  the  laA 
of  that  kingdom  : its  fituation  certainly  was  moA  defira- 
ble  for  us,  but  the  generality  of  its  inhabitants  are  fo 
greedy  of  wealth,  and  fo  jealous  of  each  other,  that  it 
would  require  the  patience  of  Job,  and  the  riches  of 
Croefus  to  fatiafy  them  : they  fay  themfclves  they  are 
only  to  be  ruled, by  the  ruling  power  fhooting  all  its  ene- 
mies, and  bribing  all  its  friends.  They  already  regret 
our  departure  from  them,  for  no  more  filver  harveA  will 
come  to  their  lot.  I remember  when  we  quitted  Toulon 
we  endeavoured  to  reconcile  ourfelves  to  Corfica ; now 
we  are  content  with  Elba — fuch  things  are  : however,  we 
have  a fine  port,  and  are  at  no  expenfe  for  the  goverhment 
of  the  ifland.  We  are  anxious  to  hear  what  the  King 
of  Naples  has  determined  on,  in  confequence  of  our  re- 
maining to  fupport  him  ; if  he  is  marched,  1 hope  foon 
to  be  in  poffeflion  of  Leghorn  again.  The  condu<3  of 
the  Pope  is  extraordinary ; although  he  is  at  war  with 
the  French,  yet  he  has  not  opened  his  ports  to  us  ; he  is 
fearful  of  a turn  in  the  p re  fern  happy  profpedls  : in  fliort, 
Italy  has  been  loA  by  the  fears  of  its  princes ; had  they 
expended  half  the  money  to  prcferve  their  territories, which 
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they  paid  the  French  for  entering  them,  their  countries 
would  have  been  happy,  in  (lead  of  being  filled  with  pre- 
fent  mifery,  and  diabolical  notions  of  government. 

We  lefr  Sr.  Fiorenzo  on  the  2d  at  night,  and  are  now 
feeing  our  Smyrna  convoy  part  of  the  way  down  the 
Straits,  and  hope  to  meet  Admiral  Man,  who  has  more 
than  a month  part,  known  the  fituation  of  our  gallant  ad- 
miral ; orders  have  been  fent  to  him  to  join  us,  which 
fame  fays  were  received  Odobcr  ioth,  but  if  that  is  the 
fad,  Admiral  Man  could  not  have  failed  on  the  receipt 
of  them. 

So  foon  as  our  fleet  is  united,  I have  no  doubt  but 
we  lhall  look  out  for  the  combined  fleet,  who  I 
fuppofe  are  about  thirty-four  fail  of  the  line,  badly 
manned,  and  worfe  ordered,  whilft  ours  is  fuch  a 
fleet  as  I never  before  faw  at  Tea  ; there  is  nothing  hardly 
beyond  our  reach  : I need  not  give  you  the  ebarader  of 
Sir  John  Jervis,  you  know  him  well ; therefore  I (hall 
only  fay,  he  is  worthy  of  fuch  a fleet,  for  he  knows  how 
to  ufe  us  in  the  moll  beneficial  manner  for  our  country. 
You  will  not  forget  me  kindly  to  every  part  of  your  fa- 
mily, and  alfo  to  Mr,  Bradley  and  our  naval  friends ; alfo 
to  Simon  Taylor.  As  1 read  in  the  paper  St.  Domingo 
is  to  be  evacuated,  I hope  Jamaica  will  be  Me.  All  the 
French  army  in  Italy  is  going  to  the  devil  very  fall.  We 
Ire  on  fhore,  upon  vtbvtt. — Ever  believe  me 
Your  mod  affedionate 

Horatio  Nelson. 


litv.  II,  off  Minorca. 

I write  this  to  go  when  opportunity  offers. 
Have  you  done  the  bufuiefs  for  Mr.  Summers  ? 
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No.  XLVI. 

Page  74. — A Jhort  memorandum  made  by  the  Commodore 
himfelf. 

Irrejijiible,  Lagos  Bay,  Feb,  2 1,  1797. 

MY  DEAR  FRIEND, 

I was  too  unwell  to  write  to  you  by  the 
Lively  ; but  as  I know  how  anxious  you  are  for  my  wel- 
fare, both  in  health,  and  reputation,  1 fend  you  a fhort 
detail  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  Captain  ; and  if  you  ap- 
prove of  it,  you  are  at  perfefi  liberty  to  infert  in  the  newf- 
papers ; inferting  the  name  of  Commodore  inftcad  of  /. 
Captains  Miller  and  Berry,  &c.  authenticated  the  truth, 
till  I quitted  the  San  Jofeph  to  go  on  board  the  Minerve, 
and  farther  than  this  the  detail  (hould  not  be  printed.  As 
I do  not  write  for  the  prefs,  there  may  be  parts  of  it  which 
require  the  pruning-knife,  which  I defire  you  will  ufe 
without  fear.  I pretend  not  to  fay  that  thefe  (hips  might 
not  have  fallen,  had  I not  boarded  them  ; but  truly  it 
was  far  from  impoflible,  but  they  might  have  forged  into 
the  Spaniih  fleet  as  the  other  two  (hips  did.  I hope  for 
a good  account  of  the  Santiffima  Trinidada  ; (he  has  been 
feen  without  malls,  and  fome  of  our  frigates  near  her. 
Sir  John  has  juft  fent  me  word  the  Rofe  goes  for  Eng- 
land in  a few  minutes.  I can  only  fay,  believe  me  ever 
Your  moft  affedionate  friend, 

Horatio  Nelson. 

Captain  Martin  defircs  I make  his  bed  refpefts.  My 
pendant  is  in  this  (hip. 
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No.  XLVI1. 

Page  185. — On  the  1 3/i  having  hoifitd  his  ftaniard. 

mv  dear  FRIEND,  Naples , July  1 5,  1799. 

Although  I am  fo  ill  that  1 can  fcarcely  (it 
up,  yet  I will  not  let  the  courier  go  off,  without  alluring 
you  that  all  your  kindncflcs  to  me  are  fre(h  in  my  me- 
mory ; I remember  all  my  friends ; I forgive,  from  my 
Tieart,  my  envious  enemies.  May  God  Almighty  grant 
you,  my  revered  friend,  that  health  and  happinefs  which 
has  never  yet  been  obtained  by 

• ' Your  affe&ionate  grateful  friend, 

• • : Nelson. 

1 . / 

My  friend  Troubridge  is  a general  officer. 


8.  GoiNtiL,  Printer,  Litjk  Queen  Street! 


1805. 

CATALOGUE 

OF 

NEW  BOOKS 

PRINTED  FOR 

H.  D.  SYMONDS,  No.  20,  PATERNOSTER-ROW, 
LONDON. 

agriculture  and  botany. 

Dedicated  to  the  Right  IJon.  Lord  Somerville.  . 

1.  \ GENERAL  TREATISE  ON  CATTLE.  The  Ox,  the 
I X Shi-.ep,  and  the  S’.vink  : Comprehending  their  Breeding, 
Management,  Improvement,  and  Disease*.  BvJoun  Lawrence, 
Author  of -he  “NEW  FARMER’S  CALENDAR,”  **  MODERN 
LAND  STEWARD,” &e.  See. 

2.  THE  NEW  FARMER’S  CALENDAR;  or,  Monthly 
Kemembk  an  ceil  for  all  Kin  ds  of Countr  v Business  : compre* 
bending all  the  material  improvements  in  the  New  Husbandry, 
with  tlie  Management  of  Live  Stock.  Inscribed  to  the  Farmers  of 
Great  Britain  Fourth  Edition,  9s.  boards.  With  an  Additional 

Prelace. '0  .7  AIXIKG 

Reflections  on  the  ex-  liring  and  Stocking 
isting  State  of  om  Farms. 

Agriculture;  itsMe*  The  Implements  of 
ritsand  Defects,  the  Husbandry, 

real  Causes  andonh  Soils  and  Manures, 
effectual  Remedy  ol  Draining. 

Scarcity.  Fencing. 

Calendar:  pointing  out  The  Farm  Yard,  its 
the  Business  of  eve-  Form  and  Manage- 
rs' Month  in  the  ment. 

Year,  as  it  regards  Vermin, 
preparing  the  Land,  Irrigation  and  Warp- 
Sowing,  and  Har-  ing. 

vesting  the  various  Woods  and  Planta- 
Crops,  and  the  Ma-  tions. 
nagement  of  Cattle. 

11  We  have  reviewed  this  article  at  some  length,  because  it  well  deserved  notice  ; at 
a manual  ot  arguments  for  the  new  husbandry,  it  may  have  important  effects  on  agri- 
culture. It  is  seldom  that  an  epitome  is  written  with  an  agreeable  vivacity  : but 
this  wotk  is  a complete  exception  to  that  rule.  A competent  knowledge  of  the  Hus- 
bandry of  Fiandcr*  and  the  Continent  is  displayed  throughout ; and  we  pronounce, 
without  hesitation,  that  so  much  valuably  argument  and  information  on  agriculture,  was 
never  offered  to  the  public  in  so  sroa-1  a buih.M— » Comwnia!  anU  Agricultural  Mcgam 
tine,  Jnr  May,  I SOU.  See  uha  Is  mart  fievieio,  Slay,  181-0. 

**  The  Science  of  A^ricuit.jie  is,  happily  for  this  country,  getting  into  universal  re- 
pute ; the  innumerable  set  judicious  publications  on  this  subject  arv  too  tedious  to  be 
waded  through  by  the  generality  of  Cultivators.  To  such  ve  make  ro  hesitation  in 
obftrrviog, that  this  tiook  wilt  prove  auv*fu4  acquisition,  displaying,  in  near  six  hundred 
pages,  a combination  of  ell  that  ha>  been  written,  systematically  arranged,  and 
strengthened  w ith  useful  remarks  from  the  Author**  experimental  knowledge.1* 

Vide  Gentleman**  Magazine,  January,  1803.  See  also  European  Magazine,  same  dale. 

A 


Tillage  and  Fallowing. 

The  Drill  Husbandry. 

Dibbling. 

.Seed. 

Blights. 

Course  of  Crops. 

Cattle  Crop*. 

Winter  Preservation 
of  Roofs,  &c. 

Meadow  and  Pasture. 

Live  Stock,  Breeding 
and  Improvement. 

Horses,  Neat  Cattle, 
Sheep,  Swine,  Rab- 
bits, Poultry,  &c. 
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3.  As  Companion  to  the  Farmer’s  Calendar,  inscribed  to  the 
Landlords  of  Great  Britain, 


THE  MODERN  LAND-STEWARD;  in  which  the  Duties 
and  Functions  of  Stewardship  are  considered  and»cxplained,  with 
their  several  Relations  to  the  Interests  of  the  Landlord,  Tenant, 
and  the  Public.  8vo.  !0s.  (id.  boards. 

The  BfCMsity  for  a work  on  the  above  important  subject,  adapted  to  modern 
occasions,  will  be  conceded  by  all.  The  cultivation  of  the  toil,  at  all  times  the 
first  of  national  duties,  has,  at  the  present  crisis,  become  of  such  increased  conse- 
quence, and  so  much  fresh  land  must  be  broken  up,  and  reduced  to  a state  proper  for 
tillage,  (an  o;wratian  of  husbandry,  perhaps  of  all  others,  requiring  the  greatest  share 
of  skill  and  judgment,)  that  the  choice  of  stewards  and  agents  ought  to  be  very  aciect, 
and  their  means  Of  information  rendered  as  extensive  and  commodious  as  possible : 
and  although  to  the  immortal  honour  of  the  present  race  of  Our  lauded  proprietors, 
agricultural  knowledge  and  practice  was  never  before  so  generally  diffused  amongst 
them,  yet  to  many  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  whose  attention  has  necessarily  been 
otherwise  directed,  a manual  on  this  branch  of  economy,  so  important  to  their  own, 
as  well  as  the  public  interest,  will  not  be  without  its  use. 

• To  the  tenantry  also,  it  is  presumed,  a book  of  land  stewardship  may  afford  some 
intrresiinghints,  as  explaining  the  real  nature  of  their  connexion  with  the  lord  of  the 
soil,  and  thercJative  duties  and  reciprocal  interests  of  landlord  and  tenant. 

The  great  and  extensive  patronage  with  which  the  Newr  Farmer’s  Calendar  has 
been  honoured  by  the  public,  fully  alive  to  the  w eight  of  the  subject,  demands  the 
most  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  author,  intending  the  present  treatise  as  a 
companion  to  the  Calendar,  his  utmost  endeavour*  have  been  exerted  to  render  it 
cqualU  worthy  the  honour  of  their  acceptance. 

“ No  gentleman  of  landed  property  should  be  without  this  volume;  it  fulfils  the 
pretensions  of  its  title  page  in  a respectable  manner,  and  will  be  a useful  manual  for 
all  land-stewards  honestly  zealous  in  their  vocation.” 

Agricultural  Magazine,  April , 1801. 

If  the  author  bad  not  already  recommended  himself  to  the  public  by  his  New 
Fanner**  Calendar,  and  other  works,  the  judicious  observations  and  useful  hints  here 
offered,  would  place  him  in  the  list  of  those  rural  Counsellors  who  are  capable  of  giving 
advice,  and  to  w hose  opinion  some  deference  is  due,  though  it  may  not  tic  implicitly 
followed.  His  sentiments  on  general  subjects  ewpand  beyond  the  narrow*  boundaries 
of  vulgar  prejudice  j and  his  good  sense  is  forcibly  recommended  to  us  by  its  acting  in 
concert  with  a humane  disposition.”  Monthly  Urvirze,  Au%.  1803. 

4.  A PHILOSOPHICAL and'PR  ACTICAL  TREATISE  on 
HORSES,  and  on  the  Mohal  Duties  or  Man  towards 
the  Brutf.  Cr ration ; with  Replies  to  the  various  Objec- 
tions contained  in  a late  Publication,  and  seasonable  Hints  to 
certain  impolitic  Advocates  pf  lire  Veterinary  College.  Bv  John 
Lawrence.  Second  Edition,  2 vols.  8vo.  I tjs.  boards. Contsnti. 


Critical  Account  of  former  Writers,  Eng- 
lish anti  Foreign,  with  an  Exatnina- 
tion  of  Mr.  Tallin's  Flea  of  Origi- 
nality. 

Various  Races  and  Descriptions  of  Hones. 

The  Duties  of  Humanity  to  Beast*. 

Smithfield  Cattle-driving. 

Breaking  and  present  System  of  Hor«e- 
tnanship. 

Journey-riding  and  Furniture. 

Capital  Trotters,  ice. 

Rule*  for  the  Ladies. — Military  Manege. 

Draught  Horses,  Town  ami  Country. 

Draught  Oxen. 

Monopoly  and  Forestalling. 

Natural  Method  of  Shoeing — full  Di- 
rection*. 

The  Philosophy  of  Sports,  or  dis- 


criminating Line*  in  regard  of  Hu- 
manity. 

Afhletjc  Exercises.— -Baiting  Animals. 

Hunting. — Racing. — Cocking — Faro. 

Boxing. — Running  Horses,  and  iheTutf. 

The  w hole  (Kcouomy  of  the  modern  Sta- 
ble, Physic,  Exercise,  and  Training. 

Purchase  and  Sale,  with  the  accustomed 
Rule- of  Worrantry,  Keposi tone*, Deal- 
ers, &c. 

Veterinary  Medicines  in  general. 

The  College. 

AH  the  known  Disease*  of  Horse*,  with 
the  most  approx  cd  Remedies,  and 
Practice  at  large. 

On  the  Di'CSves  of  Horned  Cattle,  the 
Treatment  of  Cows,  and  the  Extraction 
oi  Calx  ex  in  cro»s  Positions. 


“ The  book  certainly  handles  a number  of  scry  useful  topic*,  in  a most  facetious 
and  pleasing  way.”  Parmer**  M 
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**  Mr.  Lawrence  treat*  particularly  of  the  management  of  hor«e«,  under  the  heads 
of  the  economy  of  the  stable,  purchase  and  'ale,  veterinary  medicine,  Acc.  Hr  write* 
with  spirit,  good  sense,  and  humanity,  and  w'c  recommend  his  work  to  the  notice  of 
our  readers.’*  * Monthly  Revise,  Sept.  ITS*). 

<*  We  make  our  critical  debut  with  this  Work,  both  because  it  is  the  most  full  and 
general  in  our  language ; and  as  it  ha*  been,  from  its  first  publication,  received  as  a text 
hook  both  by  our  Sporting  Gentlemen,  and  Agriculturists.’*  Sporting  Mag.  Nov.  1802, 

5.  THE  PRACTICAL  PLANTER;  or,  a Treatise  on 
Forest  Planting.  Comprehending  the  Culture  and  Manage- 
ment of  Planted  and  Natural  Timber,  in  every  Stage  of  its  Growth. 
Also  on  the  Culture  and  Management  of  Hedge  Fences,  and  the 
Construction  of  Stone  Walls,  &c.  By  Wali  er  Nicol.  6s.  boards. 

6.  A BOTANICAL  DICTIONARY;  or,  Elements  of  Svs- 

TEMAT1C  AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  BoTANV.  By  CoLIN  MllNE, 
l.L  D.  Author  of  the  Institutes  of  Botany,  and  Habitations  of  English 
Plants.  Third  Edition,  revised,  corrected,  and  considerably  en- 
larged. To  this  Edition  arc  aha  added  25  New  Plates,  drawn  by 
Edwards  and  engraved  by  Sansom. 

7.  THE  EMPIRE  OF  FLORA;  or.  Scientific  Descrip- 
tion of  all  known  Plants.  Natives  and  Exotics.  Illus- 
trated by  accurate  Dissections  of  Plants,  executed  chiefly  for  the 
late  Earl  of  But  E by  the  famous  Miller  ; arranged  after  the  re- 
formed Sexual  System.  By  Robert  John  Thorn  ton,  M.  D. 

N.  B.  The  British  Plants  are  first  described,  and  will  be  compre- 
hended in  Five  Vols.  8vo.  I ts.  each,  containing  70  Plates. 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


8.  Barr’s  New  and  Beautiful  Edition  ofBuppoN’s  Natural 
H isTiiR  v.  Complete. 


BUI  PON's  NATURAL  HISTORY,  containing  a Theory  of 
the  Earth,  a General  1 1 istorv  ot  Man,  of  trie  Brute  Creation,  and  of 
Vegetables.  Minerals,  Sic.  Fran  slated  from  t-.ie  French,  and  inter- 
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spersed  with  Notes.  By  J.  8.  Bar  o,  Esq.  To  which  is  added,  by 
Way  of  a complete  Supplement,  A NATURAL  HISTORY  of 
BIRDS,  REPTILES,  FISH,  and  INSECTS. 

The  whole  of  this  valuable  Work,  forming,  beyond  comparison, 
the  most  complete  and  elegant  Natural  History  in  the  English, 
or  any  other  Language,  beautifully  printed,  and  making  Fifteen 
Volumes,  which  contain  near  3000  pages  of  beautiful  Letter-press, 
besides  the  elegant  and  numerous  set  of  original  Copper-plates, 
taken  from  Life  ; being  just  printed  olf,  in  the  best  Manner,  in  04 
Numbers,  price  Is.  each,  may  be  had,  at  the  Option  of  the  Purcha- 
sers, by  one  or  more  at  a Time,  or  in  Fifteen  Volumes. 


In  Boards,  price JL'. 5 1 6 

Bound  in  tsheep,  and  lettered 6 4 0 

Ditto,  Call,  and  lettered 6 11  6 


Elegantly  bound  in  Calf,  giltand  lettered...  6 19  0 
The  advantage^ari  sing  from  the  entertaining  study  of  NATURAL 
HISTORY  are  loo  generally  felt  and  acknowledged  to  need  enlarge- 
ment in  favour  of  a Work  calculated  to  assist  that  enlightening  pur- 
suit ; it  may  therefore  be  sullicient  to  remark,  that  the  general  out- 
line of  the  present  dtsign  is  to  give  a correct  description  and 
theory  of  the  Earth,  the  History  of  Man,  and  of'thc  Brute  Creation, 
of  Vegetables,  Minerals,  and  of  the  various  Bird',  Fish,  Reptiles, 
and  Insects,  which  adorn  animated  Nature  ; together  with  aclcar 
succinct  account  of  their  habit',  customs,  and  qualities  on  the  au- 
thorities of 


Butfon, 

Marald, 

Rheaumur,  1 

Dela  Piuche, 

Letsom, 

Geo  (Try, 

Lewenhock, 

Willoughby,  | 

Gowan, 

Edwards, 

Johnson, 

Swammerdam, 

Ray, 

Monro, 

Pennant, 

Malphigi, 

Spa!  langan. 

Durham, 

Hunter, 

and 

other  eminent  Naturalists ; the  Transactions  of  the  various  Philoso- 
phical Societies  in  Europe,  and  the  most  respectable  Travellers  and 
Voyagers.  Every  attention  has  been  paid  to  render  this  Work  as 
complete  and  correct  as  possible  : which  the  Translator  and  Editor 
have  more  particularly  undertaken,  at  the  desire  of  many  of  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  of  this  Kingdom,  as  no  complete  History  of 
the  kind  has  hitlierio  been  published. 

N.  B.  To  prevent  mistakes,  and  the  obtrusion  of  former  and  infe- 
rior works  on  the  subject,  the  Public-  arc*  requested  to  ask  for,  or 
order,  BARR’s  New  and  Beautiful  Edition  of.  BUFFO N’s  NA- 
TURAL HISTORY  ; which  is  executed  in  a degree  of  eery,  supe- 
rior excellence. 

9.  A NEW  EDITION  of  the  ABOVE,  in  Fifteen  Volumes, 
12mo.  which  will  be  found  to  be  the  Ch  apest  Edition  of  Buvfon 


ever  offered  to  the  Public. 

In  Boards,  price £.s  |5  o 

Bound  in  Sheep,  and  lettered 4 4 0 

Ditto,  Calf,  and  lettered 4 10  0 


Elegantly  bound  in  Call,  gilt  and  lettered..  4 17  6 

10.  ORGANIC  REMAINS  of  a FORMER  WORLD;  or, 
on  Examination  of  the  Mineralized  Remains  of  tile  Vegetables  and 
Animals  ot  the  Antediluvian  World,  generally  termed  Extraneous 


J 
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Fossils.  Bv  James  Parkinson.  Volume  I he  KJts{  ; containing  the 
Vegetable  Kingdom,  4to.  with  Plates,  elegantly  coloured.  21.  ‘2*. 
boards. 

In  almost  every  part  of"  this  globe,  the  remains  of  a former 
world  are  cotitiiuiailv  oilering  them  .elves,  lor  the  contemplation 
of  mankind  ; teaching,  that  the  planet  we  inhabit  has  suffered 
considerable  changes  by  the  ravages  of  an  universal  deluge,  anj 
bv  the  influence  of  other  causes,  acting  with  va»t  power,  and  to  a 
wide  extent.  Among  these  remains,  the  spoils  of  the  vegetables 
and  animals  of  those  days  are  frequently  discovered;  evinci  g that 
several  species  of  beings  tlien  existed,  which  are  now  entirely  un- 
known, and  perhaps, extinct  : their  mutilated  remains  only  being 
left  to  prove,  that  they  once  lived,  and  were  destroyed  with  the  former 
wot  Id. 

These  melds  of  nature,  yielding  incontestable  record  of  one 
of"  the  most  important  rcras  in  riie  history  of  toe  universe,  exist  in 
great  quantities  in  this  island  ; but  whilst  France  and  Germany 
have  produced  several  valuable  essay  s on  these  important  .sub- 
jects, Great  Britain  owns  not  a single  systematic  work  on  this 
branch  of  Natural  History  Reflection  on  this  circumstance  led  to 
the  present  attempt  to  limn  a history  id  ail  those  bodies  which 
have  been  hitherto  discovered;  trusting  that  cncomagcrocnt  to 
such  an  undertaking  \%  ill  be  secured  by  the  laudable  curiosity  of 
those  who  dwell  in  those  parts,  where  these  wonderful  relics  of 
the  OLD  WOULD , arc  daily,  even  by  accident,  brought  to  view. 

11.  DONOVAN’s  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
INSECTS  OF  CHINA,  with  elegant  coloured  Figures.  In  One 
Volume  -Ho.  5l.  5s.  in  boards. 

12.  DONOVAN’s  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  IN- 
SECTS OF  INDIA.  6l.  6s.  in  boards. 


GEOGRAPHY,  HISTORY,  BIOGRAPHY. 

13.  ELEMENTS  OF  GEOGRAPHY  ANDOFNATURAL 

ANDCIVIL  HISTORY. cosTAiNiS  t, 

1 . Tlit-  Order  »>!'  tlit-  Sphrm. 

'2.  The  Economy  «>t  the  Sublunary  \Vork> 
of  Ctcjlkm,  inanimate  and  firing. 

3.  Put'irrscjtir  and  ^rnrraj  Sketches  ol' 
the  different  Part*  »>f  the  Earth  j and 
thi  vared  Appeirauce*  aud  Manuer» 
oi  t*-  I'lh.ib  t-.m  s. 

4.  The  Kisr,  Revolution,  anrl  Fa'!,  of 
tlie  priuc  j tl  Ki«|>rc*  of  the  World. 

5.  Chan  ;•  tnroiii.h  tltlirrenl  A"t»  in 
the  Mj'in  ir)  U Mankind. 

By  John  Walker.  Third  F.dition,  9s  bound. 

14.  THE  UNIVERSAL  GAZLTTEER ; being  a concise 

Dcscripti  in,  alphabetically  arranged,  of  the 

Nations,  | '.'owns,  1 Cities,  1 1 arbours,  | Canals, 
Kingdoms,  I .ntpires,  j Oceans,  k'vers,  J Mouorains, 
Slates,  I Provinces,!  Seas,  Lukes,  | Capes,  See. 

In  the  Known  Woud. 


6, 7,  ft,  9.  Description  of  the  different 
(^carter*  of  the  World  i E'»n>pr,  A*ia* 
Africa*  smd  Amenra.  The.r  P>*i- 
Muns  in.’o  Countries,  Prmiuec*,  5;c, 
Their  C'inutrv,  S.imN,  Animals, 
Plants  M,  1 rial.,  Mounttin-,  Rher*, 
Lukes,  Canul>,  C-minorer,  Mtnc.'.io 
ti«rr-,  5rl«>-iK,  fA-nrnmg, 

Literati,  Lrligimi*  Pi  *|r«  ioi  Latt- 
gua  “c  G‘»vernineut|  ic. 
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TheGovF.RNMF.n  r,  Manners,  and  Religion,  of  the  Inha- 
bitants, with  the  Extent,  Boundaries,  and  Natural  Pro- 
ductions, Manufactures,  aiui  Curiosities  of  the  DIF* 
F'ERENT  COUNTRIES,  containing  several  Thousand  Places  not 
to  be  met  with  in  an)  similar  Gazetteer.  Illustrated  with  Fourteen 
Maps,  by  John  Walkf.k.  Third  Edition,  revised,  considerably 
enlarged,  and  improved,  by  Arthur  Kershaw,  2s.  bound  or, 
with  the  Maps  coloured,  15s. 

15.  The  MAPS  and  CHARTS  separately,  forming  a Com- 
plete Atlas  for  the  Use  of  Schools;  in  One  Volume  co- 
loured, 8s.  half-bound. 

16.  BROOKES’s  GENERAL  GAZETTEER;  or,  Compen- 
dious Geographical  Dictionary:  Containing  a Description 
of  the  Empires,  Kingdoms,  States,  Provinces,  Cities,  Towns,  Forts, 
Seas,  Harbours,  Rivers,  Lakes,  Mountains,  Capes,  &c.  in  the 
known  World  ; with  the  Government,  Customs,  Manners,  and 
Religion  of  the  Inhabitants,  &c.  &c.  Illustrated  by  Maps.  Eleventh 
edition,  8vo.  10s.  tnl.  bound;  or  with  Maps  coloured,  12s. 

17.  THE  NAVAL  GAZETTEER  ; or.  Seaman’s  com- 
plete Guide.  Containing  a full  and  accurate  Account, alphabeti- 
cally arranged,  of  the  several  Coasts  of  all  the  Countries  and 
Islands  m the  known  World  ; shewing  their  Latitude,  Longitude, 
Soundings,  and  Stations  for  Anchorage.  With  a particular  Descrip- 
tion of  the  several 


Bays, 

Creeks, 

Havens, 

Rivers, 

Shoals, 

Capes, 

Currents, 

Lakes, 

Roads, 

Sounds, 

Channels, 

Gulphs, 

Oceans, 

Rocks, 

Straits, 

Coves, 

Harbours, 

Races, 

Sands, 

Tides, 

Variation  of  the  Compass,  &c.  &c. 

Together  with  a particular  Relation  of  the  Shape  and  Appearance 
at  Sea  of  the  several  Headlands,  Isthmuses,  Peninsulas,  Points,  Pro- 
montories, and  whatever  is  of  Use  or  Importance  to  the  Master, 
Pilot,  Commander,  or  Seaman  of  any  Ship  or  Vessel,  in  navigating 
the  watery  Element.  Also  comprehending  ample  Directions  for 
sailing  into  or  out  of  the  different  Ports,  Straits,  and  Harbours  of 
the  Four  Quarters  of  the  World,  and  for  avoiding  Dangers  oil  the 
various  and  extended  Coasts,  in  which  near  Sixteen  Thousand  dis- 
tinct Names  of  Places, Sic.  are  treated  of  and  explained.  By  John 
Malham,  Author  of  Navigation  made  Easy  and  Familiar,  and 
other  Works  on  Naval  Affairs.  Illustrated  with  Seventeen  Charts, 
including  a Whole  Sheet  Chart  of  the  World,  on  Mercator’s  Pro- 
jection. The  Second  Edition,  greatly  improved  by  the  Author,  with 
the  Addition  of  near  Four  Thousand  Articles.  Two  Volumes 
Octavo,  ll.  4s.  bound. 

18.  The  COPPER  PLATE  MAGAZINE;  or.  Cabinet 
of  Picturesque  Engravings;  comprising  the  most  inte- 
resting, sublime,  and  beautiful  Views  of  Cities,  Sea-Ports,  Lakes, 
Palaces,  public  Edifices,  Country  Seats,  Antiquities,  Gardens,  Rrc. 
&c.  in  GREAT  BRI1AIN  anil  IRELAND.  From  original 
Paintings  and  Drawings,  by  the  first  Masters. 

Each  Number  of  the  above  Work  is  embellished  with  Two  ex- 
quisite Prints  ; together  with  Letter-press  descriptions,  the  whole  of 
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which  making  5 vols.  in  Quarto,  or  I i'j  Numbers,  may  be  bad  at  the 
Option  of  the  Purchasers,  by  One  or  more  at  a I une.  Is.  ear  h. 

In  the  present  very  nourishing  state  of  the  Arts,  it  may  be  pro- 
[icr  to  direct  popular  attenlion  to  a Work,  which  combines  tlu-  most 
sublime  and  beautiful  Views  in  Nature,  with  the  grandest  ami  mo-t 
elegant  structures  of  human  ingenuity  ; and  presents  to  the  e\  ei  >l 
taste  the  finest  objects  of  Picturesque  Scenery,  with  all  the  fidelity 
ofhistoric  truth,  and  finished  with  l Ik*  perfection  ol  Art,  at  a price  so 
extremely  moderate,  as  to  excite  the  utmost  astonishment  in  every 
judge  of  the  Polite  Arts  who  has  seen  any  ol  the  Prints  ot  which  this 
pleasing  publication  is  composed.  Every  View  is  actually  taken  on 
the  spot,  and  the  Engravings  are  all  finished  in  a style  very  superior 
to  many  prints  of  a similar  kind  sold  at  treble  tlye  price. 

Uniformly  and  elegantly  printed  on  a fine  wove  Demy  Paper,  and 
comprised  in  Thirty-tour  Numbers,  the  whole,  or  any  part  ot 
which  may  be  had  separate,  a<  the  Purchaser  may  think  proper, 
at  Is.  each,  making  Four  large  Volumes  in  Svo. 

10.  An  HISTORICAL,  GEOGRAPHICAL,  COMMER- 
CIAL, AND  PHILOSOPHICAL  VIEW  OF  THE  PRESLN  E 
SITUATION  OK  THE  UNITED  STATES  OE  AMERICA  ; 
comprehending  a Description  oi  the  United  Slates,  their  Extent, 
Civil  Divisions,  Chief  Towns,  Climate,  Curiosities,  Soils,  Moun- 
tains, Lakes,  Bays,  Rivers,  Springs,  and  l-lands.  Natural  History, 
Productions,  Population,  Character,  Government,  Provincial  Con- 
stitutions, Courts  of  Justice,  Religion,  Literature,  Agriculture,  Com- 
merce, and  History  ; Copious  and  interesting  Account  of  the  late 
War. — General  and  Particular  Description  of  the  Western  1 erri- 
tory,  Kentucky,  &tc.  To  which  is  prefixed,  A General  Account  of 
the  Discovery  of  America,  by  Columbus ; General  Description  of 
the  whole  Continent  ol  America,  and  the  numerous  Tribes  of 
American  Indians,  their  Manners,  Customs,  Sic.  Sic. 

To  *J.iri>  is  added,  a View  of  Ihr  present  Stale  of  (lie  Spanish,  French,  Engleili, 
and  Dutch  Possessions  in  America  and  the  Wrst  India  Islauds.  Also  an  Appendix,  con- 
taining various  interesting  and  valuable  Papers  and  Instruction*  relative  to  cultivating 
Tobacco,  Rice,  Mai/e,  Sugar.  Maple-tree,  See*  The  Map*,  Charts,  ami  Plans,  which 
accompany  this  Work,  are  laid  down  tut  a very  large  Scale,  with  great  Accuracy,  from 
actual  Surveys,  made  under  the  Inspection  of  the  American  Government,  and  arc  en- 
graved in  the  best  Manner.  To  these  are  added,  elegant  Portraits  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
General  Washington,  William  Penn.  Acc.  Ate.  Acc.  all  taken  iroin  original  Paintings. 
The  Plates,  which  form  the  Natural  History  of  America,  are  elegant  and  accurate  Re- 
preaeuta'ione  of  all  the  most  remarkable  Quadrupedal,  Bird*,  Reptile*.  Insect-,  bodies. 
Vegetables,  ft c.  peculiar  to  the  American  Continent,  Compiled  trom  the  labour*  ot 
Franklin,  [ Cooper,  Ramsey,  Buffon,  i Captain  Morn-, 

Robertson,  | Mor-e,  Bristol,  Brian  Edwards,  Gen.  Tarleton, 

Jetfer«on,  Catr-hy,  Imlay,  I General  Lee,  Harper, 

Abbe  Ravnal,  | Gordon,  Barlow,  ' John  Attains,  j Monro,  See.  Acc. 

American  and  English  Philo-ophical  Societies,  and  from  various  original  and  authen- 
tic Communication*.  Bv  the  Reverrml  W.  Winter  both  am,  of  Hovs-Lauc 
Chapel,  Plymouth.  II.  10*.  boards,  or  21.  2s.  l>ound. 

••  The  Pub'w  are  certain1  v much  indebted  to  Mr.  Winte rlmtham,  for  having,  in 
the  tedious  Hours  of  Imprisonment,  laudably  exerted  hinwll  in  compiling  ihi* 
Work.  Like  f/r,  who  produced  his  valuable  Historv  of  lltc  t '/«»  'Inr/rf  * Idle  !»r 
was  confined  ot  a Slute  H runner  in  the  T -wer  of  London,  Ibis  Historian  ol’ the  Sen? 
World  writes  in  a •intdnr  unfortunate  situation  \ may  he  tin  ally  meet  with  a belter  tie- 
j nhtl  than  that  w hicli  Ids  great  predecessor  experienced. 

“ Mr.  W.  has  availed  himself,  iu  this  publication,  of  the  labour  of  most  of  the 
n^t»riau$  who  have  written  on  the  subject  of  America,  and  lias  brought  into  out*  coin- 
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prehrmive  view  the  mult  of  their  inquiries  and  obv  various.  Where  he  had  not  the 
vanitv  to  conceit  e him»eif  capable  of  correcting  their  language,  he  ha-  adopted  their 
expression;  so  that,  in  a long  narrativ- , he  has  often,  a*  he  modest  I'  expresses 
him>el',  noothtr  churn  to  merit,  than  wlut  arises  Horn  scU-coon,  anc  a lew  lonnecting 
sentence*. 

“ Tlie  general  utility  of  this  Work,  with  the  judgment  and  diligence  discovered  by 
the  Editor^  will,  we  doubt  not,  ensure  it  that  encouragement  to  which  it  is  tn- 
titled.*’  Monthly  Weorex  for  i)tc.  1795* 

20.  The  MAPS  and  CHARTS  separately,  forming  a complete 
American  Atlas,  on  line  Paper,  coloured.  Folio,  ll.  Is.  hall  bound. 

21.  Dr.  MAVOR’s  ABRIDGEMENT  OF  THE  TOURS 
THROUGH  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND,  in  Six 
Pocket  Volumes,  embellished  with  an  emblematical  F rontispiece, 
and  lour  accurate  coloured  Maps,  viz.  Iunglano,  bcorusn, 
Ireland,  and  Wilts,  18s.  or,  on  superfine  paper,  ll.  4-s.  sewed. 

22.  Dr.  MAVOR’s  HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT  of  the  most 
celebrated  Voyages,  Travels,  and  Discoveries,  front  the  Time  of 
Columbus  to  the  present  Period.  In  25  volumes.  31.  15s.  sewed. 

23.  An  interesting  NARRATIVf;  of  the  TRAVELS  of 
JAMES  BR  UU  E,  Esq.  into  ABYSSINIA,  to  discover  the  Source 
of  the  Nile.  Abridged  frdht  the  Original  Work,  by  Samuel  Shaw, 
Esq.  Fourth  edition,  with  copper- plates.  4s.  boards. 

**.*  Notwithstanding  the  utility  and  pleasure  that  mav  be  derived 
from  Mr.  Bruce’s  Travels,  vet  that  work,  occupying  five  large  volumes 
in  quarto,  and  being  sold  for  five  guineas,  but  lew  individuals  can 
afford  to  purchase  it.  In  order,  therefore,  that  the  generality  of 
readers  might  not  be  debarred  from  the  perusal  of  a work  fraught 
with  so  much  entertaining  and  interesting  information,  this  narra- 
tive is  extracted  4‘rpin  those  celebrated  travels ; and  on  a fair  and 
candid  |>erusa!  it  will  appear  Mr.  Shaw  has  brought  into  the 
compass  of  a single  volume  every  thing  worthy  the  reader’s  atten- 
tion. 

24.  AN  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  FRENCH  RE- 
VOLUTION, from  its  Commencement  to  the  FNlabli  hnrent  of  tlie 
Republican  Constitution  ; with  a Transcript  and  Examination  of 
that  Constitution.  As  also,  Philosophical  Remarks  on  the  predis- 
posing Causes  of  this  wonderful  Change  in  tlie  Political  Picture  of 
Europe,  and  an  Explanation  of  the  chief  F.vents  which  accompanied 
it  in  its  Progress.  Bv  S.  Perry  ; who,  in  consequence  oi  the  De- 
cree of  the  National  Convention  of  France,  was,  with  the  other  En- 
glishmen in  Paris,  imprisoned  in  the  Madoloncttcs,  Ecossais,  and 
Luxembourg.  2 Vol.  8vo.  I f-s.  boards. 

25.  NEW  PICTURE  OF  PARIS,  translated  from  the  French 
of  M.  Mfrcier.  2 vols.  Svo.  16s.  boards. 

*y_*  This  Work  will  be  found  to  contain  not  only  a lively  de- 
scription of  the  F rench  Metropolis,  but  an  accurate  delineation  of  thu 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants,  the  Public  Amusements,  and  every- 
thing worthy  of  the  attention  of  foreigners.  It  also  abounds  with  cu- 
rious, interesting,  and  original  Anecdotes  of  the  French  Revolution; 
and,  perhaps,  gives  a better  picture  of  those  wonderful  Transactions 
than  any  publication  extant. 

2'i.  PARIS  DELINK  \TED;  including  a Description  of  tlrp 
principal  Editiccs  and  Curiosities  of  that  Metropolis;  from  the 
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French  ofMEBCiEH,  2 vols.  8vo.  1 3-s.  boards,  embellished -with  an 
accurate  Plan  of  Paris. 

***  A picture  of  the  Manners  and  Customs  of  a foreign  city  is 
not  less  useful  to  the  Traveller  than  a description  of  the  Streets  and 
Buildings  ; and  for  want  of  such  a Guide  many  an  Englishman  has 
visited  Paris,  and  returned  almost  as  ignorant  of  its  inhabitants  as 
those  of  Otaheite. 

27.  SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  LITERARY  CAREER 
OF  AUGUSTUS  VON  KOTZEBUE;  with  the  Journal  of  his 
Tour  to  Paris  at  the  Close  of  the  Year  1790.  Written  by  Him- 
self. Translated  from  the  German  by  Anne  Plumptre.  To  which 
is  subjoined.  An  Appendix,  including  a general  Abstract  of  Kotze- 
bue’s Works,  and  a Portrait  of  the  Author.  8vo  7 s.  boards. 

44  A more  entertaining  Work  vtr  never  perused.  We  believe  it  to  be  a faithful 
transcript  of  the  original  ; indeed  Midi  Plumptrc  has,  on  other  occasions,  afforded 
indisputable  proofs  of  ability.  The  translation  of  tins  Work  is  executed  with  an  un- 
common degree  of  animation.1’  Monthly  Visitor  for  April,  1800. 

28.  INTERESTING  ANECDOTES  of  the  Heroic  Conduct  of 
W omen  during  the  French  Revolution;  amongst  which  are. 

The  Queen  of  France, 

Princess  Lamhailc — Prince* s Stanvillc  He  Monoca, 

Princess  Maria  Helena  El irabeth— Duchess  of  Orleans,  See.  See,  Sc c. 

Translated  from  the  French  of  M.  DUBROfA. 

The  greater  part  of  these  Anecdotes  are  new  to  the  world,  having 
been  rescued  from  oblivion  by  the  generous  assiduity  of  the  Writer  ot 
this  Work ; and  such  as  arc  well  known  arc  related  with  new  and  au- 
thentic circumstances,  that  give  even  to  these  an  air  of  novelty. 

Printed  on  fine  Foolscap,  with  an  elegant  Frontispiece.  5s.  in  boards. 

Fora  Character  of  the  above  work,  see  44  Hntuh  Critic n and  44  Critical  RmiewJ*/ 


PHYSIC,  SURGERY,  ANATOMY,  AND 
CHEMISTRY. 

29.  The  WORKS  complete  of  John  Brown,  M.  D.  of  Edin- 
burgh ; consisting  of — I.  Observations  on  former  Systems  of  Medi- 
cine, and  Outlines  of  the  New  Doctrine. — 2.  A Refutation  of  the 
Doctrine  of  Spasm. — 3.  Elements  of  Medicine,  a corrected  Transla- 
tion. To  which  is  prefixed,  a Biographical  Account  of  the  Author. 
By  h is  Son  William  Cullen  Brown,  M.  D.  in  3 volumes, 
8vo.  11.  Is.  boards. 

30.  Dr.  THORNTON’S  MEDICAL  EXTRACTS,  on  the 
Nature  of  Health  and  Disease,  with  Practical  Observa- 
tions ; including  the  Laws  of  the  Animal  CEconomy,  and 
the  Doctrines  of  Pneumatic  Medicine.  In  Five  large  and  ele- 
gant Volumes  8vo,  illustrated  by  many  new  Anatomical  Plates,  and 
Portraits  of  the  most  eminent  Teachers  of  Medicine.  Fifth  Edition 
with  very  considerable  Additions.  31.  boards. 

44  In  concluding  our  Review,  we  uiW  nb«crve,  that  the  very  able  Author  of  Medical 
Extract*  lias  rendered  an  important  service  to  the  profession,  and  mankind  in  general, 
by  bringing  into  a more  connected  point  of  view,  and  affording  a more  clear  and  satis- 
factory detail  ot  ih  • numerous  facts  and  reasonings  which  form  the  fauix  ol  the  present 
improved  state  of  medical  science."  V id?  Critical  Review. 
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31.  PLATES  OF  THE  HEART,  illustrative  of  the  Circu- 
ution  of  the  Bj.ood;  arid  the  Effects  of  Oxygen  Air  on  the 
Blood.  Elegantly  printed  in  Colours,  with  Descriptions.  By 
R.  J.  Thornton.  15s.  sewed. 

32.  FACTS  DECISIVE  IN  FAVOUR  OF  THECOVV  POCK, 
including  an  Account  of  the  Inoculation  of  the  Village  of  Lowther. 
By  R.  J.  Thornton,  M.  D.  2d.  Edition  with  Plates,  7s.boards. 

*•  On  comparing  the  Title  Page  of  the  present  with  that  ot  the  former  edition  of 
this  Book,  the  render  will  perceive  that  the  Work  tus  been  considerably  ex  tended, and 
its  object  enlarged.  It  contains,  indeed,  a sufficiently  dear  and  ample  account  of  all 
the  subjects  it  professes  to  notice.  To  those  who  are  yet  strangers  to,  or  have  any 
doubts  on  the  >u!>iccl  of  VACCINE  INOCULATION,  it  will  afford  both  interest 
and  ins(rndton.n  Medical  and  Chirurgicid  Rcuru:  Jar  July  1,1803. 

May  be  had  a few  remaining  Sets  of  Dr.  Thornton's  Ncui 
Illusltution  of  the  Sexual  System  of  Linnctus,  to  be  completed  in 
Thirty  Numbers,  Twenty-tlnee  of  which  are  published,  at  11.  5s. 
each.  ■ 

33.  The  CHEMICAL  POCKET-BOOK;  or.  Memoranda 
Chfmica;  arranged  in  a Compendium  of  Chemistry,  ac- 
cording to  the  latest  Discoveries,  with  Bergman’s  Table  of  Single 
Elective  Attractions,  as  improved  by  Dr.  G.  Pearson.  Calculated 
as  well  for  the  occasional  Reference  of  the  professional  Student,  as 
to  supply  others  with  a general  Knowledge  of  Chemistry-  By  James 
Parkinson,  Hoxton.  Third  Edition,  including  every  New  Dis- 
covery to  the  present  Time.  6s.  boards. 

*«  The  veil  known  skill,  accuracy,  and  industry  of  the  Author  of  this  Compendium 
are  sufficient,  independent  of  our  nu  n approbation  or  perusal,  to  justify  our  recom- 
mendation of  it  to  all  students  in  chemistry.”  Vide  Sfcdital  ami  Physical  Journal. 

34.  PARKINSON’S  MEDICAL  ADMONITIONS  TO  FA- 
MILIES, respecting  Domestic  Medicine,  the Prkserv ation 
of  Health,  andtheTkeatment  ofthe  Sic  k : witli  a Table 
*>f  Symptoms,  pointing  out  such  as  distinguish  one  Disease  from 
another,  and  the  Degree  of  Danger  they  manifest.  Hvo.  Fourth 
Edition,  considerably  enlarged.  7s.  boards. 

44  We  can  safely  recommend  this  Work  to  parents  and  masters,  particularly  to  those 
clergymen  whose  parishioners  are  at  some  distance  from  medical  assistance.  The  de- 
scriptions arc  clear  and  appropriate  ; the  directions  simple  and  judicium,  for  the  early 
management  of  disease  before  farther  aid  can  be  procured,  as  well  as  for  the  conduct 
of  nurses  and  attendants,  through  the  whole  course  of  different  disorders.” 

Critical  Ret,  tew, 

**  We  hare  perused  the  above  Work  with  uncommon  satisfaction  with  the  design, 
as  well  as  with  the  manner  in  which  it  is  executed.”  Medical  and  Physical  Journal • 

35.  PARKINSON’S  HOSPITAL  PUPIL;  or,  an  Essay  in- 
tended to  facilitate  the  Study  of  Medicine  and  Scbgery,  in 
Four  Letters;  1st.  On  the  Qualifications  necessary  for  a Youth  in- 
tended for  the  Profession  of  Medicine  or  Surgery.  2nd.  On  the 
Education  of  a Medical  Student,  improved  Course  of  Hospital 
Studies,  & c.  3d.  Direction  for  the  Prosecution  of  Hospital  Studies, 
according  to  the  present  System  of  Medical  Education.  4th.  Hints 
on  entering  into  Practical  or  Medical  Jurisprudence,  &c.  &c.  3s.  6d. 
boards. 

44  The  work  before  us  will  be  found  not  less  interesting  than  instructive  by  the 
student  in  medicine,  to  whose  use  it  is  particularly  dedicated.  It  acctm  well  calculated 
to  amwer  the  l>euevoIvut  intentions  of  Uu*  writer.”  British  Critic, 
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44  The  author  has  Treated  his  various  subjects  in  so  judicious  a manner,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  with  so  much  perspicuity,  that  no  medical  gentleman  ought  to  com- 
mence his  routine  of  studies  until  he  has  carefully  perused  these  letters.” 

London  Medical  Review.  • 

36.  PARKINSON’*  HINTS  FOR  THE  IMPROVEMENT 
OF  TRUSSES,  intended  to  render  their  Use  less  inconvenient, and 
to  prevent  the  Necessity  of  an  Understrap.  With  a Description 
of  a Truss  of  easy  Construction,  and  slight  Expcnce,  for  the  Use 
of  the  Labouring  Poor ; to  whom  this  little  Tract  is  chiefly  ad- 
oressed.  9d. 

44  These  Hints  are  certainly  entitled  to  the  attention  of  all  who  have  the  misfortune 
to  be  afflicted  rith  this  dreadful  disorder.”  Anti-Jacobin,  Oct.  1802. 

44  The  contrivance  here  recommended  is  at  once  so  simple,  and  apparently  so 
effectual  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  designed,  that  wc  question  w hether  the  most 
skilful  artist  could  add  materially  to  its  advantages,  much  less  pretension*  to  improve- 
ment, than  arc  here  held  forth,  and  much  worse  founded  ones  have  led  to  a monopoly, 
by  patent,  in  innumerable  instances.”  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Review,  January,  1803. 

37.  THE  PHYSICIAN’S  VADE  MECUVf  ; being  a Compen- 
dium of  Nosologv  and  Therapeutics,  for  the  Use  of  Students.  By  the 
Rc’^JcsephTownsend,  Rector ofPcwscy, Wilts.  Sixth  Edit.  4s. 

38.  A PRACTICAL  TREATISE  on  the  different  FEVERS 
of  the  WEST  INDIES,  and  their  Diagnostic  Symptoms.  By  Wil- 
liam Fowls,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  S.  Ed.  Licentiate  of  the  London 
Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and  Physician  to  the  Forces.  2s.  fid. 

39.  The  Second  Part  of an  ESSAY  ON  THE  ANTIVENE- 
R E A L EFFECTS  OFNITROUS  ACID,  and  other  analogous  Sub- 
stances, which  have  lately  been  proposed  as  Substitutes  for  Mercury. 
By  Wm.  Blair,  A.  M.  F.  M.  S.  Member  of  the  Royal  College 
o!  Surgeons  in  London,  Surgeon  of  the  Lock  Hospital  and  Asylum, 
of  the  Finsbury  Dispensary,  and  Lecturer  on  the  Diseases  and 
Operations  of  Surgery.  8vo.  6s.  boards. 

44  We  do  not  Imitate  to  recommend  this  work  to  the  perusal  of  every  medical  prac- 
titioner, especially  the  surgeon.”  London  Review. 

40.  A Second  Edition  ol  the  First  Part,  4s.  6d. 

41.  A DICTIONARY  OF  SURGERY,  or,  the  YOUNG 
SURGEON’S  Pocket  Assistant,  by  Benjamin  Lara.  6s.  bound. 

42.  A COMPENDIUM  OF  ANATOMY,  being  a Pocket 
Companion  for  young  Surgeons  and  Artists ; adapted  to  the  Intro- 
ductions of  Surgery,  and  the  Arts  of  Designing,  Painting,  and 
Sculpture  ; in  twelve  Figures.  In  which  the  Bones  and  Muscles  of 
the  Human  Body  are  represented,  as  they  appear  in  the  best  chosen 
Altitudes,  when  cleared  of  the  Skin,  the  Mcmbrana  Adiposa,  and 
the  Veins  and  Arteries.  Most  accurately  engraved  from  the  best 
Anatomical  Tables  and  Figures  extant.  With  a concise  and  yet 
clear  Explanation;  shewing  their  Names,  Origin,  Insertion,  and 
Use.  2s.  fid. 

This  Work  is  a proper  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Anatomy, 
for  the  Use  of  young  Surgeons  ; and  is  not  only  very  useful,  but  ab- 
solutely necessary,  to  Painters,  Statuaries,  and  all  Prolessors  of 
Drawing  and  Design. 
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EDUCA  TION— ENGLISH. 

43.  THE  ACCOMPLISHED  TUTOR;  or,  Complete 
System  of  Liberal  Education;  being  an  Introduction  to 
Scicnlilica!  Knowledge  and  Genteel  Accomplishments  : containing 
the  most  improved  Theory  and  Practice  of  the  following  Subjects  : 

English  Grammar  and 

Elocution, 

Penmanship  and  Short- 
hand, 

Arithmetic,  Vulgar  and 
Decimal, 

Stockholding  and  Mer- 
chants Accumpts, 

Mensuration  and  Archi- 
- tccturc, 

By  Thomas  Hodson;  Two  large  Volumes  Octavo,  I 81.  boards 
(or  in  Seventeen  Numbers,  to  be  had  by  One  or  more  at  a Time, 
Is.  each)  each  Number  containing  Filly-six  Pages  of  Letter-press, 
and  the  VVhulu  embellished  with  Twenty-six  useful  and  elegant 
Copper-plates. 

To  enumerate  the  various  classes  of  individuals  to  u horn  the  present  Work  will  be 
highly  acceptable,  would  lie  to  particularise  almost  every  description  of  mankind. 
Th?  Scholar,  under  the  tuition  of  a Master,  would  limi  hm  labours  greatly  abridged  by 
a reference  to  such  a Treatise.  The  Mechanical  Youth,  and  Man  of  Buxines*,  will 
find  all  that  w necessary  to  ijuaiify  them  for  the  Sh tip  and  Counting- bou>«\  Tho»e 
who  have  missed  the  advantage*  of  a liberal  Education,  may  here  ~ up  ply  that  defect  ; 
anti  the  experienced  Scholar  mx\  trod  his  account  in  reviewing  the  earlier  part  of  his 
education. 

“ This  certainly  is  a useful  and  cheap  Work  ; the  modern  improvements  on  each 
subject  are  introduced ; aud  we  have  uo  scruple  in  giving  it  our  general  recom- 
mendation. n Vide  Britt  th  Critic , NoccitU>ert  180*2. 

4 L DICTIONARY  OF  POLITE  LITERATURE;  or.  Fa- 
bulous History  oi  the  Heathen  Gods  and  Illustrious 
Heroes.  2 vols.  ISroo.  embellished  with  numerous  elegant  en- 
gravings. 12s.  boards  ; or,  on  fine  Paper,  hot-pressed,  with  first 
impressions  of  the  Plates,  ll.  Is.  boards. 

•*  This  is  a convenient  publication  for  students  of  the  Classics,  nor  does  there  ap- 
pear tube  any  omissions  of  material  importance.  The  plates  are  neatly  executed  by 
Angus,  from  dr-signs  by  Burney  ; and  the  type,  though  small,  is  remarkably  neat 
and  per-picuoux.”  British  Critic , June,  1804. 

“ This  is  a w ork  of  much  merit,  ornamented  with  a number  of  well  executed  and 
appropriate  copper-plates.  All  the  personages,  whether  divinities  or  heroes,  that 
swell  the  pages  of  ancient  poetry  and  mythology,  arc  here  described  in  a very  ample 
and  correct  manner.  To  boys  who  are  studying  the  Latin  and  Greek  Authors,  these 
volumes  will  be  a must  acceptable  present.*1  Critical  Reaic w,  July,  lbO+. 

45.  MENTOR;  or,  The  Moral  Conductor  of  Youth 
from  the  Academy  to  Maniiood:  a Work,  the  Result  of  actual  but 
painful  Experience,  i&ndidly  stated,  and  usefully  adapted  to  the 
Level  of  youthful  Understanding.  To  which  is  added,  as  an  Incite- 
ment to  the  Study  of  it  in  grown  Youth,  during  their  Hours  of 
Relaxation  from  Business,  An  Essay  on  the  extensive  Utility, 
Advantages,  and  Amusement  of  Mathematical  Learning.  By  Dav  id 
Mor  r ice.  Author  of  The  Art  of  Teaching,  &c.  Sic  Os.  boards. 

**  Wr  have  with  great  satbfaction  perused  this  Volume  ; and  feel  ourselves  bound, 
by  the  duty  we  ow-  n#  the  public,  as  reel*  in  Judice  to  the  Author,  to  say,  that, 
as  a practical  Treatise  far  the  regulation  of  conduct  in  life,  it  b deserving  of  thecnost 


Optics, 

Algebra, 

Doctrine  of  Annuities, 

Trigonometry, 

Logarithms, 

Geography, 

Astronomy, 

Mechanic!*, 


Electricity, 

Pneumatics, 

Hydrostatics, 

Hydraulics, 

Drawing,  Engraving, 
and  Painting,  and  a 
Variety  of  other  useful 
Matter. 
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extensive  circulation.  The  Lessons  which  it  inculcates  are,  •.  c are  assured,  founded 
vu  actual  experience,  and  have,  therefore,  the  strongest  eiaitm  to  attention.1* 

fcurojxitu  Aiitg  taint,  July,  180?. 

46.  AN  ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ART  OF  TEACHING,  or 
Communicating  Instruction;  as  far  as  it  rcsperls  Reading, Grammr,- 
Writing,  Arithmetic,  &c.  8re.  By  Da  v to  i\1or  r ic e.  Is.  (id  sewed. 

47.  ENGLISH  COMPOSITION,  on  a Method  entirely  new  ; 
with  various  contrasted  Examples  from  celebrated  Writers.  The 
Whole  adapted  to  common  Capacities,  and  designed  as  an  easy 
Help  to  form  a good  Style,  and  to  promote  an  earlv  Acquaintance 
with  the  Works  uf  the  best  Authors,  By  the  Rev.  G.  G.  Scraggs, 
of  Buckingham.  To  which  arc  added,  An  Essay  on  the  Advantages 
of  understanding  Composition  ; and  a List  of  the  best  Books  for 
an  Lnglish  Reader,  with  Remarks.  3s.  Cd.  bound. 

We  have  now  so  many  well  written  books  in  the  English 
Language,  that  the  stud v of  Com  position  has  become  genera/. 
Blair’s  Lectures,  and  similar  works,  are  either  too  expensive,  or  else 
written  in  such  a scholastic  manner,  that  they  are  never  likely  to  be 
so  extensively  useful  as  the  subject  requires.  This  Volume  com- 
presses much  in  a small  compass : and,  as  it  contains  an  illustra- 
tion of  every  important  rule  in  Grammar,  Rhetoric,  and  English 
Composition,  it  will  save  the  Reader  both  time  and  expense.  In 
order  to  shew  what  is  wrong  and  that  which  is  right  at  one  view 
the  Author  lias  given  various  rot  trusted  Example  , by  which  error 
may  be  very  som  corrected.  The  Introductory  Essay,  which  shew* 
the  advantages  of  understanding  Composition,  will  help  to  attain 
that  know  ledge  ; and  the  List  of  Books,  with  Remarks,  must  be 
acceptable  to  English  Readers. 

48.  BEAUTIES  OF  HISTORY;  or.  Pictures  or  Virtue 
and  Vice,  drawn  from  Real  Lilic:  designed  lor  the  Instruction  and 
Entertainment  of  Youth.  By  L.  M.  Stretch,  Vicar  of  Twy- 
ford  and  Ouselbury,  Hampshire,  l2mo.  3s.  6d.  bound. 

49.  THE  CHILDREN’S  FRIEND  ; translated  from  theFrench 
of  M.  Be  rquin.  4 Volumes.  1 2s.  bound. 

50.  SELECT  STORIES,  from  the  French  ol  M.  Beiiquin, 
3s.  6d.  bound. 

51.  LETTERS  ON  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE 
MIND,  addressed  to  a Lady.  By  Mrs.  Ciiapone.  Elegantly 
printed  on  line  Foolscap  Paper.  4s.  boards ; or  a common  Edi- 
tion, 2s.  6d.  bound. 

52.  AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  INGENUOUS  YOUTH  OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN,  together  with  a body  of  divinity  in  mi-1 
niatuke  ; to  whicli  is  subjoined  a plan  of  education, adapted 
to  the  Use  of  Schools,  and  which  has  been  carried  into  Execution 
during  a Course  of  near  Fifty  Years.  By  the  Rev.  John  Ryla.nu, 
A.  M.  with  an  elegant  Portrait  of  the  Author.  2s.  in  boards. 

*#*  The  well  known  Exertions  of  the  late  Mr.  Rvland  for  the 
Benefit  of  Christian  Youths  were  such  as  to  render  his  Worksoftlie 
highest  Estimation,  and  from  the  extensive  Circulation  of  the  former 
Edition  of  the  Body  of  Divinity,  and  the  desire  of  several  Chris- 
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tian  Friends,  lie  was  induced  to  revise  and  correct  it,  and  which  is 
now  presented  to  the  Public  with  such  Additions  and  Improvements 
as  will  render  it  still  more  acceptable  than  the  former  Edition. 

54.  By  the  same  Author,  SELECT  ESSAYS  ON  THE  MORAL 
VIRTUES,  AND  ON  GENIUS,  SCIENCE,  AND  TASTE, 
interspersed  with  stk  ik<  ng  facts,  being  the  Author’s  kst  present 
to  the  Public,  in  the  Seventieth  Year  of  bis  Age.  Is.  fid.  boards,  or 
bound  with  the  above,  calf,  lettered.  4s.  (id. 

To  shew  the  Author’s  great  Desire  to  see  this  Work  brought  for- 
ward, we  shall  make  an  Extract  from  one  of  his  Letters  a short  Time 
belore  his  Death. 

“ I long  to  see  the  liberal  Sciences  made  illustrious  so  as  to  please 
Mankind.  * * * * * I am  fired  with  Ardour  to  see  this  grand 
Scheme  take  Place;  1 know  I can  execute  it  with  Beauty  and 
Honour,  so  as  to  please  and  instruct  mv  Country,  and  spread  a Blaze 
of  virtuous  Knowledge  through  the  whole  Kingdom.” 

55.  SELECT  FABLES  OF  JESOP  AND  OTHER  FABU- 
LISTS, in  Three  Books,  Ancient,  Modern,  and  Original,  by  R. 
Dodslev,  l2mo.  3s.  bound 

56.  FABLES,  by  Mr.  Gay,  I2mo. ,2s.  fid.  bound  ; or,  on  Fine 
Foolscap  8 vo.  with  69  elegant  Copper-plates.  9s.  boards. 

57.  BELLISARIUS,  by  MarmovteE.  Foolscap,  Five  Plates. 
5s.  6d.  boards  ; or,  on  fine  drawing  Demy,  8vo.  7s. 

58.  THE  GLEANER.  Consisting  of  Essays,  Visions,  Dia- 
logues, Stories,  Narratives,  Allegories,  &c.  Interspersed  with  Pro- 
verbs, Maxims,  and  Anecdotes,  in  Prose. 

THE  TEMPLE  OF  APOLLO.  Consisting  of  Odes,  Eclogues, 
Elegies,  Inscriptions,  Portraits,  Descriptions,  Epitaphs,  Hymns, 
Tales,  Invocations,  &c.  in  Poetry. 

THE  FABULATOR  ; or.  The  Ham.  of  Esop.  Being  a Se- 
lection of  Fables  in  Prose  and  Verse.The  last  Three  by  VV.  Hods  oh, 
form  each  a neat  Pocket  Volume,  embellished  with  an  elegant  Fron- 
tispiece, and  Vignette  Titles.  Is.  fid.  sewed,  or  2s.  bound. 

59.  ACADEMIC  LESSONS;  comprising  a System  of  Edu- 
cation, reduced  to  Practice,  particularly  adapted  to  Female  Se- 
minaries, by  R.  Cawte.  Third  Edition.  2s.  fid.  bound. 

Containing  a Summary  Vie*  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  Learning— Ancient  and 
Modern  Modes  of  Education  contrasted — General  Observations  on  Boardino 
Schools — Advice  to  Parents,  Guardians,  and  Governesses — Proper  Hints  to  Teachers 
of  all  Denominations — Lesmos  for  Scholars  wilh  regard  to  Religion,  Learning, 
Morals,  Delicacy,  Dress,  Address,  and  various  other  Particulars.  Illustrated  *itii 
Fables  and  Examples  of  real  Characters;  together  « ith  suitable  Applications  drawn 
from  (lie  Whole,  familiarly  adapted  to  the  Capacity  of  Young  Ladies  of  all  Rank*, 
whilst  under  a Course  of  Education. 

60.  GOLDSMITH’S  ABRIDGMENT  of  the  HISTORY  of 
ENGLAND,  from  the  Invasion  of  Julius  Caesar  to  the  Death  of 
George  the  Second  ; continued  by  an  eminent  V riter  down  to  the 
present  time.  Eleventh  Edition.  3s.  fid.  bound  ; or,  in  French,  +s.  bd. 

61.  A DIALOGUE  BETWEEN  A LADY  AND  HER 
PUPILS;  describing  a Journey  through  England  and  Wales;  in 
which  a detail  of  the  ditferent  Arts  and  Manufactures  of  each  city 
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ami  town  is  accurately  given ; interspersed  with  Observations  and 
Descriptions  in  Natural  History.  Designed  for  Young  Ladies  and 
Schools.  By  Mrs.  Brook..  3s.  fid.  bound. 

62.  An  EPITOME  OF  GEOGRAPHY,  in  Three  Parts: 
arranged  alter  a new  manner,  and  enlivened  by  references  to  Ancient 
and  Modern  History.  Second  Edition,  with  considerable  Additions 
and  Improvements.  By  John  Evans,  A.  M.  Islington.  '2s.  fid. 
bound;  or  on  fine  Foolscap  Paper,  3s.  fid.  boards. 

The  importance  of  Geography,  in  a course  of  liberal  Education, 
is  universally  acknowledged.  It  has,  indeed,  been  denominated  one 
of  the  eves  of  History, and  is  rendered  of  still  greater  utility  by  the 
commercial  spirit  of  the  age.  Without  some  acquaintance  therefore 
with  this  branch  of  knowledge,  no  individual  ran  be  pronounced  an 
intelligent  and  respectable  member  of  the  community. 

**  An  useful  InlfoHucthm  to  Geography,  which  the  AuIIiot  printed  for  the  As.i.limce 
of  ho  own  Pupil,,  amt  which  may  be  adopted  uWA  arfvtt'itaqe  in  OTHER  SEMINA- 
RIES of  EDUCATION.”  Critical  iff.  u:c,/or  Decernlcr,  1 bl)  I . 

63.  HAWNEY’s  COMPLETE  MEASURER;  or.  the  whole 
Art  of  Measuring,  being  a plain  and  comprehensive  Treatise  on 
Practical  Geometry  and  Mensuration,  preceded  by  Deci- 
mal and  Duodecimal  Arithmetic,  and  the  Extraction  of  the  Square 
and  Cube  Root.  Adapted  to  the  use  of  Schools,  and  persons  con- 
cerned in  Measuring,  Gauging,  Surveying,  & c.  A New  Edition, 
corrected  and  greatly  improved,  by  Thomas  Keith,  Is.  bound. 

64.  A KEY  TO  BONNYCASTLE’s  MENSURATION  ; con. 
tabling  the  Solutions  to  the  Questions  left  unanswered  in  that  Work, 
with  the  References  as  they  stand  in  the  last  Edition.  The  whole 
explained  in  as  easy  and  familiar  a manner  as  the  Subject  will  ad- 
mit. By  Wk.  Davis.  I 'into.  3 s.  bound. 

65.  An  Easy  and  Comprehensive  Description  and  Use  of  the 
Globes.  By  Wm.  Davis.  3d  Edition,  with  Additions  and  Im- 
provements. 1 2mo.  2s.  fid. 

66.  A KEY  TO  BONNYCASTLE’s  ALGEBRA  ; containing 
the  Solutions  of  the  Questions,  with  the  References  as  they  stand  in 
the  6th  Edition.  BvWm  Davis.  I2mo.  Is.  bound. 

67.  FISHER’s  INSTRUCTOR;  or.  Young  Man’s  best 
Companion,  in  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  Merchant’s  Ac- 
counts, Bookkeeping,  Mensuration  in  all  its  Branches,  Gauging, 
Dialing,  Dying,  Colouring,  Gardening,  Geography,  Astronomy, 
&c.  &c.  l2mo.  3s.  bound. 

68.  THE  PENCE  TABLE  and  THE  MULTIPLICATION 
TABLE  in  Verse,  on  2 Cards,  2d  each,  intended  to  render  a dis- 
agreeable Task  easy  of  acquisition,  and  pleasant  and  amusing  to 
Youth. 

6‘).  The  PENMAN’S  REPOSITORY,  by  W.  Milns.  Beauti- 
fully engraved  by  Mr.  Ashby,  and  elegantly  printed  in  Folio,  on  a 
superfine  wove  Paper.  1 1.  2s.  6d. 

This  Work  is  all  engraved  by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Ashby,  and com- ' 
prises  the  largest  Collection  of  correct  and  distinct  Alphabets  ever 
offered  to  tho  Public,  in  various  Hands  and  Languages.  ,\  great 
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variety  of  Elegant  and  New  Designs  ; with  a curious  and  valuable 
Selection  of  Flourishes. 

70.  JOHNSON’S  DICTIONARY  of  the  EVclish  Lan-> 
guace,  in  which  the  words  arc  deduced  from  their  originals, 
explained  in  (heir  different  meanings,  and  authorized  bv  the  names 
of  the  writers  in  whose  works  they  are  found.  Abstracted  from  the 
Folio  Edition,  by  tho  Author.  To  which  is  prefixed,  a Grammar 
of  the  Engl i -.h  Language,  llth  Edit,  with  considerable  Additions. 
One  large  volume  ssvo.  10s.  6d.  bound;  or  fine  paper  2 vols.  17s. 
calf,  lettered. 

71.  JOHNSON’S  DICTIONARY  in  Miniature,  to  which  are 
added  an  Alphabetical  Account  of  the  Heathen  Deities;  a List  of  the 
Cities,  Boroughs,  and  Market  Towns,  in  England  and  Wales ; a 
copious  Chronologv  ; and  a concise  Epitome  ol  the  most  remarkable 
Events  during  the  French  Revolution.  By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ha- 
milton, M.  A.  1+tli  Edit,  small  pocket  size,3s.  fid.  bound. 

72.  SHERIDAN’s  COMPLETE  DICTIONARY  OF  THE 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE,  both  with  Regard  to  Sound  and 
AIeansno  ; one  main  Object  of  which  is  to  establish  a plain  and 
permanent  Standard  of  Pronunciation. To  which  is  prefixed, 
a Prosooial  Grammar.  Filth  Edition,  revised,  corrected,  and 
enlarged,  2 vols.  Svo  14s.  bound. 

Whoever  has  occasion  to  seek  assistance,  cither  iji  spelling,  read- 
ing, speaking,  or  understanding  the  English  Language,  will  here 
find  a Guide,  on  whose  knowledge  and  fidelity  he  may  rely  with  per- 
fect confidence. 

The  same,  abridged  by  Salmon,  pocket  size.  5s.  bound. 

73.  ENTICK’s  NEW  SPELLING  DICTIONARY;  teaching 
to  write  and  pronounce  the  English  Tongue  with  Ease  and  Propriety. 
2s.  fid.  bound. 

74.  LOWTH’s  Short  Introduction  to  ENGLISH  GRAMMAR  : 
with  Critical  Notes.  Is.  fid.  bound  ; or  fine  Paper,  3s.  fid. 

75.  A NEW  GUIDE  TO  THE  ENGLISH  TONGUE.  In 
Five  Parts.  By  Thomas  Dilworth.  Sixty-third  Edition,  with 
considerable  Improvements.  Is. 

76.  DILWORTH  IMPROVED  ; or,  A New  Guide  to 
the  English  Tongue.  By  S.  James,  Schoolmaster,  Is.  bound.. 

77.  UNION  SPELLING;  or,  Rlading  made  Easy.  By 
C.  Pe.arson,  Schoolmaster  of  Westminster,  fid.  with  Cuts. 


EDUCA  T ION— LA  TIN. 

78.  CLARKE’s  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  MAKING 
OF  LATIN.  3s.  bound. 

79.  TRICO  F ANGLICISED;  or,  the  LATIN  SYNTAX,  as 
.used  in  the  late  UNIVERSI  TY  of  PARIS,  and  in  many  eminent 

Colleges  on  the  Continent.  Adapted  to  the  Use  of  the  ENGLISH 
STUDENT.  By  G.  Reynolds,  is.fid. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BOOKS  PRINTED  FOR  H.  D.  SYMONDS. 


17 


EDUCA  TION-. FRENCH. 

80.  LA  LJTUROIE  ou  Forniulaire  des  Pridrcs  Publiques  seloft 
FUsagede  l'Eglise  Anglicane  par  N.  Wn  nsTtociiT.  3s. 6d.  bd. 

81.  BELISaIPE  ET  FRAG.VIENS  dii  Philosohiiie  Mo- 

RAi.K.par  M.  Manmontel,  de  L’Acaddmie  Frangoise.  NoO- 
vtiLE  Edition,  avccla  Signification  des  Mots  les  plus  difticiles  en 
Anglois  au  bas  dc  chaque  page,  res’ue  et  soigneusement  corrigec  par 
N.  \VANOsTROCHT,Docteur  cn  Droit.  12mo.  3s.  6d.  bound. 

82.  LES  A VENTURES  DETELEMAQUE,  Fits  DUlysse. 
Par  M.  Fenk lon.  Nouvelle  Edition,  avec  ia  Signification  des 
mots  les  plus  difficiles  en  Angiois  au  bas  de  chaque  page.  A laquellc 
ou  a ajoutfi  un  petit  Dictionnaire  Mythologique  et  G^ograpfiique 
pour  laciliter  ^intelligence  de  cet  ouvrage.  Le  tout  soigneuserfient 
revu  et  corrigd  les  meilleurs  Editions  de  Paris,  par  N.  VV A- 
nostrocht.  H.  bound. 

83.  LES  PETITS  EMIGRES  ou  Correspondance  de  quelques 
Enfans,  a' uv rage  fait  |>our  servir  a l’Education  de  la  jeunesse,  par 
Madame  De  Genlis.  Nouvelle  edition,  avec  des  Notes  gramma* 
ticales.  2 vols.  8s.  bound;  or,  fine  paper,  I Os. 

84.  L’AMJE  DES  ENFANS.  Par  M.  Berquin.  revue  et 
corrig^e  avec  soin.  Par  Nicholas  Salmon.  4 Tome,  12s. 

85.  ABREGE  DE  L’HISTOIRE  D’ANGLETERRE,  traduit 
de  la  Neuvidme  Edition.  Du  Dk. Goldsmith.  Par  Nicholas 
Hajuel.  Nouvelle  Edition  revue,  corrig^e  et  conlinuee  jusque’a 
L’an  Mil  Huit  Cent.  4s.  bound. 

86.  LES  VOYAGES  DE  CYRUS,  avec  un  Discourse  sur  la 
Thdologie  et  la  Mythologie  des  Anciens.  Par  M.  Ramsay. 
Nouvelle  Edition,  avec  la  Signification  des  mots  les  plus  difficiles 
en  Anglois  au  bas  de  chaque  page,  revne  et  soigneusement  corrig£e 
par  N.  WANosTKocur,  l2mo.  Ss.  fid.  bound. 

87.  A METHOD  ENTIRELY  NEW  OF  LEARNING 

FRENCH  ; in  which  the  Principles  of  that  Tongue  are  set  forth 
with  such  Order  and  Perspicuity  as  to  promote  the  speedy  Attain- 
ment of  that  universal  Language.  By  J.  G v t s v . 3s.  bound. 

This  Grammar  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  genius  and  dispo- 
sition of  Young  Students,  and  persons  entirely  unacquainted  with 
the  French  Lang  tage.  By  the  arrangement  of  its  principles,  the 
nature  of  its  rules  and  exercises,  it  has  the  uncommon  advantage 
ofbeing  equally  adapted  to  the  meanest  and  highest  capacities,  and 
.will  prove  no  less  useful  to  the  master  himself  than  the  pupil ; for 
theory  and  practice,  rules  and  examples,  observations,  and  all  the 
necessary  indications  to  attain  a thorough  knowledge  of  its  exercises 
go  hand  in  hand  in  every  page. 

88.  PERRIN's  GRAMMAR  OFTHE  FRENCH  TONGUE, 
grounded  upon  the  Decisions  of  the  French  Academy;  wherein 
all  the  necessary  Rules,  Observations,  and  Examples,  are  exhibited 
in  a manner  entirely  new.  3s.  bound. 

89.  PERRIN’s  ENTERTAINING  AND  INSTRUCTIVE 
EXERCISES,  with  the  Rules  of  the  French  Syntax,-  $».  bound. 
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Original  Criticism. — In  this  department  we  shall  confine  ourselves 
to  such  works  as  are  of  acknowledged  importance,  interest,  amuse- 
ment, or  utility. 

Original  Poetry — will  form  a part  of  our  miscellany  : hut  we  can- 
didly avow  to  the  Public  our  determination  rather  to  devote  the 
pages  reserved  for  poetry  to  some  other  object,  than  to  fatigue  or  in- 
sult our  readers  with  the  vapid  effusions  of  mere  mediocrity. 

What  may  be  termed  the  permanent  part  of  a magazine,  will  in 
this  consist  of 

Proceedings  of  Learned  Societies,  Parliamentary  Debates, 

Literary  Notices,  Political  Information, 

The  Arts  and  Sciences,  Events  in  and  near  London, 

Commerce,  Provincial  Occurrences, 

Agriculture  and  Rural  Economy,  Deaths, 

The  Drama,  Marriages,  fkc.  8tc. 

In  a word,  our  best  endeavours  will  be  exerted  to  render  the  Uni- 
versal Magazine  an  accurate  and  faithful  history  of  the  times,  to  me- 
rit its  wonted  distinction  as  a favourite  repository  of  what  may  en- 
tertain the  vacant  hour,  and  engage  the  attention  of  an  intelligent  and 
inquisitive  mind. 

1 54.  The  VILLAGER’*  FRIEND  AND  PHYSICIAN  ; or, 
A Familiar  Address  on  the  Preservation  of  health, 
and  the  Removal  of  Disease  on  its  first  Appearance. 
Supposed  to  be  delivered  by  a Village  Apothecary.  By  James  Parkin- 
son, Hoxton.  With  Cursory  Observations  on  the  Treatment  of 
Children,  on  Sobriety,  Industry,  &c.  intended  for  the  Promotion  of 
Domestic  Happiness.  Second  edition  with  a frontispiece.  Is. 

tl  Wecannotbelp  expressing  our  opinion,  that  the  excellent  society  for  bdterinvj  the 
condition  of  the  poor,  could  not  employ  a *mall  portion  of  their  fund  in  u manner 
more  conducive  to  that  purpose,  thau  by  encouraging  and  facilitating  the  circulation  of 
Ibis  hook  among  them."  British  (' ritic • 

155. THE  WAY  TO  HEALTH;  a Selection  of  Maxims  for  the 
Preservation  of  Health,  extracted  from  the  Villager’s  Friend;  and 
printed  on  a Single  Sheet,  for  the  Cottager’s  Fire-Side.  Embellished 
with  an  emblematical  Print,  fid. 

156.  DANGEROUS  SPORTS, ‘a  Tale,  addressed  to  Children, 
warning  them  against  wanton,  careless,  or  mischievous  Exposure  to 
Situations,  from  which  alarming  Injuries  so  often  proceed.  By 
James  Parkinson,  Hoxton.  Embellished  with  a Frontispiece  and 
1 1 Wcod  Cuts.  12s.  Vellum. 

“ U'ho  knows  bid  one  of  my  stories  mny  one  day  save  the  life  of  some  eh  Id!** 

Old  Milsow. 

“ Parent!  and  tutors  arc  in  duty  hound  to  pul  so  engagin':  a piece  into  the  hands  «*f 
the  rising  generation.  The  benevolence  of  the  Author  «?nli»!rs  him  to  flic  fervent  grati- 
tude of  young  persons,  who  by  their  volatility  oftentimes  iujure  themselves  in  a man- 
ner whivh  bathes  ‘recovery .w  Monthly  Visitor. 

157.  MANUALOF LIBERTY  ; otTestimonies  in  Behalf 
of  the  Rights  op  Mankind,  selected  from  the  best  Authorities 
in  Prose  and  Verse,  methodically  arranged.  Svo.  6's.  boards. 

158.  DODSLEY’s  ORIGINAL  CELLAR-BOOK:  or,  the 
But  ler’s  Assis  ant,  in  keeping  a regular  Account  of  his  Liquors. 
Published  annually.  With  Directions  lor  Brewing,  and  useful  infor- 
mation respecting  the  Management  of  Malt  Liquors,  &c.  8-c.  in 
the  Cellar.  Is.  6'd.  sewed. 
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159.  THE  STATE  OF  THE  NATION  with  respect  to  Its 
Public  Funded  Debt,  Revenue,  and  Disbursement  ; com- 
prized in  the  Reports  of  tile  Select  Committee  on  Finance,  appoint- 
ed by  the  House  of  Commons  to  examine  and  slate  the  total  Amount 
of  the  Public  Debts,  and  of  the  Interest  and  Charges  attending  the 
same,  to  the  present  Time;  particularizing  the  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements of  all  the  Public  Offices;  the  Mamet  of  the  Superior 
Officers  and  Clerks  in  each  Department ; their  Salaries  and  Fees ; to- 
gether with  die  Amount  of  whatever  additional  Pensions  or  Salaries 
they  receive  from  other  Situations,  paid  by  the  Public.  4 vols.  Svo. 
ll.  8s.  boards. 

In  Great  Britain  every  farthing  drawn  from  the  Subject  on  account  or  the  Public 
Revenue,  and  all  deduction!  therefrom,  until  the  Net  Produce  is  paid  into  the  Exche- 
quer, and  fall!  under  the  view  of  Parliament,  can  be  aicer'ained  with  a ma’hcmatical 
accurarv.  Such  being  the  regularity  and  exactness  with  which  the  Public  Account!  of 
the  Nation  are  kept  ; it  must  be  a plea-ing  gratification  to  know  the  Causes  and  Na- 
ture of  the  expenditure  of  !uch  large  Sums  of  money  which  are  drawn  from  the  pockets 
of  the  Subject,  under  the  dcnuminalion  of  Taxti. 

By  mean!  of  such  investigations  being  made  public  by  the  Legislature,  evrrv  indi- 
vidual interested  in  the  Public  Funds  will  see  the  Amount  of  the  Funded  Debt,  what 
remain!  of  the  Public  Debt  unfunded,  and  the  Reso  trees  of  the  Country  to  di -charge 
the  claims  of  the  Public  Creditor.  He  trill  sec  the  Produce  of  every  article  of  revenue 
liable  to  impost,  Foreign,  and  for  Home  Consumption,  with  their  variations  at  different 
periods. 

Lust!),  The  Merchant  and  Manufacture  will ««  the  Regulation!  recommended  to 
Parliament  in  those  great  Branches  of  Revenue,  the  Customs,  Excise,  Stamp  Duties, 
Po*t  Office,  Sic.  ; hv  which,  notonly  themselves  will  be  prevented  much  trouble  and 
expcnce,  but  the  Public  will  be  much  henrfitrd,  by  stopping  of  many  useless  Offices, 
and  abolishing  many. sinecure  Places  and  Pensions  charged  upon  the  Industry  of  every 
individual  iu  this  country,  should  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  bs  adapted. 

1 60  T H E ON  El  ROC  RIT1C ; being  a Treatise  on  the  Art  of 
Foretelling  Future  Events  by 

Dreams,  Cards,  I Zodiac,  and  the 

Motes,  The  Signs  of  the  | Planets. 

Carefully  done  from  the  Arabic  Manuscripts  of  Ibraham  Ali 
Mahomed  Haeez.  Is. 

161.  THE  LETTERS  OF  JUNIUS;  with  Notes  and  IIlus- 
trations.  Historical,  Political,  Biographical,  and  Critical.  By  Robert 
Heron,  Esq.  The  Second  Edition,  with  Additions,  in  2 handsome 
volumes, 8vo. hot-pressed,  ll.  Is.  in  boards. 

***  This  Edition  contains,  besides  an  Introduction  to  each  parti- 
cular Letter,  with  Notes  and  other  Illustrations,  several  interesting 
preliminary  Essays,  written  by  Mr.  Heron;  particularly,  I.  On 
ttsChe  British  Constitution  : 2.  On  the  Eloquence  of  Junius  ; and,  3. 
On  the  much  agitated  Question — “Who  was  the  Author  In 
the  last  of  these  Essays,  Mr.  Heron  has  fully  proved,  that  i he  late 
celebrated  John  Dunning,  Lord  Ashburton,  was  actually  the 
real  Author  of  Junius’s  Letters.  An  Appendix  containing  several 
Curious  and  interesting  Articles,  is  now  also,  lor  the  first  time,  added  : 
so  as  to  render  it,  in  all  respects,  the  most  complete  Edition  of 
Junius  ever  yet  published. 

162  PRACTICAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  BRITISH 
GRASSES  containing  accurate  Figures,  coloured  from  Nature,  of 
flic  most  approved  Grasses*  for  Meadow  and  Pasture  Land ; hints  for 
the  improvement  and  lay  nig  down  of  Land  to  the  best  advantage; 
accompanied  wiih  a descriptive  Catalogue  of  all  the  British  Grasses. 
4th  Edition  By  the  late  Wm,  Curtis,  author  of  the  Botanical 
Magazine,  Sec.  &c.  5s.  octavo. 
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